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Acura fires its first ad agency
Continued From 13B

clearly its biggest account, 
representing all but about dlrs

30 million in ad billings. The 
agency won the Acura account 
in 1984 and the import made

its debut in March 1986.
“I wish them well,” Hart said 

by telephone. “I think we did 
everything we possibly could.”

Profits are the word at Ford
Continued From 13B

Outside the United States, 
Ford recorded a $619 million 
loss on automotive operations, 
compared with a $388 million 
loss a year ago.

Ford lost $226 million in 
South America, compared with 
a loss of $102 million a year 
ago. Much of that loss was 
blamed on new vehicle launch 
expenses in Brazil.

Ford has been struggling to 
rebuild its Brazilian unit since 
it ended a joint venture with 
Volkswagen in December. The 
split left Ford dealers there 
with an inadequate product 
tine, and the company has 
been rushing to get new vehi
cles into that market, 
McCammon said.

“Things have turned out

worse than expected,” 
McCammon said. “We’re going 
to solve the product problem, 
but it’s going to take a little 
while.” Continued losses are 
expected in the fourth quarter.

Ford’s European operations 
lost $472 million, compared 
with a $320 million loss in the 
year-ago period, in part 
because of the costs of launch
ing new models.

“We were unhappy with our 
European results,”
McCammon said. “It’s been 
building up for some time. We 
do have a cost problem there.”

He said continued cost-cut- 
ting and some new products 
that are being launched, 
notably the subcompact Ka 
and a redesigned Mondeo 
sedan, should lead to a sub

stantial improvement there in 
the fourth quarter.

Ford’s U.S. automotive oper
ations earned a third-quarter 
record of $634 million, up 42 
percent from $447 million a 
year ago. The gain was led by 
strong sales of Ford’s 
redesigned F-series pickup, 
the nation’s top-selling vehicle, 
and the new Expedition, a full- 
size sport utility vehicle.

Much of Ford’s profit came 
from its financial services 
group, which posted earnings 
of $671 million, up 20 percent 
from $558 million a year ago. 
Even without the one-time 
gain from the sale of USL 
Capital, the unit’s profit would 
have set a third-quarter 
record.

Chrysler must pay $11.2 million
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS, N.M. - 
Chrysler Corp. has been 
ordered to pay survivors of a 
car wreck that killed two 
young women $11.2 million 
after a gas tank exploded.

The 1993 wreck killed 
Angela Archuleta, 20, and Gail 
.Martinez, 21. The driver, 
.lames Sandoval, and 
Archuleta’s brother Brian sur
vived.

Sandoval said he had been 
drinking and was speeding 
near Las Vegas, N.M. at the 
time of the accident. He said 
he swerved to avoid a car, ran 
into a sign post, a culvert and 
a wall before the 1984 
Chrysler Laser flipped.

During the trial, Brian 
Archuleta said he tried to pull 
his sister and Martinez out of 
the car as it caught fire, but 
that the gas tank exploded.

“These girls should not have 
died. They should have walked 
away from this accident,” said 
Diego Zamora, the Santa Fe 
attorney representing the

Archuletas.

A jury on Saturday said 
Chrysler was primarily 
responsible for the deaths of 
the two women, who suffocat
ed and burned to death. The 
jury awarded the Archuletas 
$7 million, Brian Archuleta 
$3.75 million and Sandoval 
$750,000.

Chrysler Corp. officials in 
Detroit, Mich., did not immedi
ately return calls.

During the trial, Chrysler 
lawyers said the car maker 
had met the required safety 
tests and that millions of cars 
with this design have been on 
the road without any other gas 
tank fires.
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Wc'rc dedicated to making sure all children have the opportunity to learn valuable 
lessons during the years when it’s easiest for them to learn. To find out how you can help

call your local Head Start.
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Harrelson MAZDA
Fall SUPER SAl£

Contact; MEL KING 
for your next 
automobile purchase; 

MAZDA or FORD 
Good Credit 
Bad Credit

Mel King

/ can help. All are welcome!

Call or Come By 
TODAY!

9029 South Blvd. 
(704)552-8522

LOOK AT THIS DEAL 
NEW ‘96 HYUNDAI ACCENT

Dual Air Bags 
Rear Defroster 
SB Radial Tires 
Full Carpeting

ONLY

Delay Wipers 
Remote Mirrors 
Center Console 

Much More

22*

SPECIAL FINANCING 0 DOWN PAYMENT 
BAD CREDIT SLDW CREDIT

BANKRUPTCY 1st Time Buyers
0.0% INTEREST AVAILABLE CALL KEITH 531-3142

$4000^REBATE
Final Clearance Sale 

ALL '96 MODELS MUST GO

4100 E. IND. BLVD. HYunnni
* Plus Tax, Title, Tag - All Terms O.A.C.

535-4455

SERiOUS
■*h

Savings.
Serious
SELECnON.
Featuring 
the S-Glassy
of course.

BECK
PRE-OWNED CARS

The Most Comfortable, 
Pre-owned, Buying 

Experience Ever.

• 3 Day Buy Back Guarantee. You Have
3 Days/lOO Miles To Make Sure You Did 
The Right Thing!

• Over 50 Pre-owned Mercedes-Benz In 
Stock Every Month.

• Each Vehide Put Through A Strenuous 
100 Point Check

• Each Vehide Cosmetically Re-Conditioned 
By An In-House Expert

• 30 Day/1,000 Mile Guarantee From The 
Date Of Purchase Against Any Mechanical/ 
Electrical Breakage At No Cost To You!

http://www.thepost.mindspring.com

