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January forum to tackle Charlotte disparities
Continued from page 1A

ty.”
U.S. Rep. Mel Watt was 

also at the press conference, 
as honorary chair of CM3A.

“My involvement goes bach 
about two years,” explained 
Watt, “not on the local level, 
but on the national level 
when I became chair of the 
Congressional Black
Caucus.”

While working on Uie agen
da for the CBC, which 
focused on closing and elimi
nating disparities facing

African Americans national
ly, Watt received a call finm 
national syndicated radio 
and talk show host, Tavis 
Smiley. The discussion with 
Smiley involved the initiative 
he was involved in, which 
would be included in the 
book. The Covenant with 
Black America.

The Covenant “was devel
oped by people through out 
the country,” said Watt. 
“(CM3A] is Malcolm’s and our 
communitys initiative to 
translate the national initia

tive into the local communi
ty.” ,

“It’s more important for us 
to focus on what our local 
needs are,” said Watt. “I am 
excited about the summit... 
[£ind] confident this will focus 
on what those needs are.”

In addition to Graham and 
Watt, CM3A is made up of 
ambassadors, honorary 
ambassadors, and steering 
committee members, who 
have committed to support 
the CM3A initiative. 
Honorary Ambassadors

include state representatives, 
judges, school board mem
bers, City Council members 
and County Commissioners.

The two day event will 
include speakers, perfor
mances, and small discussion 
groups.

Joumalist/author Juan 
Williams has been confirmed 
to open the conference on 
Friday, while Atlanta Mayor 
Shirley Franklin has been 
invited to discuss public poli
cy. Other speakers will be 
announced, as they are 
added. CMSAhaslaimcheda 
website for residents to regis
ter to attend, as well as get

updates on the event and 
communicate on the message 
board about issues prior to 
the town hall meeting.

Graham said residents 
should expect an opportunity 
to voice their opinions and 
concerns.

‘This is an opportunity to 
talk to decision makers and 
leaders,” said Graham. “I 
always say we have a lot of 
leaders here...what we need 
is leadership. I believe it’s 
time we have a meeting of the 
village. [Residents] will have 
an opportunity to voice opin
ions on issues most impor
tant to them.” Graham

emphasized that as Charlotte 
continues to grow, it can't 
afford to fall behind in 
addressing disparities.

“Every voice is needed, 
every voice is wanted,” 
Graham s£iid. “We want peo
ple to be ready to come to par
ticipate.”

For information ot to register 
for the conference visit 
wmvrm3a.org.
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N.C. Sen. Malcolm Graham (left) shares a laugh with U.S. Rep. Mel Watt Wednesday at a 
press conference announcing the Charlotte Mecklenburg African American Agenda town 
hall meeting January 5-7 in Charlotte.

Rate of 
women 
inmates 
rising
By Sommer Brokaw
THE TRIANGLE TRIBUNE

The majority of North 
Carolina’s prison inmates are 
black, even though Afncan 
Americans make up only 22 
percent of the state’s popula
tion.

While black men far out
number black women in 
prison, women are th§ fastest 
growing population.

Sabrina Cates is director of 
the Durham County Teen 
Court and Restitution 
Program.

Then Court is for first-time 
misdemeanor offenders, and 
the program also uses teens 
to work in the court and 
deliver judgments. Cates said 
over the past few years, the 
number of black girls coming 
into the court has remained 
consistent.

Cates said girls are getting 
more involved in gangs, and 
that is one factor leading 
them to get into trouble.

“The girls are a little more 
active in gangs than they 
used to be,” she said.

Former Wake County 
Sheriff John Baker has 
noticed the number of black 
female inmates climbing.

“If we’re not careful, the 
black females will catch up 
with the males,” he said.

The latest report from the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
revealed that the population 
of the state and federal pris
ons rose to a record 1.47 mil
lion in 2003.

Victoria Peterson, a 
Durham activist, said that 
prisons are big business.
“Correctional Enterprise 
made $84 million out of work
ing inmates last year,” she 
said. “Much of that money, 
went back into the prison sys
tem. Here they are working 
prisoners in this state and 
very little of those dollars are 
coming back to the communi
ty”

Baker said the saddest part 
is those women who enter the 
system pregnant. A pregnant 
inmate can have her child 
taken away within 24 hours, 
and research shows that chil
dren of incarcerated parents 
are six times more likely to 

See MORE/3A

Charlotte Country Day School
1440 Carmel Road Charlotte, NC 28226 (704) 943-4530
GRADES JK-12 / TUITIONASSISTANCEAVAILABLE t WWW.CHARLOTTECOUNTRYDAY.ORG

Girlfriends ^^Gefaway
The ultimate trip for the uitimate circie of friends.

Pack your bags and go in style with the Girlfriends L.A. Getaway.
Enter for your chance to win a trip to glamorous Los Angeles, California.

Plus sensational sights, shopping and spa treatment for you and three of your best girls!

come and get your k>ve^

#lltel
wireless

o my circle ^— cali anyone on any network for free. Visit aiitelcircle.com for detaiis.

AWri Stwes 1 OTInsefMaiiStoresNwwOpen Sunday.

FteVSiags 
11S24PnMtlence fU. 

Q Tavis 24/27 E (7D41845-2144

O'-™*****
(toleae 3419Tonng«iAWay.
i8»€allertiBM. S)e.108

lOSOOCeniumaMyi Ststssvilte

<?IH861-X00

Moeros fiackingtiaD
,9l8S70ictenonSvd. ^ ITSeE BraadAw. 

!7M)292-A74 (910997-7099

Moorasville Saii^ury
O95IH<WPlsa0r 910E mrasSl

(704)962-8444

OlSSOE.EtoadS 
(704)871-8181 
Wadasboro 
lOOSE.i^Mell 
(704)694-7050 
Shop al a Panidpating

WU.*IIARr

I PremiarT^aitsj
Equipment & promcAionai (rffers 
at these locations may vary.

I Authoiirad Agetilsi Equipment 8t ^omotional offers 
at these locations may vary

Pineviile 
1 Truth MtAile 
(7MJS41-9793 
Takatnui Wireless

PiienHe Sbalby
O 3185 Pinevfle- O 1185 E Diton Sul.

MatthensRd (704)480-7400
(704)549-6503

F« Bsness & Gorenmeiit Aceotnis call 1-S77-6IZ-CNTR or visit alltelbnsiness.com

TaaMBsafiat:St»4ar4Ugrolkach*ifen«|rap
plan. OnVthose messaossconOrmed U t« ssntcr r»
forupto*re9(3]il8j5 Aiteldoesnot^uarantteme .... . .
cuiTan8;n<it«raraHs l^»4MtastrtaiaE tail STOP (BBasioaienwssafes.HaiplKtiictiaB .Text HaPto873GEfor proi________ ________ _______________
avian,csRI-eOO-TWel-l GirttMaislAGdawaTiNonictecaaMssaiy toaUaLplayrerwii. Ioetta;(1)send aiexinsssaqa to the snort cods 873^to opt »«□ the Swsi 
hend pnntiroufnsme,tulla(Wfess.day8n»,8»Bn™andwi(9tesstBl9[)hong numbers. age.ande-nBil address to^nai) Ml a r xTpif-- -■---------" - ----------"

:|Van Ml. For ABtel customers, (he charges tor text messaging service will'raIV depending on yourplan. Each message sent or received will count againstyour messaging 
gmessagesarelQcaach.onapay-per-useplan Onmostpftones. text messagesare limited to 160 characters per iressage. Messageswillbe saved 8 delivery attempted 
are neither monitored nor conholled lor content, except tor diiact conmumcation from Alltel Messaging detail (date.Ome 8 phone nunber the message was sent to) is 

‘"PtoSUGEfor program iafonnatioi .Addrdoial latornaPot: Tent messaging service 8 sweepstakes only available through participating vnreless carriers far customer 
) send ai0fl message to the short code 873ES to opt m to the Swe^stakes and to receive three (3) multiple-choice trivia questions per Promotional Time Perloii or (2) 
to^nai) Ml a 3" xTpieceof paper and send kina properly stanped envelope to; AdtelGirllrianastA Getaway Sweepstakes. PO. 60x511335, New Berlin, Wt 53151. 

Iltmia responses and mail-ai entries, up to Sn (10). wiB count as enlnes into the SweepsmkesperPromoaanalTime Period Yeudonot have U> answer the trivia question correetty a Oe entered into the Sweepstakes Entries mede by text messaging will be charged according 
yoircarrvr'ssaniica rats plan Pierubonendsat 11.59p.in Eton Odsber 28,2608 weekly eninesdue 11:59pm ETeach Sunday Non-winningweeklyentrieswillba carried over into the subsequentweelds drawing Openonly to legal female rendents of Alabama Arkansas. 
ec^a.nor<da. Louisiana. Wgeia.Mssis9ppl. North Cara^a. South Carahna. or l^ who are ISyasrsof age or older. Void where pmlabited HH rules and detatlsatwww.alltelcoTn/girltriands My Ciide; Available to new and existing customers o- -.....— ——

or MteLconuAI product 8 service malts retMencedaiedre names, trade'names trademarks 8 iogosaltheir re^eclTve owners t£i2(I0SMtel Commurscations.liic.Ali rights reserved

http://WWW.CHARLOTTECOUNTRYDAY.ORG
http://www.alltelcoTn/girltriands

