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Blackwell-Tapia Conference 
in Minnesota and the 16th 
annual MathFest that was 
held at Howard University.

“One of the major purposes 
of the conference is to show- 
case what’s been achieved by 
this group of people and to 
give an opportunity for people 
to get together for the 
younger people in the field to 
meet the successful senior 
people,” said Douglas Arnold, 
a professor of mathematics 
and director of the Institute 
for Math and Its Applications 
at the University of 
Minnesota.

During the Blackwell-Tapia 
conference, the nearly 150 
minority mathematicians 
joined together to discuss 
trends in minorities in math, 
and put on a program called 
“Math Is Cool” for nearly 100 
local minority high school 
students.

Cooper knows all too well 
the importance of all of these 
functions. When he earned 
his Ph.D in 1993, he was one 
of five blacks awarded a doc
torate in mathematics that 
particular year. He said 
events like the Blackwell- 
Tapia Conference and 
Mathfest are encour^ing a 
new generation of Black 
mathematicians.

“The numbers (of black 
Ph.D.s} were in single digits 
fairly steadily until the late 
90s. But we’ve stayed there. 
So it’s still a small number... 
There are various programs 
and efforts to try to do a little 
better. But there’s still plenty 
to be done,” he said.

At the MathFest, math 
undergraduate students from 
Howard, Morehouse,
Spelman, Delaware State, 
Morgan State and others met 
their peers and mathemati
cians working in science, 
national security, and for 
large accounting firms.

Panelists at MathFest 
explained that math can help 
the U.S. government break 
foreign codes in our airwaves 
to figuring out why Monarch 
butterflies may no longer 
exist in the next 20 years.

During a question and 
answer period, students were 
delighted to find out their 
chosen career path can be 
lucrative and fulfilling. 
Certain jobs, the panelists 
said, may have starting of 
$60,000 with just a 
Bachelor's degree. For 
Ph.D.s, the students were 
told, some tenured math pro
fessors could easily earn six 
figures.

Ashley Crump, junior math 
major from Howard, fell in 
love with math as a fourth

grader in Ft. Worth, Tfexas. • 
She said her fourth grade 
teacher and high school 
Advanced Placement
Calculus teachers inspired 
her to pursue math in college.

“When I first got (to 
Howard), ! had no idea what 
I was going to do with math. I 
had no idea about graduate 
school no one ever told me 
about that. I was just doing it 
because I liked math. So pro
grams like these, different 
conferences to go to, really 
teach you more about the 
opportunities, more about 
your field. You get to meet a 
lot of people and you see 
those same people at differ
ent conferences so you get to 
network,” she said.

Crump, who plans on pur
suing her Ph.D., like her 
teachers, said she wants to go 
her old school and encourage 
black students to get into 
math.

“I want to at some point and 
go back to explain to students 
there’s money to be made and 
people don’t like it so if you 
can do it. Go do it and you will 
be a commodity,” she said.

The idea of getting excited 
about math and spreading it 
to other young black people is 
exactly why Scott Williams 
became one of the founders of 
the National Association of 
Mathematicians, the organi
zation responsible for 
MathFest, and the creator of 
the Mathematicians of the 
African Diaspora website.

Williams, a world- 
renowned math professor 
currently at the State 
University of New York at

Buffalo, remembers when he 
was one of about four black 
Ph.D.s in 1969.

Sitting in the back row of 
the auditorium, Williams 
beamed as he looked out over 
the crowd of students, profes
sors and math professionals 
discussing internship and job 
opportunities.

‘When I started out I didn’t 
know anybody (black) in 
mathematics. It was a while

before I got to leam a few peo
ple. So I think organizations 
like this are phenomenal,” he 
said.

Numbers from the College 
Board show that while num
bers are improving for black 
students taking the 
Advanced Placement
Calculus exams in the last 
decade, they still make up a 
small percentage of test tak-
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Order bv:
Tuesday November 21 

10:00am
Pick Up;

Thursday Thanksgiving Day 
11:00am

Don't bum your house down! 
Let Mert’s Heart and Sou! 

Prepare your Southern Fried 
Turkey Dinner 

Menu:
20 - 24 lb Fried Turkey • Stuffing 

Macaroni & Cheese 
Collard Greens • Green Beans' 
Cakes: Coconut, Red Velvet, 

Sweet Potato 
Metis Heart & Soul
(704)3424222
214 N College St, 

Charlotte, NC 28202

SUNTRUST ONLINE CASH MANAGER. THE ASPIRIN OF BUSINESS BANKING.

ONLINE CASH MANAGER WITH A 
HOST OF ADVANCED FEATURES:
•Business and personal accounts under one view
• Multiple users with tiered authority for security 
•Free Bill Pay*
• Move funds to and from most SunTrust

commercial tines of credit
• Direct Deposit employee payroll 
•Send tax payments electronically

Say goodbye to your cash management headaches with the solution 
designed specifically for business. SunTrust Online Cash Manager 

includes advanced features like viewing both business and personal 
accounts at the same time, multi-tiered authority that allows you to 
delegate specific tasks to individuals while monitoring their online 
activity, and the ability to move funds to and from most SunTrust 
commercial loans and lines of credit. SunTrust Online Cash Manager 
- relief from the daily headaches of cash management.

Call 866.867.6711, stop by your local SunTrust branch, or visit suntrust.com/cashmanagement 
to try our Online Cash Manager demo.

Online Cash Manager and Online Caen Manager Plus are not intended for use by commercial or institutional clients, which in general 
aredellned as companies with annual sales in excess of S10 million. SunTrust's Online Cash Manager Premium and Online Treasury 
Manager have e complete host of web-based services designed to meet your online banking needs. Please call 877.370.5108 for 
additional information. You must have or open a business checking account to be eligible to enroll In an Online Cash Manager 
product. Transaction fees may ar^ly.
'There are fees for exceeding sts 
SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. 0 
marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

d transactions, cash processing, and night bags. Refer to the fee schedule for details,
2006 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and Seeing beyond money ai

SuimTrust
Seeing beyond money

More Great News about North Carolina s 
National College Savings Program

j

A State Income Tax Deduction.
Beginning in 2006, qualified taxpayers may deduct a portion of their contributions 
to North Carolina’s 529 plan. In 2007, the deduction allowed will more 
than double.

Tax-Free Earnings Continue.
Congress lias made a short-term tax benefit for 529 plans permanent. Your account 
earnings used for qualified college expenses will remain free from federal income taxes 
(and state-too).

College', 
Foundation
of North Carolina

For details on North Carolina’s 529 plan, visit 
CFNC.org/Savings or call 800-600-3453.

To learn more about North Carolina’s National College Savings Program, its investment objectives, risks, and costs, read the Program Description available from CFNC.org.
The availability of tax benefits may be conditioned on meeting certain requirements. If you are not a North Carolina taxpayer, consider before investing whether your or the Helping You Plan Apply and Pa fo c 
beneficiary's home state offers any state tax or other benefits associated with investing in that state's qualified tuition program. ezoosCoii’egsFoundation hw
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