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Gloomy Tee';__ﬁ

It is & good thing to laugh. Next
to a good soul-stirring prayer is a
gvod laugh, especially if it is the re-
sult of honest good humor.

For honest good humor is the ail
and wine of a fun-loving event,
and there is no jovial companion-
ship equal to that where the jokes
are small compared to the abun-
dant laughter.

Other than drinks and sandwich-
es, the Comedy Zone, located in the
Radisson Plaza Hotel, offered
plenty of laughter. The laugh-a-

. ~minute time was headlined by Wil-

lie Stratford, Jr.,a wiry framed

. mass of witty energy, who, only a

. formed at the

year and one- ago, first per-

Zone as an

. opening act for Pat Paulsen. -

Since that time, however, he has

.« traveled throughout the country
, Ppainting upturned faces on people
4 like sunshine does to flowers, and

i last weekend was no exception.
+ For 45 minutes each show, and

there were two a night, Friday,

., Baturday, and Sunday, Willie

' transformed, even, the gloomiest '
'+ temperaments to joy with sponta-

. neous comedic antics, along with
. his hilarious spillings of "Love
. Song to Connie Chung”, "Willie

Damm" and "Paul Harvey". .
At this writing, Stratford is back

. _onthe road, but whenever he ap-

pears in the vicinity, do yourselves |

a favor and spend a glorified even-
ing of fun and laughter with a tru-
ly funny man.
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‘The opening concert of Spirit’
Square's Simmering Jazz series
was headlined by jazz musician
and composer Michael Franks, in

~ | & recent performance that ended
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with two rousing encores. :

For over ten years. Michael
Franks has been quietly building a
body of work that puts him squa-
relthe leading edge of popular mu-

listic

2 5 -

“Big Bird Goes Hollywood/Sesam

Charlotte Coliseum.

sic's on going experiment with sty-.

lotte After Dark, Friday night,

while drinking coffee, Friday
morning. ' The next two events
though, allow a little more time to

prepare.

Branford Marsalis, the highly re-
garded saxophone player and CBS
recording artist who has enjoyed

ing success with album
releases in both jazz and classical-
fields, is coming to Charlotte.

The Branford Marsalis Quartet

_will appear in concert at Spirit .

@

11, at 8:16 PM. The concert will be |
filmed for & pay- cable TV special |

to air sometime next year and will
also be released on home video.
..‘.......,.. .
Collaboration is how it is billed. A
harmonius touch with the senhsual
is what it will be, when George
Benson and Earl Klugh grace the
stage at Ovens Auditorium, Satur-

i 7:30 pan: mnd 1009 5
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A world which doesn’t want fo
‘Black Man', but does so discreetly

the'

Aworld where we can send a man or woman 1o tbe moon, but cant ~ §
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*Grover Washington concert, Friday, November 20 at 8 p.m., Ovens Auditoriam.

. *Rapp Concert, Saturday, _Nonmbor 21; Charlotte Coliseurn.

mation.

**Mama, | Want To Sing" (musical), Thursday

p.m.; Ovéns Auditorium.

*George Benson and Earl K

ens Auditorium.

«John Blake; Friday and Saturday, November 20 and 21

than's.

and Friday, November 26 and 27 at §.

*Roy Ayers, Spirit 8quare NCNB Performance Place; Call 3768883 for more Infor -;
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lugh, Saturday, November 28 at 7:30 p.m. and il p.m. at Ov- §

at 9 p.m. and 11 p.m.; Johna |
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