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Part II

I realize that the natural man 
will never have the truth about 
his lost, ruined condition. Satan 
hates the truth and will do eveiy- 
thing in his power to stop a sin
ner from getting awakened to his 
lost condition. Satan is the great
est enemy of every awakened 
sinner. And every awakened sin
ner knows I am being true to his

soul. If you don’t know that, you 
have never been awakened. It is 
my prayer that the Lord will 
awaken sinners here and wher
ever the truth is going. I see so 
many who are deceived. And the 
evidence of your deception is 
your hateful attitude toward the 
children of Christ. Yes, your atti
tude toward the child of God is a 
revelation of your spiritual condi
tion. You can go on preaching all 
you want to, but Bud, the very 
fact that you work against and 
slander this servant of the Lord 
is the concrete evidence you are 
not saved. I have a very religious 
animal in my family who pastors

a church, but he quickly listens 
to, gives ear to, and peddles slan
der against me. Poor thing, he 
doesn’t even know he’s lost and 
needs to be awakened to his lost 
condition. One day I was there in 
his condition. But he cannot go 
on like he is going, if he does he 
is going to lift up his eyes in Hell. 
Here in these last days eveiy one 
is taking sides. And I’ve heard 
my late pastor’s name taken in 
vain and I have been cussed at, 
too. It is so sad because these 
souls are lost and on the road to 
Hell. It matters not what they 
accuse me of, it is their souls at 
stake, not mine. They cannot tell 
how God saves a lost, guilty, hell
deserving sinner. I would that

they knew my Lord. The apostle 
said no suffering is joyous, but 
grievous, but then on the other 
hand I rejoice because not only 
did my Lord count me worthy to 
believe on Him, but also to suffer 
for Him, That’s shouting ground. 
When my life’s work is ended, 
and I cross the swelling tide, my 
Savior will welcome me by His 
smile. Won’t that be glorious? It 
will for me and that is my hope.

Tb you who say you are not 
saved but want to know Christ, 
follow on to know the Lord and 
you shall know Him.

Your Gospel Editor and 
Ifeacher,

J.M. Little

Gender-Neutral Bible gets mixed reaction from pastors
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

EL DORADO, Ark, - A propos
al to publish a Bible that uses 
gender-neutral language is get
ting mixed reviews from local 
pastors.

Zondervan Publishing House of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., plans to 
have the gender-neutral New 
International Version in circula
tion by 2001. The text is avoid use 
of gender-specific words when 
translators think it is appropri
ate.

Rev. Dennis Falasco, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
El Dorado, said such a change 
could result in a better text if 
translators convey that much 
Scripture applies to all 
humankind.

“My concern, principally, is that 
they try to frame neutral words 
in a neutral sense,” Falasco said. 
“I hope they do it honestly to the 
text and don’t try to force the text. 
That’s crucial.”

Ron Matheney, president of the 
Greater El Dorado Ministerial 
Alliance and former pastor of 
Community Church of God in 
Christ, said he was reluctant to 
be too specific because he had 
only heard about the new trans
lation.

“But Christianity, of all the 
major religions in the world, 
already makes the greatest effort 
of saying that women and men 
are equal in the eyes of God,” 
Matheney said.

But Matheney said he worries 
that “changing the Bible could 
possibly be watering it down a lit
tle bit.”

Tbmmy Robertson, director of 
missions for the Liberty Baptist 
Association, says he thinks the 
new translation is a mistake. He 
said he worries Zondervan is try
ing to be politically correct and 
making a mistake it will have to 
pay for.

“I think it will wind up with a 
lot of people not buying that 
translation anjonore,” he said. 
“I’ve heard people talk about not 
buying the New International 
Version anymore, and that’s the 
version I use now.”

Rev. Bill Odom, pastor of First 
Christian Church, thinks the 
whole matter may be overblown. 
He said Zondervan may be pro
viding a translation that is part of 
the changing culture of the 1990s.

“I don’t have a problem with 
this translation of the Bible,” 
Odom said. “I think more has 
been made of it that should be, 
and I think much of it is just a 
misunderstanding.”

Gender-neutral Bibles are noth
ing new. The New Revised 
Standard Version has been in 
wide use for more than a decade. 
Gender neutrality, where applica
ble, was a primary focus of that 
translation, and was mentioned

in its introductory notes.
The New International Version 

is second only to the King James 
Version in national sales.

Zondervan expects to continue 
issuing the existing translation 
when it begins publishing the 
new version.

Company spokesman Jonathan 
Peterson said the company has 
“no social agenda or desire to be 
politically correct,” and said the 
idea is to maintain specific refer
ences that apply to a man or 
woman, while changing generic 
uses.

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST

Immediate Opening 
M/F 9-5

tCIje Cliarlotte is seeking a detail-
oriented person, able to 
I handle a variety of 
duties while maintaning 
a professional image and 
manner.

Must have good 
typing/computer 

skills and excellent
people/phone etiquette.

Duties include handling phone system, 
typesetting and scheduling appointments.

Competetive salary and good benefits 
package.

Call

376-0496
father details
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On Dry Cleaning • *SiIk UDt Included

Offer Expires June 4, 1997
Monday - feturday 

Minimum $7“® Af ter nL scount 
W e Wcark Saturdays Too!

Coupon Must Accompany Order
*Ril 1 Brice After 30 • (704)333-6111

1806 N. Graham • Nextto Hutchson Shopping Center

The Olive Law Firm
40 Years of Service to Carolina Families

LEON OLIVE LEE OLIVE

Experienced. Knowledgeable. Resourceful. Prepared

The Olive Law Firm
Personal Injury Attorneys since 1957 

200 Queens Road

377-9222


