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'37te Sunday ScfiooC
_esson

by Betsie “lbon

) PITROPUCTION;

J| There are good people in politics, people whose Intentions are

\honorable and whose Influence is wholesome, pec”e who try to end

l'(é(_)rtr_uption and promote the welfare of all who are under their jurls-
iction.

But there are also peo{de in politics for what they can get out of it.
1'Sincere concern for the welfare of the people they govern is replaced
tby concern for their own advancement. The seizure of power takes

precedence over services to the populace. These greedy persons go
into politics for purety selflsh reasons.

This insincerity is not peculiar to the twentieth century. In this
week's lesson we see a gilallfled and worthy man declining the king-
Fship of his people and an unworthy man seeking it - and finding
Amuch support.

p Following their victory over the Mldlanltes, the Israelites wanted to
smake Gideon their king. But Gideon refused, saying that the Lord
fAwas the one who should rule over them. Although he was not their
I'klng, Gideon did exert great influence over Israel for forty years.
(During that period, some of the abuses associated with kingship be-
Jlgan to creep In.

J; First, Gideon made an ephod out of gold earrings taken from the
-slain Mldlanltes, and it came to be regarded almost as an idol. An
|'ephod was Bart of the Jewish high priest's garments. To it was at-
ptached the breastplate with the mysterious Urlm and ThummIm by
%whlch the will of God was revealed. (Read Elxodus 28: 6-30) )

Second, following the practice of kings, Gideon had many wives,
radilch was in direct violation of the law. We are not told how many
‘Wives he had, but it's knownthat he fathered seventy sons. (Judges
,8:30) There is no mention of the daughters v*o may have been bom
to him. Gideon had also a female slave from Shechem, who became

his concubine, a second-class wife. She also bore him a son named
Ablmelech.

Although Gideon's spiritual and moral examples were not what

they should haye been still Israel did not turn to the worship of Baal

. THE Lqung;
Gideon's son Ablmelech went to the town of Shechem, where all

his mother's relatives lived, and told them to ask the men of She-
chem, "which would you prefer? To have all seventy of Gideon's sons
govern you or to have Just one man? Remember that Ablmelech is
your own flesh and blood.” His mother's relatives talked to the men
of Shechem about this for him, and the men of Shechem deckled to
follow Ablmelech because he was their relative. 'They gave hiin sev-
er]tg pieces of silver from the temple of Baal-of-the-Covenant. and
with this money he hired a bunch of worthless scoundrels to join
him. He went to his father's house at Ophrah, and there on top ofa
single stone he killed his seventy brothers, Gideon's sons. But Jot-
ham, Gideon's youngest son, hid and was not killed. Then all the men
of Shechem and Bethmillo got together and went to the sacred oak
tree at Shechem, where they made Ablmelech king. When Jotham
heard about this, he went and stood on top of Mount Gerlgim and
.shouted out to them, "Listen to me, you men of Shechem, and God
may listen to you!" Once upon a time the trees went out to choose a
king for themselves. They said to the olive tree, "Be our king," The ol-
ive tree answered, "In order to govern you, | would have to stop pro-
ducing my oil, which is used to honor gods and men. Then the tree
;sald to the fig tree, "You come and be our king. But the <™ tree an-
swered, "In order to govern you, | would have to stop producing my
good sweet fruit." So the trees then said to the grapevine, "You come
Jand be our king. But the vine answered, "In order to govern you, |
would have to stop producing my wine that makes gods and men
happy. So then all the trees said to the thorn bush. You come and be
.dur king." The thorn bush answered, "Ifyou really want to make me
your king, then come and take shelter in my shade. Ifyou don't fire
will blaze out of mi/ thorny branches and bum up the cedars of Leba-
non." (Judges 9: 1-15)

r

_The thorn bush wanted to be sure the trees were serious and that
.its authority would be absolute. So It demanded that the trees put
‘their trust 1n Its shadow. How absurd, to see tall, beautiful trees
pbending low to find shelter under a lowly thorn bush! But ifthe trees
srefused, then the bramble would proceed to destroy them. Some-
;times whole forests were wiped out by fires that began in the scmb
*bushes of the area. The bramble warned that such would be the fate
lofthe trees if they did not accept its rule.

r Whether Jotham's fable was inspired or not, it proved to be pro-
Iphetlc. After Ablmelech had ruled three years, rebellion was stirred
'up in Shechem. Ablmelech brought his troops, cmshed the rebel-
lion, and destro%ed the city. When one thousand men and women
refuge in a hold of the temple of Baal, Ablmelech set the hold on
«flre, killing everyone in it. Then he went to take over another city, tut
".there he got too close to the citadel while he was attempting to bum
it down. Awoman threw a heavy stone down from the top <ifthe wall
Md brcdre his skull. With a last flash of pride, Ablmelech ordered
;one of his men to kill him so it could never be said that a wtMnan had
~one him in. Thus, amid tumult, flames, cries, and bloodshed, Abim-
elech came to his violent end. His life is a vMd illustration of Jesus'
Istatement that those o take sword shall perish by the sword.

+ lhe IKx>k of Judges gives us several examples ofwhat Go can do for

.and through His people when they realt?/ trust Him. But there are

A7y more Instances when we are appalled to read of broken faith,

Mtrayal of trust, the r%pudlatlon of G”™'s way, and the excesses of
e.

human passion and pri

: Again and again Jesus and the New Testament writers urge us to
showare" ofvarious evils. (Matt. 7:15; Luke 12:15; Phlllpfplans 3:2; Co-
fosslans 2:8; Peter 3:17). We are not to "give heed" to fobles or to pe-
ducing spirits, but to give "earnest heed" that our Christian standin%
mk "'sip™ away from us.

.The light of Christ! Ife, way, and truth helps us see how dark were
U»e A ofJudges. Italso reveals to us the darkness of our day, too
ap” from Him:

. Father, help us to yield ourselves to you. that Your grace may con-
Ter our cruelty. Your peace overcome our unrest, and Your purity
deanse our stains. InJesus name. Amen.

/
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SUNDAY --

DoYou
Know Christ?

ByJ. M. Uttle

"This is a faithful sajdng, and
worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; for whom
| (J. M. Little) am chief." (1 Tim.
1:15). Christdied forJ. M. Little.
Brother Paul said He was the
chief of sinners and that Christ
died for him. | am glad | also
can claim title and say "Christ
died for me." It's "sinner" and
Christ. Are you a sinner? In re-
sponse one will say; "I'm a mem-
ber of Deep Creek

Baptist Church,” another, "I
belong to Northside" and, "I've
been a member of THE HOUSE
OF PRAYER all my life." Alright,
I'll deal with you just as truthi”™-
%and tenderly as | know how. If
those are your on_I]y responses
when | ask you if you know
Christ, then that is concrete evi-
dence you do not know Christ.
And for you to remain where jrau
are means that Hell will be your
home! When you come to dep>art
this life your having been a Bap-
tist, Catholic, Jehovah's Wit-
ness, or the fact you went to the
House of Prayer 7 nights a week
won't help you one bit! It's
knowing Christ as your Lord and
your Saviour that will see you
safely across the chlify waters of
death. Ifyou don't know Christ,
having been religious to the core
as many of you are, will be all
that much more kindling wood
to bum you in Hell. Nowyou can
criticize me all you want to for
being true to you. | know your
blind and deceived state. | w™p
for you. You are lost and don't
know it.

When | was growing up as a
boy in the religious world |
didn't know | was a sinner in
need of salvation. | read my
Bible religiously. In the early
sixties, | wrote a letter to my
cousin. Lib Allen, who lived in
Lilesvllle, some 12 miles away
and told her that | knew | was
alright as long as | didn't do
anythi\r/l\g wrong to my fellow
man. What a blind state | was
in . | was tiylng to live a Chris-
tian life out of Christ. Let's just
examine my cdd religious heart
and life forjust a little. Here was
J. M. Little, a devout Bible stu-
dent, who would not miss a ser-
vice on Sunday if | could help it
teaching the Bible class, boast-
mlgl that | didn't live in sin as
other men did. Patting myself
on the back that "I harm no-
body." I'd go to other churches,
and wecis glad to have the oppor-
tunity to speak at religious
meetings. | was looked U]x>n as
a "model boy” in the community.

What about that, preacher,
deacon? You would say, and
many did; "surely Brother Uttle
is saved." Was 1? Can an indi-
vidual keep himself unspotted
fitom the world, be a devout Bible
student and teacher and still be
lost? What about it. Brother
Gatewood? Yes, | was all those
things and others but had never
known that | was a sinner.

Now, have you ever seen your-
selfas a sinner? Christ died for
sinners! I'm not talking about
making a little profession that
you are a sinner and walking
down to the front and giving the
Freacheryour hand. No! Multi-

udes do"that and go out into
eternity and wake up in Hell. I'm
talking about being awakened to
the fact jrau are a lost sinner and
seeing your far-off distance from
a thrice Holy God and you see
yourself helpless to get to Christ
and that no man can help P/ou,
have j«)u ever seen yourself as
such asinner? I'm talking about
seeing your totally depraved,
mined, helpless, doomed and
damned condition as a child of
the Devil. Have you seen this? If
you haven't, then you are not the
sinner for whom Christ died.
You'll never get to Heaven on a
floweiy bed of ease.
Hie Prophet Column Is s paid
advertisement.
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CARNIVAL BRUNCH

Includes
Belgium Waffles

» Hand Carved Meats

* Plus 3 Additional Entrees

* Special Kids Komer Fun
Foods

* An Array OfFreshly
Prepared Veggies & Salads

* A Wide Assortment Of
Mouthwatering Dessert

Only

«5.95

1lam - 2pm
Children 5-12 Half Price
Children Under 4 Free

10% Discount with
Church Bulletin
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W-D Brand U.S.D.A. Choice Bone-In

Chuck Roast. .

/\1”

All Flavors

Chek Drinks 2 bottes st

W-D Brand U.S.D.A. Choice

T-Bone Steak .

Harvest Fresh Jumbo

Cantaloupes



