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C. JEMAL HORTON

National anthem should 
be open to interpretation
Continued from page 1C

www.BlackAthlete.net, asked 
this question of Kelly: “What 
in the name of Francis Scott 
Key were you thinking and 
who in the hell told you to try 
to hip/hop something that 
every American reveres?” 
Moore also said: “If R. Kelly 
was truly an American, he 
would have sung the song the 
way it was meant to be sung

I contend that what R. 
Kelly did was the bomb!

Uh, that is, if people such as 
O’Kelly and Moore give me 
their consent to use the term 
“the bomb” when referring to 
The Star-Spangled Banner.

I guess the biggest reason 
what Kelly did doesn’t bother 
me is because Fm not one of 
these folks who gets misty 
when the anthem is played 
before a sporting evait. For 
one thing, I don’t think the 
song should be played at 
sporting events anyway, 
ukless it’s AFTER an 
Olympic event in which an 
American took the gold

medal.
For another thing, I’ll admit 

it: Tm not the most patriotic 
person in the world Sure, Im 
^ad I live in this coimtry, and 
I certainly believe in its stat
ed ideals. Still, the flagrant 
and accepted iiyustices 
allowed to take place here 
each day -1 still wonder how 
much Cleveland County’s lit
tle Asha Degree would have 
benefited fium the same kind 
of coverage the missing girl in 
Aruba receives on TV each 
night — keep me fixim fully 
claiming a song sudi as “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” as 
my own.

But, see, that’s where peo
ple such as Hendrix and 
Gaye and, yes, R. Kelly come 
in.

There are a lot of people 
who feel the way I do about 
the antliem: indifierent, not 
really paying attention when 
they stand for the song. That 
is, until an R Kelly comes 
along and does it with a pas
sion and uniqueness rarely 
seen. I call it The Kirk 
Franklin Eflfect.

Back in the 1990s, when 
Franklin started adding 
funky baselines and dancing 
to his new stjde of gospel 
music, many people, especial
ly black folks, were beside 
themselves. “TTiat’s not the 
way God’s music is supposed 
to be played,” some said “It 
sounds too much like R&B 
music,” others said. This 
much, however, was certain: 
There was a generation of 
young people out there that 
hardly ever thoi^ht about 
God and church, but sudden
ly many were thinking about 
them because of Franklin’s 
new approach to gospel 
music. R Kelly like Hendrix 
at Woodstock, has the poten
tial to similarly impact people 
who typically care less about 
the national anthem.

And if it takes “stepping” 
and a smooth melody to get 
more people thinking posi
tively about this country, 
then I say let’s all go get 
dance lessons.

E-tnail C. Jemal Horton at see- 
jemab,\rite^aolx:om.

Final games test of Panthers’ will

Peppers
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Tampa Bay) game and it’s not won after this 
game. We have to play three more games, we 
have to be ready to play”

Starting with the Saints, who won the open
er on Jon Carney’s 47-yard game-winning 
field goal with three seconds left. Since then, 

the Saints have gone downhill. 
With a 3-10 record and elimi
nation fiom the playoffs, the 
Panthers know that they are 
still dangerous and that it will 
not be an easy game.

“It’s never easy in this league 
and especially not in this divi
sion. Ifs hard every week. I 
know we can play much better,”

said Peppers.
Since the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, 

the Saints have moved aroimd quite a bit. 
They have practiced near San Jose, Calif; at 
the Alamodome; and at two hi^ school fields 
in San Antonio. They’ve also had “home” 
games at the Alamodome, Tiger Stadium in 
Baton Rouge, La., and Giants Stadium in 
New Jersey

When the Saints moved their locker room, 
training equipment and fix>nt offices to the 
Alamodome in September, team officials 
knew they would have to move everything out 
when the NCAA set up the volleyball tourna
ment, which is now taking place.

Minter does not see the Saints’ displace
ment as an advantage for the Panthers. “No, 
not at all. Those guys beat us the first game, 
so there are no advantages going down there.

We’ve got to go in and be focused and take 
care of our business. We definitely are not 
thinking that there are advantages,” said 
Minter.

Receiver Ricky Proehl is confident the 
Saints are not feeling sorry for themselves 
due to their situation. “New Orleans has 
strug^ed with the situation that they have, 
but they are a good football team,” he said. 
“They have a lot of talent on that team. We 
can’t take them lightly”

Missing fium the first game is running back 
Duce McAlister who suffered a tom anterior 
cruciate ligament in his right knee on Oct. 9 
against Green Bay His replacement 
Antowain Smith, is no strangei- to the 
Carolina defense. In New England, Smith col
lected a pair of Super Bowl rings. In Super 
Bowl XXXVIII against Carolina, he posted a 
game-hi^ 83 yards on 26 carries, including a 
2-yard score. Smith had 11 carries for 60 
yards and a touchdown in the Monday Night 
Football 36-17 loss against Atlanta.

The Panthers control their playoff destiny, 
so there’s no need to panic. According to 
Proehl, they are focused on beating the Saints 
and finishing the regular season strong.

“We’ve had a hard time with New Orleans. 
They’re a good football team and they have 
given us problems,” he said. ‘We have to pre
pare this week as hard as we have all year. 
We have to focus on New Orleans. We’re 9-4, 
we’re not 4-9. We’re tied for the division; we 
have an opportunity to do something special. 
We have three games to go. If we finish 
strong, we’ll be 12-4.”

Shell makes D-II Hall of Fame
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n HaU. Harry Carson, a for
mer Shell teammate and a 

star linebacker 
with the New 
York Giants, 
was inducted 
in 2000.
Hatcher joins 
fellow Valdosta 
State graduate 
Jessie Tu^le, 
who was
enshrined in

Shell

2002.

At S.C. State, Shell became 
the dominant player at his 
position in the Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference, earning 
AU-MEAC and Associated 
Press and Pittsbuigh Courier 
All-America honors as a 
senica’. He signed a fiee agent 
contract with the Steelers in 
1974 and went on to an 11- 
year NI’L career, which 
included four Super Bowl 
titles.

Shell earlier was voted to 
the Division II Quarter

Century Tbam, the Sheridan 
Broadcasting Black College 
100-Year Anniversary Tbam, 
the Steelers’ all-time team 
and the NFL silver anniver
sary team, and has been 
enshrined in the South 
Carolina Athletic Hall of 
Fame, the Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Hall of Fame, the 
S.C. State Athletic Hall of 
Fame and the National 
Football Foundation Collie 
Hall of Fame.

EYES ON SHOOTOUT PRIZE

PHOTO/WADE NASH

Victory Christian point guard Kendria Hoimes looks for an opening to the basket in the 
Kings' 60-51 loss to Oak Hill in the Gold & Blue Holiday Invitational at Victory Christian last 
week. Holmes has signed to play at Providence next year. The Kings will also be in the fietd 
at the Bojangles’ invitational at Charlotte Latin Dec. 29-31.

PROFESSIONAL FLOORING

MOBLEY’S
Visit Our 

Showroom

4930
Albemarle Road
Charlotte, NC 28205

Residential & Commercial 
Carpet Cleaning,Sales & Service

• New Carpet Sales • VCT • Hardwood Flooring 
• Ceramic & Marble Tile

ThrnHu U §edf tkU U

New Carpet InstalledCarpet Installed
Carpet, Pad & Labor

99
per yardOnly $21.

Carpet Cleaning
“3” Rooms & Hallway

Only $105J^
400 Sq. ft.

Vinyl Floor
Congoleum & Armstrong

Only $15. 99
per yard

Duct Cleaning 

Only $20 per vent

“For Your Health”
Remove the Dust From Your Vents!

‘‘SPECIALS^’ Valid With This Ad Only 
Eddie Mobley, Sr. • Eddie Mobley, Jr.

Ph: 704-531-0155 • Fax: 704-536-4272

Whether you’re visiting Chapel Hill, 

Durham, or Raleigh, The Comfort inn 

University Is the perfect place to stay.

With amenities such as a deluxe conti

nental breakfast, full fitness center, 

outdoor pool, and tree high-speed 

wireless internet access, we know 

how to make you feel comfortable 

during your stay.

Other amenities include:

Guest laundry center 

Vaiet laundry service 

Free USA Today Newspapers 

Free local phone calls 

JacuTO Whirlpool Suites 

In room coffee, iron, & hair dryer 

Daily weather forecast 

Fax & copy service available 

Waterpik ma8sa0n|{ sbowee heads

Call today to book your room or 
visit choicehotels.com

LOCAr^O AT im 770 Off 140. OHf MOCK •tORTH ON
Hwv ib/fdn atmto oura^ sr^wHousE

Comfort Inn University
3S08 Ml. Moriah Oil. 
Durham. NC 27707

919.490.4949
cholcahoMsxom

Well see you there.
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