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* A The Nation’s Business is to Win the Warh

WEATHER FORECAST

Probably anow tonight and Tues-
day: not so cold; variable winds.
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GERMANY STRIKES
FIRST BlG BLOW
ONWEST FRON

Pirst Great Eﬂ’ort Slnce Herald
ing of Great Offensive is Made
But is Held in Check.

BIG PEACE CELEBRATION
SUNDAY IN PETROGRAD

Bessarabia and Turkestan Report-
ed to Have Declared Independ-
ence—Kaledines Re-elected.

{By Associated Press.)

German has struck her first stron,
hlow on the western front
heralding of the great offensive in
that field, but was held in checic by the
British. The attack was morked by
heavy fighting on the southern end
of the salient before Cambrai.
Germans in some places gained a foot
hold in the Rritish
bue were driven out oy countur ut-

tacks. The German thrust was on a
front of more than two miles between
Marcoing and Lo Vacquarie aund
against the positions which the ilrit-
ish held since their rotwenent under
the blows of Gener® DByvng. In the

since the

front trenches,

center cf the attacked line thez t}er-|

mans were held without gains, but

ENGLAND T0 MAKE

The !

ASERIDUS ANSWER

When the Peﬁt;é 'i'erms Are Pre.
sented the British Government
Will Make Serious Reply.

LLOYD.GEORGE GOES TO |
FRANCE TO CONFER ON IT |

The Peace Negotiations Outlined |
by the Austro-Germans Re- |
ferred to by Paper.

Associated Press.)
[lee. 21 —The
Guardian says it s the intention of |
the Dritish vovernment, when the !
Auvstro-Uerman plans for peace ure |
I to it oicially, o retern n
and renzoncid .'v:-‘\ Prenter

Geargre hivs arcaneed to visit Franes

and confer with Premicr (Clemancont

on the subject.

{By

london, Manchesier

rresentor

I
|

|
The Austro-Gerian peacy terms re- r
ferred to are those presented by vep-
resentatives of the Central pO\LI‘ at |
teh peace negotiations with e

cinns at Brest-Litovsk, These nego |
tintions were intervuric| Ly the ten
days adjournment to give the enten- |
te allies an opportunity to siate ifi

[they will join the negotiations with
| them.

The principal points outlined in
the terms submitted by the Russians |
have been arcepted by the Central |
Powers—thesze hoinge no  indemnity |

on the ends of the line thev entere 1|"”'| no annextation.

the British first lines. British cmm-

ter attacks however, draove them from |

the most of these positions and result-
el in the taking of many prisoacrs
by the forces of General Haig. Ber-
lin reports claim front line pesitions
and a “few hundred prosoners” taken.

The Germans have also been active |

at other points nlung- the front but
their local attacks in the Ypres sec-

tor and their raids northeast of Ver-|

dun hrought no successss. Their of- |
forts followed a heawy German fire
in these three sectons, gambmu Yores
and-Verdun, and may be the forerun-
ners of determined attacks.

In the Italian theatre there has been
only artillery activity along the north-
ern pront.

dua, much damage being lone
monuments and buildings by incen-
diary bombs. Three people - were kil
ed and three wounded,

Another advance along the Nadlus |

road nerth of Jerusalem has been

made by the British forces in Pales- |

tine. Agninst stubborn Turkish re-

miles and captured Birch-Berroth |
and three other towns.
also muade between Nadlus road and
the Medeterranean coast.

In Petrograd Sunday the day w: w!

given over to peacz celebrations, |
marked by parades. The heads of the
German and Austrian peace delegates
were spectators of the parades.

The heads of the German and Aus-
trian delegates to Brest-Livotsk con-
ference, Dr. Von Kuehlmann
Count Czernin, are returning to their
respective capitals.

Delaged dispatches from Brost
Livtosk indicate that while the repre-
sentatives of Russia and the Central |
POWers agree on most. of the peace|
tarms there is difficulty in the pre- |

liminary settlement of the quntlon'lu\:t from Ephesians Hth chapter and

ccnerning German  reirement from
occupled Russian territory in order!
to give the inhanitants opportunity

and time to decide the future for|®€ach Sunday nightand are proving ex-
|(.8i.‘din‘;."y convenient as well as help-
One of the forts at Kronstadt, the | gy,

themselves.

naval base near Petrograd, has been

blown up by an explomcn aeconllng| . o
lunlt,y and deeper brotherly feeling is

|be given over to the Associated Char-

to a dispatch received in London.

Bessarabia and Turkestan are re-
ported to have declared their inde-
pendence. while fighting between the |
Bolshewiki and their opponents is re-
porited to be goinz on in Harbin and
Irkutsk, Siberia.

General Kalendines has been re-
elected Hetman of the Don (‘ossacks
by an overwhelming majority
Counter Measures in Course of Pre-

paration.
Vienna, via London, Dec. 31.—Coun
r measures against the French are
in course of preparation in the Monte
Tomba area, tha war office am-w-mns

British n Importan G
London, Dec. 31.—The Bnt‘.m in|
successful counter attacks on the |

Cambrai front regained more impor- |

tant territory on Welsh ridege taken

by the Germans in yesterday's at- |

tack, the war office reports.
Enemy Positions Captured.’

Rome, Dec. 31.—In the Monte Tom- |

ba region on the northern front the
French have ecaptured enemy posi-
tions between Osteria di Monserena

and Maranzine,” the war office an- |

THE SECOND NN

German airplanes azain raided Po |
1ol
(44 ]

|p I
ractical Sermon Deliver
sistence the British progressed threc | iverey, al e

Progress was | |

* vice was held in the Tabernacle last
[mht and  despite the severs cold

and |

| will make brief talks,

30,000 TO HELP BOYS.

At Death of Sister of Robt. J. John-
son, Large Sum Will Go to Educate
Hoys at Pulaski Boys School.

(By Associated DPreas.)
FPulagki, Va., Dec. 31.—Property
valued at $50,000 is left at the death
of a sister to be managed by the

Southcrn Methodist church to assist

boys to acquire an education at the

! Pulaski Boys school under the terms

of the will of Robert L. Johnson, pro-

bated here, it was learned today.

SERVIGEWITHREV,
DR. KNARD SPEAKER

Tabernacle Sunday Night From
Fphesians Firth Chapter, 15-16
Verses—Associated Charities Next
Sunday Night.

The szcond Sunday night union ser-

| weather a fairly good sized congrega.
tin wes ocut. The meeting proved to
te a splendid and helpful one. The
scrmen aas delivered by Rev, Dr. M.
M. Kinard, pastor of St. John's Lu-
theran Ohurch. Dr. Kinard preachsd
a most interesting and practical ser-
mon from the subject, “Conduct Con-
sistent With Profession,” taking his

[ the 15th and 16th verses,
These umion services will be held

Not only is it a means of con-

serving fuel but a spirit of church

being created and manifested through
th(‘se meetings.
Naxt Sunday nifht the evening will

it'es at which time several speakers

The women are clamoring for the
| Feod Administration to crder smoke-
| less days. The msn in rebuttal doubt-
|less damand talcumless spells.—Ex.

AMERIGAN EXPORTS
SHOW BIG INCREASE

| The Year 1917 Was a Big Year for
American Trade the Balance in Our
Favor Being More Than Three BII-I
lion Dollars.

g

(By Associated Press.)
Washington, Dec. 31.—American

nounces. They also saptured about | exports were estimated today at the
1,400 men and 60 machine guns and |department of commerce to have pass-
SeVen CAannon ed the six billion dollar mark. Im-
ports were less than three billions and

The love of power may be as romi- |the trade balance in favor of the Uni-
nant in the heart of a neasant os of » |ted States is more than three billion
prince.—Headley. dollars.
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“Perhaps You Did Your Best, Sir, but 1 Shall Do Better.”

RESOLUTION.

AMERIGAN AVIATOR
KILLED IN ALY

The Flyer Was Making Tets Befor:
British and Italian Pilots and in
Rad Weather Fell, Died After Giv-
ing Observation to American Of-
ficers.

(By Aszociated Press.’

Parig, Dec. 31.—An American avi-
ator was killed yesterday while mak-
inz a test fl'ght at an aviation center
before scme British and French avi.
ators. Though the wind was blowing
violently he made tre loop successful-
ly and ‘1as in the act of rereating it
when he fell. Though in a dying con-
dition wiren picked up he ingisted thit
he make report of his ohservations to
the propew officials.

FIRE SUNDAY DAMAGED
CAMP GKEENE HOSPITAL

(Charla*te, Deec. 50.—The laboratory
and operating voom buildings at the
base hospital, Camp Greene, near here,
were totally destroved by fire carly
today, the loss totaling at least §75,-
000, represented principally by de-
stroved laboratory apparatus. Maj.
W. L. Sheep, medical corps, in charge
of the hospital, declared & defective
flue in the laboratory caused the fire,
which “for some reason” escaped de-
tection by the soldier “detailed =as
watchman.”" The loes was said ta be
covered fully by insurance. Much of
the operating room apparatus was
saved.

Firemen and fire fighting apparatus
from Charlotte went to aid the camp
volunteer firemen, but frozen water
mains had to be thawed before pres-
mure could be obtained. During this
interim, the frame structures were
consumed and efforts of the city fire-
men were directe:l to averling the
| possibility of the fire ipniting other
hmldmgc, about 60 of which were
closely prouped nearby.

Major Sheep said the loss of the
laboratory, which was “wonderfully |
equipped,” and the various valuable
cultures being grown there was not |
likely to “greatly decrease the efficien-
cy of the hospital in treating the sol-
diers who are patierts here.” He be-
gan toda; efforts to replace the de-
stroyed cultures by purchase. Lab-
oratory equipmeént to replace that de-
stroyed is expected to be forwarded

| immedintely.

About 900 soldiers are patients in
the wards of this hospital.

Munition makers in this country say
they can operate their plants success-
fully with 70 per cent of women as em-
ployes.

RES, AVORS CHLD

Believes That the Enforcement of the
Child Labor Laws Will Add to the
Health and to War Productions |
Also.

(By Associated Press.)

Efforts of the Natiomal child Iabor
¢ ¥ miscion to prevent the relaxation
of t-e laws on the excuse that war
time ngocssitics justifies has been en-
lorzed 'y President Wilson. In a let-
ter to the commisaioner made public
teday the President said the enforce-
ment of the laws will contribute to

tendency to more efficiency and econ-
omy in the production of war necessi-
ties.

French Forces Take Offensive.

Berlin, Iles. 31.—French forces on
the northern Italian front vestervay
took the offensive. In the afternoon |
the Frzonch infantry penetrated a por-
tion of the Austor-German position
an Monte Tomba, the German goneral
stafl anncunced today.

HELP FOR GUATEMALA

AW ENFORCEMENT

the preservation of life and have :ll

| Taat Fe

(has been demonstrated by his action
in straightening out the wheat situa-

PRUFITEERING N
THIS STATE IS HEARD

Food Commissioner Page is Not Over
| Patient and Will Enforce the Law
—This Will Mean Putting Some
Men Out of Business.

(Special to The Post.)
Raleigh, Dec. 31.—Notwithe=tand-
jirg its oft-repeated and proven as-
wirtiors that its attitude toward all
dealers in  fuodstuffs is  first of all
[riee iy, end that it is desirous of co-
vpertling witk all handlers of food-
atuffe, remblines of impatience at
r:tty profiteering are beginning to be
heard around the quarters of the Food
Adm nistraticn =n this city,
~d Administrator Henry A.
Pag: has at heart the interest of the
sroducers and randlers of foodstuffs

tien in the State and by his attitude
toward all wheolesaler and retailers in
their roopestive ferences Fere; but
Mr. "age is vt fumous ecither for his
patience in the fice of injury, nor for
hiz forbearance when laws are being
violated and peorle oppress:d through
the greed of grasping or unpatristie
dealers.

Where wanton vielations of the law

rrn

America Ready With Warships to |€
Send Aid to the Earthquake Strick- r
cn City.

(By Asscciated Press.)

W= hington, Dec. 31.—Still without |
detailed information of t-2 earth-
quike which des‘royed Guatemala |
city, costing many lives and leaving
100,000 inhabitants homcoless, Aineri-
can officialr today were praparad to
ggnd s to the stricken siste- repub-
I'e

rl.rther reports are awaited from

Amnerican Minister Leavell and Con-
uul Fee.

Rad Croes offizers have conferred
| with nzial officers as to supplies to
be sent forwanl on American war.

| ghips.

FIVE GERMAN MACHINES
WERE DESTROYED

(Ry Associated Press.)
London. Decz. 31.—Five Ger-
man gir planes were destroyed or
put out of action yesterday. The
British lost nome of their
chines.

T A NN

i krewd enouga

sl policy of the Food Administration
sre found, it is anticipated thet the
offerding dealers will be punished by
the simple procedure of putting them
sut of business. Where profiteers are
to stay barely within
Iu unds, they will be tuf in a class of |
-uapeets and watched.

In order to give the consumer bet-
ter protection and to secure from the
(ecnsomer more effertive co-operation,
(tie Foed Administration contemplates

the average oot of staple food com-
molities to the dealers and the price
at which dealers should be ablo to|
{bay. The publicatisn af these ,.rlteq'
gould be of inestimable valur to the |
!pu:: le of the State.
|( ONFERENCE ON
RAILROAD MATTERS
Matter Of Raising i'u of Rank and |
File of Workmen and Cuotting High |
Ralaries is Discussed. |
(By Associated Press.)
Wnnhm‘u‘m Dec 31.—Plans

— -

for|

13ising the pay of the rank and file| Stileon, a Lus Angelcs capitalist here| we wouli hot care to b’

| e e
Ut States,

* CANP WADSHORT
SOLDIER GETSTEN
VEAR SENTENC

Private PRillip Van Engers Tried by |
Caur! Martial on Charge of Deser-
andt Fargery and Gets Long

tinon
Term
thy Agrseinted Uroau))
anbure, 8. C. Dex 81.—Pri-
Jhill'p Van Engers alins lieu-
Wil n Vineont H ward Brant, !
vears of age, of LalGrange, 11,
een trivd by court mantinl at
Comp Wadswo ohoand sentoneed Lo
iy on yemis in A military prison.
Van Fogo o fneel a charyre of deser-
Erc -ery and entered plea of |

bl
v.ile
(AL {1
21

nis

T
G H}l_,
he Cofomlant says his father was
Lwrn in Nethorlarns ond is now en-
el o geaviee v Franee for the
Vian Enzers says he
was poaer ol oof adesize to seeure in- |
formaotion about ormy cdvps.

ALTO IIII Ll\ TI{'\IN |

FINISHES JOURNEY |,

Bultimore, Des, 29, ~Twenty-nine
three-ton moter trucks which will one

“ay carry supplies to American col-
umna nbroad, rolled into Court House
Plaza just before noon todmy. They
had completed a f00-mile trip from
Netroit.

The three offieers and eighty mem-
hers of Uncle Bam's fighting forces
had hrought the train through tem-
peratures as low as 8 degrees below |
rero and through snowdrifts which |
in onc case forced them to shovel a
r2th. They made about fifty miles a
day.

They are the frst of thosands of
motor trucks which will be brought
to Baltimore in llke mammer from
Detreit and from other towns further
west to relleve the railpoads of the
burden of carrying them.

Capt. I. B. Botchers went to Wash-
ington to report on the teip. He llﬂ{
it was an m-qﬂllqd suCeess,

CROZER SHYS COUNTRY
S RESPONSRLE FOR
ARTLERY SHORTAGE

Chief Ordinance Officer Says Every
Effort of His For Better Equipment
Was Turned Down by Secrelary of
War and Congress,

(By Assomaled Press.)
Whashington, Dec. 31,—Major Gen-
eral Crozier, army orvdinance chief, to-
day gave to the senaie committee in-
vestigating the conduct of the war
his side of ‘the reasons fo- artillery
shortage and of the celebrated con-

troverey oyer the Lewis machine
Fun.

The responsibility for the artillery
shortage, Generg! Ciozier said, lay

with the whole country, and he show-
¢d how his every effort to get larger
apprepristions e
of peace was overruled by the sec-
retary of war and congress,

Ger21al Crozier submitted records
of tests of the Lewis gun, showing
that other guns performed better, and
disclnimed any personal prcjudice. ns
claimed by Colonel l.nwn, the inven-
tor, and showing that since the gun
was perfected to the use of American
ummunition the war department had
bought a quantity of them.

MANY MINERS
REPORTED KILLED
ey |
(By Associnted Press.)

Seranton, Pa., Dec. 31.—Many min-
ers are reported killed by a gas ex-
plosion in the Underwood Mine of the
Pennsylvania Coal Company near

Throop, about six miles from the city. ||

lompunv officials are silent and in-’
formation is vague. At noon 17 bod-

off.ring '~ the papers throughout the | ies, some of them dead and some alive, | instance of the Eluers, who had Mrs.
Elate occasionz] price lists showing | were reported to have been Ltaken from | Watson “read out” of the chdrch some

the mine,

LOWER CALIFORNIA
NAY SECEDE 300N

California Man Says He Has Boeen
Named to go to Washington as Di-‘
plomatic Representative of the Gov-
crnor.

San Franclsco, Dec. 31 -—I"Eildin; J.

COLD MAVE IS NOW

{1 ace December 30, 1880

artillery in time|® 0

of railway workers and the reduction | today, said that he had been appointed
of some of the very high salaries|diplomntic representative a. Washing.
paid to executives and officials was!ton of Governor Estanda Candtu, of
discussed at a conference hetween | Liwer California.

Director McAdoo and the Federal] “I believe™ he said. “that thi. fore-
board of conciliation, and mediation ' sherlows the cession of Lower Califor~ backwurd
here today. nia from Mexico.

PASSING TC SEA

Weather Buronu_ P;omises Moder-
ation in Temperature for the
Country, Beginning To-night.

40 DEGRES BELOW ZERO
AT NORTHFIELD, VT,

Intense Cold Spell Has Not Been
Equalled Bince Deo. 30, 1880,
Says the Weather Bureau.

(By Associated Press.)

Washinglon, J1.—S8eme mod-
e ation to begin tﬂ“inh-: of tho cold
wave was the forovast tulay by the
wveather burzau fa the eoanlry from

v Ohiy valley eastward, The cold
wave is ne'w p.oaing ta a1

Thk: ‘ntene: cald o3 not bean equal-
14 in the tar.'tzcy  aouth of New
Yark, along the cosrt and inland,

Deo.

Thare ilrez.y B3 been a modera-
t .2 in the trmperature of the Ap-
pn]n Yan mourtaing and in the East

51 Stotes, sltiough over the greator
rrt of this' region it la still colder
than the gcasenable average,

Camton, N. Y., reported the lowest
{zmicercture at B o'clock {de morming
of any paint in the country. It Was
20 d:grees belo v zero there. During
the previcus 24 houra the coldest wan
40 degrees below zer» at Northfleld,
Vezmert, aprording to  weather bu-
rcan reports,

New York in Winter's Grip.

New York, Des. 31.—A lengthening
death roll, rayidly dwindling cosl sup-
ply and weather buresa prediction of
the reccrd breaking cold spell to kee
the mercury hoveing about zero
through the next 24 hours made win-
ter's grip on New York %Mr
a grim, astgalily today.
exchango voted to colse ab nooh. At-
1 o'cloek the mercury steod at one de-
pree: below sere, 1

North Carolm Fermers' and Farm
Women's Convention, 1918,

ert Raleizh, Dec, 31, —Plans are
under way to makeo tho 1918 Farmers'
2~ 1 Faim Women's Conventicn at the
State College of Agriculture the larg-
cat and moos  szccexniful ever held,
Seve: 1l succersfal fanners and farm
waman of 52 alate, headed by M. F.
P. Lattom, priadent of the ceaven-
Sew Duve deesmined fo make (s
convent'za one of prustical benefit to
co.cry person in the State. It s to be
plaracd and  condustzd by farmers
und favm acmne-, wha will be asgist:d
by the &t 2T of tho (ollage and Departe
mcis of Agrieuwlure,
Axvong che noany speehl foatures
already planned are oxhdbits and dis-
cugsis=3 of homa-mads fa.m labor-
saving devicms, rractical damonsipa-
tions and Interesting exhibitzs by the
Col':ge, Department of Agriculture,
sad other Slate depariments. These
w’ll all be of practiceal vadas to grow-
ers from evory section of thy State.
In ¢ !1it'on to these, the program com-
m**{re has promised a good speaker
of nationa! reputation for the olea-

At a time when every industry of
the cuntry is cosperzting for e ape-
ceesful conduct of our purpose in tis
greit warn, it ‘s partienlarly impor-
tirt that the food producers of the
State meet once & year to learn how
they cnn bext sreve thelr country and
them:=clves.

WOMAN GOES TO CHURCH

AND I8 SUED FOR TRESPIASS

Auantic City, Des 28, Ay Mile
Toont Watson, 1 orominent Chelsea
voien, was today made defendant in
a suit for 4,000 1w the Dighiiet court
for Loving uttended s ~vlesd in Christ
\letho 4,52 Protestant church on the
nervpng and evenanr of e, 18 and
stulag services Doc. 28, The charge
o li20ofss.
Cuit was insti‘uted by Lee F. Wash-
ington, attorney for the church, at the

time ago, following a sensationsi hesr-
ing of charges of slander W one
of the deacons.

The com aleirt states chat the phaine
rlﬁ‘ was “in poassssion of the.
'on the dctes named and that she
unlawfally, willfully and M
entcrﬂ upon said land” after Hll

forbidden and in spite of the
ti‘!"u protest.

The church is demanding ”ﬂ
each of the four counts in ‘on to
' the costs of the suit. - T

There may nothing in &

Fller Gush, of Lima, ORio, be

talking.—Ex. (e
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