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Chowan's Department of Business Has A^any Facets
B y A N N IE  P E A R L  BRASW ELL

E nrollm ent in Chowan’s De
p a rtm en t of Business this y ea r  
has increased  by alm ost 20 per 
cent over the previous year. 
There a re  now approxim ately  
130 students in t ran sfe r  or te r 
m inal courses of study e ither in 
secre ta r ia l science, business ad 
m inistration , or accounting pro
g ram s. At the beginning of the 
fall sem ester, there  w ere a total 
of 20 students enrolled in the two- 
y e a r secre ta r ia l s c i e n c e  
p ro g ram ; 75 in the business ad 
m in istration  a n d  accounting 
p ro g ram s; only 35 in the one- 
y ea r  te rm ina l courses.

N ew  Location  
Students, instruc tors , and ad

m in istration  alike a r e  quite 
proud of the new location of the 
D epartm en t of Business.

The old ca fe te ria  space w as 
completely renovated  during the 
su m m er months, thus providing 
two spacious c lassroom s in the 
east wing of the “Colum ns” 
building. Completely new fu r
nishings w ere provided in both 
t h e  typew riting-transcrip tion  
classroom  and the shorthand- 
accounting classroom . In addi
tion to the new furnishings, 18 
new typew riters  and two new 
duplicating m achines were pu r 
chased.

Business staff offices are  also 
located in the old cafe teria  area.

C u iiicu lum  and F acu lty  
E ach  curricu lum  of the total 

business p rogram  is under con
s tan t evaluation. A collegiate 
D epartm en t of Business is con
cerned with several objectives, 
which m ake  such constant eval
uation necessary .

F irs t,  it m u s t be de term ined 
to tu rn  out f irst-ra te  secre ta ries  
and senior college m ateria l.

Second, in addition to m eeting 
the needs of the individual 
student, it m ust endeavor to af
ford students a broad  outlook in 
the educational field—not in the 
business subjects alone—but in 
the arts , religion and science, 
social studies, as well as other 
general courses in education.

In this age of autom ation—this 
“business ag e” in which we 
live—it is essential th a t cu rr i
culum  changes be m ade  to keep 
up with the pace of changing 
trends throughout our universe.

At Chowan College, a student 
m ay  enroll in the Business Ad
m in istration  c u r r i c u l u m ,  a 
broad  liberal a r ts  course with 
business em phasis , the two-year 
accounting curriculum , the sec
re ta r ia l  science curriculum , 
with liberal a r ts  em phasis, or in 
a one-year business program .

The F acu lty  
The faculty  is qualified not 

only in the field of education, 
but also in ac tual work experi
ence in the field of business. 
These faculty  m em b ers  have 
been selected because of their 
ability to im p a rt  knowledge to 
others, as well as the ir ability 
to approach the problem s of 
students with a  deep sense of 
m ora l and social responsibility.

Mr. J a m e s  R. M asters, who 
teaches in the sec re ta r ia l sci
ence and economics a reas , is a 
g rad ua te  of B erea  College with 
a B achelor of Science degree in 
Business A dm inistration  a n d  
Economics. Mr. M asters  has 
had  experience not only in the 
selling and retailing  a reas , but 
also in the field of public re la 
tions. D uring the sum m er Mr. 
M as te rs  plans to com plete re 
qu irem en ts  on a M aster of A rts 
degree  from  the U niversity  of 
Tennessee.

Mr. L. M. W allace, J r . ,  is a 
g rad u a te  of E a s t  Carolina Col
lege, with a B achelor of Science 
degree  in Business A dm inistra 

tion and Social Studies. Mr. 
W allace has had severa l y e a r ’s 
experience in the re tailing  a rea , 
has  w orked in the textile indus
try , and h as  had  experience 
with the United S tates N avy in 
the field of com m unicatons. He 
will com plete requ irem en ts  for 
the M aster of A rts degree  in 
Business A dm inistration  a t  E a s t  
Carolina College this sum m er 
and will continue his teaching 
duties a t  Chowan College in 
business adm inis tra tion  a n d  
geography.

Mr. Thom as E. Ruffin, J r . ,  
who is c h a irm an  of the D epart
m ent of Business, teaches in 
both the sec re ta r ia l science and 
business adm inis tra tion  areas . 
Before Mr. Ruffin received the 
B achelor of Science degree  from  
E as t Carolina College in Busi
ness A dm inistration and Sci
ence, he worked for a num ber of 
y ea rs  in both sec re ta r ia l and 
accounting work. Mr. Ruffin al
so holds the M aste r of Arts 
degree in A dm inistration  and 
Business from  E a s t  Carolina 
College.

Alpha P i Epsilon
Alpha Pi Chapter, Alpha Pi 

Honor Society w as organized at 
Chowan College in the spring of
1958. It is the u ltim ate  purpose 
of Alpha P i Epsilon to profes
sionalize the s ta tu s  of the col
lege-trained secre ta ry , thereby 
sending young m en and women 
of the highest academ ic level 
i n t o  t h e  business world, 
equipped with keen intelligence 
and a m a s te ry  of the ir skills.

C andidates for m em bersh ip  in 
Alpha P i C hapter this y ea r  are ; 
Jud ith  Ann Askew, Conway; 
Jan ice  F ay e  Askew, P lym outh; 
E lla  Jan ice  Brown, Oak City;

Vivian M arie B urgess, Conway; 
Charlotte Z. E lias, Weldon; E. 
A nnette H arre ll, St. Brides, Vir
ginia; N orm a June  H ayes, 
G ates; Ruby Je a n  Overton, 
Windsor; W anda E. Rose, Pan te - 
go; R ebecca Smith, Swan Q uar
te r ;  Virginia D are  Spivey, Gates- 
ville; E the l T. Sutton, H ertford; 
B renda Virginia Taylor, Gates.

Delores L. Hill, Woodland, 
who is g raduating  a t  the end of 
this sem ester, is acting  p res i
dent of Alpha P i C hapter, Alpha 
Pi Epsilon.

Graduates H ave P ra ise
G radua tes  of the D epartm en t 

of Business, Chowan College, 
a re  high in the ir  p ra ise  of the 
classroom  instruc tion and in 
the ir  appreciation  generally  of 
cam pus life.

Chowan’s g rad ua tes  a re  m uch 
in dem and  throughout North 
C arolina and Virginia.

M ILDRED JOYCE F E R G U 
SON w as a sec re ta r ia l student 
in the y e a rs  1957-59. She is now 
em ployed a t  the J. C. C ayton’s 
genera l supply store  in W ash
ington. Joy  says, “ I think the 
D epartm en t of Business is doing 
a wonderful job in teaching the 
young people of today to face 
the business world. Of the 
m any  courses I took a t Chowan 
I found m y  “ Princip les of Ac
counting” courses to be the m ost 
valuable to m e in m y  w ork .” 

NORMAN GLENN PH ILLIPS 
w as voted as the “ Best-All- 
Round S tudent” on cam pus in
1959. N o rm an  w as enrolled in 
t h e  Business A dm inistration 
curricu lum  and says, “Chowan 
College m e an t a  g rea t deal to 
m e in the operation  of m y  pre- 
(Continued to following page.)

ON-THE-JOB TR A IN IN G —ANNETTE HARRELL, St. Brides, Virginia, 
seems to enjoy the secretarial work she does for Mr. Ruffin, 
chairman of the Department of Business.

REBECCA SMITH, Swan Quarter, very carefully checks the accu
racy of letters transcribed by students In shorthand classes taught 
by Mr. Masters.

DELORES L. HILL, Woodland, serves as receptionist and PBX 
operator. Delores graduates this semester and will begin work  
as an educational secretary at the First Baptist Church, Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, in June.

W A N D A  
chairman 
become a

E. ROSE, Pantego, works for Mr. M . Eugene Williams, 
Department of Modern Language. Wanda plans to 
teacher in business education.

JANE HARRIS, Columbia, really gives those test papers a "going- 
for M r. Wallace, who teaches accounting and business law.


