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INTRODUCTION 
,, ““f'.uTT1 many "a01101" from the people of Hto day. At the 

Jesus was probably less than two years old. the 
Word was out that the One who would become King of the Jews was 
born, ana the reactions were mixed. Herod wanted to wipe Him out; the wise-men worshiped Him. From birth to death Jesus' life was 
not a bed of roses. 
After the birth of Jesus. Joseph and Mary decided to stay in Bethle- hem. They were poor, as seen from the offering given when Jesus 

was taken to the temple. In order not to force Mary to travel Imme- 
diately after the birth of Jesus. Joseph probably got a Job In Bethle- 
hem and then decided to stay on rather than Interrupt his wage- earning activities. 

Mary Joseph and Jesus were six miles away when theWlse-Men 
came to Jerusalem. 

I 
THE LESSON 

was bom In the town of Bethlehem In Judea, during the time 
Terod was king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the 
une from the East to Jerusalem and asked. "Where is the baby be king of the Jews?" We saw his star when It came up In the 
id we have come to worship him." When King Herod heard 
was very upset, and so was everyone else In Jerusalem. He 
ogether all the chief priests and the teachers of the law and 
hem, "Where will the Messiah be bom?" "In the town of Be th- 
in Judea." they answered. "For this Is what the prophet 'Bethlehem In the land of Judea, you are by no means the 
the feeding cities of Judah; Car from you will come a leader 

II guide my people Israel'.’ 
rod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and 
'ut from them the exact time the star had appeared. Then he 
cm to Bethlehem with these Instructions: "Go and make a 
search for the child; and when you find him let me know so 
oo may go and worship him. And so they left, and on their 
■y MW the same star they had seen In the East. When they how happy they were, what Joy was theirs! It went ahead of 
ntU It stopped over the place where the child was. They went 
: house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, lelt down and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts of 
antlncenae, and myrrh, and presented them to him. Then 
turned to their country by another road, since God had 
them In a dream not to go back to Herod." (Matthew 2:1-12) 

> not know how many Wise-Men there were. Tradition holds 
sre were three, since they gave three categories of gifts to Je- 
’e do not know where they came from. Some have speculated 
*erBla, Babylon, or Arabia. All we know is that they came 
le East. People known as magi or wlse-men were skilled In 
llfierent areas such as philosophy, politics, science, astrolo- 

.t'gy. medicine, etc., but we have no specific Information regarding 
2 these who came to honor the new bom King. 
2, Although we do not know how many there were, their place of ori- 
*gln. or their particular expertise, we do know that Wlse-men were 
£ highly respected. These had some on a special mission, to worship 
£the King of the Jews. Notice some distinctive things about these Wise 
jn men; (1) They were willing to be Inconvenienced In order to search 
JJbr the King, (2) They did not consider themselves to have too much 
^status fa^search forHlm. even while He was a babe. (3) They were not 

^ur colors for Christ becauselmme believe Urnt Hlm^ioeso^ 
■fcnake sense? They took a Journey across countries. Are we willing to 

across town? They interrupted months of their lives. Are we will- 
?lng to Interrupt popular television programs? They testified before a 

*;klng. Are we wilting to witness before influential people? 
*• wise men sun sees Jesus, seeking Jesus requires more than seek 
ling a babe to worship, for Jesus has grown up. Seeking Jesus today 
'Involves seeking His will. His attitudes. His love. His character, His 
Horace, His morality. His submission to the Father and then living 
fuiat out of His fullness. Are we "wise?" 

Not only do wise men today still seek Jesus, but they also still run 
the "Herods." These Wise men had two Influences tugging at 
King Herod commanded them to report back to him; but God 

not to. They saw Herod face to face, but not God. Being a 

king, Herod could Inflict severe punishment on them for 
his command. 
[will always have the Herods trying to prevent Jesus from 

own and popular. With whom will we side, Herod or 
men? These Wise-men chose to Ignore Herod and to 
it sounds easy at first, but how do we handle "power 
plays came in a lot of difficult forms. Each of these 

a different "Herod." Which one of these tends to trip us up? a) 
b) Traditional pressure? c) Financial pressure? d) 
e? e) Elite pressure? 

as then, God wants courageous people who are willing to be 
sentenced, willing to give valuables away, willing to take risks, 

willing to obey Him In spite of threats. 

Memorial Worships 
Continued from Page 1QA 

December 24. at 7 p.m. Rev. Ed- 
ward B. Newberry is the pastor. 

The church is located at 2600 
Beatties Ford Rood. 

LIVING SAVIOUR 
A service of traditional carols 

and scripture readings In the 
german language will begin at 5 
p.m. on Christmas Eve at Living Saviour Lutheran Church. 

The church is located at 6817 
Carmel Road ExL 

Campbell of Salem Missionary 
Baptist Church. 
Everyone Is invited to attend. 

MEW EMMANUEL 
The New Emmanuel Congrega- 

tional United Church of Christ 
Invites you to their annual 
'Advent Candlelight Service' on 

Sunday. December 20th, at 5 
p-m. 

The church Is located at 3546 
Beatties Ford Rd. Rev. Edward 
Holloway Is pastor. 

QREEEN OAK 
The members of Green Oak 

Missionary Baptist Church an- 
nounces their 'Appreciation Day Service' for their musician, 
Evang. James Davis, Sunday, De- 
cember 20th. at 2:30 p.m. 

The church is located at 1505 
Kennon St. Everyone Is Invited* 
to attend. 

SOUTH TRYON 
The South Tryon Presbyterian Church Is offering a free tutor- 

ing, arts and craft, recreation 
and blble study program. For 
more Information contact the 
church, weekdays between 8 
a.m-3 p.m. The number Is 334- 
8455. 

EAST 8TONEWALL 
The Sunday school department 

of East Stonewall AME Zion 
Church announces their annual 
Christmas program following 
worship service Sunday, Decem- 
ber 20th. 

On Sunday, January 10th 
Brother Walter Ingram will 
preach his trial sermon at 3 p.m. 

V 

ASCENSION 
For Christmas Eve and Christ- 

mas Day. Ascension Lutheran 
Church will hold three special 
services : Christinas Eve family 
service at 7:30 p.m.. Christmas 
Eve communion service at 10:30 
p.m., Christmas Day communion 
service at 11 a.m. The public Is 
Invited to attend. 

CORINTHIAN 
Corinthian Missionary Baptist 

Church announces their 
'Installation Service' Sunday, 
January 3. at 2:30 p.m. The guest 
speaker will be Dr. Fred Gibson, 
pastor of Greater Providence 
Baptist Church. 

The Pastor's Aid will celebrate 

speaker Will, be Rev. Ai 

Drop Off Needed 
Articles For 
Less Fortunate 

Outlet Market Place will pro- 
vide a drop-off station for the 
Clover Caring Center through 
December 22. 

The Clover Caring Center is a 
crisis center for clothing, emer- 
gency food and furniture for 
bum-outed and less fortunate 
families. 

Many people still live In what * 

seems a cold and hostile world. 
So, stop by to add warmth and 

gentleness to the homes of the 
needy. 

Have a meaningful Christmas 
season. 

jpelebrate Death Of Christ, Not Birth 
•oft-soaking the Gospel. Uncle Joe had 
this to asy; "Christ said. 1 am the Way. 
the Truth, and the life.1" Then he asked 
me. "Why have anything else?" Then he 
aakl. "If the Lord called me to cany the 
Word. I'd carry the Ward!" Now. brother, 
that la my determination. Preach the 
Wordl Carry the Word! It doesn't matter 
artist you think about me or the Word. The 
Word la the Word and you cannot charge 
It God's Word wlfl never paaa away. It'D be 
■landing when you long, robbing devlla. 
who go In the name of preachers, are dead 
and tn MefB Near you let that soak In. 

Go In the average church and you never 
hear about Christ dying for sMiera and 
that Christ la tha sinner's only hope. H la 
always some program or somethtrw else 
that la magrrtOed. Or aa Brother Shelton 
used to say. man U deified and Christ la 
humanized. I know that Is so. If I'd go In 
the average church In thla town and tell 
how God, saves a sinner In the dust and 

ashes of repentance, the preachers and 
congregation* would brand me craiy and 
throw me out. Thus salth the Lord: Curse 
be the man that trustcth In man. and 
meketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departed! from die LORD," (Jer. 17:5). Are 
you going to beheve what the LORD says 
about thia pagan celebration or will you 
trust the arm of the flesh which la pagan 
tradition? There la no neutral ground. 
You are either going to come out of It or re- 
bel against God and go on in it. Christmas 
la Idolatry." (I Cor. 10:14). Then listen 
again: "And he said unto them, ye arc they 
which justify yuursehrcs before men; but 
God knoweth your hearts: for that which 
Is highly esteemed among men la abomi- 
nation In Die sight of Ood." (Luke 16:15). 
Now you think seriously about these 
things, my Mends, and I plead with you 
to take a stand for the truth. 
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[ Qattery 
Orderable or instock Bridal Gowns Brides- 

” Ai maid Gowns, Debutante Gowns andformals 

20% O&ifLayawayorcLrge 
Offering Custom Design Gowns, 

Veils, and Formals 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-8, 

Cotszootd Matt SatI0'6 (704) 365-0877 

Curry's Skin Care 
Tips On 

Accenting 
Good Features 

and Minimizing j Others./ 

Call For Appointment 
2117 Beatties Ford Rd. ( Next To Wayne's) 

LADIES 
Your Hands 

Should Look 
Like This! 

Curry’s Skin Care’s 
Nail Special I 

Nail Tips & Wrap, 
or Sculptured Nails 

394-5514 I 

^Quichi Shopper 
For More 

• Information 
Ki. About 

Purchasing 
Ad Space 
Within 

The Quicks hopper 
Call 

LaShun Lawson 
The 

Charlotte 
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Post 
376-0496 

Post 
Printing 
Services 

Let Us Handle 
Your Printing 
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^ 
If Your Hair Isn't j 

r ^ 

Guess What 
Happens 
When You 

Don't Advertise 
In The Post? 

NOTHING!! 

Hu^y' Call 
376-0496 

k. A 

Quality 
Tire Company 

HEWAHD MIBB TIRES 

Rims, Hobs, Batteries 
Af Sites i 

Cars, Vans & Trucks A 

Open 7 Days A Week 
7am -7pm 

342-0544 
George McConnell 

Owner 
Home 377-0500 

617 N. Summit Awe. 
Charlotte, N.C. 28216 

(Behind JCSU) 


