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| date machinery will be set in motion

WHEAT NOT SOLD
WILL BE SEZED

As Great a Military Necessity as Can-
non and 8helle—Food Administra-
tor Page's Attitude.

(Special to The Post.)

Rialeigh, April 30.—he food situa-
tion iIn England and France has be-
come so acute that unquestionably
white wheat flour is as great a mili-
tary mecesaity as cannon and shells,
The bread ration of the Frem:dh amd
Italian soldiers pvho are fighting side
by side with our own boys has al-
ready been reduced to a considerable
extent, nind the old men, the women
and little children of France, England
and Italy are existiz om exceedingly
short rations, t

In the face of this situwation, the
Food Administration which sometime
ago requested that ol surplus wheat
in the hands of wheat growers should
be marketed by May 1, is making
plans for more drastic course to be
followed in the case of thoge farmers
who for unpatriotic or pro-Germun
motives fai] to market their wheat
\Within something like a specified time.
A list of such farmers will be prepar-
|ed after May 1, and shortly after that

for the carrying out of the course de-
termined upon by the Food Admin-
istration.

North Carolina farmers, acording
to a hesume in a recent issue of the
Literary Digest, have been receiving
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THE OVERMAN BILL
PASSES THE SENATE

The Opposition Faded Away and the
Measure was given a Spleadid Vote
One Democrat, Reed, of Missouri,
Voted Against the Bill

Washington, April 20.—Rejecting
all amendments designed to limit the
President's authority, the senate late
today passed the Overman bill with
its general grant of power for the
executive to co-ordinate and reorgan-
ize government departments and
other agencigs during the war,

The vote on final passage of the
measure, which now goes to the
house, was 63 to 13 and was reganrded

as complete success of the adminis-
tration in the fight with its opponents
who have so long sought specific limi-
tation of the President’s authority.

One Democrat, Senator Reed, of
Missouri, voted against the bill. Re-
publicans who voted against it were
Brandegee, Oummins, Dillingham,
France, Gallinger, Harding, Johnson,
of California; Knox, Poindexter, Sher-
man, Sterling and Sutherland.

The Lineupd
Those voting for the bill were:
Demoerats — Ashurst, Bankhead,
Beckham, Chamberlain, <Culberson,
Fletcher, Gerry, Guion, Hardwick,
Henderson, Jones, of New Mexico;
King, Kirby, Lewis, McKellar, Mar-

, tin, Myers, Nugent, Overman, Phelan,

Pittman, Pomereme, Salisbury, Shaf-
roth, Sheppard, Shields, Simmons,

!ot‘her state, the average price in this !

state having been $2.31 per bushel as |
againat $2.24 In Tennessee which was '

" |the next highest state, and ngﬂnltj

$2.03 for the whole country, Food '

was through his nctivity
demands that the smaller mills of |
left unrestricted as to

dnrmcity or more and the smaller mills
agreement (with the
Grain Corporation and securing their
wheat from outside the sate have not

allowed to poy for local wheat—
around $2.12 to $2.15 per bushel, cer-
tadnly not higher than $2.20.

It is a well-known fact, of course,
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WHY USE GOOD SEED
Raleigh, April 20.—There atre three
things which constitute good seed.
These are prolificacy, of high- yield,
quality, and viability or soundness. ‘All
of these can be prooured by proper,
thmely seed selection. The wise farmer
who goes to the exipense of properly
prearing and Yertilizing his soll

&

their high yielding wapacity by
‘A little time apent in se-
seed will pay big retorns for

4
tter of giving attention to
at home is doubly impor-
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Smith, of Arizona; Smith, of Georgia.
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South
Carolina; Swanson, Thomas, Thomg-
son, Tillman, Trammell, Underwood,
Vardaman, Walsh, Williams and Wol-
cott—41.

Republicans—Baird, Borah, Colt,
Curtis, Fall, Frelinghuysen, Hale,
Jones, of Washington; Kellogg, Len-
root, MeCumber, McLean, McNary,
Nelson, New, Noiris, Page, Smoot,
Townsend, Warren, Watson and
Weeks—22.

Total for, 68.

Nearly all of the 22 Republicans
voting to pass the bill had, before the
final roll call, supported amendments
to circumscribe the President’'s pow-
er, penerally to war functions. Those
who continued their opposition to the
finish have based their attitude on
the argument that the bill confers
unnecessary nutocratic powers upon
the President and is unconstitutional.

No Compromise.

Administration Jeaders championed
the measure consistemtly and would
not agree to any amendments limit-
ing the President's authorityt Dur-
ing the long fight some Democrats
thoight concession would have to be
made. They fought, however, that the
President insisted upon passage of
the bill without substantial change
from the form in which he sent it
to Senator Overman, of North Caro-
lina, last Febmuary after the senate
military committee virtually had de-
cided to recommend legislation for a
war cabinet and munitions director
as the result of its war inquiry.

The only amendments added in the
senate were -accepted by Senator
Overman, in charge of the bill. “One
by Senator Wadsworth, of New York,

- | Republican, would authorize the Pres-

ident to centralize authority over the
aviation program in one executive of-
ficer, and amother by Senator Jones,
Republican, of Washington, limits the
effect of reorganizations made under
the bill to six months instead of ome
year after the war,

As passed by fhe senate, the meas-
ure authorizes the President to “make
such redistribution of functions
among executive agencies as he may
deem necessary” and to “utilize, co-
ordinate and consolidate any execu-
tive or administrative commissioners,
bureaus, agencies, offices, or officers
‘now existing by law, to transfer any
duties or powers from one existing

- | department or to transfer the per-

sonnel thereof . These powers, how-
over, “shall be exercised only in mat-
ters relating to the conduct of the
presnt war.”

The measure also provides that if
the President believes any agency
should be abolished he shall reporc
to congress, and congress will ar-
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Increased Revenue Necessary I
~ For Telephone Company

This cympany has filed a petition with the North Carolina
State Corporation Commission requesting authority to advance
its rates for telephone service in twelve exchanges; for permis- iﬂ
sion to enforee certain provisions of its ‘subscribers contracts
which will pfevent_ a waste of-service and remove an unneces-
Eary burden from the company throughout the State of North

arolma. {

The unprecedented increase in the cost of material, labor _
an { all other expenses necessary for the construction, mainten- |
ancve and operation of our properties, and the ‘imperative need ’
thzt telephone service be adequate and efficient, has created a
critical situation for us.

We have not earned in the past and are not now earning a
rcasonable profit over and above the cost of furnishing service,
throughout the State of North Carolina. The returns from our
operations in this state were 3.81 per cent in 1916 and 3.58 per )
cent in 1917, upon our investment. ’

The twelve cities in which we ask for a slight increase in
our rates for local exchange service are: /

Charlotte Rakigh '
Davidson Reidsville f
Greensboro Salisbury,” }

Hamlet Wilmington

Laurinburg Winston-Salem

Mt. Olive Wrightsville Beach 4

. We are confronted with conditions entirely beyond our
control, the gravity of which cannot be estimated. The tele-
phone business is an essential industry, the proper operation and
maintenance of which is an important factor in the nation’s
plans and activities for winning the war. We have recognized
our obligations to the Government by furnishing all the service
it requires upon terms agreed upon with the Government, and
upon a basis which contemplates no profit to the company, the
payment of new and greatly increased taxes, and subscribing lib-
erally to the several Liberty Loans, and other war needs. We
have recognized our obligations to the general public by furnish-
ing service for all necessgry purposes. We have. recognized our  [F
obligations to our employes by large increases in the wages paid, l
to enable them to meet the increased cost of living; and we
shall continue to furnish the Government and the general public
the service needed, and the best service possible under the pres-
ent abnormal conditions. 5

But to do this it is necessary for us to receive sufficient reve-
nue to maintain and operate our telephone property and system
with a high degree of efficiency with such permanent net profit
as will maintain our credit and enable us to exchange our securi-
ties, without discount, for the additional, new capital required to
supply the necessary additions to our plant and service.

Out of every dollar of revenue received from our operations |
in North Carolina in 1917 we paid out 50.4 cents in salaries and
wages. 1 _

During the year 1917 our employes in North Carolina were
granted a total increase of $63,738.95 in salaries and wages,
which was at.the rate of $119,836.44 per year.

During the year 1918, up to May 1, the increases in salaried!
and wages in North Carolina already amount to $45,311.23
which is at the rate of $55,91940 for the year.

These increases were made in an effort to aid our employes._
in meeting the increased cost of living as well as to retain their -
services in order to maintain a competent force.

All of these facts and many others of a pertinent nature will .
be presented to the State Corporation Commission-and will be -
spread before our subecribers and the public in newspaper adver-
tisements which .are to follow. :

‘We have been frank and open in the administration of our
affairs in this state as elsewhere, and reluctant as we are to in-

cresse the price of our service, the situation is so critical that we 0
cannot do otherwise and remain true to our obligation to the
public and to curselves. 5
3= Your needs and your interests and the needs and the inter- 8
3 §

ests of this companyare one and the same. Solvency of the .

N BELL TELZPHONE

LEGRAFPH COMPANY

14

.....



