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tration, today
sians in the Agency's 8(a) program
to "enhance the chances for suc-
cess andeliminate opportunities
for potential abuse.”

Under 8(a), so-called after a sec-
tion ol the Small Business Act, SBA
directs federal contracts on a non-
competitive basis to minority-
owned small firms.

While saying he is "fully com-
mitted to the program” and that
8(a) reflects "thousands of success
stories,” he conceded there were
some serious problems. Abdnor
made his comments at a White

Bill of Rights. Participating with
the President and Abdnor in the

were White House Chief
Staff Howard Baker and Bud-
Director James Miller.
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arfl distinetive diamond!
with the most de

gifts of fine silver, ¢ and
fat a complete selection of watch-
o8y clocks, lighters and pens.
&ﬂn continue all of their

known quality services in-
cliding watch and clock repair,
jdWelry repair and engraving.
| Brownlees will be open daily -
filom ® am to 5 pm and will be
closed Saturdays and Sundays.
Eckerd's Program
Honors Black

\Clearwater, FL -- Eckerd Drug
ces their sponsorship of a

tHroughout history.

"Profiles in the Building of
America™ will be aired on radio
stations throughout 11 Southern
stiates, on over 35 stations. Each
short inspirational message will

t the life of a member of
the Black Community and their
ascomplishments inWorld Histo-
ry, Bcience, Art and American Cul-
tire. For example, the program
highlights Emonia Lewis, a sculp-

addition, the program will cover
the lives of Historic Blacks in the
Old Testament. This new radio
program is scheduled to air each
weekday throughout the year.

Eckerd Drug stores operates
stores in the 15 Southeast and
Southwest states.

ges Improvements -

"mun-ﬁdﬁ-
Mﬂwnlﬁlnddh-

‘advantaged status,

"The 8(a) program is a good
one,” Abdnor said. "It can be made
better and it will be made better.”
< The BBA head indicated that the
&a) program is an integral part of
the President's economic Bill of
Rights - "the freedom to work, the
freedom to enjoy the fruits of one's
mmﬁmmmm
trol one's property and the free-
dom to participate in a free mar-
Mﬂ

"Make no mistake about it," Abd-
nor said. "There has been
inthogvputﬁmofthaﬂ(a)m

terprise system.
Onhnﬁn.withthmt
should bé just one tool to accom-
M%ﬁlﬂuﬂm It should not
be the tool."
hMlMBBAM-
record $8.1 billion in 8(a) contracts
to  minority-owned . esmall-
companies. Abdnor said that mi-
nority enterprise small business in-
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