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Fishbume Plays Ike
Continued From IB
his mother got Fishbume 
his first agent because she 
realized that the only thing 
her son was hapjjy doing weis 
school plays. Her maternal 
nurturing Immediately be
gan to pay off, and at age 10, 
Laurence appeared In his 
first professional play, the 
New Federal Theatre's pro
duction of Charles Fuller's 
"In My Many Names and 
Days." His success In that 
play led to a recurring televi
sion role that lasted several 
years on the perennial day
time drama "One Life to 
Live." By age 12, Laurence 
was cast in his first feature 
film, director Joe Manduke's 
1975 drama "Combread, 
Earl and Me."

Perhaps the turning point 
In his young but already pro
lific career came when he 
was only 14, with a role in 
Francis Ford Coppola's Viet
nam War epic "Apocalypse 
Now." That film led to Fish
bume receiving roles in oth
er Coppola films. Including 
"Rumble Fish," 'The Cotton 
Club" and "Gardens of 
Stone."

Other than his years as a 
student at the High School of 
Performing Arts In New 
York, Flshburne's training 
as an actor has been primar
ily "on the job." Working In 
high profile and critically 
acclaimed supporting roles

In such films as "Class Ac
tion," "King of New York," 
"Red Heat" and "Nightmare 
on Elm Street 3," among 
many others, was more en
lightening than any master 
class In acting. "'Apocalypse 
Now' was an education at the 
hands of some rather dy
namic teachers -- Coppola, 
Marlon Brando and Robert 
Duvall, among others," Fish
bume says. And It was all an 
apprenticeship for his star 
turns as Furious Styles In 
John Singleton's "Boyz N the 
Hood," his Tony Award
winning role as ex-con Ster
ling Johnson In last year's 
Broadway hit "Two Trains 
Running," and now as Ike 
Turner. The success of "Two 
Trains Running" at Yale Re
pertory In 1990, prompted 
renowned director Lloyd 
Richards to take the produc
tion to Seattle, the Old Globe 
Theatre In San Diego and the 
Doolittle In Los Angeles to 
fine-tune the play before 
opening on Broadway In 
April 1992. As Fishbume re
calls, 'The day before 1 was 
cast in 'Two Trains Run
ning," 1 was cast in a revival 
of Leroy Jones' play "The 
Dutchman' at the Mark Ta
per Forum In Los Angeles. I 
was cast opposite Terf Garr. 
and it was a play I've always 
wanted to do. But then they 
called to say 1 had won the 
part of Sterling Johnson." 
Fishbume opted for that role

instead, and began his Jour
ney toward stardom on 
Broadway.

"I always wanted to do a 
black play on Broadway, the 
great white way, where you 
say, 'No, man, 1 don't have to 
be tap dancing and singing to 
be up there!' That stuffs 
beautiful and I dig those who 
do It well, but it's not me. I'm 
a dramatic actor. I can make 
you cry, and make you weep, 
and touch you, emd make you 
laugh, and all that through 
the drama, through this 
play, written by August Wil
son, who's got these Pulitzer 
Prizes, this track record that 
rivals O'Neill, and Lloyd 
Richards, who broke the col
or line as a director back In 
'59." In addition to the Tony 
Award for best featured actor 
In a play, Fishbume also col
lected the Outer Critics Circle 
Award, a Drama Desk Award 
and a Theatre World Award 
for his role.

It was while Fishbume was 
starring on Broadway that 
he first read the script for 
"What's Love Got To Do With 
It," but Initially turned down 
the offer to play Ike Turner. 
"In terms of the way he (Ike) 
was written in the first act of 
the script I saw the possibili
ties to make him reklly char
ismatic. The problem was in 
the second and third act - he 
just became a monster. For 
that reason I didn't express 
Interest."

FREE Consultations
5901 STATESVILLE RD. 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 28269

"BUILDING STRONG 
FOUNDATIONS FOR 

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES"
Brisbane Academy is a private Math and Science 

school for Kindergarten through grade 
twelve. It is a subsidiary of Brisbane Tutoring 
Center, Inc., a local tutorial service established 
in 1981. Our purpose is to offer young people a 

quality academic and social environment to develop 
a love for self and the overall learning process.

(704)598-5208

BUILDINGTOMORROWTOGETHER: SUPI’I II I’S

"If we are to succeed 
we must 
communicate."

Bob JOHNSON,
President & CEO
Black Entertainment
Television

"Whether it's building 
a cable network or building 
a car, the key to success 
is communication. It starts 
with listening. Listening to 
the consumer. Translating 
that listening into a quality 
product. And communicat
ing that quality back to the 
consumer in words and 
deeds.”

Over the years, General 
Motors has used Black 
Entertainment Television to 
help us better communicate 
with our consumers. Not just 
to deliver a sales message 
but to demonstrate our sup
port for the economic well 
being of the community.

At General Motors we 
share Bob Johnson’s passion 
for listening to the consumer. 
From our supplier develop
ment programs, to our cars 
and trucks, we are committed 
to providing consumers with 
nothing less than excellence.

©1993 General Motors Corporation

WE ALSO MAKE IT EASIER TO GET!
As you can see we want you to experience "healthy- 

looking hair". Thats why we're offering you valuable savings 
on the Designer Touch Service And ,
Designer Touch Salon Retail maintenance | 
products. ^

They're so easy to get, all you have 
to do is cut out the coupons oelow
and ledeem them at any of the 
participating profession^ salons listed.

Designer np
Touch ^
-------------------------- '—

- REDEEM COUPONS AT THE FOLLOWING SALONS -
O'BrItnt 

6121 The Plaza 
Charlotte. NC 

(704) 537-3239

Hair Biz Salon 
6020 The Plaza 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 563-8771

LaPoraha'a Hair Studio 
W.T. Harris Blvd #110 
Charlotte, NC 28227 

(704) 536-9456

Styles by Dyann 
4409 E. North Tryon St 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 598-6684

Helen's
3631-C Statesville Ave 

Charlotte. NC 
(704) 376-376-3393

Images Hair Design 
520 Eastway Dr 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 376-4870

Leak’s Style Center 
3512 The Plaza 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 358-9485

McDee'e Hair Care Center 
6021-Q The Plaza 

Charlotte. NC 28215 
(704) 536-2223

Totally U Beauty Speclallet 
1151 Commercial Ave 
Charlotte, NC 26205 

(704) 335-0090

Saiona Panache’
1212 Renilworth Ave 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 376-5261

Xclualvlty Sir John Sir John’s 
2614 The Plaza 

Charlotte. NC 28215 
(704) 372-7212

Royal Treatment Styling Studio 
5100 Park Rd 
Charlotte. NC 

(704) 525-6684

DW’s Creative Touch 
6701 S. North Tryon St 

Charlotte, NJ 26212 
(704) 597-8008 

Exprtsslona Hair Salt 
and Wfsv Works 

2601-D North Tryon St 
Charlotte, NC 28201 

(704) 343-0023 
B & 0 Hair Emporium 
2506 Beattie Ford Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28216 

(704) 394-2554 
Beckwith Beauty Clinic 
2506 Beattie Ford Rd 

Charlotte. NC 
(704) 392-0026

Shear DImenelons 
2622 Statesville Ave 
Charlotte. NC 28216 

(704) 376-6001
Artistry Hair Dealgn 
3666 Beattie Ford Rd 
Charlotte. NC 28216 

(704) 394-4606
Elegance Hair Salon 
1608 Morning Side Dr 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 372-1200 

Deese's Colffurei 
It Boutique

4409 F-1 North Tryon St 
Charlotte. NC 28213 

(704) 597-7961

Advantage Hair Salon 
114 K Freeland Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28217 

(704) 527-3644

LaRui’s Hair Palace 
2626 Statesville Ave 
Charlotte. NC 28206 

(704) 333-5204

Reflections of You 
2515 Central Ave 

Charlotte. NC 
(704) 375-8666

TLC
3510 The Plaza Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28215

Signatures by PJ 
5738-A Susan Dr 

Charlotte, NC 
(704) 536-5738

Antonio’s 
107 Hampton St 

Rock Hill. SC 29730 
(803) 327-4441

Studio "B"
419 E. Main St 

Rock Hi!!. S.C. 29730 
(803) 327-5300

Total Beauty Hair Salon 
413 S. Congress St 

York. S.C. 29745 
(603) 664-7424

TTIE SYSTEM FOR HEALTHY LOOKING HAIR
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SERV1C1-:
.Save S3.!K) (in maintenance 
or chemical .serivee with 
Designer Touch Profes.sional 
producLs. Not valid with any 
other offer. Only valid at 
.salon.s listed in this ad. Offer 
expires July 30, 1993. Call 
for appointment, and ask for 
Designer Touch styli.stC.s) II

I SALC)N RETAIL EKODUCTS
^ Save $3.(K) on any three (3)
^ De.signer Touch Salon Retail 
I products. Not valid with any 
I other offer Only valid at 
I .salons listed in this ad, Offer 

expires July 30, 1993 Call 
I for appointment, and ask lor 

Designer T'ouch stylistfs).


