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Black colleges deal with racial integration
By Elizabeth Tennyson

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DURHAM - Billy Jones 
insists he is just like every 
other freshman at North 
Carolina Central University. 
He goes to class, plays cards 
in the student union and tries 
to plot the rest of his life.

But Jones is different. He's 
white.

Brought into the university 
under a “minority presence” 
grant, Jones is part of a grow
ing minority of white students 
on the historically and pre
dominantly black NCCU cEun- 
pus.

Around the country, schools 
like NCCU are being forced by 
the courts and the govern
ment to desegregate. NCCU is 
under a state mandate to 
maintain a 15 percent minori
ty - read: nonblack — popula
tion.

And like others in that 
predicament, NCCU is open
ing its purse strings to bring 
those minority students on 
board.

Jones admits he would have 
chosen another school had it 
not been for the scholarship: 
“They offered to pay for me to 
come here, so I’m here. That's 
why I'm not at (University of 
North) Carolina right now."

In an era of angry white 
males and embattled affirma
tive action, the situation at 
NCCU and other traditionally 
black schools has a certain 
through-the-looking-glass 
quality.

And while there are some 
who welcome whites to these 
schools, there are others who 
fear that whites will overrun

what has always been a haven 
for them - one of the few 
places where they are in the 
majority.

“I feel more comfortable in 
this environment than I would 
at a school where we'rO not 
the majority," said Jonathan 
Hayden, a freshman at 
NCCU. “It helps me to 
strengthen who I am as a 
black male."

“I don’t see Carolina or 
North Carolina State going 
out of their way to bring black 
people there,” said Ila 
Winston, a journalism stu
dent. “I don’t think it's right 
for us to do it if they don’t."

In fact, both North Carolina 
and North Carolina State 
actively recruit minorities. 
But no matter how successful 
those efforts, neither is likely 
to lose its majority-white sta
tus.

Reginald Wilson, Ph.D., 
senior scholar at the 
American Council on 
Education, said he under
stands the sentimental 
attachment to black schools, 
but would remind students 
that they oppose segregation 
in other sectors.

“Students fought for deseg
regation,” said Wilson, who is 
black. “I suppose it comes as a 
shock to some that the rule 
applies to black schools as 
well.”

And Wilson says, true deseg
regation means all public 
institutions must eventually 
lose their racial identity.

Since desegregation first 
was ordered, a number of 
state-supported historically 
black schools have become

predominantly white. West 
Virginia State University is 
now 85 percent white and 
Bluefield State College in 
Virginia is 75 percent white, 
Wilson said.

While the balance shifts 
faster in states with large 
white populations, Wilson 
said it is simply a matter of 
time before similar changes 
occur at all state-supported 
black schools.

At some schools, change may 
come only under federed man
date. Tennessee State 
University, for example, was 
ordered to raise the number of 
white students to 50 percent 
by this year. So far, the school 
is hovering around 30 percent, 
Wilson said.

Other experts say changing 
the racial balance does not 
have to be as painful as stu
dents imagine.

“Lincoln University in 
Missouri is now predominant
ly white, but it doesn't change 
the historical context of that 
university. They still celebrate 
the founding of that universi
ty by former slaves,” said 
Joyce Pa}nie, Ph.D., director of 
the Office for the 
Advancement of Public Black 
Colleges within the National 
Association of Land Grant 
Schools and Colleges.

She admitted that changing 
the complexion of historically 
black schools may raise fears 
in the community, but said 
the influx of white students at 
some campuses should be a 
point of pride.

“I think it simply means that 
the universities are competi
tive and are providing the

kind of educational services 
that those commimities need,” 
Payne said, belying stereo- 
t3T)es that they are less chal
lenging academically and less 
desirable socially.

Billy Jones agreed: “There 
are too many people who just 
think it's a bad school because 
it's historically black. My par
ents didn't want me to come 
here, but when they saw it 
was a good school, they were 
OK with it."

For the 1995-1996 academic 
year, NCCU has 14.8 percent 
minority students, up 1 per
cent over the previous year. 
“Nobody wants this institution 
to lose its identity or to lose 
the ratio either,” said Vicki 
Fuller, who heads the school's 
Minority Presence Committee.

But nobody wants to lose 
minority recruits, either, so 
NCCU pays special attention 
to their problems. The school 
has introduced a big brother 
and sister program that pairs 
incoming minority students 
with older students, most of 
them black.

Minority students are being 
appointed to student commit
tees; faculty, staff and new 
students are undergoing 
“diversity appreciation train
ing.”

Everyone benefits, adminis
trators say, from racial mix
ing.

“The reality is the world is 
not all black and not all 
white,” said George Walls Jr., 
special assistant to the NCCU 
chancellor, “and when our stu
dents leave here they need to 
be able to operate in a diverse 
environment.”

Farrakhan to make Freaknik appearance
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ATLANTA - Louis 
Farrakhan, the Nation of 
Islam leader, may extend a 
scheduled April 16 appear

ance in 
Atlanta to 
address black 
college stu
dents attend
ing Freaknik 
later in that 
week.
Abdul 

A k b a r 
Muhammad, 
an aide to the 
minister, said 

Farrakhan would decide today 
whether to reshuffle some 
dates on an 11-city tour to

Farrakhan

extend his stay in order to 
address the thousands of 
black students expected for 
the annual spring gathering.

Muhammad announced 
Farrakhan's planned visit 
Sunday at First Iconium 
Baptist Church. He also criti
cized Atlanta business owners 
who say they're going to close 
early during Freaknik, which 
spawned scattered lootings in 
the city last year.

“They want to try and give 
this the kind of image that 
black people are just savage, 
it's terrible," he said. “These 
are our students. We have to 
encourage them to do well in 
school just as white people 
strengthen their students and

give them opportunities to 
blow off steam and enjoy 
themselves during their 
spring break."

Farrakhan's 11-city tour is 
to talk up the success of the 
Million Man March and his 
recent world tour.

An aide to Atlanta Mayor 
Bill Campbell said the mayor 
was traveling Sunday and 
could not be reached for com
ment.

Some have said the mayor 
hurt himself politically among 
blacks last year by taking a 
hard-line stance on Freaknik.

The Rev. Gerald Durley, who 
heads a committee appointed 
by Campbell to help structure 
this year's Freaknik, said stu

dents may not make time to 
listen to Farrakhan's message 
during the sprawling party.

“They come for their pur
pose, not for the purpose of an 
individual,” he said. “These 
students have decided what 
they're going to do before they 
get here."

Steven Muhammad, a con
cert promoter and Nation of 
Islam leader, is trying to gain 
approval from the city for the 
use of Grant Park during 
Freaknik.

He said an appearance by 
Farrakhan could draw 
200,000 students to Grant 
Park.

“Freaknik would change as 
we know it,” he said.

Road project means major changes in west
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“It’s going to have greenery 
and a sidewalk, then another 
greenery,” Cousar said. “They 
will widen it about 16 feet.

Cousar said his building 
may have to be tom down, but 
that would be positive.

“We need new development,” 
Cousar said. “We need open 
space and places to park. 
Winos and drug dealers have 
places to hide now.

“People are just not going to 
come to your business (if it’s) 
like that.”

The four-foot widening 
“would not help them (busi
nesses) grow,” he said. “Some 
businesses will have to relo
cate, at least temporarily. 
Some will come back.

“But we have got to look 
beyond today and tomorrow. 
We have got to look years 
ahead at what will be good for 
the children.

Some others agree that the 
heavily traveled roadway - 
likely to

be even more so when 
Carolinas Stadium opens in 
August - needs to be widened.

“It should be widened, with 
all this traffic,” said Margaret 
Collins, who has lived at 
Russell and Beatties Ford for 
10 years. “The traffic should

get better. There used to be a 
lot of accidents before they put 
in the third lane.”

Stanley McCullough, manag
er of Briarwood Florist at 
1407 Beatties Ford Road, 
agreed. A major problem is 
the spillover traffic from 1-85 
and 1-77 whenever there is a 
traffic accident or construction 
blockages. And, ambulances 
and fire trucks trying to reach 
other northwest Charlotte 
areas have to fight through 
the narrow stretch of Beatties 
Ford at high traffic times.

“We need the improvements 
because of the traffic,” 
McCullough said.

McCullough said he doesn’t 
think his business will be 
affected by the widening pro
ject.

“From the little bit it is 
going to take, its not going to 
affect me at all,” McCullough 
said Tuesday.

Pete Cunningham, a N.C. 
House of Representatives 
member and owner of the 
Historic Excelsior Club near 
Oaklawn on Beatties Ford, 
said the club won’t be affected 
much by the widening.

“My concern is I’m not sure 
widening Beatties Ford Road 
is a good move or bad move,” 
he said. “The question more 
important to me is that the

people who live on this side of 
town, who travel this way day 
in and day out, know what’s 
going on.

“I have mixed feelings about 
the widening...the decision 
will be made by city council,” 
he said. “I.think their 
approach now is to get more 
people involved in terms of 
widening and not widening 
and give us some indication of 
what it will look like.”

“It’s going to permanently 
change folks life. I don’t think 
two additional feet is asking 
too much. We want it to be 
done right. Cost should not 
dictate what program you 
use.”

City Council member 
Malachi Greene, whose 
District 2 includes the area, 
said the new proposal will be 
designed by city officials and 
then presented to the City 
Council for final approval.

“I’m not taking sides,” 
Greene said. “I may have to 
vote on it. I wanted to make 
sure folks got a chance to have 
input.”

“I suspect everyone is con
cerned about losing their 
property, especially if it is 
income-producing,” Greene 
said. “I am just as concerned 
about the business people as 
anybody else. They create 
jobs. They have remained in

the community. We want to 
make sure they are looked 
after and their needs are 
taken care of.”

Greene said he and Charlie 
Dannelly first proposed a 
small area development plan 
for the Beatties Ford Road 
area back in the early ‘80s 
while he was on the 
Mecklenburg County
Planning Commission. The 
plan included widening 
Beatties Ford Road. Several 
sections have already been 
widened or improved, but sev
eral other stretches remain. 
The Oaklawn-Beatties Ford 
intersection is major link in 
the route.

Braces For Children & Adults

DR. PAUL A. McGILL, 
D.D.S., P.A.

"Practice Limited To Orthodontics"
(704)375-7005
1404 Beatties Ford Rd.

Northwest Gateway Professional Center 
Suite 200 • Charlotte, North Carolina 28216J

HANKERS REALTY inc

to give you the best 
»«brvi«e or buying a home

• Seller and buyer protection plan
#ERA stdiciwf ?t«curit> plan; "It we don't sell your 
m home. BRA will buy it! (Some limitations appiy)
# IN-HOUSE Financing aviUlable.

CAJLL
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527-EUND C386II
• FHA, VA, cnnv. lender
• Same day RKer-Approval
• Cmu-teous Service
• credit accepted
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• Equity Loans
• Refinance to Lower rate 
•iiome Improvement Loans
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MOYHE'S AFRICAN HAIR BRAIDING
Professional African Hair Designer and Stylist 

from New York Is Now In Your Town
BOX BRAIDS • CORN ROWS 

GODDESS BRAIDS 
SENEGALESE TWIST • 

FLAT TWIST • INVISIBLE 
BRAIDS • MICRO BRAIDS 

SPAGHETTI BRAIDS 
CORKSCREW • WEAVE 

INTERLOCK • BOFRUTO, 
SILKY DREAD and more.

Specializing In Any Kind Of Braiding, Weaving, 
Interlock And Any Kind of Short Hair
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JTDOSENTMATTm WHAT KIND YOU HAVE..

I Like You Satisfied!
STOP BY OR CALI ME

Clifton Mills
C704)598-2599

1-800-258-0065
FOR ALL YOUR DRIVING NEEDS

YOUNG FORD
5411 N. TRYON ST.

Appliance & Furniture
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3 Piece 
Living ^ 
Room SetT
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tjn* I FREEDEUVERY i 
j WITH THIS AD | 
I IN CHARLOTTE I 
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FuU 90 Day Warranty, We Carry New Appliances, Financing Available!

3815 Wilkinson Blvd. • 394-5115

This Week’s Message Brought To You By...

MIGHTY MIDGET MARKET INC.
COMMUNITY ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT...

What is it, what does it mean?
Many citizens and entrepreneurs in our community talk about it, but do nothing.

“Community’’ should be self explanatory. “Economy’ is wise expenditure 
of money.
“Empowerment" is to authorize.
Collectively they mean...the only way to have authority over our com
munity... is to spend in our community.

■ Willie Waddell, Owner

In The__NeigLiDorhoocl
- Open 7 Days A Week - 

6am to 2am"For Your Convenience"
399-0742 • 2201 Beatties Fd. R(i.

Willie Waddell 
Owner
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