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Sharpton challenges 
black homophobia

Sharpton

By James E. Watson
VIE AMSTERDAM NEWS 

NEW YORK - Alarmed by 
the staggering number of new 

cases of
HIV/AIDS in 
the African- 
American com
munity, Rev A1 
Sharpton is 
launching a 
new initiative 
aimed at 
addressing the 
stigma in the 

African-American that has 
long surrounded the disease.

Sharpton is calling for black 
preachers to assist him in 
confronting the issue of 
homophobia among blacks, a 
topic long considered taboo, 
especially in the black reli
gious community 

“There is latent homopho
bia in our community” said 
Sharpton, who aimounced 
the initiative recently at the 
home of Allen Roskoff, a gay 
rights activist.

Over the next year, the civil 
rights activist will conduct 
pubHc forums at churches 
and schools aimed at educat
ing the pubhc about 
HrV/AJDS, while using his 
bully pulpit to caution 
against discriminating 
against gays and lesbians.

“I’m going to challenge the 
bias in our community” said 
Sharpton, who also plans to 
begin airing public service 
announcements on black 
radio stations that will train a 
spotlight on the epidemic, a

leading cause of death among 
African- Americans, especial
ly in the South.

“This is a bold step for the 
Reverend to take,” said 
Roskoff, who has known and 
worked with Sharpton for 
more than 20 years. “I think 
it’s always an excellent time 
to move forward to fight b^- 
otry and homophobia,” said 
Roskoff. He said that 
Sharpton’s decision to focus 
on this issue will help to gen
erate national attention and 
could save lives in the long- 
tenn.

At the reception held at 
Roskoffs West WUage apart
ment, Mayoral candidates C. 
Virginia Fields and City 
Council Speaker Gifford 
Miller were joined by other 
political leaders and city offi
cials, including Thomas R. 
Friedm, who pointed out that 
the deadly disease is growing 
among African-Americans, 
particularly black women. 
They pledged to join with 
Sharpton to assist.

Sharpton’s campmgn comes 
at a time when a number of 
black preachers, including 
Rev. James A, Forbes, senior 
minister at Riverside Church 
in Harlem, have been tryii^ 
to counter the anti-gay 
rhetoric resounding from 
black pulpits across America 
each week.

At one recent church ser
vice, Forbes told his congre
gation that discrimination 
against gays and lesbians has 
no place in society

‘Tour job is to get up every 
day and be grateful to God for 
your DNA,” he said. “It took 
an artist divine to make this

Still, Sharpton, Forbes and 
others are fikdy to face resis
tance jfrom many who remain 
adamant that homosexuality 
is a sin.

But Phill Mfilson, the execu
tive director of the Los 
Angeles-based Black AIDS 
Institute, said that Sharpton, 
who remains extr^nely popu
lar among Afiican American. 
preachers, could use his 
national prominence to help 
challenge a particular mind
set.

“He can serve to encourage 
his peers to speak out,” said 
^^Ison, adding that the issue 
has become a li^tnii^ rod in 
the black rdigious communi
ty He laments that black 
preachers have not done 
enough to adequately address 
the issue.

“Historically the church 
•has been a sanctuary for 
black people,” said "Wilson. 
“Sadly, black churches have 
not stepped up to the plate on 
HIV/AIDS as they have his
torically stepped up to the 
plate on other issues.”

The absoace of a discussion 
about the disease, coupled 
with growing sentiments 
within the black community 
that homosexuality is wrong, 
has led black ga}^ and les
bians to hide their sexual 
identity for fear of being 
rejected, "^filson said.
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Weather Trends This Week

Temperatures Precipitation

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2005

Sun
Rise Set

Moon
Rise Set

Thursday 6 40 am 8'17pm. Thursday 12:40 p m 1l-33pm
Friday 6 41 am. 8 16pm. Friday 1:44 p.m. none
Saturday 6 42 am 8;15p.m. Saturday 2:51 p.m. 12:05 am
Sunday 6.43 am 8.14pm Sunday 4 01 pm 12:44 am,
Monday 6:43 a m 8:13 p.m. Monday 5:09 p.m. 1 ;33 a m
Tuesday 6.44 a m 811 pm. Tuesday 6:12 p.m. 2.33 am.
Wednesday 6 45 am 8'10 pm Wednesday 7;07 p m 3:43 am.

Moon Phases 
First Full

I
8/12 8/19

Regional Cities

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Thursday
City HI Lo W HI Lo W Hi Lo W HI Lo W City HI Lo W
Aiken, SC 90 72 t 93 72 t 92 71 91 72 t Memphis. TN 95 77 pc
Augusta, GA 92 72 t 94 72 t 94 72 92 72 t Myrtle Beach, SC 90 76 t
Charleston. SC 92 77 t 94 76 t 91 75 91 76 t Norlolk, VA 91 75 t
Columbia. SC 93 75 t 96 75 t 96 75 94 74 t Raleigh, NC 92 72 t
Durham, NC 92 72 t 91 71 t 92 72 pc 92 71 t Richmond, VA 92 70 t
Greensboro. NC 90 71 68 71 pc 88 70 90 70 t Roanoke, VA 91 70 t
Greenville, SC 90 72 91 71 pc 91 72 91 71 t Savannah. GA 92 75 t
Knoxville, TN 90 70 pc 93 71 pc 92 70 91 70 t Wilmington, NC 90 75 t
Lynchburg, VA 90 66 85 65 t 88 67 89 67 t Winston-Salem. NC 90 72 t

HI Lo W 
96 76 1
90 75 t 
39 74 pc 
92 72 t
91 69 t
33 69 t 
94 76 1
92 76 t 
90 72 pc

Saturday 
HI Lo W
93 75 pc 
37 76 t 
91 75 pc
94 72 pc 
91 71 pc
88 70 t 
93 75 t
89 75 t
90 70 t

Sunday 
Hi Lo W 
92 76 t 
87 75 t
90 76 t 
94 70 t 
92 72 t
89 68 t 
92 74 t
91 75 t
90 70 t

City
Thursday 
HI Lo W

Friday
HI Lo W

Saturday 
HI Lo W

Sunday
HI Lo W City

Thursday 
HI Lo W

Friday
HI Lo W

Saturday
HI Lo W

Sunday
HI Lo W

Atlanta 91 75 t 93 73 91 73 t 90 72 t Miami 90 79 sh 91 79 sh 90 81 sh 91 80 sh
Boston 84 66 t 62 64 pc 89 68 t 85 67 t Mirvieapolis 84 66 t 62 « t . 80 60 t 77 59 c
Chicago 86 66 pc 88 68 86 68 t 82 66 sh New Orleans 92 78 t 94 78 t 92 78 t 92 77 t
Cleveland 84 68 t 86 70 86 68 t 85 66 t NewYiark City 92 74 *t 90 70 t 90 72 pc 90 74 pc
Dallas 98 76 8 98 77 96 76 S 95 77 s Orlando 92 76 t 92 76 t 92 76 t 92 76 t
Denver 86 60 t 86 58 86 58 pc 84 58 t Pittsburgh 86 66 t 86 66 t 68 68 t 84 66 t
Detroit 86 66 pc 86 68 86 68 t 84 64 t Phoenix 100 80 t 100 60 t too 82 t 101 84 pc
Houston 96 75 pc 96 75 94 75 1 94 75 t San Francisco 70 56 pc 72 56 pc 71 55 pc 71 57 pc
Kansas Oty 92 74 t 93 73 92 70 f 69 70 c Seattle 76 56 pc 76 56 pc 80 56 s 85 58 s
Los Angeles 62 64 pc 82 64 pc 80 64 pc 62 64 pc Washington. DC 94 73 t 94 73 t 92 73 pc 93 74 t

World Cities

City
Thursday 
HI Lo W

Friday
HI Lo W

Saturday 
HI Lo W

Sunday
HI Lo W City

Thursday
HI Lo W

Friday
HI Lo W

Saturday
HI Lo W

Sunday
HI Lo W

Amsterdam 67 59 Sh 69 58 sh 70 61 sh 68 55 t Pans 77 62 pc 78 61 pc 79 60 pc 76 55 pc
Berlin 66 51 sh 67 49 sh 66 56 sh 69 51 C Rio de Janeiro 70 62 sh 72 65 pc 74 65 pc 78 67 pc
Buenos Aires 58 55 s 62 55 s 65 56 pc 60 48 pc Rome 82 72 pc 83 64 r 85 63 pc 86 65 8
Cairo 97 77 s 99 77 s 101 75 8 102 77 s San Juv 90 78 t 88 78 pc 90 78 1 88 78 s
Jerusalem 85 63 s 88 64 s 88 65 s 87 65 8 Seoul 85 76 t 86 77 sh 88 73 pc 89 75 t
Johannesburg 63 45 pc 68 47 pc 69 49 pc 68 41 S Sydney 54 41 s 59 42 s 59 46 8 61 46 s
London 75 61 sh 72 63 sh 72 62 sh 70 53 pc Tokyo 83 73 r 80 76 t 83 77 t 87 79 t
Mexx^o City 73 54 sh 75 54 sh 75 52 sh 77 54 sh Toronto 85 66 pc 85 68 t 88 70 t 86 65 t
Moscow 73 54 pc 78 58 pc 69 57 t 74 56 pc Zurich 74 54 pc 72 55 sh 69 52 sh 72 56 pc

Waattw (W) a-simy. pepartiy cKxjdy, ecloudy atvshoMrs, t^hunderaiorme. r-ram, afsnow turrtae. an-vxxw Mce

Office DEPOT
CateofjSHJffterT

■ ^ ^
# r

5% Back to
SCHztLS

/r:s.»'’sssw*

I Hatinttal

FREE
5-Star Notetwok
with purchase ot T1 calculator 
(609^193, a $7.d9 valuo)

SAVE $20

7999
TI-83 Plus, after rebate
Texas Instruments^ Graphing Calculator
TI-83 Plus 905-739
99.99 - 20.00 Cmice Depot Mail-In Rebete = 79.99

I Hatinttal

wm
BUY 1, GET 1

FREE!
5999
Each
PNY USB 2.0 Executive 
Attache portable FlaNt Drive 
512MB 611-840

3 FOR$1
Office S001W
Notebook Filler Paper 
Wide-Ruied ISO-PK 589-483 
Coliegs Ruled, 10-12'X 8* 5^510 
Cofiege Ruled,irx8-12* 956-112 Reg.59e 
Limit 12 per custotner.

SAVE 709

99*
Each

Office DKVoxi
WirAound Noteboola 
1 SublecI, CoAege fkjled 571-564 
l-StAjact, Ale Ruled 475-128 Rag. $1.6 
Limit 10 per customer.

Upgrade
3x M«[nory/2.&x cpaed/cable

TI-e4Plu9C8lail8tor
with cable 1
(482-840) . 1

for son more
CiW Aftorrotnto *****>' T

119.99 - 20.00 0ffic« D«pot MaH In Rebate - 99.99
1

- TFS4 PkB Silver |

Upgrade Edition calculator [

9x M«niory/2.&( «p«*d/cat>l0 (493-752)for$^A more
After rebate

. 139.99 - 20.00 Office Depot MaH-h Rebate - 11999

ASK ABOUT OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
1.800.GO DEPOT i officedepot.com | 1.800.00 DEPOT

^ (1.800.463.3768) | ” AOL keyword: W (1.800.463.3768) to
CALL fax: 1.800.685.5010 I CLICK officedepot I COME BY locate a store near you

jMwrM V/ NASCAR'^ is a registered trademark of The National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc.

Prices and oRierwbe fwiec^. Some and oltas nvy be MdlaUe I) store Qi^Quatfttes llmied to iHtek items on^

* 5% of qualifying student school supply purchases wilt be offered to paitidpabng schools quctfterty in the form of an Office Depot Gift Cwd 
(computer, technology ilems,flirr)tufe Items and accessories, some bulk packaged products. Ink & toner cartridges and Gift Cards are not 

quaJttying purchases). Credits are not availabie to schools with less than $10 In tallied crectts per quarter Unaccepted/decHned 
. credits are void. Llrnted to Pre-K—12th grade. Other restrictions apply, visit yoiv local Office for details.
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