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Reciting Quran from memory a rite of passage
Continued from page 5B 
Depending on what part erf* 
the world they come fix)m, 
they may celebrate when a 
child begins reading the 
Quran, or when a giH decides 
to start wearing a headscarf 
or hyab

“In America, the ceremony 
is higlilighted even more, 
being here, not in a m^ority 
Muslim culture, and still 
achieving this goal,” says 
Faizaii Haq, who teaches 
Islamic cultural history at the 
State University of New York 
at Buffalo and is on the board 
of directors of the Washing
ton-based National Council of 
Pakistani Americans

* America has many cultural 
distractions, which is why 
Muslim parents here have to 
take a more active role involv
ing their children in the faith, 
says Fareez Ahmed, a 21- 
year-old graduate of George 
Washington University 
Ahmed finished school early 
to spend his fourth year mem
orizing the Quran, and now 
he’s in Bangladesh to perfect 
his recitation with oth^ stu
dents.

Islam experts say reciting 
the Quran fium memory in 
one sitting would take about 
15 hours:

In America, Ahmed would 
memorize the Quran three

Timothy useful to God
Continued from page 5B 
him. he allowed Christ to 
cleanse him from his sinful 
ways and transform him into 
a vessel of gold, becoming 
usefiil to his Master for good 
works

Paul also told Timothy that 
by working at the task of 
developing a strong charac
ter, Timothy would find him
self approved by God The tri
als of life and of ministry 
would test Timothy, but if he

applied himself diligently to 
developing strong character 
throu^ obedience to God’s 
comraemds, he would pass 
the test and be proven to 
belong to God. This advice 
also applies to us Christians 
today

Our Father never tempts 
us, but He allows us to 
encounter certain tests in 
order for us to learn to choose 
Him and grow in our faith.
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“Imparting Christian value.s into children to enable them to 

grow academically and .spiritually.’*
Accepting children ages: 6 weeks - 3rd Grade 

ABeha Curriculum • Spanish & Music Classes 
• Computer Learning Center

Rev. Dekota Grier McCullough, Principal'ipa
FOR MORE INFORM/XTION CALU 704-86.5-9016 

Rev. John A. McCullough, Jr., Senior Pastor
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Word Of Faith West
Pastor, Rev. Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

2300 Sanders Avc.
Charlotlc. NC •704-358-1709

A Cliiirch that cares 
for vour soul 2 Chron. 7:14

Adults & Children’s Sunday Schtx>l: 9:45am 
Sunday Services; llrOflam 

U’ed BiWe Stud>/Prayer 7H)0pm 
4ih Saturda) Youth Group at 2K10pm

Senior Pastor, 
Rev. & Mrs. 

Samuel Guthrie. Jr. 
Word Of Faith West t^iil crlehrate Black History Month with a 

presentation each Sunday Morning, ending with (Md Fashion Day 
in ctKtume on the fourth .Sunday.

.A meal will he served on the 4th .Sunday following 
the ILOO.AM service

hours a day and review for 
another five or six hours. “I 
had half-days on Sundays 
because I couldn’t concentrate 
when football was on,” he says 
in an e-mail.

For his Ameen, he hopes to 
have a backyard party with 
speakers and a translation in 
English projected onto 
screens as he recites a few

“TTie practice is definitely 
increasing,” he says. He has 
five students to teach when 
he returns to the United 
States. “Especially with the 
current international situa
tion, it’s really important to 
know what the Quran really 
says about certain issues, and 
having those verses memd- 
rized helps a great deal.”

At Taha’s Ameen at the local 
mosque, he got presents

including binoculars and puz
zles and was given a feast 
with fiiends and family The 
meal was toj^sed with tradi
tional sweets, though some 
American kids now insist on 
pizza as well.

Faizan Haq says Ameen has 
not yet bred its own acces
sories likp greeting cards, but 
he’s noticed a new toy indus
try catering to Muslim Amer
ican children. In one game, a 
(duld who presses on a Quran
ic verse is provided with a 
translation. “I bought one for 
my niece,” he says.

The translation is key 
Many Muslims in the United 
States learn to recite the 
Quran in Arabic before learn
ing what it means.

Taha’s 5-year-old sister, 
Iman, is almost halfway 
through her first reading of

What s going on at 
your church or 

mosque? Put it on 
our calendar.
E;-mail Cheris F. Hodges at 

cheris.hodges@thecharlottepost.coni
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the book, and she’s started 
memorizing it as well. Bolder 
than Thha, she stands and 
recites a short passage while 
holding her mother’s hand. 
But she can’t explain what 
she’s saying.

“She doesn’t understand it,” 
says her father, Abdul Haq, 
an engineer at General Elec
tric. “We don’t speak Arabic. 
Just saying the Quran is an 
act of worship.”

Classes about the meaning 
of the passages will come as 
the children get older. But for 
now, it’s a snowy day outside 
the family’s upstate New York 
home, and Taha and Iman 
plan to go sledding.

On the Net:
Council on Anierican-lslamic 

Relations: }ittp://\cww.catr-
netxjrg!

National Council of Pakistani 
Americans: http:Hwwwjicpa2nfol

H.O. Gi^am Metropolitan Presbyterian Church
2929 Old Steele Creek Rd. ___________

Charlotte. NC 28208 • Phone: 704.375.2116

Sunday School: 9:45A.M 
Worship: 11:00AM 

Bible Studv: 6:30PM Wednesday

ALLELUIA
Rev. Clarence G. Page 

Senior Pastor

Come Share the Vision and 
Share the Journey

Sunday Worship Services 
8:00 am and 10:45 am 

Sunday School 9:30 am

Reeder Memorial Baptist Church 
3725 Beatties Ford Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 
www.reederchurch.org

“Come Let Us Worship Together”
The Friendliest Church in the City of Charlotte”

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
517BaldwinAve. •Charlotte, NC 28204 
(704)376-1201 Office -(704) 376-1210 Fax 
Rev. J A. Cuthbertswi - rasior

Sunday School.......................... 9:30a.m.
Praise & Worship.....................10:45am
Worship Service..................... 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study.........7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service.. 8:00pm

First Baptist Church - West
18UI Uaklawn Ave. • Charlotte. NC 28210

(704) 37M075 Office • (7(M) 37^2309 Fax

Dn Ricky A. Woods, Senior Minister

Early Morning Worship........................ 8:00a.m.
Sunday School.......................................9:45a.m.
Worship Service.................................... 11:00a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................  7:00p.m.

MAKINC FIRS 1 
THINCS FIR.ST

Worship
Missions

Discipleship
Evangelism

Producing Kingdom Ci/tsens through Svan^tsm 
Disc0lKb0, Worship, Pdkrmhip, and Service

Pastor Claude R. Alexander, jr.

I Diversity Park Baptist Church
6029 Beatties Ford Rd. • Charintte, NC 28216 • 704-592-1681

The Park South
15755 Lancaster Hwy (Hwy 521) • Pinen'lle, NC 28154 • 704-941-0019 

Sunday 'Xorsbtlf, 8:30am & Sitndi^ SeboN, tO.OOam

^’orsbip Utnes At 
Uoiversfty Park Baptist Church

Sunday Worship 7:00, 9:30 & 11:30am & YouW Church, 11:30am 
Women 's Bible Shtdy, Monday 6:30pm 
Men's Bible Study, Monday 7:00pm 

Bible Stu^, Thursday 6:30pm 
www.theparkministries. org
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Mount Carmel On The Move!
Power • Wisdom * Strength ■ Stability

If you ore interested in on outhentic biblical community of forth, 
come experience the gift of God coiled Mount Carmel. Join us for 
worship at 8:00 o.m. or 10:00 o.m. services. Share in a new 
beginning for us ond moke a new beginning for you. Come 
experience WORSHIP THAT IS ALIVE!

K-e « » ej rw4 1-
7287 Tuckeseejee Ro*d, CImHoMc, NC 26214 

Reverend Dr. Cesey Kimbrou5h, Pastor 
704.394.3525 TEL 704.392.4832 FAX

wwwjncbc-nc.com

http://www.friendshiDgastonia.org
http://www.titwrmouffU.org
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