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SALE OF COAST LINE REPORTED

Inquiry at Corporation Commissien
Elicits Statement Thst Deal Has
Been Expected and Report Is
Most Likely Correct.

Ralelgh special to Charlotte
server, 20th.

Railroad circles were astir today
over the reported purchase of a con-
trolling Interest im the Atlantie
Coast Line Railroad by the Pennsyl-
vania Raliroad Interests, it being
said by some that a complste sale
had been effected. The report of
the purchase of a controliing inter-
ost was received with mueh ecred-
ence, and inguiry at the offices of
the North Carolina Corporation Com
mission elicited the statement that
such a deal has been expected snd
that the report is most likely cor-
rect.

It has been common knowledge
for a long while that the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad interests are siromng
with the Atlantic Coast Line, but
shether or not there has been any
recent deal that would still further

Ob-

i be substantiated further than
i atatement of the OCorporation Com-

unify the two systems could mot
the

It s eomesded that whatever

that
the

in lise with the preparations
i the great railroad systems ol.'

[l South when the Panama canal s
s8¢ pened up for actual service.

ELDER BEATTIE ANGRY. |

Alleged Oifer of 30-Day Respite In
Retarn For Confession Stirs Par-

ent.

Richmond, Va., Nov. 20.—"A
bribe of hell—the most infamons
that was ever made by mouth of
man! The suggestlon Is produced
of a fland and I do not belleve for
one minute that such an offer
has been made.”

This was the Infuriated reply of
Henry Clay Beattie, Sr., when ask-
ed whether his eondemned som,
Henry Clay Beattle, Jr., would can-
fess in return for a repreve of B0
days, postponing his execution fer
wife murder until Christmas eve.

Such a proposition, It was pointed
out by friends of the Beattie fam-
ily, would be an offer to purchase
a soul with 30 days of freedom. If
he is innocent, no greater crime
could be posible than such & bribe-
ry, they say. It would “send him
to* eternity with a blackenad soul
and take from his father and his
sister the last poesibility of slight
comfort.

If he is gullty, the Beattie
friends say, he should pay the pen-
alty as early as possible. No good
purpose could possibly be served by
a confession, they assert, and 30
days of life after the confession
would be worse than death ¥m the
view of the primoner’'s father.

Meanwhile a remarkable contest
for the sonl of Henry Clay Beattle,
“Jr., is being earried on here today.

Rev. Benjamia Dennis pmeported
that though the prisoner was in a
reeeptive frame of mind he had mot
besa “able to see the light.” dn hope
of galaing time, tremendous effort
is belng brought to bear on Gov-
eraner Mamn to grant & respite. le
is being implored mot to “allow the
young man to go to Hternity with-
ont aeceptiag religion.”

“The story that I have offered’
to trade m respite of 80 daye for=a
eonfession is an absolute falsghood,”
sald Sovernor Mann today. “My
gtatement In this case was definiie
and 1t hap mot beem echanged.”

T was malls known at the GO
erner’s offiee that 1 theres @hould
be any respite, whiech was most im-
probable—it would be o give the
ministers a littla more time @0
fight for the sonl of tha convietad
man and for no other reason.” 1

Miaeral Springs Items.

Poplar HIll school started Monday
week, taught by Miss Sallle Benton,
although hel? of the pupils are not
enrolled, on mesonnt of a eonta-
glons disease, whooping-cough.

Say, girls, it Is sweet to meet but
sad to part from one of owWr wost
important bachelors, as we &se Hs-
tening for the toll. How the loud
uniform strokes will shoek some of
the fair sex! Comwsequently, 4t wiil
be Mineral Epd¥agm’ lepe and Peach-
land’s gain. l

Mr. and Mrs. J. Q. Griffia, of
Marshville, spent Saturday and Sun-
day with her sister, Mrs. J. F.
Hamilton. !

Mrs, J. Brooks and damghter,
Miss Fanny Mae, spent Baturday
with he sister, Mre. D. H. dllen.

Miss May Buchanan has bsen at
the bed side of her aunt, Mrs. D.
H. Allen, for quite a while, but
glad to-say she is Improving.

Mrs. Mary Gulledge, of Russell-
ville, iz spending a few days with
her sisters, Mrs. J. Brooks an
Mrs., T. J. Garrls.

Little George and Elizabsth Al
len are very eick with whooping-
cough.

Master Plerce Brooks spent Bun-
day with little Joe and Thomas Al-
len. '

Myr. Hardy Gulledge, of Russell-
ville, spent Saturday and Sunday at|

;ﬁ mwvz'smwo}‘
A GRAY JACKET

&ﬂm&a Purziyy

CAUTHOR OF

“WREN WILDERNESS ViAS YOns” i
).\ Tlmsfictics: bz Artha TWillis: v-,,-,w/

OO A ORI 500

EITTEOR I ") -'rﬂ;g[w-

.YNOP!I&

tent W%‘ mte ..ruy at - critiu-.l

stage War. Gen. Leo
L:!rp;'mrh to ptﬂ.ln . thb.gug:cnt
uqn {reet, upon very
ti w’\. “h dmnd reat ﬂu- S
ied Oy Sergeant Cralg, an o army

i‘_ﬂtﬂ. Wayne starts out on his dangeroos
misslon,

CHAPTLEDR ITL.—The two messangers
maike a wild ride, dodging iq'uldf +f 8ol
dlers, ahmpost Im* ‘thelr t arings ar| fNinal-
iy ars within ‘he linea of the éne: J, hav-
irg penatrate. the ecordon of picizets un-
molégted.

CITAFTER ITL—Incounterire a_smal
arty of soldiera in the d.rir Way nn
s taken for a fted:rmnl «fn\\_- 10 cama
to Rec an ag-;.r-'n::". rd :\"
his repraseniaiivs, and

horeeirack 1o glven in his t..\.‘.'n .{u

CHAPTER IY.—Th~ femals compan!
g the two soutiwrn scou

rL, who, vhen sha §
ﬂ("f""f'l"“: siftinitong

5! -.H W r.) .r 1'-"1 h
13 wihip and atis

har 1ig pis to escape

bat faits.

CIL\I'T?!‘: "-',—:‘-.-n of the horzem glv-
ing oaft, W ayne nrdera Cralzy o got
through with the diepaloles to Lon -
street. Iio apd "'. LaAdy of 1‘-n North
are left alone near a rocky gorge

CEHAPTER VI
nndthel_.nr Eirl d the mazes of
the woods, e Jiscd ‘:-r. a lonely hn‘
and entsrin il In the dnrk a ‘Lgh mns-
UM attacks . The girl sioota the brutle
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CHAPTER VII.—The owner of the hel
ona Jed Bungay, appears A d Z-- end his
wife give the capiain a wel
denly nd[nr ty of horasemen are
ocoming down the road.

CE PER VIIT - Thay are led by o
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first In, and he receifved a blow from
the skillet that most assuredly would
Bars crushed his gkyll had he not
dodged; as It was It Tanded upon his
shoulder and be reeled back sick and
helpless. By this time the fellow with
the red beard had closed upon her,
and wrested the akillet from her hand
Struggling flercely back =and forth
across the floor, Maria tripped over
the body of the dead dog and fell,
but as she did so ber fingers grasped
the red beard of her antagomist. It

| vielded to her band, and bare of face,

save for a dark moustache, the man
atood there, panting for breath, above

. ber. Them suddenly, almost at my

{ and I stood motionless.
"‘---l" derate officer |

| darknees.

very ear, a voice oried,
“Frank! Frank! I am herel™

CHAPTER IX,
In the Hands of the Enémy.

In the first surprise of that unex
pocted joyful ory ringing at my very
ears all my gseéenses secined confused,
Then I heard
Bungay ulter a smothered oath, and
knew he had wheeled about in the
Unable to distigguish the
si'ghtest outline of his flgure, I was

| yet impressed with the thought that

|

who |
The

man disoovers the man to be a dis- |
oloe

d Impostor, attacks the intruder and
there is & general melee.

“0 Lord! if they only
gal just a little more riled,” he whis
pered hoarsely, jumping up and downm
on one foot in hls excitement, theyil
hev ther fight of their life.”

“Do you know the fellows?” I asked |
“Is that Red Lowrie?

He shook his head.

“Never laid eyes on any of 'em
afore, but ye bet they're no good
Reckon they're a part o' his crowd.”

The man who posed as the leader ol
the party picked up the empty cof
fee-pot beslde him and shook It

“Come, now, Mrs, Bungay,” he com:
manded, “I tell you wg're hungry. 80
trot out some hoecake and fill up this
pot, unless you want to reckom with
Red Lowrie.”

The woman stood facing him, yet
never moved. I could see a red spot
beg'd to glow I either cheek. If ]
had ever doubted it, I knew now thsat
Marsia possessed a temper of her own

“You afn’'t no Rec Lowrie,” she re
torted.

The fellow Iaughed easily.

“No more 1 ain't, old woman, but
I reckon we aMm't e0o durn far apari
when it comes to getting what we gt
altar, Come, honest now, where It
the Iltile whiteliversd cur that runs
this shebang?"

Wheatever Merla might venture ftc
cafl her lord ond master in the
privacy of home, it evidently did not
soofhe her spirit to hear him thus
spoken of by ancther.

“If Jed Pungay wus hum,” she an
swered fiercely, her eves falrly blaz
ing, “1 re%kon you would n't be spraw!
in" on el thar table fer long™

"Youldn't I, now? Well, old hen
we'va focled kere with youn about as
'ony as I core to. Bill, go over there
and put some of thet bneon oo to Ory

if-she doeza't get out of the way TV
glve her something ‘o jump for” And
he petied the stock of his gun.

Iestincilvely I drew my .revolver
stnd pnsked its black muszzle into the
Ight ender Jed's no=e.

“8hall I give him a“dose?”
ezgerly.

"Not yit; O Lord, not yit!” bhe ex
elaimed, dancing from one foot to the
other In excifement. “Let ther ol
gal hev a show. I reckon she's goqd
ter ther whole three of ‘em, iess they
shoot.”

Bill eame up grinuning. He evident-
ly anticipated some fun, and &s he
reached out & grimy hand for the slab
of bacon, took occasion to make some
remark. What it was I could not h
but 1 noted the quick responsive
in the wommn's eyes, and the next
instant with a crash she brought the
lr@qltﬁhl down with &l her strength

ﬁ»dﬂnhﬂcv‘s head, Without
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he wae endeavoring to muffle the girl,

| to prevent her uttering a second cry.

ohenrved |

Impelled by this intuition 1 flung out
my arm hastily, and by rare good luck
it came in contact with his hand.

“None of that, you little cur!™ I mut-
tered sternly, unomindiul of his efforts
to break away “No hand om her,
mind you! 2Airs. Brennan, what does
thiz mean?"

£he made no attempt to answer, but
I could hear her now groping her way
through the darkness toward the place
of our entrance. Bungay detected the
movement also, and made a violent
effort to break loose from my grip,
that he might hurry after her.

“You lit go © me,” he cried ex-
citedly, “er, by goll’, I'll use a knife.
Ehe'll give this whole thing away if
she ever gits out™

For answer I hurled him backward
with all my strength and sprang after
the fleeing woman. But I was already
too late to stop her, even had that
been my Intentlon. With strength
yielded her by desperation, she thrust

With a Crash She Brought the lIron
Skillet Down With All Her Strength.

aside the heavy cupboard, and as the
light swept in, sprang forward into the
ruie shed. With another bound, guth-
ering her skirta as she ran, she was
up the steps and bad burst into the
outer room. A moment later I also
stood in the doorway, gazing upon &
scene that made my blood like fire.
The fighting had wevidently ceaased
suddenly with her first cry. Maria
stood panting In one corner, the dead-
ly skillet again in her hand, her hair
Jbanging in wisps down her back. Still

[ unconscious from the blow he had re

ceived, one fellow lay outstretched on
the floor, his head barely miseing the
hot ashes of the fireplace; while his
companion nursed his bruises and
scowled from a safe refuge behind the
table. The unshaven faces of several
others of the gang were peering curi-
ously in through the open door. 1
know now I saw all this, for the
pleture of it is upon the retina of
memory, but at the moment every-
thing_ 1 appeared to perceivé or hear
occurred in the centre of the room.

mmmmm"t&lﬂi—

hus of a cawvalry sabre, the mhlnrd

of which was concealed beneath the |
folds of the long brown coat he wore.
As Mrs Brennan burst through the

ioorwey he stepped eagerly forward,
his eyes brightening, and they met
with clasped hands.

“Is it posalble—Edith?™ he cried, &s
2 the recognition could scarcely be
credited.

“Oh, Frack!” she exclalmed, eager
Iy, “it seoms all too good 0 be trua.
How camé you here?”

“Hunting after you, my falr lady.
Did you suppose you gould disappear
as mrstericusly as you did last night
without my belng esarly on the trail?
Have these people injured you In any
way?™ And he glanced sbout him
with & threat in his gesture.

“Oh, no, Frank™ hastily; “every one
bas been moet kind. It was & mere
mistake. But how strangely you are
dressed! how very rough you look!™

He laughed, but still retainsd his
warm clasp of her hands

“Not the pomp and cirecumstance of
glorious war which jyou expected,
girli®™ he asked lightly. "Bot we have
all sorts of conditions to meet down
here, and soon lsarn In Rome o &0 as
the Romans do.”

As he finlshed speaking be per-
celved me for the first time, and his
face changed instantly Into cold stern-
nesi. ' I saw him sweep one hasty
glance aronnd, as though he suspected
that I might not be alone, and his
band fell once more upon his sword
bilt, In posture suggeslive of readi
ness for actlon.

“Who bhave we here?
staring at me in amazement.
ny Reb?!

“Whatever | am”™ I retored, my
gorge rlsing suddenly at his contempt-
uous term, and stepping out into the
room before him, "I at least wear the
uniform of my service and rank and
not the nondescript unfform of a
guerilla.”

The ecornful words stimg him: 1
noticed the quick flush of anger in his
eres, and wes not sorry.

“You sre insolent, sir. Moreover,
you go too far, for as it chances you
are well within our lUnes, and we will
eee o what extent honor Is consistent
with the work of a spy. The uniform
of your service, indeed!™ be echoed
hotly, pointing as he apoke acroes the
room; “that oavaelry cloak over yonder
tells {ts own story. Petors, Bteels, ar
rest this fellow.™

“Fraok, don't do that,” she urged
earpestly, “You mistake; thet was
the cloak I wore™

If he beard her he gave no sign.

"“Bind him” was the stern order, as
the two men advanced. *“Use your
belts if you have nothing else handy.”

Angry as 1 most assuredly was,
swept also by a new emotion which 1
did pot In the least comprehend, I
yet lolly realized the utier belpless-
ness of my position In polnt of re
glstance. They were twenty to one
However muck I longed to grapple
with him who mocked me, the very
thought was insanity; my only pos
sible chance of escape lay In fMight.
To realize this was to act. 1 Jeaped
backward, trusting for a clear
my rear, and an opportunity to

he asked,
*A John-

Bungay hed made sure his
The man, watching my eve
ment, with sword half dma
hand, saw instantly that I

Iy trapped, and laughed In e

“You are not meking war on women
now,” he sald with a cufting sneer.
“You will not {flod me s0 easy a vio
tim. "™

The taunt stung me, but maore the
tone and manner of the speaker, and
the bot blood of youth cast all ocaution
to the winds. With a =ingle spring,
forgettul of my own wound, 1 was at
his throat, dashed aside his uplifted
hand, and by the sbheer audacity of my
sudden, unexpected onset, bose him
back crashing to the floor. He strug
gled gamely, yet 1 possessed the ad-
vantage Of position, and would have
punished him severely, but for the
dozen strong hands which Instantly
laid hold upom me, and dragged me
off, still fighting madly, although as
helpless as a child.

My opponent Instantly leaped to his
feet and started forward, drawing a
revolver as he came His face was
deathly white from passion, and there
was a look In his eyes which tald me
bhe would be restrained now by no
rule of way.

“You cowardly spy!™ be cried, and
my ears osught the sharp click as he
drew back the bhammer. "Do you
think I will Jet that Dlow go un-
avenged ™

*“1 assuredly trust not,” I answered,
guzing up at him from behind the gun
muzzles with which I was yet securely
rinned to the floor. “But If you are,
a8 | am led to believe, a Federal offi
cer, with some pretensions to being
also a gentleman, and not the outlaw
your clothes prociaim, you will st
least permit me to stand npon my feet
and face you as a man. If I &m a spy,
a8 you soem Mmcllmed to & there
ure srmy couaris fo Oy me; bot,
then I am your equa] in standing and
rank, and have évery right of a prison-
er of war."

**This has becomse personsl”™ hoarse
ly. *Your blow, fis well as your con-
nwction with the forelble abduection of
this young lady, whose legal protector
I am, are not matters to be setiled by
ar army <

“Then permit me to meet you in any
satisfactory way. The murder of =2
helpless man will scarcely clarify your
honor.”

I knew from the unrelenting ex-
pression upon hls face that my plea
was likely to prove a perfectly useless
one, but before 1 had ended it Mra.
Brennan stood between ug,

‘Frank,"” she sald calmly, “you shall

aking Powde
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"It 1s my turn now,” she whispered
softly, so sofily the words did not car-
ry beyond my own ears. Then she
stood erect between us, as though in
her owvn drawing room, snd gravely
presented us to each other, as U ghe
dared elther to guarrel longer In hes
presence.

“NMajor Brennan, Captain Wayne.”

We bowed t0 each other as men
salute om the duelling fleld. In his
eyes | read an unforgivencss, a bitter
personal enmity, which 1 returned
with interest, and secretly rejoloed
over. :

"The ledy seems to be in comirol at
present,” he sald shorty, shoving back
the revolver info his belt "“Neveribs
lags | sball do my military doty, and
hald you as a prisoner. May 1 inquire
yogr full name and raaok?™

“Fiilly Weyna, Osptain —th Vir
ginia Cawalry, Siirtley's Brigada"”

“Why are you within our linea®™

“l attampted to pass through them
last pight whkh despatches, but was

preveniad LY my deslre 10 be of as-

sistance to this lady™
“Indeed? He smiled Incredulously

l

“Frank, Don’t Do That™ Bhe Urged
- Earnestiy.

“Your tals Is quite Interesting and
rather romantic. 1 presume you yet
carry the papers with you as svidancs
of its trothT

“If you refer to the despatches, I do
not. I slncerely trust they are already
safely deposited in the hands aof the
one for whom they were intended”™

A mallgnant look crept into Bren-
nan's face, and his jaws set ominously

“You will have to concoct & far
better story than that my friend, be-
fore you face EBheridan,” be sald in-
solently, "or you will be wvery apt to
learn how a rope feels. He iz not
inclined to parley long with such fel-
lows as you Bind his hands, men,
and take him out with you into the

road.”

The two .ou.lcnczu’od ma Ind
stantly st @he word of commmand

2 single momeni | breaced mysel!
resist, but oven aa | 4 0 By =7

“EBind he fallow™ he suid slernly.
“And mind you, air, one word more,
snd they shall buck sou gz well. 1§
may be saluable for you to remember
that 1 am fn command here howaver
I may seem to yield to the wish of
Mrs. Brenman ™

(To Be Continued.)

Deafness Cannot be Cured.

by local applications, as they can-
not reach the diseased portion of
the ear. There iIs only one way to
cure deafness, and is by
stitutional remedies. Deafness |2
caused by an inflamed: condition of
the mucous lining of "the Eustach-
ian Tube. When this tube is in-
flamed you have a rumbling sound
or imperfect hearing, and when iL is
entirely closed, Deafness Is the re-
sult, and unless the inflamation can
be taken out and this _tube restored
to its normal condition, hearing will
be destroyed forever; nine cases out
of ten are caused by Catarrh, which
is nothing but an inflamed condition
of the mucous surfaces.

We will give One Hundred Dol-
lars for any case of Deafness (caus-
ed by catarrh) that caunot be cured
by Hall's Catarrh Cure. Send for
circulars, free.

F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by Druggists, The.
Take Hall's Family Pills
pation

that con-

for eonstl-

Not Mean.

8¢ you are a bill eollector?”™

“Yes. Here is ong—"

“Keep it, my bop, Eeep It. You
seem to have a nloe eollection
there. Far be it from me to break
it up. «—Waah.lngton Btar.

For coughing, dryness and tick-
ling in the throat, Boamtoses ond
all coughs and eolds, takee Foley's
Honey and Tar Compoand. Contains
no oplates. For sale by Parsons
Drug Co. and Morven PmEmragay,
Morven, N. C.
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Wadesboro Loan
AND

Insurance Com’y

WADESBORO, NORTH GARQLINA.

R.T. BENNETT,JR., Pres.
H. W.LITTLE, Treasunrer

J.H. E.BURGWIN, V. Pres.
WALTER E. BROCHK, Bee'y

_We Write All Kinds of Insurance

Ordinary Life

10, 15 & 20 Payment Life

Endowment policies

All kinds at lowest rates

Accident
Health
Plate Glass
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_ Fire insurance written on town thdeountryrfop-
erty, cotton gins and sawmills.
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