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: getting her own group
going, Ms. Hyman was affiliated
‘with All the People. Then she
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Moam “-M;Am.’ Louis Art_nifl‘bng‘. mother and Kenyatta as the young"Satchmo" share a tender moment in this scene from the mu-
sical celebrating the Hﬁ@m of the Jazz great, Louis Armstrong

Ebony Jo-Ann Portrays

I+ Louis’Armstrong's Mother, Wife

irst
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Years

took a new direction. Broadway
and the Duke Ellington musical,
“SBophisticated Ladies” became
the focus of Ms. Hyman's profes-
sional energies. So outstanding
was Ms. Hyman's performance,
she won a Tony nomination for
Best Supporting Actress in a mu-
sical and a Theatre World
Award for Most Promising New
Talent. :

After a four year hiatus from
recording, ' Ms. Hyman, now ap-
pearing on the road with the
“Jazz Explosion” tour with jazz
greats Jean Carne Stanley Tur-

_rentine and Ramsey Lewis has
roleased her most recent record-

ing endeavor, "Living All

By Loretta Richardson
Post Staff Writer

On the upper level of Ovens Au-
ditorium voices can be heard dis-
cussing script changes in the up-
coming musical,
An American Musical Legend."
In another part of the auditorium
the young lad portraying Louis
Armstrong as a child rehearse a
scene where Armstrong gets a
chance to show off his trumpet
playing.

The meeting upstairs finally
breaks. Descending from the
stairs is Ebony Jo-Ann, the ac-

In The Musical- "SATCHMO:An American Musical Legend"

"SATCHMO: -

tress who plays not only, Louis
Armstrong's mother, but his wife

as well.

The dual roles Ebony Jo-Ann.

plays almost went to another ac-
tress. According to her, when she
found out about the musical there
wasn't the slightest possibility
that she could audition for the
part

Maurice Hines, the choreograph-
er of the show and he was telling
me about it. At that time, though,
the musical was hiring nonunion
actors and actresses and [ am a
member of the Actor's Union,"

. commented Ms. Jo-Ann.

Not giving the musical a sec-
ond thought Ebony went on to au-
dition for and land a part in a
play called, "Waking Women,"
written by Cassandra Medley.
“The play was wonderful. It was
the most challenging plece I've
been in.

"I just happened to run into ‘

High spirited dance scenes like the one pictured above were expertly choreographed by Maurice

The play centered _

around a woman named Ms.

Edie who offers condolences to a

neighbor. She has a 30 fminute

. monologue and I loved every

minute of it."




