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Great News For Children In U.S.

Young families of all races, on whom we
count to raise healthy children for America's
future, are facing very trying times: Poverty
Is skyrocketing, earnings are plummeting
and the birth rate among unmarried women
has nearly doubled. We have called for the
leaders of this nation to help the millions of
low-and moderate-income families fighting
to hold together their households and to en-
sure that every child is given a Head Start, a
Healthy Start, a Fair Start and a Safe Start.
In an effort to save young families from pov-
erty. the Earned Income Tax Credit has Just
been expanded by $20.8 billion over the next
five years, starting in 1994. This is the larg-
est expansion in a low-income program in 20
years.

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is de-
signed to fulfill President Clinton's pledge
that a family of four with a full-time mini-
mum wage worker should not be poor. To re-
ceive the credit, low-income worl™g parents
need only do two things: 1) file a federal in-
come tax return (Form 1040A or 1040), even
if thQT do not owe any taxes for that year; and
2) fill out a Schedule EIC and attach it to their
tax return. The Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) reviews each return to determine eligi-
bility, based on the family's income level and
number of children. Those parents who are
eligible will owe less in taxes, or the govern-
ment will mail them a check. Eligible par-
ents may also choose to receive an advance
payment in their pa)n-oll checks from their
employer, which is estimated from the par-
ent’s anticipated income for the year.

Since Black America has been hit hardest
by the devastating effects of the Reagan and
Bush years, black families stand to greatly
benefit from this credit. Slightly more than
half - approximately 2.9 million - of all
black working families with children will
qualify. Some will get a tax credit of nearly
$3,400 per year. Included among these black
working families are over 125,000 black
families with two or more children who were
not eligible for the EITC under the previous
law. In comparison, less than one in four of
all white working families with children will
qualify for the credit.

The EITC increases the work incentive for
low-income parents who have considered us-
ing AFDC programs to support their families.

Unlike welfare, this pro-family credit does
not discriminate against two-parent house-
holds. Instead, it provides more choices for
Lar;"(ljilies with an employed head of house-

old.

EITC helps parents like Clive Brown, a part-
time custodian earning $6,000 a year, who
has been looking for full-time work since the
birth of his daughter. His wife, Juliet, stays
home and cares for their child since they

can't afford
child care.
The Browns
will be enti-
tled to an
EITC of
$2,040 once
the new law is
fully phased
in. Under the
law, the
Browns would
have received
a basic EITC
of $1,380.
Clive and Ju-
liet have chosen to collect their credit in a
lump sum from the IRS, so they can buy a
used car.

Michelle Joseph, a mother of three who
earns $17,000 a year as a bookkeeper, also
wUI benefit from the credit. With a mortgage
and child care costs, she often has to choose
between paying the bills and feeding her fam-
ily. Based on her income and family size, Mi-
chelle will receive an EITC of $2,106 under
the new law, boosting her income by 12 per-
cent. Under the old law, parents like Mi-
chelle would have received a basic EITC of
$1,209. Michelle has asked her employer to
include the credit in her paychecks, which
will allow Michelle to pay all her monthly
bills.

Under the old law, families like Kim and
Tre Williams, who have two children, would
have earned too much to be eligible for the
EITC. With both of them working half-time
last year, Kim as a receptionist and Tre at a
gas station, they earned $25,000. Once the ex-
panded EITC is fully phased in, the William-
ses will receive a tax credit of $422, which
will reduce the amount of taxes they will
have to pay each year that they are eligible.

By making work more accessible and help-
ing more of the working poor escape from
poverty, the EITC is an essential piece of any
strategy to strengthen America's families.
Because the credit Is not well-known or un-
derstood by many who could benefit from It,
the EITC continues to be under-used.

Now that Congress has provided us with a
humane initiative to help pull our families
out of despair, we must educate and inform
our community. Thousands of organizations
and agencies across the nation are working
with the Center on Budget Policy Priorities
(CBPP) to educate the public about the Earned
Income Tax Credit. To get an EITC public in-
formation kit from CBPP, call (202) 408-
1080. For general Information about the
EITC, call 1-800-829-1040.

MARIAN EDELMAN is president of the
Children’s Defense Fund.

Marian
Edehnan

On Welfare RoUs? Ask For A Raise

American families are more

percent in the U.S. compared

Four Columns For The
Price OfOne

It Is one of those weeks again - one of those
times when | have more than one column in
my head. But the editor still says, ""Just one
each week. You're luclg™ we give you the space
you've got. Don't push your luck,™

Here are short versions of what you would
have gotten, if the editor were more generous:

* Mom's 81st birthday: Last week she went
to church for the first time since the illness
that almost took her life last winter. We had
to laugh just a little at each other when we ad-
mitted that - just a short while ago - we
hadn't expected to get her back In church un-
til her funeral. After wonying about her all
spring and summer, | now just sit back and
glow with admiration as she fights to enjoy
life and continue to contribute in spite of the
weaknesses and limitations of illness and
age. Don't feel sorry about her. She even went
back to work a couple of weeks ago. For a few
hours under the hot lights posing for pictures
as a model she earned a couple of hundred
dollars. Her 81st birthday next month will be
the happiest one ever for me.

» Cable TV, Free TV, and You and Me: Are
you getting letters from your cable company
trying to get you to hate one or more of the
broadcast TV stations - because they want to
charge for their programming? Are you read-
ing ads from the TV stations trying to get you
to hate your cable system for not being will-
ing to pay a fair price for the right to use the
station's signal?

Do you have much sympathy for either one
of them? Or do you, like me, have the feeling
that, whoever wins this battle, you and | are
going to have to pay more?

* Peace in the Middle East: Just a few years
ago, who would have believed that the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the
leaders of Israel would be shaking hands and
making promises to live in peace with each
other? Not me, any more than | would have
given any chance that the threat of an all out
war with the Soviet Union would almost dis-
appear.

m\"at | would have said back then Is this: "If
we could remove the burden on our country of
the confrontation with the Soviets, and if we
could eliminate the risk of a war between the
Arab states and Israel - if we could do all
that, there would be no problem that our great
country couldn't face up to - and solve."

How wrong | was.

» Walter Dellinger and the Supreme Court:
Late last year, right after the election, | specu-
lated about which North Carolinians Presi-

dent Clinton
would call to
Washington. |
predicted that
Duke Law Pro-
fessor Walter
Dellinger
would be one
of Clinton's
first nominees
to the Supreme
Court.

Some of you .
told me you'
thought | was
stretching.
Not that Dellinger isn't smart and experi-
enced. But he was not that well known. And
he is a white, male Southerner In an admin-
istration that is big on diversity. The Presi-
dent did call him to Washington to be head of
the Justice Department's Office of Legal
Counsel, subject to Senate confirmation.
Maybe you all were right. Maybe the Su-
preme Court was not in the cards.

But, thanks to the efforts of North Caroli-
na's two senators, Dellinger's chances to get
to the big court have been given a big boost.
Not that senators Helms and Falrcloth want-
ed to h_elp Dellinger. In fact, they have done
everythir’g they can to delay a Senate vote to
confirm him in his current job.

Helms and Falrcloth think Dellinger is too
liberal to be in a position of power. But their
tactics in stretching out his confirmation
process so long have given Dellinger a lot of
attention. He has borne the extra scrutiny
very well - and made a lot of friends who -
think our senators have been unfair to him. -
Most other senators find him smart, engag-
ir(ljg, not all that liberal, and very open mind-
ed.

As a result of the efforts of Helms and Falr-
cloth, Dellinger is now widely and favorably
known - and on everybody’s list of possible
high court nominees. And President Clinton-
knows at least one qualified person who can
stand the scrutiny of a hard nosed conflrma-,
tion process.

So when Dellinger gets that appointment to
the high court I will remind him to thank his
two senators, who gave him his biggest
(though inadvertent) boost.

D.G.
MEirtin

D.G. MARTIN is vice presidentfor public af-
fairs with the University of North Carolina
system.

Famed Flier Took
Charge Of Her Life

BP% James Stron
SPECIAL TO THE PO

Reagan and Bush social
policy helped increase the
welfare rolls by maintaining
stingy welfare budgets that
kept the poor while support-
ing lucrative upper-middle-
class tax breaks that kept the
rich rich.

One of the paradoxes that
have tortured the brains of
many Americans about their
homeland over the decades is
how a country so steeped In
wealth can have such a high
poverty rate compared to
other industrialized nations.

Perhaps a study conducted
by the University of Michi-
gan Institute for Social Re-
search might provide a clue.

Published In the August is-
sue of the Journal of Popula-
tion Economics, the study
found that low-income

likely to live in poverty and
less likely to escape it than
their counterparts in Canada
and seven European nations.

The study showed that dur-
ing the mid-1980s, the aver-
age family poverty rate in a
single year was 20 percent in
the U.S. compared to 3 per-
cent in Finland, 4 percent
France and 11 percent in Ire-
land.

The *'persistent poverty
rate" - that Is, the poverty
rate of families who were
poor three years In a row -
was 14 percent in the United
States compared to 1 percent
in Luxembourg, 2 percent in
West Germany and 12 per-
cent in Canada.

And the proportion of poor
families whose Income
jumped 10 or more percent-
age points above their coun-
try's median income level in
the following year was 22

to 32 percent in France, 45
percent in Sweden and 47
percent in Finland.

The study showed that most
of the European families
who escaped poverty did so
by finding jobs or increasing
their hours of work.

The study also attacked the
theory that generous welfare
benefits discouraged people
from getting off welfare, a be-
lief which has shaped U.S.
welfare policy for decades.

"The belief that generous
social assistance programs
are a key impediment to eco-
nomic mobility is not sup-
ported by these data,” says
Greg Duncan, the study's
principal author.

Unfortunately, Clinton’s
welfare reform plan may
have been constructed from
the same shoddy materials.

JAMES STRONG is a syndi-
cated columnist.

Bp)é James Alsbrook
SPECIAL TO THE POST

Black people who wonder
whether to take action on
their seemingly Impossible
hopes and dreams should
take inspiration and pride
from the challenges and suc-
cesses of Bessie Coleman,
America's first black female
airplane pilot.

Honoring her memory, the
Smithsonian Institution’s
National Air and Space Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C.,
scheduled a special program
dedicated to her on Sept. 23
in Washington. Features in-
clude a re-enactment of high-
lights her life and a discus-
sion of a new biography
chronicling her achieve-
ments and commemorating
her life.

.Bessie Coleman’s life was a
series of problems and solu-
tions - problems like those
that trouble most blacks of
today and solutions that
would be found and used only
by the most determined and
creative persons. She was
bom Jan. 26, 1892, in Atlan-
ta, Texas and died April 30,
1926 at Jacksonville, Fla., in
a crash caused by the
jammed controls of a plane
piloted by her mechanic.
But her life is the story of a
real go-getter.

The 12th of 13 children
born to illiterate, cotton-
picking parents in Texas
only 27 years after the Civil
War ended, she did laundry
and saved enough money to
attend Langston Institute
(now University) in Oklaho-
ma for one semester, but re-
turned home when her mon-
ey was gone. She learned
about good jobs in Chicago
by reading copies of the Chi-
cago Defender sold by train
porters, and went there for
better opportunities.

In Chicago, she worked as a
manicurist and later as a
chill parlor manager, but she

was not satisfied. She was a
constant reader and became
fascinated by newspaper and
magazine accounts of the
new, rapidly-expanding air-
plane Industry and technolo-
gy. She decided to ""be some-
body" by making aviation
her career. She would be one
of the few persons of either
race to fly airplanes, and cer-
tainly she would be the first
black female.

People needing inspiration
should know about these
problems and Bessie's solu-
tions to them:

Problem: Bessie wanted to
be an airplane pilot but no
training school In the United
States would accept her as a
student, first because she was
black and second because she
was female.

Bessie's Solution: She
talked with Chicago Defend-
er owner and publisher Rob-
ert Abbott. He suggested that
she learn French and go to
France for training. French
women were trained to fly
airplanes, so Bessie took
French lessons at a foreign
language school in Chicago.
She saved money and accept-
ed financial aid from Abbott
and Jesse Binga, the promi-
nent black banker known for
supporting worthy projects
for black people. She went to
France for pilot training in
1920 and returned with a pi-
lot's license in 1921.

Abbott publicized her flam-
boyant personality and her
news value as the first and
only black woman airplane
pilot in the world.

Problem: Bessie could fly
airplanes very well, but her
pinpoint landings and
"figure eights™ were not sen-
sational enough to thrill big
crowds and country fairs,
circuses and other exposi-
tions.

Bessie's Solution: She re-
turned to France in 1922 to
learn more about air acro-
batics, more parachute jump-
ing, stunt flying and circus

tricks. She learned well and
made headlines by flying
over historic French and
German landmarks and by
displaying daring but very
good piloting skills.

Bessie barnstormed and
gave fl3dng exhibitions and
parachute jumps in Europe
and America and became a
celebrity and friend of con-
temporaries such as Ethel
Waters, Noble Sissle, Eubie
Blake, Florence Mills and
various black musicians in
Paris, New York and Chica-
go. She met and associated
with Harlem Renaissance
writers, artists, entertainers
and other notables including
Claude McKay and Countee
Cullen. She met Josephine
Baker, but Baker was only 15
and had not blossomed.

Bessie refused to display
her flying skills at her Texas
hometown airport while it
was segregated. A library
and a street are named in her
honor in Chicago.

She did her thing. What '
about your thing?

JAMES ALSBROOK is a |
syndicated columnist.

Bessie Coleman's
life was a series
of problems and |
solutions - prob-
lems like those |
that trouble most |
blacks of today '
and solutions that
would be found
and used only by
the most deter-
mined and crea-
tive persons.



