
7B RELIGION/tC)e Ctarliine $ii<t Thursday, February 16, 2006

Baptist church birthplace shows strains
niE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PROVIDENCE, R.I.- 
Grace Harbor Corumunity 
Church’s young congregants 
meet in a crowded hotel con
ference room, learn Scripture 
via PowerPoint and listen to a 
“praise team” play the bongos. 
The Web site of the 4-year-old 
Southern Baptist church 
includes a cartoon proclaim
ing “God said it, that settles 
it!”

Less than a mile away, the 
graying worshippers at The 
First Baptist Church in 
America prefer Bach to bon
gos, listen to a black-robed 
minister who quotes Winston 
Churchill and meet in a 
white-steepled National His

toric Landmark.
First Baptist’s historic con

gregation planted the faith in 
America, where 30 million 
people now call themselves 
Baptist. But in the move
ment’s birthplace of Rhode 
Island, just over 2 percent of 
the population is Baptist, and 
some of its eariiest churches 
are strug^ing.

Southern Baptist churches 
like Grace Harbor have 
emei^ed as the higher-profile 
public face of the tradition— 
which has evolved to become 
fai' more conservative than 
the church’s roots in a liberal 
blue state would suggest.

Most Baptist factions trace 
their roots to Roger Williams,

the 17th-century minister 
who founded Rhode Island 
and orgpnized the nation's 
first Baptist congregation in 
1638. The uncompromising 
provocateur was banished 
from Massachusetts for 
attacking state-sponsored 
Puritan congi'egations, 
demanding the separation of 
church and state and arguing 
that American Indians had 
property rights.

Williams was fiercely com
mitted to what he called “soul 
fi*eedom”—or fieedom of reli
gion. Just months after orga
nizing the first Baptist con
gregation, he left it and reject
ed the institutional church 
altogether.

Williams said he had a 
“restless unsatisfiedness” in 
his soul, and one of liis con
temporary critics called him 
“constant only in his incon
stancy” Scholars say those 
attiibutes continue to mark 
the faith today 

“Wherever two or tlmee 
Baptists are gathered togeth- 
ei‘, there’s a schism,” said J. 
Stanley Lemons, the First 
Baptist church historian.

Over the centuries, Baptists

have split into tliree m^jor 
branches: tlie Ameiican Bap
tist Churches in the U.S.A., 
tlie Southern Baptist Conven
tion and the National Bap
tists. mostly black congrega
tions with divei*se beliefs. 
Dozens of smaller gix)ups pop
ulate the Baptist family ti’ee.

Tlie largest denomination 
by fai* is the Soutliem Bap
tists, wliich split fi-om the 
American Baptists in 1845 
after delegates meeting in

Providence baiuied slavehold
ers finm sei'ving as mission
aries. Once confined to tlie 
South, the denomination 
spread noith duiing the 20tli 
centiuy and claims 16.4 mil
lion members, making it tlie 
nation’s largest Protestant 
denomination.

Williams’ old congi’egatioii 
remains American Baptist, 
wliich has about 1.4 million 
followers and is concentrated
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Jinwright’s 25th anniversary
Continued from page 5B
sad commentary”

During a moment of reflec
tion, Jinwright revealed his 
proudest achievement. “My 
major accomplishment has 
been to see the lives of people 
transformed. Tb watch people 
come in with no hope, receive 
hope, then their faith built to 
another level,” he said. “They 
began to really believe that 
they can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens 
them.”

Greater Salem has pros
pered as a result of Jin
wright’s leadership, however, 
first lady Pastor Harriet 
Porter-Jinwright has also 
worked for the church’s suc-

“My wife is a very strong 
part of the ministry, and she’s 
anointed,” he said.

After 25 years at Greater 
Salem, Jinwri^t said he stiU 
has a passion to serve the con
gregation and community 

“What inspires me to get up 
in the morning is my passion 
for what I do. Pm an early 
morning person, so that’s my 
devotional time. My day is set 
when I rise early and spend

PHOTO/WADE NASH

Greater Salem Church Pastor Anthony Jinwright says 
he still has the urge to serve his congregation. “What 
Inspires me to get up in the morning is my passion for 
what I do,” he said.
time with the Lord. It shapes 
my day,” Jinwright said.

The future of Greater 
Salem Church is bright, A few 
blocks fix>m the church’s pre
sent location is the site where 
Greater Salem City will sit on 
a 54 acre lot.

“Business owners will set 
up offices in the new com
plex,” Jinwrig^it said, which

will also include housing, 
retail, and education facili
ties.

On ihe Net:
Greater Salem Church 
\vww.greatersalem nrg

Church fires in Ala.
Continued from page 5B
suspects in mind, but they are seeking two white men in their 
20s or 30s. Eric Kehn, a spokesman for the federal Alcohol, 
Tbbacco, Firearms and Explosives agency, said the assessment 
was based on witness reports and behavioral profilers.

“They’re not youths or teens. It’s probably someone in theii* 20s 
or 30s. We believe they’re pretty much inseparable. They’re 
something like bosom buddies,” he said.

The FBI has been looking into whether the arsons were dvil 
ri^ts violations under laws covering attacks on religious prop
erty

Evidence from one of the earlier fires indicates the perpetra
tors may have been briefly trapped inside the building and may 
have been hurt, said Jim Cavanaugh, ATF regional director.

The Prophet’s Column, Inc.
9626 Feldbank Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28216-2131

The Saddest Day In All The World - Part I 
J.M. Little, Teacher

Friends, for your soul’s sake and your family, will you pay attention for eternity? This is 
the beloved Apostle John writing here under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. John said 
he saw a great white throne. And Him that sat on it. This is an eternal scene. John 
pictures God on His Throne. What a majestic Throne. I can’t describe it in words. God is 
holy and righteous. He is omnipotent. Being Almighty, He has declared in His Word that 
this Judgment is to take place. And it will take place, whether you believe it or not. In my 
unregenerate state, when I was in the religious world, I tried to convince myself that this 
judgment would not take place. Praise the Lord He did not leave me there. If He had left 
me there, I would have to go to this Judgment as a lost man. But under the Blood, I’ll be 
present at this Judgment as a saint of God. How will you go to this judgment? John went 
on to say: “...from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them.” (Vs.11) There are three heavens: the first is the space 
immediately above the earth, which extends about 25 miles up. Then the second 
heaven, from that distance into outer space, which extends up to the third heaven, 
where God dwells on His Throne. Note closely that John said: “...the earth and the 
heaven...”, meaning this earth you and I live on, and the space immediately above it that 
extends up to outer space. So you need not fear that the third heaven will be done away 
with. In other words, this earth you and I walk on every day will be destroyed. Where will 
you be then, my friends? Praise the Lord, at this day and time I’ll have the Bosom of my 
Lord to lay my head on, but only by His grace. I began this study somewhat after two 
o’clock in the morning. This is while the multitudes of you were asleep. I am awake in 
the early hours of the morning crying unto my Lord for lost souls. And the Lord dealing 
with my heart about many things.

Jfirst iilt. Bon CIjnrrI)
1515 Remount Rd. • (Tel.)332-8335 fFax)372-7548

28208
Sunday Morning Worship Services... 8:30 - 9:30 - 11 :(X)ani
Sunday School.................................  9:45 - 10:45ani
Singles Ministries (Mon.)................  6:30 - 7:30pm
Senior Citizens (Mon.).................... 10:30-4:(X)pm

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Dr. C.V. Owens You are cordially invited to worship with us!

Weeping W illow AME Zion Church
“.Vloiing FnHii Solvutioii To Discipleship”
2220 Mikxi p, • Chaikxur. NcnJ) Carolina 282t.S

Morub^ Worsh^i: 8:00 AM 
IIHMAM

Sundav .SchooT: 9:.UAM 
Wed. Prase & Pniven 7;fl« PM

(704)532-9125
■7H£ CHVmi niAT CARES"

Greater Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church
‘The ChunflwHhtfieConintmty at Heart'

531 Campus Street • Chartotte, NC 28216 
(7m)375-3900 - Fax 372-0614 

Worship Service 11:00AM 
Sunday School: 9:30AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 10:30AM & 7PM 
Daycare 61 Afterschool Available

Email: gamez531@belisouth.net
The Revetend Calvin L Miller - Pastor 

Reverend Karen Roberts Miller StxMse

Greater Myers Chapel
PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES

- You're Invited to Worship With Us -
Intercessory Prayer................................8:30am
Victory in The Word..............................9:15am
Worship.................................................... 10:30am
Sunday Evening Total Praise..............7:00pm
Hour of Powern’utorial avail.Wed....7:(K)pm

Vi.sit our WebSite: www.greatermyer.schapel.org
6(M) Jordan Place, Charlotte, NC 28205 For Van .Ministry 

“WAR Fellowship Ministry Covenant Partner” 704-377-1799

Pmuv W.«tldi HaUEzwn

(grcciibillc ftlcniorial S.iH.C. 2ion Clfurcl)
“A Teaching Ministry Making Spiritual Disciples" 

Sunday Worship Service 10A.M. Sunday School 9A.M. 
Bible Study: Tuesday 7 P.M. & Wednesday 12 Noon 

Child Development Center 
6116 Montieih Dr. Charlooe. NC 28213 
(Ph) 7(>f-5964742 (Fax) 704-597-8314

“A Word of Hope” Television Ministry 
Wednesdays @ 8 p.m. Channel! 21 (Public Access TV) 

Rev. Dr. Sheldon R. Shipman, Senior Pastor

Macedonia Baptist Church
of CHARLOTTE, INC.

"A Ministry of Love and Excellence"

Dr. John H. VC^alker, Pastor dr 
Minister, Rosie VC'alker

New Sunday lOam Worship Experience 
“Family First Worship”

*'As For Me and My House 
VFe Shall Worship The Lord'* 

SUNDAY
* Physical Food - (serving breakfast.)...................................................8 a.m.
* Spiritual Food - Christian Education School................................. ^ am.

Main Course - “Family First Worship"........................................... 10 xm.
WEDNESDAY

"Hour of P<nver' .Midday Worship.......................................................... 12 Noon
W.O.W. - Word On Wednesday Bible Study.........................................6:30 p.m.

TVand RADIO BROADCAST .MINISTRY;
CMPAC 21 - • Rejoice Radio 1370am • Wed. 10:45a

704-392-8496 *1500 Hattcras Avc..* www.macedoniaofcharlottc.org

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church
(JAniMotcu Senw.ee-

Sat., December 24th, 11:00 P.M. into Christmas Day

"Ti/atcA Senvice"
Sat., December 31, 11:0(J P.M. into New Years Day 

No Sunday 10:30 service December 25, 2005, or January 1, 2(506 
4228 Hovis Rd., Charlotte, NC 28208 • 704-399-3151 

- Rev. Wendell Phillips, Pastor -

SIMPSON-GILLESPIE

4
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Hearts, Open Minds. Open Doors"
Join Us For Service - 

Hinday School. 9:30am • Sunday Worship. 11am 
Wednesday: Bible Study. 7pm 

Isi & 3rd Saturday: “Clontemporarv’Worship," . 'Jeans Allowed'

Rev. Walter Pegues, Pastor
3545 Beatties Fd Rd, Char., .\C 28216 • 704-399-2717 • Van Ministr)' 

“We Can Do All Things Through Christ Viho Strengthens Vs"

Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church
“A Church Putting Love Into Action" 

700 SUGAR CREEK ROAD, WEST 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28213

Sunday Church School 9:30a.m.
Worship Service 11:00a.m. and 6:00p.m. 

Baptist Training Union 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study Wedneiiays 7:30pm 

Office (704)596-7935 • Fax (704)596-1204 
Residence (704)597-1249

I lis last
commandment is

our first
WWW aMtembc otg ass^nment
Missionary Baptist Church

Monday Wonkip • lltOOsm • ScaOpm
SuadAy —--------------------------------------------- ------- ougiw.

Dsy Wan^lp 9tuiy~iad>0
EvdFiilAg Wor«Kip

Kee. Clifford Matthtweif Jr^ Peutor • 375’9$90
1600 yarrit Av». * CheHoiU, NC 28206 • FAX: 375-83&7

PARKWOOD INSTITUTIONAL
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
802 Tom Hunter Road • Charlotte, NC 28213 

704-921-4915 (Ph) • 704-9214917 (Fax) 
Wedsile: www.parkwoodcnie.com 

■Sunday Worship 8:(K) & 11 :(I0 AM
Sunday Sc1mx)1 9:30 AM

Bible Study
Wednesday 12 Nmni 'lliursday 6:30 P.M

TRANSPORTATION A VAILARLE
Rixicrick D. Lewis. .Sr. 

Pastor

St. Paul Baptist Church
Our Purpose: “To convince the unconvinced 

to he convinced and make disciples” 
Sunday Worship at 7:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. -10:25 A.M.

Radio Broadcast Sunday H;(X) A.M. (1370 A.M. Dial) 
Bible Study Wed. 12 Noot - 6:45 P.M. - 8:(X3 P.M. 

Youth Church 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 A.M.

1401 North Allen Street, Charlotte. NC 28205 
Office: 704-334-5309

Gn^oty K Moss Sr. 
Pastor

mM

mailto:gamez531@belisouth.net
http://www.greatermyer.schapel.org
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