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Revelations: Why Mary Magdalene gets a bad rap

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In “The Passion of the 
Christ,” Mel Gibson includes 
a scene in which religious 
leaders are about to stone a 
woman for adultery.

The attackers walk away 
after Jesus shames them 
with the line, “He that is 
without sin among you, let 
him cast the first stone.”

In the film, the woman is 
Mary Magdalene, played by 
Monica Bellucci, but there’s 
no biblical evidence that 
Magdalene is the adulterer 
in the Gospel of John. Nor, 
for that matter, is she Luke’s 
repentant prostitute, her 
most storied cultural role.

Instead, the Gospel writers

paint a more glorified por
trait, placing Magdalene at 
the Crucifixion with Maiy, 
Jesus’s mother, and at the 
empty tomb the morning 
after the resurrection.

Some historians believe 
the loose-woman stereotype 
originated in the 6th centu
ry, when Pope Gregory the 
Great tried to resolve dis
putes over New Testament 
characters by proclaiming 
Maiy Magdalene, Mary of 
Bethany and Luke’s prosti
tute to be the same person.

The Catholic Church 
reversed that teaching in 
1969, but the myth lives on 
in many minds, Protestant 
and Catholic alike.

A New Direction for 
contemporary gospel
Continued from page 8B

New Direction is the direc
tion contemporary gospel 
should go. 'These young folks 
know about the roots of 
gospel and they’ve infused 
those roots into the group’s 
style. 'That’s a blessing 
indeed.
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Emmanuel Tabernacle 
Center of Hope

204 West Woodlawn Rd.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 7322 Charlotte, NC 28241 

Sunday School - 9 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship - 10 AM 
Wednesday Evening: Prayer, Anointing and

Bible Enrichment - 7 PM 
Saturday Morning Broadcast: Rejoice Radio 1370 

& 1490- 11:30 AM

Rev. Van Dyke & 
First Lady Davonia 

Freeman
PRAYER FOR THE RICK IN EVERY SERVICE COME EXPECTING A MIRACIJI!

Macedonia Baptist Church
"A Ministry of Love & Excellence”

Dr. John H. Walker^ Pastor & Minister Rosie Walker
SUNDAY

Christian Education School......... 10:00 a.m.
Worship....................7:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Youth Church 1st, 2nd. 3rd & 5th....11a.m.

WEDNESDAY
"Hour of Power" Midday Worship 12 Noon 

Prayer & Praise: 6^)0 p.m. • WOW Bible Stud}': 7:00 p.m.
TV, BROADCAST MINISTRY:

Cable 9: Sal., 3:00 p.m • CMPA 21: Sun. 6:00 p.m.
RADIO MINISTRY: WGSP 1310 AM 

MAV/F 12:20 p.m. • Sun. 9:30 a.m.

704-392-8496 • 1300 Hatteras Ave.,
www.macedoniaofcharlotle.org

St. Michael & All Angels 
Episcopal Church Ij*

- loin Us For Service -
Sunday School and Morning Worship, Sunday 10:30 am 

4228 Hovis Road • Charlotte, NC 28208
704-399-3151

Rev. Wendel Phillips, Pastor

Jfirgt iilt. Hion ?3apti6t Cliurcl)
1515 Remount Rd. • (Tel.)332-8335 (Fax)372-7548

___________ 28208

Sunday Morning Worship Services... 8:30 - 9:30 - 11:00am
Sunday School................................. 9:45 - 10:45am
Singles Ministries (Mon.)................ 6:30 - 7:30pm
Senior Citizens (Mon.).................... 10:30 - 4:00pm

Dr. C.V, Owens
Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 

You are cordially invited to worship with us!

Shepherd’s Fold Church
5101 Natkvtt Ford Road •Clarlotta.NC 26217 *(704) 583-1436^ 
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GOP has got
more religion
Recent Gallup polls sup

port the notion that Republi
cans are more likely than 
Democrats to cast, votes 
according to their religious 
beliefs. The surveys also 
show that the divide is 
becoming more pronounced.

In its annual analysis of 
religious practices and 
beliefs, released Tuesday, 
Gallup gave Republicans a 
score of 722 on a 1,000-point 
scale and Democrats a score 
of653. In seven categories — 
including church atten
dance, confidence in orga
nized religion and whether 
religion is “important in life” 
— Republicans consistently 
scored higher than Democ
rats.

Over the past decade. 
Republicans’ scores have 
risen, from 711 to 722, and 
Democrats’ scores have fall
en, from 671 to 653. A 
November Gallup poll 
showed that 48 percent of 
GOP voters said religion was 
important to their vote, up 
from 37 percent in 2000, 
compared with 28 percent of 
Democrats, down from 31

percent in 2000.
Healing power of pets
What can an outreach min

istry do to gain the trust of 4- 
and 5-year-olds whose lives 
have been marked by fear, 
hunger and despair? One 
answer is to bring them a pet 
to play with.

'That approach has worked 
well for United Methodist 
Outreach Ministries in 
Phoenix, according to the 
director, Darlene Newsom. 
Every other week, an organi
zation called Gabriel’s 
Angels brings dogs to the 
ministry’s day-care center, 
where children from home
less and low-income families 
are allowed to hug and romp 
with the animals.

“There is a special connec
tion between children and 
animals,” Gabriel’s Angels 
founder Pam Gaber told 
United Methodist News Ser
vice. “We can help develop 
that compassion and empa
thy and trust because ani
mals and children are very 
much alike.”

Gabriel’s Angels has about 
100 volunteer teams of dogs 
and owners that provide pet 
therapy almost every day in

Greater Providence Baptist Church
“Learning to Seek God First”

2000 Milton Road, Charlotte, NC 28215 
704-532-6228 704-532-7568/<«

Dr. Fred Gibson, Pastor
-Come Join Us in Worship & Praise-

Sunday Worship 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
HourofPower 12 Noon - Wednesdays
Spiritual Renewal/Bible Study 7:00 PM Wednesdays
(Adult, Teen, & Youth classes)

“The Seventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord” - Exodus 20:10

Northeast SDA Church
827 Tom Hunter Rd. • P.O. Box 560647 
Charlotte, NC 28256
(704)394-5615 Office • (704)596-9767 Fax 
Frank L. Harrell, Sr. - Pastor
Sabbath School............... 9:15a.m.
Sabbath Service.............. 11:00a.m. • inm
Wed. Prayer Service.......  7:00p.m. | j|||l|

Trr
Mount Baptist ChurchSilver

■Continuing the tegBcy - 89 Ful/Illing the \?l»lon'
Come Aad Worship With Ust

Morning Worship Service 9:45am Children's Church 
Sunday School 8:45am Wed. Night Bible Study 7:00pm

Dr. Lincoln C. Lee, Pastor

501 W. Arrowood Road - Charlotte NC 28217 
(704) 522-1528 • (704) 527-2499 - fax 

www.sllvermoLmt.org 
email: smbc501@bellsouth.net

Greater Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church
"the Church whhlheConmm  ̂at HecoC

531 Campus Street • Charlotte, NC28216 
Crm)375-3900 - Fax 372-0614

Worship Services: SAM £r HAM 
Sunday School: 9:30AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 10:30AM Sr TPM 
Daycare & Afterschool Available

E-mail: gamez531@t)ellsouth.net
The Reverend CaMn L Miller - Pastor 

Reverend Karen Roberts Miller - Spouse

iu^ "A CduaAi tIuU- exiiid. 
to etuc&c dev-oted

www.stlukembc.org

Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday Worship Service8.....,«,>..4.....,,S:00am * 11:00am • 6:S0pm
Sunday SchooL................... ...................... ........... .......................0:45am
Wednesday......................................Noon Day Worship Study..12^)0

Evening Worship Study ..................... .......7:CK)pm
Rev. Clifford Matthews^ Jr., Pastor • 375-9650 

1600 Norris Ave. • Charlotte, NC 28206 • FAX: 375-8397

SIMPSON-GILLESPIE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

.TOIN ns FOR .SFRVTCF,
Sunday School, 9: 30am • Sunday Worship, 11 am 

Wednesday: Bible Study, 7pm
Saturday; “ Contemporary Worship." 6pm..."Wear Your Jeans"

- Dr. Andrew Brown, Pastor - 

3545 Beattie.s Ford Rd., Charlotte, NC 28216 - 704-399-2717 
"We can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Us"

Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church
“A Church Putting Love Into Action ”

700 SUGAR CREEK ROAD, WEST 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28213

Sunday Church School 9:30a.m.
Worship Service 11:00a.m. and 6:00p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5:00p.m. 1 VPrayer Meeting & Bible Study Wedne^ys 7:30pm AV
Office (704)596-7935 • Fax (704)596-1204

Residence (704)597-1249

the Phoenix area, Gaber 
said.

Heavyweight
awakening
George Foreman, former 

heavyweight champion and 
grill guru, this week 
revealed a spiritual 
epiphany that turned him 
into an evangelist.

In 1977, after losing a 12- 
round decision to Jimmy 
Young, Foreman returned to 
his dressing room and tried 
to cool dovm. But his 
thoughts turned dark before 
he passed out and was taken 
to the hospital.

“I smelled death. I was in 
the darkest place I had ever 
been in my life,” Foreman 
told the Dallas Morning 
News. “Multiply all the sor

rows you have ever felt in 
your life, and it won’t come 
close to what I was feeling.”

Foreman, 55, said he tried 
to bargain with God, saying 
he was famous and had plen
ty of money to give to the 
Lord. “Then (jod said, “ 1 
don’t want your money. I 
want you.’“

Foreman said he awoke to 
a new caUing that led — 
after a break from boxing 
and a brief but successful 
comeback — to his starting 
the nondenominational 
Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in Houston.

He preaches there most 
Sundays and travels the 
coimtry, giving speeches and 
promoting his latest inspira
tional CD.
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“Come Let Us Worship Together”

The Friendliest Church in the City of Charlotte”

ipt
:,NC517 Baldwin Ave. • Charlotte, NC 28204 

(704)376-1201 Office • (704)376-3344 Fax 
Rev. JA. Cuthbertson - Pastor

Sunday School.................... 9:30a.m.
Praise & Worship.................... 10:45am
Worship Service..................... 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study.........7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service.. 8:00pm

PARKWOOD INSTITUTIONAL
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Rev. Roderick D. Lewis, Sr., Pastor

802 Tom Hunter Road • Charlotte, NC 28213 
(Ph) 704-921-4915 (Fax) 704-92\A9\7

Radio Broadcast: Sat. SAM WGIV 1600AM 
Sunday Worship; SAM and 11AM 

Simday Breakfast; 8:45AM 
Sunday Church School: 9:45AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 12 Noon and Thur. 6:30PM

"The Church Where Everybody is Somebody 
and Christ is Lord of All. ” 

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE

Rev. Roderick D. Lewis, Sr.

Greater Bethel A.M.E. Church
Rev. Dr. Walter V. Howard, Jr. Pastor

201 Grandin Rd. - Charlotte, NC 28208 

Phone: 704-376-4345 • Fax 704-3764350 
Morning Worship Services - 7:45am & 1 lam 

Sunday School - 9:30am - 10:30am 
Intercessory Prayer - Friday - 7:00pm 

Wed. Bible Study 11:45am- l:(X)pm& 7:00pm-8:00pm

A.C.E. Fellowship: Sun. 6:00 pm 
Combined Worship - 1st Sunday (§> 10;00am 

http:www.gbamec.org
Dr. Walter V. Howard, Jr. 
Pastor & Mrs. Howard

REEDER MEMORIAL 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Come and share "The Journey" with us. 
Sunday Morning Worship - 8 am and 10:45 am 

Sunday School -9:30 am 
Tuesday Bible Study-7:30 pm

A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY MAKING CONNECTIONS 
WITH YOUR FUTURE

3725 Beatties Ford Rd.* 704-398-2914

.nni '>

!#V
MOUNT CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH

“Pastor and People ftisvailing Together”
Mission Statement: “Celebrating Christ to reach, teach and equip 

people for the service of Christ”

Sunday Worship at 8K)0 AM., 9:30 A.M. and 11:30 AAt 
Sunday School Ministry at 9:30 AM.

Children (4-11 yrs.), Youth (12-17 yrs.) & Nursery:!! JO AJVL 
^nall Groups and Married Cwple’s: 9:30 A.M. 

Wednesday: Praise Wwship & BiWe Study, 7 PJVl 
Youth and Childrai’s Ministry

3201 Tuckaseegee Road, Charlotte. NC 28208-3357 
Rev. Dr. Casey R. Office: 704-394-3525 Fax:704-394-8836

Kimbrough, I Website: www.mcbc-nc.org.
The Reverend Dr. Casey R. Kimbrough, I, Senior Pastor

St. Paul Baptist Church
Our Purpose: “To convince the unconvinced 

to be convinced and make disciples’'
Sunday Worship at 7:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. -10:25 A.M.

Radio Broadcast Suntiay 11:00 A.M. (1370 A.M. Dial) 
Bible Study Wed. 12 Noon - 6:45 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

Youth Church 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 A.M.

1401 North Allen Street, Charlotte, NC 28205 
Office: 704-334-5309

Gregcry K Moss Sr. 
Pastor

http://www.macedoniaofcharlotle.org
http://www.sllvermoLmt.org
mailto:smbc501@bellsouth.net
http://www.stlukembc.org
http://www.gbamec.org
http://www.mcbc-nc.org

