
NEW ALUM NI OFFICERS—President, The Rev. Bailey Jones, West End Baptist Church, Suffolk, V ir
ginia; vice president, Mrs. Beatrice E. Spivey, Winton, N. C.; secretary, Mrs. Glenn Benthall, Rt. 3, 
Ahoskie, N. C.; treasurer, M r. Edgar Parker, 204  Chestnut Street, Franklin, Virginia; v^ êre elected at 
a recent meeting held on M ay Day, M ay  5. The Rsv. Bailey Jones is the first man to serve as presi
dent of the Alumni Association. Last year Rev. Jones served in a commendable v̂ ây as vice- 
president.

Alumni Elects First Male President

Alumni Association 
Elects Its New Officers

“ Girls they’ve gone and ruin- 
ed our A lum nae (oops, A lum 
ni) Association by electing a 
m an  as president! How can a 
m an  apprecia te  the hallowed 
traditions passed  down from 
such presiden ts as Miss Jo se 
phine Vann, Miss E ssie  Wynn, 
Miss Madge Conwell, Miss Ren
nie Spivey, Mrs. C. C. Hoggard, 
Miss E unice McDowell, Mrs. 
J .  L. Josey, Miss U na White, 
Miss E thel B ritt, Mrs. Ralph 
Mason, Mrs. Edwin Brown, 
Mrs. Ju lian  P o rte r , Miss Addie 
M ae C o o k e ,  Mrs. G rady 
Bridgers, and Mrs. H a rry  Un
derwood.

This certa in ly  w as not the 
a ttitude displayed a t the an
nual Chowan College Alumni 
Association m eeting  M ay 5 
when Rev. C. Bailey Jones was 
elected the first m ale  presiden t 
of the Association. Mrs. H arry  
Underwood passed  on the honor 
and responsibility w ith the as 
surance  th a t the new president 
would uphold the trad ition  with 
dignity and success.

There is reason  to be con
cerned th a t  the trad ition  will 
be upheld, for it is a noble t r a 
dition which belongs to the 
Alumni Association. F ro m  the 
beginning, the g rad u a tes  of 
Chowan w ere influential in the 
ongoing life of the college, and 
a fter the tu rn  of the tw entieth  
century  an  A lum nae Associa
tion w as form ed so th a t  the 
g radua tes  could do m ore  for 
the ir school.

A loan fund w as established 
by the Association in the early  
y ea rs  to enable worthy girls to 
a ttend  Chowan. Then, in 1921 
the  pres iden t of the Association 
suggested th a t  they m ake a  de
te rm ined  effort to en large  the 
library . As a resu lt of the ir la 
bors, the lib ra ry  w as of such a 
quality  severa l y e a rs  la te r  th a t  
the College w as recognized as 
a s tan d a rd  four y e a r  coUege by 
the  N orth  C arolina D ep artm en t 
of Education .

W hen the school needed mon
ey in the '20’s and ’30’s the

girls responded by contributing 
to the endow m ent fund, and 
m any  of the g rad u a tes  of Cho
w an  w ere very  influential in 
the reopening of the school in 
the 1940’s.

Today it is the sam e. A drive 
is curren tly  underw ay to ra ise  
$900,000 for a new classroom - 
adm inistra tion  building and li
b ra ry . The alum ni have decided 
to contribute to this not only as 
individuals but also through 
the ir Association. All money 
sent to the Alumni Loyalty 
F und  goes to the cam paign.

Mr. Jones is an alum nus 
w orthy and capable  of main-

College Given
Chowan College is g rateful 

for the gift of a Concert G rand 
Baldwin P iano presen ted  by 
Miss D. E m ily  B arn es  of New
soms, V irginia. This gift by 
Miss B arnes is in m em ory  of 
h e r  la te  sister, Mrs. Cristie 
B arnes  Saunders, an  alum na 
of Chowan.

Miss B arnes  by  this gilt and 
in other w ays h a s  not only 
dem onstra ted  h e r  love and 
loyalty  to h e r  sister , bu t he r  
appreciation  for Chowan Col
lege, which she did not herself 
attend. H er g randfa ther, Je -

ta ining these traditions. He 
gradua ted  from  Chowan in the 
early  1940’s and did fu r ther 
work a t the U niversity  of Rich
mond and Southern B aptist 
Theological S e m i n a r y .  His 
church is one of the leading 
churches in Suffolk, and he is 
a respected  leader in all phases 
of our denom inational work. 
P resen tly  he is serving on the 
Fore ign  Mission Board of the 
Southern B aptist Convention.

We need have no fea r  th a t 
the Chowan College Alumni 
Association will do anything but 
move forw ard  under the adm in 
is tra tion  of its new president.

Baldwin Piano
thro  W. B arnes, w as one of the 
founding and long-time trustees  
of Chowan.

This gift will add to and 
streng then  the Daniel School 
of Music. I t will be used for 
m any, m a ny  y e a rs  to enhance 
the p ro g ram  and cu ltu ra l of
ferings of Chowan to presen t 
and fu ture  student generations 
and to this entire  a rea .

In  behalf of Chowan College, 
Miss E m ily , I sa lu te  and  thank 
you. We love and apprecia te  
you.

The annual Chowan College 
A l u m n i  Association m eeting 
w as held on Saturday , M ay 5, 
in conjunction with the annual 
May Day p rogram .

Alumni president, Mrs. R. H. 
(E thleen) Underwood of M ur
freesboro w as in charge  of the 
A lumni m eeting  and luncheon.

Miss M ary C. Sm ith, a  fo rm er 
Chowanian, delivered the m ain  
address. Miss Sm ith is Associ
ate  E d ito r of The T rust Bul
letin of the A m erican B a rk e r ’s 
Association. A native of Smith- 
field, she m akes  her hom e in 
New York City.

O ther A lumni p ro g ram  per
sonnel w ere: M. E . Valentine, 
Sr., R aleigh; W alter R. Dudley, 
Red Springs; Dr. B ruce E . 
W hitaker, president of the col
lege; Miss F ran c is  White, P ro 
fessor of Religion a t Chowan; 
Mrs. Rhodes P ra t t ,  Secre tary  
of the Alumni Association, M er
ry  Hill; the  R everand J .  Bailey 
Jones, Suffolk, V irginia; Mrs. 
Gay F ly ther, Conway; and 
J. M. “ P igg ie” J e n k i n s ,  
M urfreesboro.

The college-com munity O ra
torio group gave a concert at 
the Chowan College auditorium  
on F riday , M ay 4, a t  8:00 p.m . 
The group is under the direc
tion of Mr. Ja m e s  M. Cham- 
blee. C hairm an  of the Daniel 
School of Music a t Chowan.

The p ro g ram  opened with a 
chorus from  The C reation by 
Haydn entitled “The H eavens 
Are Telling” . The second p a r t  
w as a m ete t by the 19th cen tury  
Russian composer, Moussorg- 
sky entitled Joshua. This work 
po rtray s  the biblical account of

D ear Chowanians:

A fter serving two y ea rs  as 
your A lumni sec re ta ry , and 
th ree  as your p residen t, I  now 
‘bow out’ to our firs t m ale  
president., the Rev. J . Bailey 
Jones (of whom you’ll le a rn  
m ore  about in this issue), un
der whom I feel our associa 
tion will becom e g rea te r  and 
s tronger th an  ever. I ’m  sure 
you will support h im  in the 
sam e splendid m a n n e r  you 
supported the p as t officers 
and for th is  I  w an t to express 
m y  deepest appreciation . Your 
le tte rs  of encouragem ent, ac 
know ledgem ent, a n d  p u r e  
friendships have  been  a source 
of g rea t s tren g th  and joy to 
me.

Joshua  and the ba ttle  of J e r i 
cho. The th ird  p a r t  w as another 
m e te t by the 19th century  
F ren ch  com poser, Gounod. It 
is entitled Gallia and deals with 
the E a s te r  Them e.

As a fea tu red  work of the 
p ro g ram  the group ren d ere r  
the can ta ta , “ The Seven L ast 
W ords of Christ On The C ross” 
by Dubois.

Soloists for the perfo rm ance 
w ere Ju dy  Joyner, P e te  Owens, 
George Seymour, B etsy Boone 
and P rofessor Cham blee. The 
accom panist w as Mrs. C arla  
Chamblee.

Miss A nna Belle Crouch gave 
h er special rendition of “The 
Sound of M usic.” Miss Crouch 
is A ssistant D ean of W omen a t 
Chowan.

The 1962 May D ay w as under 
the direction of Mrs. J ill B arr, 
D irector of A t h l e t i c s  for 
women a t the coUege. The
them e for the M ay D ay pro- 
g r a m  w a s  “A R o y a l  
P resen ta tion ” .

★  ★  ★

“W henever you a re  angry , be 
assured  tha t it is not only p res 
ent evil, but th a t  you have in
creased  a hab it” —Ephictetus.

* * «

If you ca n ’t  be thankful for 
w hat you receive, be thankful 
for w hat you escape.

♦ *  ♦

F o r som e reason, the future 
seem s to get here  fas te r than  
it used to!

*  *  *

A ccuracy is our w atchw ord— 
we never m ake  m isteaks.

Especially  do I w an t those 
of you who w rote to m e  so 
prom ptly, and with such sym 
pathy, w hen I lost m y  beloved 
son last Ju ly  7th, to know how 
deeply I  w as touched. Your 
p ra y e rs  a n d  loving concern 
have helped m e b e a r  this g rea t 
loss w ith m ore  C hris tian  for
titude, I ’m  sure . I have  saved 
each  le tte r, and one day, when 
(if ever) the  edge of g rief is 
less cutting, I shall w rite  to 
each of you and  try  to express 
how m uch  your le t te rs  have 
helped a b roken  heart.

With b es t p ersonal wishes to 
each  of you,

Sincerely,
M rs. E th leen  Underwood

C H O W A N  DEDICATES CONCERT G R A N D -M iss  D. Emily Barnes 
plays the Concert Grand Baldwin piano, which she recently gave  
to Chowan in memory of her late sister, Mrs. Christie Barnes 

Saunders, a form er alumna.

MRS. R. H. (ETHLEEN) UNDERWOOD

Alumni Officer ‘Bows Out’
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