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MILITARY OPERATION
S ATLOW FBB

Oampaign of Field Marshal Von
Mackensen in.Rumania Now
Beems Nearly at An End

DEVELOPMENTS AWAIT

REPLY OF THE ALLIES |

On Franco-Belgian Front There |

is Quietening Down of Recent
Activity at Verdun,

(By Associated Press.)
Further deveiopmente in the peace
movement in Europe now awaits the |
present:tion of the formal reply uf:

the allies to the proposal of the Cen-

tral powers,
Military operations in  the Euro- |
pean field of war are at a low ebb,
The campaign of Fieldl Marshal
von Mackensen in  Rumania seems
neirly at an end” Whether or not

some further imporiant move isg in
ontemplation in this war fheatre
the reports ghow comparativd quiet
to be prevailing al present.

On the Franco-Belgian front aiso
there is a Inll with a quietening down
of the recent aclivity at
while the latest reports from bath
the

dronta show little but avtilory, duels |

and skirmighes.

In Maceduvaia the reports show rai
and fog prevailing with no miiitary
movement e.cept patrol engage-
ments,

FIRE IN ATLANTA
DOES BIG DAMAGE

bwe ‘Department Store, Building nnd
Steck Destroyed by  An  Early
Morning Fire.
(By Associated Press.)
Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 20.—Fire that
started on the Hth floor-of the de-
partment store of J. M. Allen & Com-
pany on Whitehall street early this
morning destroyed the Allen bu'ldine
and the stock of goods. Mr. J. M.
Allen estimates the loss at $20,000.
The origin of the fire is unknown.
The authorities exeluded people
from the Kress store adjoining the
burned building, fearing that damag-
od walls might fall on the 3 story
bujlding occupied by the store. Also
people were not permitted to enter
another store adjoining, it Leing fear-
¢d that the fire wall between was se-
riously damaged.

BIG FIRE IN BIRMINGHAM.

Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 20.—Fire
believed to have been caused by de-
fective wiring in an elevator shaft
of The Parisian, a woman's ready-to-
wear store on 3rd avenue here early
this morning destroyed the contents
of the entire establishment vatued at
more than $200,000. The Parigian
was a four-story brick building and
was stocked with Christmas goods,
The building and contents were part-
ly insured.

HIGH POINT VOTES
TODAY ON R. R. BONDS

Question of Issuing $25,000 of Bonds
for Extension of Carolina & Yad-

kin River Railway Being Decided in
the Township.

High Point, Dec. 20.—Citizens of
High Point township today were vot-
ing upon the question of whether the
erovosed extension of the Carolina
and Ya'kin River Railway shall be
aided by a 825,000 pond issue, to te
sécured by capital stock of the road
when the first train is operated over
the new line. It is proposed to ex-
tend the rond from Denton, Davidson
county, o Mount Gileae, Montgomery
county, thereby giving High Point

sdvantege of anather trunk line
. ilvoad and opening up for develop-
ment oné of the richest sections of
the state.

The principal argoment in favor of
the issuance of the bon’s is that the
proposed extension would give access
to a section in which timber a“ounds
and which now is not awvailable fo

NEW WAR COUN

CIL OF FRANCE,

FATALACCIOENTONTHE  ORGANZED CHARTY  GERMAN TROOPS NAY  CHRISTMIAS Ol

CENTRALOF GEORGA Y. NOW AT ABEWARLE NOT KNDK OF PRPSAL FOR MANY 0

!

Verdun, |

Russian &nd the Austro-Italian |

|
|

SR

Quickly following the British ex- |

ample of choosing a small council
to manage the war the French hsve
I“l:t’t‘ib.i five well -konwn men. They
are. bLosides Premeir Briend, Ales-
andre Ribosl, who continues as min-
jater of finance; General Hubert
Lyautey, as new war minister; Rear |
Admiral Lacaze, as new minister of
marine, and Albert Thomas, pro- |

PPN, e

moted to be minister of munitiunulpnrununt.

and teansport from an undersecre-
taryship he held in the same de-

SERGEANT GONZALES

Son of United States Minister to Cu-
ba and at One Time Connected
With Columbia, S. C., State, a Vie-
tim of Pneumonia.

(By Associated Press.) f
El Pasgo, Texas, Dec. 20.—Sergeant

Robt. E, Gonzales, of the machine

gun company of the 20 8. C. Infan-

try, son of W. E. Gonzales, Unitaed

States minister to Cuba, died at the

base hospital at Fort Bliss last night

of pneumonia,zfter being ill four
days. Ministef Gonzales is now en-
route from Havana, Cuba, to El Paso.

A military funeral will be held. Ser-

geant Gonzales' death was the eilgzthlJ

from pneumonia to be reported here
among the national guardsmen and
regular army during the last eight
days.
Connected With Columbia Paper. [
Columbia, 8. C. Dec. 20.—Robert
E. Gonzales, prior to enlistment as a
private in the 2nd 8. C. regiment
vhen the national guard was mobi
lizei for Federal service last June,
was for a number of years connected
with the State, writing editorial para-
graphs. He was 28 years old and was

a native of Columbia. His parents

and one sister survive.

AMERICANS DETAINED IN
SYRIA ARE RELEASED

May I.e&:e bty Way of Beirut Where
They Must Remain s Month in Or-
der Not to Carry Away Military
Secrets of Tirkey.

(By Associated Press.)

Washington, Dec. 20—The 200 Am- |
ericans detained in Syria and Pal-
estine by Turkish military authorities
have been grantei permssion to leave
by way of Beruit on condition that
they entern at Beirut for oné month
]to make valueless any military infor-
mation.

The United States has repeatedly
made diplomatic efforts to free the
Amerisans, some of whom are mis-
sionaries and others naturalized eit-

DIES AT £L PASD, TEX. |

MR WEAVER WS
COURT DECKSON

Supreme Court Refuses Congress-
man Britt's Appeal for Injunction
Raleigh, Dec. 19.—A commission as

representative in Congress from the

Tenth District to succeed James J.

Britt, Republican, was issued late to-

day to Zebulon Weaver, Democrat, by

Governor Craig. y
The commission was issued by the

Governor after the State Supreme

Court an hour previously had dis-

missed Britt's appeal from the ac-

tion of Judge W. J. Adams, of the

Buncombe County Superlor Court, In

refusing to grant a writ of mandamus

to compel the Buncombe county toard
of eanvassers to declare ‘the vote of
that county on the face of the re-
turns as they appeared on November

9. The returns of three precincts in

the county not officially reported at

that time were included when the
county canvassing board acted on No-

| vemizer 17. Britt still was ahead in

the county but Weaver had gained
enough in the three precincts in ques-
tion, to overcome Britts lead dnd
give him a plurailty of nine votes in
the district.

A temporary order restraining the
State board of canvassers from tak-
ing into consideration the vote of
Buncombe County obtained here re-
cently by Britt, was dissolved by
Judge W. M. Bond as soon as the Su-
preme Court's decision was handed
down. The board of canvassers then
reported Weaver's election to the
Secretary of State who in turn certi-
fied it to Governor Craig.

In political circles here it is taken
for grented that Britt will take the
contest to the floor of the House of
Representatives.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST 10
RAISE OVER $10,000,000

Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 20.—The ed-
ucational commtitee of the Southern
Baptist convention announced today

that & recommendation had been i

adopted yesterday to raise §10,000,-
000 in the 17 Statss commected with

[ One Man Killed and Several Persons "“(V"““ Meet and Plan

Injured When Neorthbound Semin-
‘ ole Limited Turned
Opelika, Alabama.

|

[ (By Assoviated Press.)
Montgomery, Ala, Dec. 20.—One

man was killel and several persons

injured -when the northbound Semin-
ole limited turned over five miles
from Opelika, Alatama, this morn-

Over Near

ing. The engine remained on the
track but six cars turned over and
rolled down a siight

Several persons were cut by glass.

A wrecking train was sent from
Columbus, Ga., and a relief train with
physicians went from Upelita. The
accident, which ozcurred on the Cen-
tral ¢f Georgia tracks vas due to a
trocken rail, it is said.

AMERICA SHOWING
A GREAT INTEREST

From the American Viewpeint the
Maiter of Comanding the Mercan.
tile Marine for War Purpose is the
Maost Interesting of Questions
Raised by New Premicr.

(By Associate’ Press.)

Washington, Dee. 20.—The nation-
ulization of British shisping mention-
ed by Premier David Lloyd-George as
one of the first st of the new gov-
ernment commna much interest
from the American viewpoint, more
so thon any other phase of hik speech
bafore the House of Commons on
Tuesday. What offect it will have on
foreign trade and on Lthe status of
ships sun by submarines opens new
wnd unexpested questions with re-
zard those coneerned.

The taking into national service of
all merchantile marines, following the
announcement that she . would not
guarantes to coal her etations over
the world, except to conserve thg coal
of the allies, is thought by officiala to
turn over the greal wajority of the
world carrying trade ships to war
uses.

The pffective it will have on Ameri-
enn commerce and its service to the
allies is problematic, especially as to
the completeness of its enforcement
by the Premier. There ia nothing the
Unitei States can do should the whole
of the mercantile marine be with-
drawn from American trace.

It is thought that tae effect on the
submarine controversy will be to re-
move the confusion in: discriminating
tetween the private ships entitled to
protection and to sarnmg for the
safety of those shoard and those not
so entitled. Just where the point of
distinction lies is a very complex
question.

THE WAY CLEARED FOR
VOTE ON THE DRY BILL

Washington, Dec. 19.—The way
was cleared in the senate today for
a final vote on Senator Sheppard's
bill for prohibition in the Distriot of
Columbis and unlesa there is an un-
expected filibuster it will be put on
passage tomorrow. Friends of the
measure expect it to pass.

The main fight came over Senator
Underwood's amendment providing &
referen ‘um of the question to District
residents. After many minor changes
had *een made in its phrascology the
amendment was beaten in committes
of the whole, 38 to 38, Senator Un-
derwood gave notice that he would
nsk for a separate vote on it when
the bill with amendments comes up
for final action. Advocates of the
referendum still were hopeful tonight
that the necesary majorily could he
found .

There is little chanee that the tie
can be broken by Vice-President Mar-
shall. since he is to leave Washing-

fer Taking
are of Any Cases of Warthy Need
That May Arise.

f (Specinl to the Post.)

I Albemarle, Dec. 19.—At a mecting
| called for the purpose here lust pight
:in the rooms of the Piedmon: Cam-
| mercial Club, and organization to "¢
 known as the Assaciated Charities of
!Ai*-omnrlg was formei the purpose
I-vf which organization iz to better

embankment | jook after those people of the town | fact that there had been a‘soclutely ',

who at timee need some assistance.
The meeting was presided over by W.
L. Mann, and J. D. Bpinks acted aa
secretary. A representative from
each of the churches in the city to-
gother aith a  representative from
each of the fraternml orders of the
city will form the governing board of
the organization. This governing
Loard will select a committee of three
reprasentative citizens In the city, the
duties of which committee will be to
investimate and 2ass on all casoa of
want and need and appeals for as-
siktnce in the entire city.

Albemarle is fortunato in having on.
Iy 0 few people who need assigtance,
and these cases are occagioned by
reason of  continue illness in ‘he
homes, or 'y reason of death tuking
pany from the fuwnily their only
means of support, leaving in a fow
cases) a widow with several orphan
childfen. The new organization will
turn its attention to these classan.

Wiile Albemarle is not expecting
to have a Community Christmas teee,
yet the Community Santa Clavs Com-
miltee is expecting to sénd Christmas
baskets into & dew aof the homen
where the families do not have sufil-
cient méans to buy thoss things that
bring Christmas cheer to the hearts
of the ald and. the ¢hildren.

The family of Rev. J. E. Gay, the
new oatsor of Central Methodist
church, arrived in Albemarle today.
The congregution of the church gave
them a hearty reception, and “eame
bearing many gifts,” ss is the usual
custom with that generous people.

MEN ENTINBED
M EXPLOSON

Fighty Men Caught in a Coal Mine
Close by Birmingham-~Hope Thnt
They Will Be Restued.

(By Associoted Preea.)
Birmingham, Ala.,
msn was killed, & nogrh  seriously
burned and the hvue of B00 miners
endangevod carly this morning when
a gas.exnlosion occurred in the Edgo-
water mine of the [mnneasee Con!,
Iron & Coke Company. twelve miles
northwest of Birmingham. Twelve
hiindred men were emploved day and
night and when the blast took place
many of the nighlt miners had not
left the shafts. Rescys workers ans-
wering u eall soor after the explo-|
gion found little difficulty in cloar- |
ing' tho openings. |

Birmingham, Als., Dec. R.—Ei.h—l
ty men are entombe: in the Tidewat-
er mines of the Tennessee Coal and
Coke Comwvany, 12 miles northwest
of this city as & result of & gas ex-
plogion. The blast is sald to have
occitrred at the bottom of the shaft
and was slight, and hopes are enter-
tained for the recovery of ths men.
A large force of men are working,
to rescue of the men.

SALISBURY STORES
POR THE

———
Mercantile Establishments Ave Teem-
ing With Christmas Goods and
Have Put on Holiday Dress.

Balisbury’s . stores, teening with
helidsy goods, have put on a Christ-

DAYS.

tn before the senate convenes tomor-
row,

Spnstor Shezosrd showed a dispo- |
sition to press for a final vote mlght|
hut thero was evi'ence that any af-|
temot to do so w result in &

mas dress. Christoms trees, holly
and other evergreen decorations have
made the show windows ani thg in-
teriorg very attractive.

:;dudunlpwhmthi;nti ':ai

ng
stores, . Christmes and|
other goods in large quantities, All
last week was s busy time and this
;-md,hlrﬁh‘: t‘hﬁm:-hp“g::

: 8
otwhh!lml?:nadv.:rﬁmm
In jasue sre a '

LS

Déc. 20.—Ono |

! wall enough to g0 to hin office 8o tha
{ Prosident drove him there. Ooccasion
| where the Prosident has called on

Yesterday !

;

{ Out of a Group of German Prisoners
Taken by British Sunday Only Ome
] Officer Knew Anything of the Pro-
position to Hold Penee Confercnces, |

| (By Associated Pross.)

With the British Army in France,
|_ Deg¢. 19, vin London, Dee. 20.~Out of
[ a group of German prisoners taken in
{ one section on the

| lay only a non-commisgioned oficer | dom Sunday, , Tuet

| had heard anything of the German day; Must Return Wed.

| Emperor's peate proposal, | e ved N
This circumstance, coupled with the | Raleigh, Dee. *9-~Governor Orsl

no demonstrations from any part of 3t
the German trenches  caused: much | OW¢! i
to whether, despite the Emperor's ad-  vizt cam
| dress to the troops, the new peace home or
overtures had beer permitted t> reach | o
the men ¢ngaged on the Aghting line, |’

'BUNCOMBE SCHOOL BoY

 REARS NEDKBY L

| Thad Hemphill Slooped to Pick Up
i Snowball and Fell, Killing Rimaclf

~~Was Prize Corn Grawer, I

Asheville, De¢. 19.~Thad = Hemp- !
hill, son of Mr, and Mra, P, O, Hemnp-
hill, of the Hemphill soction, and a
prizc winngy in the Buncombe coun-
ty corn exhibit last Saturn'py, was
[nlmugt inatantly killed yesterday in
a peculisr  manner, while indulging
in the boyish spert of snowballing.
Stooping to pick. wp a lmndful of
rnow, the foof of the vouny man
slippod and he fell, siriking his head |
in a peculiar manner and
his nock. He lived about a half hour
aftor being plekod up,

As @ fow minutes padsed by and |
tha fallen lad did not attempt to rise)
invostigation was made, and [t wae
fonnd | thit ‘young Hemphill wae un. |¥
consglous.  Medical aid  was  sum-
moned at anee, but efforts of the at-

This 4

fdence in

| !nltil. ‘

namanic

| {sronate

one who

showed that the neek had been broken
| in such a monner as to affect the wpl.
pal cord, causing deith, The youth
was popular ‘in “his community and
had & host of friends among the boys i
who attended the Hemphill schoal.
He was one of the moat promiding
members of the boys corn club, s
crop winning . prize of $7.50 at the
corn_ show heto laat: Saturday, He

raised 02 Bushels to the acre: -'

LLOYD GEORGES 5y |

lﬂnﬂ"l Ill_
suﬂd‘ v
SPEECH APPROVED, 241, gu

(By Associsted Press.) |
London, Dec. 20, Lloyd George's re-
tly to the: German peace prumanlf
meots with a chorus of approval in |
the British pres sand the genernl
comment is that if Germany really
wanta peace she will, when the joint
reply of the allles Is received, state
the terms which ean form n basls for
discussion.

PRPSIDENT CALLS ON SENATOR
Mr. Wilson on Learning of John
Sharp Willinwme' lliness Goen to His

Home. .
(By Associatad Press.)
Washington, Dec. 20.—President
Wilson went to visit Senator Williams
of Mississionl at the latter’s home|
here today bocavse he knew the Sen-
ctor had some State affairs to talk
over an? understood he was i It
turned cut that Mr. Williams was

u_A

wan uni
and offie
paroled

Senators |8 rare,

Tomorrow, December 2ist, la the !
first dav of winter from the sland-
point of the calendar and the alma.
nne,
on:plen that the first dd-y of yoal |
winter appeared some days aco. |

This w+s pay day with the Sou- |
thern Railway with its small army of |

sreinmen and others outsi‘e of the
shop force hers today and wo. small
= of money was put inte
tion. /
. | mards
e & s S & v w0 a8 s will
L ] 137
. 20~Cot~ *
. 18th *
- . run- -
e 16,306,309 *
- * -
. . e ®
. N
- ...

< g ST
Governor Craig A { nts
Permissjon for 'rrrt;‘ ' "
ors to Go to Their Homes,

APPLIES TO COUNTY 0
JAILS AND THER L
2 i

ritish front Sun- Will Be Allowed UnMmi

day repeated his 1915 onder that

speculation among Britiah officers aa |dred trusties in county aud ntate ¢

i thro:-day period during r '

| povernor into nutional favor ﬂ'} : -

one of the most written. fricklents’
the range of penalogy. The ¢

. | tificd, only ong man breaking
the weason in his bonos, The

the gouvernor that he could nat
thin farther _erive ta gladden

By the terds of the pat
time each trusty will be alle
spend the senson where he will.
hive Decémber 24, 20, and
final ‘limit noon, December £

getting “ack on time tut
orvlide and had a good

The erder
| eamps and

tending physicians were unrvailing, | and Raisl

the injured boy Jiving losa than a | - “Greetinge:

hult houe after hie fall. thorized 0q
Investigition of the cuuse of death eve

roquested

h and 20th of %
“You are furthermore diree

| roqueste”’ to report to me oh or |
fore the firat day , ]
tien in secordames herexith and the

reevlts, and the of

each prisoner 2
request and
this was i in Dece:

serupulova fidelity, and &
they were worthy
an' trost” L3

e £ | g
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North Carvolina saveral b
ps to spend Christmas
in places of thels ey and
the more closely ched

ot of & year age

the cenvicts, was amply

nother got drunk dut he

thing was so. gratil

L

of his witiwens | 'L :
allowed

tu up last:

your charge ‘a’
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Dot some of us ave a slivht!ing to loos




