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Martin resolution passes by 5-4 vote
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Williams said the measure 
was a waste of valuable time.

“I have never been more frus
trated in my life since getting on 
this board,” Williams said. “I 
know I have only so much time 
in office and I want to make the 
best of it.

“I told Hoyle I respect you with 
your feelings, but this is not the 
time nor the place to bring it 
into this community. Hoyle has 
allowed (commissioner) Tom 
Bush to take that resolution and 
make it much bigger than Hoyle 
ever thought.

“We are being diverted. Since 
January I have been dealing

with this issue. I have stacks of 
mad, phone calls and faxes. It’s 

amazing. I 
resent them 
even bringing 
this issue up. 
We already 
know about 
the divisive
ness in this 
community. 
To promote 
this allows all 
those who are 
bigots to come 
out and say I 

don’t support the black agenda. I 
got a letter fi-om a guy saying T 
don’t want any of my tax dollars 
going to anything that is black.’

Williams

This allows all those who are 
bigots and want to discriminate 
against other groups can say it’s 
OK, the county commissioners 
say its OK.”

Censorship is only part of the 
reason for his opposition, 
Williams said. He said the new 
process will only add to the 
workload of commissioners and 
county staff.

“It is a bad time to be bringing 
this kind of issue to our 
board...censorship is part of it. 
We have 122 volunteers to take 
time to understand what comes 
to Arts & Science Councd,” he 
said. “We are saying we are 
going to take the place of the 
council and decide who gets

Political clout is expensive and elusive
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the coimty, only four are held by 
black women.

They appear to have the same 
difficulty wiiming appointments 
on advisory boards. Of the more 
than 500 positions available, 
only 35 are held by African 
American women. Currently no 
black women sit on the Board of 
Equalization and Review or 
Environmental Protection 
Commission. Nor are they on 
the Board of County 
Commissioners or on the School 
Board.

“Given the political climate in 
North Carolina, black women do 
have a double standard,” said 
Wake Forest University politics 
professor Katy Harriger. 
“Conventional wisdom says that 
black women would have a dou
ble problem. They’re often seen 
as a group of people who 
shouldn’t be in politics.

“Normally, you see more black 
women in local politics and less 
as you go higher. In North 
Carolina, it’s a little different.”

According to Harriger, the key 
to running for office is the abili
ty to win.

“People will run for offices 
they think they have a chance 
for winning,” sfte said. You have 
to ask yourself, what is it in 
Mecklenburg Counfy that keeps 
women from running and from 
winning. Candidates will say 
“why bother.’ There is no point 
in running.”

Harriger adds that political 
parties don’t properly support 
black women candidates and 
are slow to recruit them.

‘What the Democratic Party 
has failed to do is work on mul
tiracial coalition,” Harriger said. 
“They often assiune that whites 
won’t vote for black candidates. 
(Former U.S. Senate candidate) 
Harvey Gantt got a substantial 
amount of white voters (in 
1996). It shows that whites will 
vote for black candidates.”

Harriger also says black 
women sometimes have more 
pressing issues to take care of.

“A big part of it for me, was I 
had other things in my life that 
needed to take precedent over 
running for public,” said 
Superior Court Judge Shirley 
Pulton. “That’s the sort of thing 

you do when 
your children 
are grown or 
off in school.”

Fulton, the 
only black 
Superior 
Court judge m 
the Charlotte 
area, was a 
single parent 
when appoint
ed to to com

plete a judgeship 10 years ago. 
She decided to run after her 
two-year term was up, winning 
an eight-year term.

“I decided I wanted to be a 
judge,” Fulton said. “I guess it 
was just the right time.”

Black women also face being 
firsts to hold positions, which 
presents special challenges.

“When it was first mentioned, 
I rejected the idea,” Fulton said. 
“I did not have any role models 
of women who had been elected. 
It was a scary prospect, I kept 
asking myself would I get the 
money I need or vrill I get the 
support I need...and of course, 
will I get the money I need to 
run a good campaign.”

Money, the mother’s milk of 
campaigns, is especially difficult 
for black women to secure. 
Velma Leake, an unsuccessful 
candidate for county commis-

I

Fulton

sioner in last year’s election, 
knows first 
hand.

“I was sacri
ficed as a 
black 
woman,” she 
said. “I feel I 
was sacrificed 
3£ a Democrat 
and as a black 
woman.”

Leake said 
she”was left 

out” of several fund raising 
events and was told to “have 
fun,” during the election.

“People in power told me not

Leake

Tues - Sat 7-9 ' 
Appts. available 
on Mondays

Hair Salon

Darlene Eaves 
Owner/Stylist

•704-597-6202

featuring the latest 
styles and cuts 
Senior Citizen Discounts 6507-E N.Tryon St.

Charlotte, NC 28213

•704-623-1696 (pager)

AGCIDENTS/E\JIMES
2 ^ if claim is settled before initiating legal action

Automobile Accidents 
Slip & Fall Injuries 
Construction Site Accidents 
Lead Paint Poisoning

Medical Malpractice 
Hospital Malpractice 
Product Liability 
Motorcycle Accidents

All Serious Injury And Death Cases

LAW OFFICES OF
HERBERT W. AUGER

Free Consultation • No Fee Unless Recovery
6407 Idlewild Road • Suite 3212

704-567-2605

3 ROOMS 
OF CARPET

6 months % Finance S.A.C.

COMPLETELY INSTALLED
Completely Installed
Cut Pile, Saxony

Completely Installed
Cut Pile, Plush

40 sq« 
yds.

^519 I ^«679
Completely Installed
Cut Pile, Plush

^87940 sq. 
yds.

Includes: Carpet, 6 lb. Padding. Expert Installation

ARPET
Abbey Carrier

53&-7111 4517 E hdependence Bhd.
(AtthecomerofShainAmly) .

funding out of all the arts 
groups. It will boil down to who 
can do the best song-and-dance 
as to who gets funding. Funding 
will be determined politically.”

to run,” Leake said. “I told them 
this was a democracy. I had a 
right to run.

“I had a Democratic white 
woman accuse me of telling peo
ple to vote for me at the expense 
of the party at a Democrat 
meeting at the Metro School. I 
didn’t do it, but maybe I should 
have. It was embarrassing and 
difficult.”

Neither Fulton or Stevenson 
are sure if theyll run again, but 
Leake promises she wiU.

“I will serve the people to the 
best of my abilities,” she said. 
“You don’t give up because you 
lose one time.”
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