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BUSINESS FEATURE

Sobers Rides Into Auto Dealership
By HERB WHITE 
Post Staff Writer

Wayne Sobers has been a part 
of the business world for many 
years, but running his own 
brings a new set of challenges.

Sobers, the owner of Sobers 
Chevrolet In Mooresvllle, said 
taking over the dealership was a 
gamble, but an investment 
worth risking.

"I've had a few In my life and 
this is probably the biggest, at 
least In terms of Investments 
and my time," he said. "The one 
thing that's not new to me Is 
running a profitable business. 
The only re^ big difference now 
Is I have a bigger stake In It fi
nancially."

After 15 years as an executive 
vice president at Earl G. Graves 
Ltd., the parent company of 
Black Enterprise magazine. So
bers entered General Motors' 
dealer development program In 
1987. After training In GM's 
Dealer Development Academy in 
Detroit and a Yonkers, N.Y. deal
ership, Sobers was ready to take 
on his own decdershlp.

Selling cars Is different, but 
only slightly, from a business 
standpoint.

"I don't look at It so much as 
being a dealership as It Is run
ning a business that happens to 
be a dealership,” he said.

Retail businesses like Sobers's 
are the first to be affected by the 
economy, he said. If consumers 
feel secure with the future, they 
are more Ukety to buy big-ticket 
items like cars.

"When you're In the retail busi
ness, you feel It first-hand," he 
said. "In most cases, (a car) is 
the first or second-largest pur-

Hill Receives
Insurance
Award

MALVERN, PA — Helen 1. HUl 
of Charlotte was recently award
ed the Certificate In General In
surance by the 
Insurance In
stitute of 
America.
Earning the 
certificate re
quires com
pletion of 
three national 
examinations 
covering Insu
rance princi
pals, contract
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Owner Wayne Sobers stands in the showroom of his dealership. Sobers Chevrolet, in Mooresvllle.

chase after a house. You're sell
ing a product that has a signifi
cant impact on their lives."

There Is more to a dealership 
than selling new cars, however. 
Sobers said.

There are separate depart
ments, Interdependent of each 
other, but with distinct features 
of their own.

"I think it's a very exciting 
business. In the automobile 
business, you have new cars, 
used cars, rentals, body shop, 
repairs,” he said. "I have six or 
seven departments under my 
purveyance as an auto dealer.”

Since taking over the dealer
ship In January, Sobers has tak
en on the task of building each 
department Into a viable piece 
of the business, which numbers 
17 fuU-ttme employees.

"Every business has Its peri
ods of volatility.” he said. 'You 
need to build a structure that al
lows you to do what Job told 
people to do In the Bible: build 
during the seven prosperous 
years to be able to care for the

seven lean years.
'You want to put it together 

well enough that when sales are 
down, the rest will pick up the 
slack.”

Although sales have been slow 
since Sobers took over, he Is 
confident the situation will turn 
around.

"Any business you first start Is 
going to be lean," he said, adding 
that January and February are 
traditionally slow months for 
car sales. 'You can't ever be up 
when you're starting."

Sobers said local reaction to 
his moving from Chappaqua, 
N.Y., a New York suburb, has 
been warm. Sobers's wife 
Yvonne, and their three children 
are still In New York, but will re
locate when the school year 
ends.

Mooresvllle residents, he said, 
are more receptive to change In 
order to help the general com
munity.

"In many ways, you'll find peo
ple (in Chappaqua) more resist
ant to change than in Moores-

HiU
analysis techniques and a wide 
range of Insurance policies.

Ms. Hill Is a Properly Rater In 
the Commercial Insurance Divi
sion at Aetna Life and Casualty 
Insurance Company. She Is a 
graduate of the University of 
North Carolina Chapel Hill.

Easter Holiday
Sanitation Schedule

Friday Backyard Customers:
No backyard pickup on Friday, March 24

Friday Curbside Customers:
No curbside trash collection on C0»

Friday, March 24
(:iiviu.orn:.Monday thru Thursday Customers:

No change in regularly scheduled service
Call 336-2673
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Ralph Lauren
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Not Included 
Offer Expires 
April 15,1989

vllle," he said.
There hasn't been a culture 

shock In moving south. Sobers 
said, although "accents are a 
little different In Mooresvllle 
than In Chappaqua.”

Sobers harbors hope that one 
day his company can make 
Black Enterprise's list of 100 
top black-owned businesses. As 
one of the people who helped 
start the list. It would be a nice 
touch to make It.

"I was there for the first one,” 
he said. 'To me, it would be very 
nice to make that list. It would 
be a sign of achievement. But 1 
don't blur the picture. If It's go
ing to come. It's going to come 
because I do the other things 
right."

^Perm No More...
Now Have The Chemical 
Look Without The Chemicals
TRY alternative. ..
It..,Promotes oil retention 
...Contains Natural Ingredients 
. ..Gives hair a fuD bodied look 
...Does not sit on hair jiving that 
'weighted down look.

...Eliminates breakage and aids hair that has been 
chemically Abused.

CALL: LIL HERRON
ALL DAY, SAT. & SUN. P7n/I^QOQ QQQ*7
After 5PM Mon.-Fri. (704)393-8387
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With the. Alternative Look
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The Woodlawn Holiday Inn Wants your 

business!
Let us host your next Special event:
•WEDDINGS
•FAMILY REUNIONS
•RELIGIOUS CONFERENCES
•MILITARY REUNIONS and CONFERENCES
•FRATERNAL CLUB MEETINGS
•SPORTS/ATHLETIC CLUB EVENTS

Please call our sales office to arrange 
a personal tour of our newly 
rennovated facilities

212 Woodlawn Road 704/525-8350
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You may be, too.
Do you know that a typi 

cal convention adds 
$400,000 to Charlotte’s 
economy?

Do you belons to 
one of the followins 
orsanizations"

• social
• relisious
• military
• fraternal

(L toR) Sylvia 
Daniel, The Na

tional Environmen
tal Health Associa

tion Convention, June 
25 ■ 28, 1990. Jerry Bush, 
The International Right of 

Way Association Conven
tion, June 13-19,1992 The 

Reverend William White, The 
43rd Quadrennial Session of the 

General Conference, AME Zion 
Church, July 27 • Aug 5,1988.educational 

professional
If so, please consider invitins your sroup to meet in Charlotte
The Charlotte Convention & Visitors Bureau makes it easy...

Our complimentary services include:
• pre-convention plannins
• hotel room coordination
• brochures on dinins, attractions, and local events
• assistance in spouse and children's prosram plannins 

Call Susan Royster at 334-2282 today Your call may be worth
millions!
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Participating Sponsors: Adam's Mark, Embassy Suites Hotel, Hilton at University Place, 
Marriott City Center, Merchandise Mart, Park Hotel, Radisson Plaza, Ramada Inn Airport, 

Registry Hotel, Sheraton Airport Plaza and Woodlawn Holiday Inn.


