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New Orleans Archdiocese shutters historic churchr
WE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW • ORLEANS-The 
Ardidiocese of New Orleans 
announced Monday that it 
would close one of the nation’s 
oldest blade Catholic church­
es for the foreseeable future 
after protesters inte-rupted 
Mass on Sunday

Protest®:^, most of whom 
are not members of St. 
Avigustine’s, have been occu- 
pyii^ the rectory for a week, 
saying they will not leave 
until the parish is reinstated.

Archbishop Alfred Hughes, 
during a news conference, 
said he had no choice but to 
close St. Augustine Church 
because protesters had dese­
crated it by mterruptii^

Mass. It cannot be reopened, 
he said, until it is consecrated
again

He also ordered those holed 
up in the rectory to immedi­
ately vacate the property He 
did not indicate what steps 
would be taken if the protest­
ers did not voluntarily leave.

The parish at St. Augus­
tine’s was slated to be merged 
with larger St. Peter Claver. 
It wasn’t to have its own 
priest or membership, but the 
church itself was to remain 
open for Mass and occasional 
weddings or funerals until 
Monday’s announcement.

The consohdation was 
announced as part of the 
archdiocese’s effort to deal

with $84 million in uninsured 
losses following Hurricane 
Katrina, but Hi^hes said 
Monday that the primary con­
cern was not financial. St. 
Augustine’s had faded to add 
many new members or carry 
on other pastoral functions 
required of a parish, Hughes 
said.

“This is a very painful, 
painful decision to have to 
make and to implement. I 
don’t take any joy in this,” he

drawn a lot of attention 
because it is among the 
nation’s oldest Roman 
Catholic parishes, fovmded by 
white and free people of color 
in 1841. The fi«e black mem­
bers of the congregation 
bought pews in the church so 
slaves could attend Mass.

The Treme neighborhood 
chinch, which had about 350 
families before Hurricane 
Katrina, remains a racially 
diverse congregatiesn.

“We’re ad one. We’re diversi-
He also said the church has 

not been treated any diffoent 
from others in the archdio-

fied. We’re as close to utopia 
as you get here. There is no 
color,” said parishioner 
Doretha Augustus, who was 
standing outside the church 
where signs were posted say­
ing “Save our parish” and ‘We 

. shall not be moved”
Parishioners have appealed 

the decision and plan to take 
their case to the Vatican if 
Hughes refuses to ovaium 
the decisian.

Sandra Gordon, the presi­
dent of St. Augustine’s pas­

toral couned, said that in the 
meantime, parishioners and 
protesters would stay at the 
church.

‘We wdl continue to peace­
fully occupy the facilities 
because this is our parish. It 
is the property of the congre­
gation, not the
arthdiocese,”she said, trem­
bling as she read a statement 
on Monday 

On the Net:
Archdiocese of New Orleans: 
wwwxtrch-no£>rg
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But St. Augustine’s has

Former SWV front woman strikes
out on her new path: Gospel music
By Chens F. Hodges
cheris.hedges® ihecharloneposi.com

Known for sultry 1990s hits 
like “Downtown” and ‘Weak,” 
Cherjd “Coko” Clemons was 
the lead singer of the group 
SWV (Sisters With Voices).

Now she’s turned in her sec­
ular singing card to record 
her first gospel album. 
Clemons signed with Artemis 
Gospel to release her gospel 
debut.

‘Tve never left the church,” 
said Clemons. ‘Tve always 
been- active in my church 
despite my profession in R&B 
music. Church was more 
than a breeding ground for 
me to sing, it’s where I nur­
ture my soul. It’s a Mfestjde 
for me.”

Clemons said she isn’t wor-. 
ried a:bout a backlash 
because of her SWV days.

“I don’t think about aU of 
that stuff,” she said ‘Teople 
are going to find somethit  ̂to 
talk about. It’s not hke every­
one singing gospel music was 
perfect ad their lives, you 
know what I mean?’

Singing gospel professional­
ly isn’t new for Clemons. She

has appeared on The Lord’s 
Church Cathedral Choir’s 
project “Some How, Some 
Way” and “Mdnight” with 
Brent Jones and TP. Mobb.

Clemons began her singing 
career at the age of 12 as a 
member of the New York 
Community Choir. She was 
also a member of Hezddah 
Walker’s Love Fellowship 
Crusade Chcrir“If it were up 
to my motha-, I woidd have 
never left (singing gospel),” 
Clemons said.

SWV, which was comprised 
of Leanne “LeLee” Lyons and 
'Ibmara ‘Taj” Johnson, who is 
married to former NFL play­
er Eddie George.

SWV disbanded in 1999 
and Clemons released a mdd- 
ly successful solo album, “Hot 
Coko.”

At the time of the breakup, 
she told MTV radio that the 
group was going through 
some changes and the women 
had “communications prob­
lems. The imity was gone and 
the filendship was gone, basi- 
cady”

Last year, however, the 
women performed together
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I Come Join Us in Worship & Praise!
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Senior Minister Spiritual Renewal..................... 7:00 PM - Wednesdays
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“A Teaching Ministry Making Spiritual Disciples” 

Sunday Worship Service 10A.M. Sunday School 9A.M. 
Bible Study: Tuesday 7 P.M. & Wednesday 12 Noon 

Child Development Center 
6116 Mondeth Dr. Charlotte, NC 28213 
(Ph) 704-596-4742 (Fax) 704-597-8314

“A Word of Hope” Television Ministry 
Wednesdays @ 8p.m. Channell21 (Public Access TV) 

Rev. Dr. Sheldon R. Shipman, Senior Pastor

Macedonia Baptist Church
of CHARLOTTE, INC.

"A Ministry of Love and Excellence"

Dr. John H. Walker, Pastor dr 
Minister, Rosie Walker

N(w Sunday Warn Worship Experience 
“Family First Worship”

“As For Me and My House 
We Shall Worship The Lord” 

SUNDAI
' Physical food - (serving breakfast.).
■ Spiritual Food - Christian Education School.................................9 am
* Main Course - “Family First Worship ........................................10 a m

WEDNESDAY
"Hour of Power" .Midday Worship...................................................... 12 Noon
W.O.W. - Word On Wednesday Bible Study......................................6:30 p.m.

TVand RADIO BROADCAST MINISTRY:
CMPAC 2! - • Rejoice Radio 1370am • Wed. 10:45a

704-392-8496-nm Hacteras Ave..* w.macedoniaofcharlotcc.org

on the “New Jack City” tour.
Clemons said the women 

have made up and they are 
now ertremely close. “They 
are very supportive,” she 
said. Though Lyons and 
Johnson aren’t slated to 
appear on Clemons’ record, 
she said they will be around 
at shows to l^d support.

Clemons’ untitled gospel 
album will be released in 
August.

Clemons said that if she 
were to sing R&B again, 
she’d sing the love songs that 
she sings to her husband.

“I don’t see anything wrong 
with that, because I am glad 
that God brought him into 
my life and I don’t mind 
expi’essir^ my love to him,” 
she said-

Clemons added that she 
hopes people won’t judge her 
and accepts what she has to 
offer on her new album.

“Singing gospel is about 
spreading good news and let­
ting people know that God is 
real and out there for you,” 
she said.

The Prophet’s Column, Inc.
6183 NC 109 South 

Wadesboro, NC 28170-9533

April, 2006 Newsletter - Part I

My Dear Friends:
The greatest thing in all this world is just to know Christ as your Lord and your Saviour. 
Do you know Him? Those of us who know Him do not know the full meaning of that great 
eternal truth. When God saved me back there 34 years ago, I stood amazed. All my sin 
burden was gone. The pit of noise was gone. The Lord flooded my heart with a joy and 
peace I had never known, i cannot tell the greatness of salvation in Christ, for I am feeble 
and clay. There are no words in all the languages of the world to tell of the greatness of 
Christ and what it means to know Him. Spring has arrived. Spring testifies of the 
resurrection of Christ. The sinner being resurrected to new life in Christ. I was dead, but 
God raised me from the dead. He quickened me together with Christ. (Eph. 2:5) He 
justified me by His grace and Blood. (Rom. 5:9,21) If you knew what it means to know 
Christ, you would not run around here saying “I accepted Jesus as my Saviour". That is 
the concrete evidence you know literally nothing about Christ and His death on the Cross 
for sinners, And the Easter Babylonian celebration has nothing in the world to do with 
the Crucifixion of Christ. Easter is a pagan goddess. There are two truths that go side 
by side throughout God’s eternal Word: election and reprobation. Down through the 
years, since God commissioned me to teach His Word, I’ve brought several studies on 
these two great truths. If you have learned these two great truths, election and 
reprobation, you have made a great advancement in the realm of Divine truth. Both are 
taught in God's Word. To deny one is to deny the other. To deny one or the other is to 
call God a liar. You may say you don’t see them. One day I didn’t, either. When I was in 
the religious world, teaching as a lost man, I knew nothing of God's elect and God’s 
reprobation.

Jfirsit Hit. Htoii Paptlst CI)tircI)
1515 Remount Rd. • (Tel.)332-8335 (Fax)372-7548

__________ 28208
Sunday Morning Worship Services... 8:30-9:30- 11:00am
Sunday School.............................. 9:45 - 10:45am
Singles Ministries (Mon.)..............  6:30 - 7:30pm
Senior Citizens (Mon.)..................10:30-4:{X)pm

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Dr. C.V. Owens cordially invited to worship with us!

Greater Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church
‘The Church wiOliheCamunify at Hetvt'

531 Campus Street • Chartotte, NC28216 
(7m)375-3900■ Fax 372-0614 

Worship Service 11:00AM 
Sunday School: 9:30AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 10:30AM fr /PM 
Daycare Fr Afterschool Available

E-mail: gamez53Wbeltsouth.net
The Reverend Calvin L Miller ■ Pastor 

Reverend Karen Roberts Miller ■ Spouse

SIMPSON-GILLESPIE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

‘Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors’
-Join Us For Service •

Sunday School, 9;30am • Sunday Worship, Ham 
Wednesday: Bible Study, 7pm

1st & 3rd Saturday: “Contemporaiy Worship,’" 6pm,..”Ieans Allowed "
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Rev. Walter Pegues, Pastor
3545 Beatties FdRd, Char , NC 28216 •104.399-2117 • VanMtnislry

“W’e Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Us”

Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church
“A Church Putting Love Into Action ” 

700 SUGAR CREEK ROAD, WEST 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28213

Sunday Church School 9:30a.m.
Worship Service 11:00a.m. and 6:00p.m. 

Baptist Training Union 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study Wednesdays 7:30pm 

Office (704)596-7935 • Fax (704)596-1204 
Residence (704)597-1249

Greater Myers Chapel
PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES

- You’re Invited to ]\or.ship Wit/i U.s -
Intercessory Prayer...;...............................8:30ani
Victory in The 'Word.................................9:15am
Worship........................................................ I0:30am
Sunday Evening Total Praise................7:00pni
Hour of Power/Tutorial avail.Wed....7:00pm

Visit our WebSite: www.greatermyerschapel.org 
600 Jordan Place, Charlotte,'NC 28205 

“WAR Fellowship Ministry Covenant Partner”
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Mksionaby Baptist Church
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PARKWOOD INSTITUTIONAL
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
802 Tom Hunter Road • Charlotte, NC 28213 

704-921-4915 (Ph) • 704-9214917 (Fax) 
Wedsite: www.parkwoodcme.com 

Sunday Worship 8:00 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School 9:30 AM

Bible Study
Wednesday 12 Noon Thursday 6:30 PM 

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
Roderick D. Lewis. Sr. 

Pastor

To advertise your 
church,

call 704 376 0496

St. Paul Baptist Church
Our Purpose: “To convince the unconvinced 

to be convinced and make disciples” 
Sunday Worship at 7:30 A.M. and )0:30 A.M. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. -10:25 A.M.

Radio Broadcast Sunday 11:00 A.M. (1370 A.M. Dial) 
Bible Study Wed. 12 Noon - 6:45 P.M. - 8:00 PM. 

Youth Church 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 A.M.

1401 North Alien Street, Charlotte. NC 28205 
Office: 704-334-5309

For Van Ministry 
7()4-377-1799 ^

http://www.greatermyerschapel.org
http://www.parkwoodcme.com

