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Who is Toni Seawright? Answer, and sur-
prisingly, the first Black Miss Mississippi.

‘Toni, a 22-year old beautiful and talented na-

tive of Moss Point is a 1987 music major
graduate of Mississippi University for Wom-
.en. With a positive 1 can do attitude, Ms.
‘Seawright says, "I plan on winning. I know
‘that it takes a lot of intense training but I am
ready for it."

In her first-ever beauty queen contest, Toni
won over a field of 36 other contestants. Con-
sistent with her positive approach, the new
Miss Mississippi is expected to perform her
winning rendition of "I'm' Going All the
Way" at the Miss America pageant on Sep-
tmnher 19 in Atlantic City, Jew Jersey.

“ Upon Ms. Seawright's selection, USA TO-

_ '-DAY said the obvious, "Black sts America
" ‘wontestants from the South are as rare as
‘black pageant winners. " This statement is of

‘eourse in reference to the one black Miss.
America Pageant winner Vanessa Wil-

- liams in 1984 in the entire history of the pa-
_geant.
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Seawright's Victory Means....
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Toni is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Nor-

man and Annie Seawright and is the young-

est of the eight children in the family,

For those of us knowledgeable and aware of
our nation’s struggles to overcome racism
and the hard fought civil rights gains of the
1960s, we must recognize that with-all the fri-
volity and somewhat triviolities of beauty pa-
geants, Ms. Seawright's victory represents a
historic milestone. "Why? Because any
crack of shattering of the traditionally ideal-
ized white Southern Bella culture means for
many white people, both north and south, in-
trusion into the lingering socially segregat-
ed lifestyles of our nation. Such segregation
becomes all the more important because
many business and economic decisions af-
fecting the jobs and welfare of many people
were and are made in such social settings -
private clubs and dinner parties. Toni Seaw-
right's victory may be at least a symbolic be-
ginning of the end of such social separation
of the races.

A "Dangerous Trend"

Three years ago, the IBM Corporation pro-
_vided $900,000 in equipment to establish and
League's Job Train-

staff people for a full three-year period to

serve as director and teacher. Dan Bowen, -
vice president of programs for the Urban -

League,said that 85% graduation rate of 134

_students and job placement 'of 114 out of 169

students enrolled in ten classes late 1984,
Furthermore, IBM officials state that they

- have been involved with a half dozen other lo-

eﬂbumumtwoyunmindmlopinzu

mmmmenf, training m fﬂ' over. 300
Charlotte-Mecklenburg principals and o
administrators.  While nll of the, eo;-.porate
training sounds very noble, it is indicative at
least in part of a "dangerous trend”, says U.
S. Secretary of Labor William Brock. He

- added, "Millions of workers are prevented
fromgatting:obsormwingtohetterjobsby

their lack of basic competency in reading,
writing and speaking English, by their poor
math gkills and by their lack of reasoning
and problem-solving skills.'

Brock's words are strongly supported by a
recent article that says his-
torically the nation's corporations

“considered it the role of educators to teach
young Americans the three "R's" and to pre-
pare them generally for life and for work."”
However, these firms have now come to real-
ize that "basic education has become their
business, too." Consistent with Mr. Brock's

~statement, the corporations claim that they

have a difficult time locating employees with
high school diplomas with the basie entry-
level job skills. For example, and this is just
one of many, the New York Times' report
states that this year the New York Telephone
Company found that 84% of its apphcantl

" school eonstruction p
issues.

failed :ts,enh'y-lml exams,

These efforts by the corporate community to
do what public education should be doing
from the University down to the secondary

school level, but especially the latter, should

notbemrpﬁunglygimtho status of Ameri-
can public edueation. For , here in

‘North Carolina we can mauﬁmrin-paf !

the nation. In mwmu,w
cans and dom:‘;.tl alike; from Governor

JmMutintoLt.GmeJﬁrﬂn-— :

there is more a political show of force over the

_'mdnhoolﬁmdathmﬂuqltoﬁdmt_ 0 deve
+.vmoerit. of 8

- Locally,
Mecklenburg Bo@:rd member the
County Comm:suonei‘t m at odds oveér

In addxﬁo"n, ’hm been
raised about the cr‘dib:l:ty otntud-nt indi-
vidual scores on.the
Test (CAT), and the continuing controver-
sies over the teacher development program,
school-based health clinics and w er
black students are receiving oqunl ‘éoduca-
tional encouragement and recognition..

Add to all of this, the nppamtanmpﬁon
that the public schools should assume’ more
and more of the responsibility of the home
and family-breakfast, meals and a wide host
of social matter, in addition to the health
clinics--is there any wonder that tlu ‘
schools are not adequately preparis
people for entry-level jobs and li
school generally? This kind of chaos inuwb-

lic education’ will continue until par-
ents assume their rightful nspmnﬂu

- and then demand that the elected officials,

both at the state and local level, begin to act
more responsibly to the basic needs of our
youth. The survival of public education de-
mands such a move.

Welcome Habitat For Humamty

’I‘hu weekend will begin the 5-day Habitat
for Humanity 14-house building project
headed up by the Jimmy Carter Work Camp
of 300 volunteers plus hundreds of local vol-
unteers including the low income families
who will purchase and occupy the 14 homu

We wish for Habitat President Juha Maul-

Athiwmmt,' :

den and the host group much success in this
bold venture to provide home ownership op-
portunities for 14-additional low income fam-
ilies. It is gratifying to know that while the
Reagan Administration continues to dis-
mantle federal housing programs Mw
are people still committed to holpin'

rul need.
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,'and related  first’

I:Iljut Mccoy (m3-l929) in-
venlor was granted over 72 patents

in his lifetime, most of which relat- -
ed 10 lubricating appliances for en-

gines. He was a pioneer in the art
of steadily supplying oil to machin-
ery from a cup which eliminated the
Mhmhﬁhﬂhm
- His inventions are still prevalent
in toddy’s machinery. He was so
‘good that the term ‘real McCoy'
came from his inventions. /
Katherine Johnson (1918- ),

mnmmm ;

A[lonhucpwmmdwom-
mmmmmm
. They all made major contributions
to our country. Their works and
achievements have afforded us a lot
of the comforts we experience to-
day.

Regretiably, all of them were left
out of our history books. Our
school systems have neglected
lnebln; our children about the -

e

our \vorld is rapidly being con-
trolled by technological innova-
tions. . ;

By using Black role models of the
past, Bell South hopes that the
community will be influenced 10
direct our youth into taking more
of an interest in science and tech-

nology.
'lhpllu s being run in
»» Columbia, §. C.,
Jackson, Min,. Tuskagee, Ala.,
Bintiam ‘Ala., .llchonvillo

_Elections I-Iave Strateglc

Mﬂag.md!tl oM bounce
counts in horsoshoes”. Rhu::'
vator for their candidates. Yet, po-
litical strategists know thu to

maintain ‘national and
statewide power or to circumvent
. an entrenched p

e

hﬂ ’, .- s

losing

e 2 0 w’w;*ﬂv
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Fla., Nashville, Tenn., Louisville,
Ky., Atlanta, Ga., New Orleans, la.
The promotional radio announce-
ments can be heard locally on
For & major corporation to make
such an investment in the Black
eomnahyhhthadmspimional
!thahom '

hmﬁﬂyﬁﬂﬂeﬁlfmm
involved, The dollars Bell South is
pouring into the Black community
o promote this campaign helps

; Mhmﬂﬂwmpmgn

ATl
our high
education, then Bell Souhw

‘tare pool of human resources to

Ga';m"mﬁm

be a fu-
m!‘wthemuelmﬁ?ﬂlm
ha;mu!of.
'Ihomuyhuwztnsmuppod
resources that otherwise could end
up on some fonn of entitlement
program.
mum::munoum

Wommbuwhiuy
to show our children what contribu-
tions were made by Black Ameri-
cans. Then help them see that they
to can help shape and mold this
country's future as well as their
own through continued education.

Hopefully, the country's history
hoohwillblhcmrjnbofdocu

In doing all of this, we should
not forget to call or write Southern
Bell and let them know that their
efforis are greatly appreciated.
‘hope more businesses will be in-
fluenced by the positive initiative




