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'The Planting 

Of The Lord'
By R ev. Oscar Creech

Saturday, July 20, 1951, was an 1 
im portant day in the history of 
Chowan College—it was decision 
day when the committee was 
to secure a president for the col
lege. Rev. Lonnie Sasser, Dr. W. 
R. P a rk e r  and Mr. W alter Evans 
composed the committee to find 
a president. During the previous 
week, the fourth man in terested 
in the presidency had m et with 
the committee at Murfreesboro. 
He was offered the position and 
promised to send a le tter to Mr. 
Sasser and one to Dr. P a rk e r  to 
reach  them by Friday  night, 
July 19th. On Friday  night Mr. 
Sasser had still not received a 
letter, so he telephoned Dr. P a r 
ker to find out if he had heard. 
Dr. P a rk e r  informed him that he 
had not received a le tter  from the 
applicant, but th a t  Mr. Claud 
Gaddy of Raleigh had called him, 
saying that Dr. F. Orion Mixon 
m ight be available if approached. 
Mr. Gaddy and a few friends at 
C asw ell  A ssem b ly  a  few d a y s  b e 
fo re  ta lk ing  abou t D r. M ixon d e 
cided he would be a good m an for 
president of Chowan College; but 
ne ither of them  had mentionedi 
their decision to him. Saturday 
morning a le tter  cam e from the 
last applicant, stating th a t  it was 
the hardest question he had ever 
faced and asked for more tim e to 
decide, promising to let the com
mittee h e a r  Monday. It was now 
n ear  twelve o’clock noon.

Dr. Mixon had been pasto r of 
the Tabernacle B aptist Church 
in Raleigh for about eight years 
and was convinced it was tim e 
to m ake a change. On this im 
portant Saturday, he had prom is
ed to give ar. ar.cv.cr tc  a church 
of 2,000 m em bers in Charleston, 
S. C., which had called him. All 
the week before he had felt more 
and more th a t  he should not ac 
cept the call, and he was greatly 
burdened for several days with 
the uncertainty of what to do or 
where to go; praying that the will 
of the Lord might be revealed to 
him. F riday  night was spent in 
restlessness and prayer. Saturday 
morning, still troubled, he went 
to his office a t  the church, but 
re turned home about eleven 
o’clock. On his way, a firm  assu r
ance suddenly gripped him that 
he was going to m ake a change. 
Im mediately the burden was lifted 
from his shoulders and he went on 
home with a song in his heart. 
He hurried to his wife and said to 
her: “ We a re  not going to stay 
here, and we a re  not going to 
Charleston, but we are  going 
som ewhere.”  He went to his room 
and fell across his bed, praying 
for direction from the Lord as to 
where to go.

About this time, Mr. Sasser in 
Murfreesboro telephoned Dr. Mix
on, saying he was calling him 
about becoming president of 
Chowan College. After a brief 
conversation, the answer was, “ I 
will go, if you want m e.” That 
sent a thrill through the h ea r t  of 
Mr. Sasser, for he a t  once felt 
that Dr. Mixon was the m an  for 
the place. That afternoon a t  the 
meeting of his committee, he 
presented Dr. Mixon’s name. Two 
of the comm ittee m em bers, be
fore going to this meeting, had 
been influenced to believe th a t  it 
was too late to try  to get a presi
dent, th a t  not enough students 
could be secured to justify open
ing the college th a t  Fall. Not one 
paid application was in hand. But 
when Mr. Sasser announced that 
Dr. F. O. Mixon of Raleigh would 
accept if elected, the whole situa
tion changed and the atmosphere 
of uncertaintly cleared away 
quickly. The comm ittee s o o n  
agreed upon him with enthusiasm, 
and by telephone asked him to 
m eet with the full Board of T rus
tees on the following Monday 
night, Ju ly  23rd. (Monday a letter 
cam e from the other applicant 
stating th a t  he would not accept.”

At the meeting that Monday 
night. Dr. Mixon was elected a t a 
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Chowan's Growth Will 
Live As a Monument 
To Dr. F. Orion Mixon

B y his w o r k s  w e  k n e w  h i m !

He Breathed the Spirit of Life
Edi tor ia l  f r o m  H e r t f o r d  C o u n t y  H e r a l d

The enduring monument to the memory of F. Orion 
Mixon is and will be a living Chowan College.

There, where he cam e to the end of a busy and 
fruitful career with untimely and shocking suddenness 
Sunday afternoon, he leaves an institution of hope and 
usefulness to mankind into which he literally breathed  
the spirit that raised it from the dead.

Throughout the Koanoke-Chowan section, indeed 
throughout the state and beyond, the activity and influence 
of this busy and active man will be sorely missed. Dr. 
Mixon was more than the president of a small and little- 
known junior college tucked away in a remote agri
cultural area of Northeast North Carolina. He was a 
preacher strong in his convictions, able in the presen
tation of his views, and strong in the councils of his 
religious denomination.

He was an affable man with a gift for pleasant 
companionship and human understanding. With these 
attributes he combined a deep faith in God, in his fel- 
lowmen, and in himself in getting done these things which 
would serve mankind and do honor to his faith and to 
his God. He was a preacher who put into action his 
faith and his conviction.

Out of his faith and his action cam e the rebirth of 
Chowan College. His talents of friendship, of persuasion 
and leadership he gave unremittingly to building a solid 
foundation for the school for which he accepted respon
sibility and dedicated his life when others with less 
faith and willingness to serve had given it up for lost. 
For his faith, his dedication and his action, the people 
of the Roanoke-Chowan owe him and his memory an 
everlasting debt of gratitude.

Someone said of the famous 
17th century English Architect, 
Sir Christopher Wren: “If you
want to knovvf what he has done 
look around you.” Similarly that 
remark could be fittingly applied 
to t4e service rendered Chowan 
College by the late Dr. F. O. 
Mixcn.

During his administration of 
five years the main building has 
been reconditioned and many 
new modern buildings erected, 
in 1953 the Graphic Arts Building 
was completed. Just this past sum
mer an addition brought the 
liuilding to almost twice its ori
ginal size. This houses one of the 
fastest growing departments of 
Chowan College. With the recent 
addition of equipment its value 
has been raised to more than 
$75,000.

The same year a Vocational 
Building was constructed. The 
following year a boys’ dormitory 
was erected. The same year funds 
were raised for a new gymnasium 
with eisht classrooms adjoining, i

In 1956 a $75,000 Science Build- 
'ng and a $17,000 Student Center j  

was completed and ready for use ' 
at the opening of school. |

When Dr. Mixon became presi
dent the institution was tottering 
under the weight of an embarras- 
ing debt of sixty thousand dollars.

(hrough a sound program of 
financing Br. Mixon had reduced 
this debt to significant propor
tions.

One of Dr. Mixon's heart de
sires was to have the college ac
credited by the Southern Asso
ciation of Colleges. Mr. Claude 
Gaddey, Executive Secretary of 
the North Carolina Council on 
Christian Education, in a letter 
to the Presidents of the other Bap- 
itst Colleges on November 7 said, 
“I am very much encouraged with 
the prospect of favorable report 
and full accreditation by  the asso
ciation. I wish so very much that 
all of you might see the many 
evidences of fine work on the 
part of Dr. Mixon in assistance 
in preparation for accreditation.”

Vice President 
Seeks Students

Rev. Creech is Acting President

m
R EV . OSCAR C R E E C H

Members of 
Staff Express 
Their Regrets

T h e  follow ing s ta te m e n ts ,  
m a d e  by  new  s ta f f  m e m b e r s  of 
C how an College, show  th e ir  a p 
p re c ia t io n  of D r. F .  O. M ixon:

J .  B rooks: C how an College w as 
so v e ry  close to D r. M ixon’s 
h e a r t  t h a t  he  g ave  h im se lf  c o m 
p le te ly  to i ts  fu tu re .  O ne soon 
learned to respect his devotion 
to th is  c au se  a n d  to a d m ire  and  
love h im  for his s in ce r i ty ,  f r a n k 
ness, and loyalty. We count it a 
p riv ilege  to h ave  know n and  to 
h av e  w orked  w ith  su ch  a  devoted  
se rv a n t  of the  c au se  of C h ris t 
ian  E d u ca tio n .

D r. M cC read y :  He w a s  a v a 
l ian t  a n d  s ta te sm a n lik e  m an ,  
u t te r ly  d evo ted  to a  g re a t  task - 
s a y i n g ,  with Paul. “ This one 
thing I do an d  doing it su p re m e 
ly w e ll .” M r. M a ra b le :  A lthough 
I h ad  not know n D r. F .  O. Mixon 
long, I sha ll  c h e r ish  fo re v e r  the  
m e m o ry  of ou r fr iendsh ip .

M rs . R oss : I tho u g h t a  lot of 
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R E V . ROSS C A D LE

R ev. R oss C adle , v ice  p re s i 
d en t  of th e  college, will con tinue  
to r e p re s e n t  C how an  a t  h igh  
s c h o o l s  th ro u g h o u t E a s te r n  
N o r th  C a ro lin a  a n d  T id e w a te r  
V irg in ia , seek ing  to in te re s t  Se
n io rs  to en ro ll  h e re .

Since co m in g  to C how an :>om 
th e  A pex B a p tis t  C h u rch , M r. 
C adle  h a s  done an  o u ts tan d in g  
job  in pub lic  re la t io n s  fo r  the  
college. He is p o p u la r  w ith  th e  
s tu d en t  body a n d  ta k e s  ac t iv e  
interest in sports and other acti
v itie s  he re .

M rs, C adle  is a s s is ta n t  l ib r a 
r ia n  a t  the  college an d  a  d a u g h 
te r ,  B etsy , is a  s tuden t.

T he  ex ecu tiv e  C o m m it tee  of 
C how an C ollege h a s  ap po in ted  
the  R ev. O sca r  C re ec h  ac ting  
p re s id e n t  of C how an un til a p r e 
s id en t  is n a m e d  to su cceed  D r. 
F . O. Mixon.

M r. C reech  w a s  p a s to r  of the  
F i r s t  B a p tis t  C h u rc h  of Ahoskie 
for m o re  th a n  tw en ty -five  y e a r s  
and  h a s  b een  th e  a s so c ia te  to 
the  p re s id e n t  fo r th e  p a s t  se v e ra l  
y e a rs .

A sp ec ia l  m e e t in g  w a s  ca lled  
by  J .  C ra ig  R evelle  of M u rf re e s 
boro, who is c h a i r m a n  of the  
execu tiv e  c o m m itte e .  T he  sole 
p u rp o se  of th is  m e e t in g  w as  to 
appo in t th e  a c t in g  p re s id en t .

All m e m b e rs  of the  ex ecu tiv e  
c o m m itte e  w e re  p re se n t  and  
u n a n im o u s  in th e ir  decision .

B efore  his a p p o in tm e n t  a s  a c t 
ing  p re s id en t ,  M r. C reech  t r a v e l 
ed  o v e r  m u c h  of N o rth  C aro lina  
m ak in g  f r ien d s  a n d  soliciting  
funds for the  college.

Mrs. Mixon to Continue Here
M rs. F .  Orion Mixon, who h as  

b een  c h a i r m a n  of th e  D e p a r t 
m e n t  of Relig ion  d u rin g  the  t im e  
h e r  h u sb a n d  w as  p re s id en t  of the 
college, will con tinue h e r  du tie s  

he re .
“ T his is w h e re  I w a n t  to live 

and  w o rk ,” M rs. M ixon told a 
C how an ian  re p o r te r .

Since com ing  to C how an, M rs. 
Mixon h a s  developed  the  d e p a r t 
m e n t  of R eligion into one of the  
m o s t  o u ts tan d in g  div is ions of the 
college th ro u g h  h e r  u n tir in g  ef
fo rts  a n d  devotions to h e r  du ties. 
She h a s  h ad  g re a t  in fluence 
upon h e r  s tu d e n ts  and  g iven  to 
th em  a  d es ire  to tak e  a  m o re  a c 
t iv e  p a r t  in  the  p r o g r a m s  of 
th e ir  ch u rch es . M RS. F .  ORIO N M IXON


