
Gloomy Temperrents Turn >y It is a good thing to laugh. Next 
to a good soul-stirring prayer is a 
good laugh, especially if it is the re- 
sult of honest good humor. 

For honest good humor is the oil 
and wine of a ftra-loving event, 
and there is no jovial companion- 
ship equal to that where the jokes 
are small compared to the abun- 
dant laughter. 

Other than drinks and sandwich- 
es, the Comedy Zone, located in the 
Radisson Plasa Hotel, offered 
plenty of laughter. The laugh-a- 
minute time was headlined by WQ- 

! he Stratford, Jr.,a wiry framed 
mass of witty energy, who, only a 

3 yesr and one- half ago, first per- 
formed at the Comedy Zone as an 

* opening act for Pat Paulsen. 
Since that time, however, he has 

traveled throughout the country 
J painting upturned faces on people 

like sunshine does to flowers, and 
last weekend was no exception. 
For 45 minutes each show, and 
there were two a night, Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, Willie 
transformed, even, the gloomiest1 
temperaments to joy with sponta- 
neous comedic antics, along with 
his hilarious spillings of "Love 

v Song to Connie Chung", "Willie 
Damm" and "Paul Harvey”. 

At this writing, Stratford is back 
onthe road, but whenever he ap- 
pears in the vicinity, do yourselves 
a favor and spend a glorified even- 
ing of flin and laughter with a tru- 
ly funny man. 

The opening concert of 8pirit 
Square's Simmering Jus series 
wu headlined by jass musician 
and composer Michael Franks, in 

l I a meant performance that ended 
with two rousing encores. 

For over ten years Michael 
Franks has been quietly building a 
body of work that puts him squa- 
rel the leading edge of popular mu- 
sic's an going experiment with sty- 
listic syntheris. 

Frank has built a reputation for 
his emotive, highly visual compo- 
sitional style. 

His first album, The Art of Tea," 
wu released in 1976 and since 
then he hu recorded sight other 
albums, including the most meant 
release, The Camera Never Lies." 

8ongs like "When I Give My 
Love To You", Queen of the Un- 
derground", and "Island Life", 
warn approvingly recognised by 
the full- house audience which 
gave credence to the songs' popu- 
larity. 

If the opening aeries of Simmer- 
ing Jass is any indication of how 
well the other segments will be re- 
ceived, get your tickets early or 
miss die ftm. 

Everything that looks to the fW 
turn elevates human nature, even 
to the paint of anticipating Char- 
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lotte After Dark, Friday night, 
while drinking coffee, Friday 
morning. The next two event* 
though, allow a little more time to 
prepare. 

Branford Marsalis, the highly re- 
S*rdad saxophone player and CBS 
recording artist who has enjoyed 
chart-topping euccess with album 
releases in both jazx and classical- 
fields, is coming to Charlotte. 

The Branford Marsalis Quartet 
.will appear in concert at Spirit. 

Square, Wednesday, November 
11, at 8:15 PM. The concert will be 
filmed far a pay- cable TV special 
to air sometime next year and will 
also be released on home video. 

Collaboration is how it is billed. A 
harmonius touch with the sensual 

> is what it will be, when George 
Benson and Earl Klugh grace the 
stage at Ovens Auditorium, Satur- 
day night, November 28, for two 
shows 7:30 pjn. and 10:30 pa. 
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Proud To Be A Back tfcn 

I am a twenty year old man Hving In a world full of despair and dte- 
content 
A world which doesnl want to acknowledge the success of the 
Black Man', but does so discreetly because of the Constitution. 
A world where we can send a man or woman to tbe moon, but canl 
control (fscrlmination here on eartft 
in spite of al the workfs disappointments. I AM PROUD TO BE A 
BLACKMAN. 
The question may be asked 'If al these problems exist in the world, how can you be proud to be a black man?* 
I must also refer to yesterday's leaders, such as Mary McCteod Be- 
tfwre, who Is responsible for one of our oldest black kistitutions, 
Bethune Cookman University. Martin Luther King Jr., who broke 
the mold on CivH Rights and became the first black to have a nation- 
al holiday. Furthermoe, we must respect the courage and trust that 
Rev. Jesse Jackson is trying to implify though his struggle for 
e^afity as weH as the presidency of the United States. 
But most importantly, I’m PROUD TO BE A BLACK MAN because 
rm a chid of God and any child of God is worth being proud of. 

-Adrian Stowe 

onur 1 tin; rusi: 

• Mo scow Ballet. Saturday-Monday, November 7-9 at 8 p.m.; Charlotte Coliseum. 

Charlotte ^Zm'*'™3'****™ ^ Tt)una9V s^^ November 12-14; 

•Grover Washington concert. Friday, November 20 at 8 p.m.. Ovens Auditorium. 

•Rapp Concert, Saturday, November 21; Charlotte Coliseum. 

matlorfyer8 SP'rit 8c,Utra NCNB Performanc® p,®ce; Call 376-8883 for more Infer- 
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IrnTJuKlItorlum1 *** K,U°h’ Saturday’ Novemb®r 28 « y30 p.m. and N p.m. at Ov- 

Fr1day and Saturday, November 20 and 21 at 9 p.m. and 11 p.m.; Johna- 
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The doors of the City axe hinged 
on welcome for the many alumni 
students and friend* of Johnson C. 
Smith University, this weekend. 
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PRAY FOR AMERICA 

See the contemporary classic, The Breakfast Chib, starring 
Emelio Estevez, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald and Ally Sheedy, tonight at 9 on TV 46. 

ymm 
BROADCAST TV PREMIERE: THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
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‘TOO TIME-CONSUMING AND TEDIOUS" 
That's what his peers say about the time and care 
he spends making his special jewelry But, lucky for 
him, he's not out to please his peers, just himself 
and his customers. 

At Jack Daniel's, we feel the same way. We're 
bent on giving you the best whiskey anyone can 

possibly make. That's why we take the extra 
time to mellow our whiskey the slow, old, 
Tennessee way. •<••• •'/ r: ■& 

Experience, first hand, how time and 
care make the taste of Jack Daniels 
Whiskey as good as gold. 


