
Words That Will Live For Time Immemorial * * * * *
The world is very d if fe re n t  now. For man  

holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all 

form s o f hum an  poverty and all fo rm s o f hum an  

life. A n d  yet the sam e revolutionary beliefs  for  

which our forebears fought are still at issue 

around the globe— the belie f that the rights o f  

m an com e not fro m  the generosity  o f the state, 

but fro m  the hand o f God.

W e dare not forget today that we are the  

heirs o f that firs t revolution. Let the word go 

forth  from  this tim e and place, to fr iend  and foe  

alike, that the torch has been passed to a new  

generation of Am ericans— born in this century, 

tem pered  b y  war, d isc ip lined  by  a hard and b it

ter peace, p roud  of our ancient heritage— and  

untvilling to witness or perm it the slow undoing  

o f those hum an  rights to which this N ation  has 

always been com m itted , and to which we are 

com m itted  today at hom e and around the world.

Let every  nation know, whether it wishes us 

well or ill, that we shall pa y  any price, bear any  

burden, m eet any  hardship, support and  friend , 

oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival 

and the success o f liberty.

This m uch  we pledge— and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and  

spir itual origins we share, we p ledge the loya lty  

o f fa i th fu l  fr iends. United, there is little we can

not do in a host o f cooperative ventures. D ivided, 

there is little tve can do— for we dare not m eet a 

pow erfu l challenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new States whom  we welcome to the 

ranks o f the free, we p ledge our words that one 

fo rm  o f colonial control shall not have passed  

away m ere ly  to be replaced by  a fa r  greater one 

— tyranny. W e shall not a lways expect to f in d  

them supporting our view. B u t we shall always  

hope to f in d  them  strongly supporting  their own 

freedom — and to rem em ber that, in the past, 

those who foo lish ly  sought power by rid ing the 

back o f the tiger ended up  inside.

To those peoples in the huts and  villages 

across the globe struggling to break the bonds o f 

mass m isery, we p ledge our best e fforts  to help  

them  help themselves, fo r  whatever period  is re

quired— not because the Com m unists  m ay  be 

doing it, not because we seek their votes, but be

cause it is right. I f  a fre e  society cannot help  the 

m any who are poor, it cannot save the fe w  who  

are rich.

To our sister republics south o f  our border, 

we o ffer  a special pledge— to convert our good  

words into good deeds, in a new alliance fo r  pro 

gress, to assist free  m en and free  governm ents in 

casting o f f  the chains o f poverty . B u t this peace

fu l  revolution o f hope cannot become the p rey  of 

hostile powers. Let a ll our neighbors know  that 

we shall join  with them  to oppose aggression or 

subversion anyw here in the Am ericas. A n d  let 

every  other power know  that this hem isphere in 

tends to rem ain  the master o f its own house.

To that world assem bly o f sovereign states, 

the United Nations, our last best hope in an age 

where the instruments o f war have fa r  outpaced  

the instruments o f pace, we renew our p ledge o f  

support— to prevent it fro m  becom ing m ere ly  a 

fo rum  fo r  invective— to strengthen its sh ie ld  o f  

the new and the w eak— and to enlarge the area 

in which its writ m a y  run.

Finally, to those nations who w ould  m ake  

them selves our adversary, we o ffe r  not a pledge  

but a request: that both sides begin anew the

quest fo r  peace, before the dark  powers o f de 

struction unleashed by  science engu lf a ll hum an 

ity  in planned or accidental self-destruction.

W e dare not tem pt them  with weakness. 

For on ly  when our arms are su ff ic ien t beyond  

doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they  

w ill never be em ployed.

B u t neither can two great and pow erfu l  

groups o f nations take com fort fro m  our present 

course— both sides overburdened by the cost of 

m odern weapons, both rightly  a larm ed by the 

steady spread o f the dead ly  atom, yet both racing  

to alter that uncertain balance o f terror that stays  

the hand of m ankind 's  f ina l war.

So  let us begin anew— rem em bering  on both 

sides that c iv ility  is not a sign o f weakness, and  

sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never 

negotiate out o f fear. But let us never fear to 

negotiate.

Let both sides exp lore what problem s unite 

us instead of laboring those problem s, which  

d iv ide  us.

Let both sides, fo r  the firs t tim e, fo rm ula te  

serious and precise proposals fo r  the inspection  

and control o f arm s— and bring the absolute  

power to destroy other nations under the absolute  

control o f all nations.

Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of 

science instead o f its terrors. Together let us ex 

p lore  the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate  

disease, tap the ocean depths, and encourage the 

arts and commerce.

Let both sides unite to heed in all corners 

of the earth the com m and o f Isaiah— to “undo  

the heavy burdens and to let the oppressed go

/ »»
ree.

A n d  i f  a beachhead o f cooperation m ay  

push back the jungle  o f suspicion, let both sides 

join  in creating a new endeavor, not a new balance 

o f power, but a new world o f law, where the 

strong are just and the w eak secure and the peace  

preserved.

A l l  this w ill not be fin ished  in the first  100 

days. N or w ill it be f in ished  in the first 1 ,000 

days, nor in the li fe  o f  this adm inistration, nor 

even perhaps in our l i fe t im e on this planet. But 

let us begin.

In  our hands, m y  fe llow  citizens, m ore than  

in mine, w ill rest the f in a l  success or fa i lu re  o f 

our course. S ince  this country was founded , each 

generation o f A m ericans has been sum m oned  to 

give testim ony to its national loyalty . The graves 

o f young A m ericans who answered the call to 

service are fo u n d  around the globe.

N ow  the trum pet sum m ons us again— not as 

a call to bear arms, though arm s we need; not as 

a call to battle, though em battled  we are; but 

a call to bear the burden o f a long tw ilight 

struggle, year in, and year out, “rejoicing in hope, 

patient in tr ibu la tion”— a struggle against the 

com m on enem ies o f man: tyranny, poverty , d is 

ease, and tvar itself.

Can we forge against these enem ies a grand  

and global alliance. N orth  and South , East and  

West, that can assure a m ore fru i t fu l  l i fe  fo r  all 

m ankind?  W ill  you  jo in  in that historic e f fo r t?

In  the long history o f the world, on ly a few  

generations have been granted the role o f  d e fen d 

ing freedom  in its hour o f m a x im u m  danger. I  

do not shrink fro m  this responsibility— I  welcome  

it. I  do not believe that any  o f  us would  exchange  

places with any other people or any other genera

tion. The energy, the faith , the devotion which  

we bring to this endeavor w ill light our country

and a ll who serve it— and the g low fro m  that 

fire  can tru ly  light the world.

A n d  so, m y  fe llow  A m ericans, ask not what 

your country can do fo r  you: A s k  what you can 

do fo r  your country.

M y  fe llow  citizens o f the world: A s k  not 

what A m erica  w ill do fo r  you, but what together  

we can do fo r  the freedom  of man.

Fin'illy, ivhether you  are citizens o f Am erica  

or citizens o f the world, ask o f us the sam e high  

standards o f strength and sacrifice which we ask  

of you. W ith  a good conscience our on ly  sure re

ward, with h istory the fin a l  judge  o f our deeds, 

let as go forth to lead the land we love, asking  

His blessing and H is help, but know ing  that here 

on earth God's work must tru ly  be our oivn.

— T H E  I N A l  C r i i A L  A D D RF.SS O F  J O H N  F. 
K F N X E n V .  J A M  A l i Y  20, 1Q61.

☆  ☆  ☆

On the Death of John F. Kennedy

Wliat madness, when one m an presumes to 

take the life of another! What madness manifold, 

when any man so confuses an idea, a concept, a 

purpose with the person of another, that he de

stroys that person; destroys him in the grand 

delusion of having destroyed that purpose with 

which he was identified!

It matters little to me now what you may 

have thought of John F. Kennedy: his person

ality, his religion, his political philosophy. But it 

matters to me greatly that you not begin to share 

the same kind of g rand delusion which must have 

intoxicated the mind of the m an who destroyed 

him.

I do not p ray  for John Kennedy. His spir it  

rests in the hands of God. But 1 do p ray  for  any 

of us who may hegin to suppose that a fatal hlow 

has been delt to that cause, for which the funeral 

orators will say John Kennedy died. History will 

record that the only gain was the compounding 

of our  national guilt. M ay it add  the footnote; 

It brought some toward repentance.

— Read By Dr. Hargus Taylor, college  
chaplain, at a faculty m eeting  on the day  

President K ennedy was assassinated. The 

m eeting ad journed after prayer  by Presi
dent W hitaker.
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