In a recent nm conference Mayor Harvey
Gantt. qnd thl Charlotte Convention and Visi-

;- f Black lhyoﬂ will hold their
il Conference in Charlotte on
988. Asa Post article noted last
' ent will "bring hundreds of in-

'ﬂn‘cnthl ers .( might add, both
te), Afdollan md

: '+ﬁothaCity ¥
‘have been a few ram-

ng yms.  Two letters to The
iflotte Observer appear to sum up these
ative fegllnp or impressions. One letter
iressed shock that these mayors voted to
| their annual meetings only in those cit-
D .bl.eklnqdn. He said "it looks like
ation is alive and well” -

‘other letter, written by a person who
states that he supported the NAACP, the Black
Poﬁtinl Caucus and UNCF, says that per-

mtompruontdl of the people -

Mﬁotb identifying themselves by
’tlairdﬁﬁx. H.bddodthatifwh?tf

: of'lj@ are that Harvey Gantt is
eatedly identified in the media as a black
mayor. Fortunately, with very positive con-

‘Why A Black Mayor's Group?

notations. Furthermore, much has been writ-

ten and said in a positive way about Charlotte .
as an All-American city because Harvey

Gantt has been elected twice by a city with a-
majority white population. This fact ‘alone
has given both the City of Charlotte and Mr.

Gantt recognition in The New York Times, .

Ebony, Time, Newsweek and other national
and some foreign publications. “This fact too,

~ has contributed at least indirectly to some of

the new business and industry moving to
Charlotte.

What needs to be understood too, t
many -of the black mayors who wil¥ wisit
Charlotte were elected by cities with black
majority populations created in part by white
flight to the suburbs. Many of these cities, un-
like Charlotte, have serious economic and so-

 cial problems and & low tax base as jobs and
/ industry too went to the suburbs. Thus, these
black mayors have a common bond -- the
need to revitalize cities with problems created
partly by a new form of racism--white flight.
Hopefully, Charlotte will be a showcase for
the black mayors and others on what a city
can achieve when it seeks progress for all of

its people as Harvey Gantt has so well illus-
trated. 7

Unrecorded Constltutlonal Facts

As the Nation celebrated its mdapeudenee
on July 4th, Yale University Press published
over 150 previously unknown and unrecord-
ed Comﬁtutiongl Convention documents.

1, -Walhmgton 8 pessimistic
statement to Abraham Baldwin, a delegate
from Georgia, that "I do not expect the Consti-
i T e sy un

osopby under
wluqh the

Constitational Con 0 was
md,itmehudhﬂu s and the
public. A secrecy rule that was passed on

May 29, 1787 was faithfully complied ‘with.
James Madison, a delegate from Virginia,
defended the rule, according to the Yale Press
documents in a letter in which he said, "I
think the rule was a prudent one (because it
allowed us to) secure the requisite freedom of
discussion,. . .it will save both the conven-
“tion and the community from a thousand er-
roneous and perhaps mischievous reports.”
3. Inanother document dated June 2, 1787,
:.qusodctyfwthemmion of
Slavery gave strongly worded statement to is
President, Ben Franklin, to deliver to the
mﬁnﬁuonthe evils of the African slave

trade and the need to stop it. The Society
found out at a meeting a month later that
!'nnklh had not presented the anti-slavery

statement to the Convention. His reason was
that he "thought it advisable to let them lie
over for the present.”

4. Now in 1987, we are fortunate that.bythe
grace ¢Alm1gh|.7 God, the Constitution has
hstodlﬁﬁomhtﬂoﬂy!nn. As we ob-
serve the history of many other nations with
unstable government and internal chaos we
should be able to better nppndate the founda-

Boeondly. for all the apparent need for se-
crecy of the Constitutional Convention, such
a proposal by any level of government today
would simply be unthinkable and not tolerat

ed no matter what the consequences, It is just
such an opposition to secrecy that has made
the Iran-Contra affair the hot news item that
it is. Significantly, the issue has magnified
by reports now that Oliver North, a key per-
sonality in the Iran-Contra controwersy,
helped draft a secret plan in 1984 to suspend
the Cmﬁtuﬁonmdmmﬂ:WM
case of a national emergency.' " Agsin, ‘We
 can k kful that our system
Yin wﬁmmentlui '

Lastly st ..' Ben

silent on the slavery issue at the
tarnishes his historic image. We

mudhmmhmumauomou_ ~proe

dokgamuthocnmmmdm

) abﬂltoobauﬂnhplholﬂnyinhmwof
the late Dr. Martin Luther King.

Another worthy note is in "Today". TV
show host Bryant Gumbel's GQ Magazine in-
terview. He said, "I'd like to be involved in
baseball in some facet. .
commissioner.” Considering the growing
discussion and apparent concern about black

opportunities, or the lack of them, in baseball -

management - from a team field or
coach' to the CEO - Gumbel's statement. He is
talented, articulate and knows the game.
Hopefully, Mr. Gambel will be given consid-
ontionformumrmnmtpdﬂmh
Anm-leu game, quormmm
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We have placed 18 vendor J AS I/
‘boxes in various locations

:hougunmeohywlﬂ:m |

ipated before year end.

We have nnja- 4 !
mcbﬁmuvcnd:’;aofthe

We are also planning several
other things in the immediate
future.

We have started a new ser-
vice, The Charlotte Post
Printing Service. This new di-
vision of the company will
handle all of your printing
needs from busifiess cards to
brochures and ams. We
will do church bulletins, me-
nus, announcements, posters,

flyérs, personalized station-
ﬂ and whatever else you

t need printed. We are

this service to grow

quim'up , and within two

years to zmexm as much rev-

enue as the newspaper. This .
equates to more gobs for our

community and for our city.

As far u the newspapcr i$
concerned, we are intending

.10 expand .inl.o sumnundmg
y’ " expansion is targcmor

Monroe area.

“Then we intend to make a
fifty mile radius sweep of the
Charlotte area.

We, here at the Charlottc

meon._.It is Mhou that we all |
Without a doill::t. none of
our successes would have
been possible without the gra-
cious support we have re-
ee‘!ved from you, our readers
advertisers. Your loyalty
panen:;l have been an in-
spiration an incentive to
efforts.

our

We immdwbem;dbest
wno&im()urgod- m:mber
one your t will
o support




