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Negro Conviztéd_,—:f
Murder In
Court,

COMMUTTED T0 LIFE TERM

Governor Gives Pnnh" l :

lief Prisgmer Mt?nlh
Desire of Judge

Wilbur MeLeod, colored, who

srrested upon the charge of

ing ' Mrs, Rebecea Matthews

home near Broad

GOR, of Iﬂ‘
8 holidays
B, Street,
is studying
& 't‘r! New

Christmas
parents,

1

h
¥5%

Frances
of their|
: tenced to death hy
gheacher in Mt. | judge R. A. Wunn, who
Lu le Cheek.,cm,'and was sent to?ahigb

ol, ﬂ::ntth:!placed on death row to await ,
: tion. The case was gppepled y

J- Dark, Supreme Court. Aﬁe: miewinb; the
hey lplan to|evidence, which was circumstantial,
holidays, |the higher court ordered papr i
rd, of Branch The prisoner was sent back to the
éd home after county for the second hearing. The
E. M, Un- jhearing was held at the May; term

g

£f

i
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lipg, of Camp-“chosen after exhausting two venires
week with her'of 150 men from Chat-h:;o county.
pillips. She is The State introduced evidence by a
: D“;m where number of witnesses, but the defense
ool opens.  introduced mno evidence. As the de-
M. Under fense introduced no evidence it, was

eamp .on Young, attorney. for McLeod.  He
; imade & good impression on the jury.
ood, Hat- Eﬁ"ﬁu followed by Solicitor * C. L.
Watson:, liams who made out & strong case
in Gar-‘agaj;u_;t McLeod notwithstanding’ he
thad ‘only circumstantial evidence to

;T- C. C. base his argument™ on beforz 'the
Ty
to. - see the case on account of the evidence
T. J. by the blood hounds having been ruled

home in out by the Supreme Court, The jury
Wes on the case several hours, but
firally ound the defendant guilty for
the second time of first mar-

. i ¢

A l'ﬁary 'or about three FATS Ne 1S
__:paroled by Gov. O. Max Gardner.
Ym ,This was one of the most revolting

S + crimes ever committed in this part of

R holidays the State. Mrs. Matthews was drag-

t ? R T oot ‘Mrs. J. T. ged from her room in the “dead”

: : i . MRS VETpor . hours of the night and criminally as-

orfum: of -the 5 EF Isaaeson had some insurance on| Mjss Marion Nall i8 home for the sauited and then murdered. It is be-

' . : 4| his_stock, but no insyrance on fthe yofidays from Southélt Pines, where lieved by many of her neghbors and

ﬁ"  McIver building, was named < {Carmiture and fixtyres. ff ‘:g_ she 1¢ teaching in the @ity scheols. those who heard the trial that Wilbur,

“+ Ronor of this public spirited man. the Iatter at $8,000. A reunion of the Gunber family was McLeod committed the crime, -Fi‘?l—
; .-

, who ownes mefhl!ld in Sanford during the Christmas lowing is a letter received by The
SeIme ing ce, on, holi the membet#'h
“ﬁ"] for a week and oc

".

buiding, carriod
“the property. otal 1dss is ng @i apart- forth the reasons to the Superintend-
ated hmm 'I‘he ment in-the home of ME and Mrs. K. I'ent of the BState Prison why he
walls of the ] seemi to be in- 1, Baldwin. Those' Wwere paroled the prisoner;
tsct, but it is not yet lmown what Mps. Herbert Gunte¥y Miss Annie| “The above named prisoper, Wilbur

the damages are. | Louise and John Gumter; snd Miss McLeod, was eonvicted at the .May

it [Ruth Gunter, of Greensboro; Mr. and torm, 1920, Superior Court - of Lee
s, YULETIDE SEASON |

in large numbers. Many tourists : at_som

their homes in the North

ready.

Miss Johnnie Jean Rivers, of Fay-

e T : e .- R “gor th : C t f i he first d
: w t ok H t ; : = | etteville, spent Lhe Christmas holi- alrzna:rn:;mﬁ“::rd:ﬂth ab,)?":leo;'ﬁ::
b ﬁgwﬂl . 'ﬁt,bo . “l“;a'- gorits ill 6 QUIET ONE HERE days at home. : tion. The prisoner’s sentence was
gnd e ok t.h: Hou &Vl ireturn late e Mrs. E. P. Rogers and daughter, later commuted to life imprisopment.
-member ouse. [ Mr. Jos D. Me Virginia, of Raleigh, are visiting Mrs. | wypig doefendant was first tried by

The people of Sanford were back on
the job Tuesday morning after spend
g & mexry Christmas in a quiet sort
) of way with two full days of rest

%‘m the "daily routine. Fire crackers

. Cross, who is a succesfsul real es- 'y, ekl
E:emd insurance man, will be 8erv: muecjec ing _
his first term in the General yo T A Austey, 8

Rogers' parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Judge R. A. Nunn and he expressed a
King. l,h" E.op:erslcm up and spent |grea!. deal of doubt as to the prison-
the Christmas holidays with them. lopg ouiy Iy the second trial in the

Miss Mildred Jordan, of Muﬂ_‘“'iSnper.’or Court, Hon. G. E. Midyette
8. C., has returned Bome after visit-'y . q the case.and stated that the
ing her grandmothe®, Mes. J. ‘_Ie\ridenca was wholly eircumstantial

Agsembly, but the people of Lep.) $
int of himself at Raleigh this win.

ter, Both Makepeace and Cross are " st wmiu videnee on  Sunday. The Rivers. - T s c
pledged to vote for . removal of the 4, - Mr. Mclver stated that iﬁ'mﬁxwmw h’&:,',ﬁfm Mr. and Mrs. C. Wi Teal and son, ::: Jﬁ:ﬁng:?:eiu::e:cfmm;?c:n
1‘;5-02'!“8 tax -on lahd for the support: were many other large hogs killed it Day even if it did coi o Sﬁi:d'” of Boone, spent Chrigtmas with M"-'ngcted with the trial and cenviction
of the six months school ter I ihit sed bt ke - in Ry 8Y-| aal’s mother, Mrs. J. F. Rivers. i i

1 ; i section, but t would be interesting to know the " 3 end Hon, Edwin B. Bridges, former

Commissioner of Pardons, who went
to the scene and made a personal in-
|w_ast.iption at the time of the crime,

amount of

money spent here for fire
| during That

# to many & home that need
deprive boys_of zome 40 to 50 laborexs employed cu
They. will tm..f‘tins and shipping pulp wood, has du

O Grave}’a;{i' Cleared

—_—

;. . Gilliam, who keepsy : ~ b
Hp. 38 W €1 : lﬁ?guilt of the prisoner. In view of this

r [atmng element of doubt upon the part
of those most closely connected with
the case, the prisoner’s sentence was
commuted from death to life im-
jn Prisonment, as above outlined.
“After this prisoner started’updn!

the
have ing the dull season § the fall ands
to mar the ¢arly winter had them clear “and,
‘““"‘.“"" s ‘here seemed 10| glean up some 50 acpes of land own-
be very little drinking in 8anford dur of by him over on creek
ing Christmas, if 80 it was Hoh on the Pocket township. He slso had them | _ : :
a0 Good m_—_w h]ﬁby!b. to elear off the old: Pocket cemetery 1tluzc service of the life's sentence ang
% 2888 and féw peopls Wware 8- yp near the old plaik toad, The shortly before the death of Judge
far beiig ‘This was true dates on some of the markers show Midyette, the Judge came to see m#,
: . Wets day there ghat this old Scoch graveyard dates | personally and expressed further|
’iw in Ww more than lw._m. Many ofl_dl}l.lbi. as Lo the guilt of the prisonet
 when the town had barrooms. |the Scotch ettlers, eame over a1d urged that a parole be granted)
large number of boys and girls from the old country in the early his him. The Judge was to write a lef:
returned home from the 8choois gory of this country, are taking their ter setting forth his feeling in this
e ed their part ong sleep in fhe old burying eonnection but he died before he had
which is in the heart of alo?p;::mi:{ to do so. "
Py is en- “Since the prisoner has
d by a rock wm'opming
o the pall bearers entered bear- &ation of al

the, ing

- iyl

: the bodies of the dead. Very few 1 have discussed the case with the),
and the music pasply have been bu 1 ﬂ.:igw old prisoner and with others familiar
as carols, :.“ btery in many years.Most of the!with the circumstances under which
'markers carry the ngme Melver, Mc- he was convicted and [ have done
¢, Mclntosh, nﬂmo&,lmry thing possible to arrive at the

nald, McQueen,sMcDougald. and- truth in this matter. After much
- familiar Scol - paes; The | deliberation and after considering all
sss published a history of this of the facts brought out by my own
enrs ago, giving |investigation and added to this the

many of |[who have gone into the case, 1 am
»d with|convinced that this man is not wuilty
sp of thig grime end is being punished

X and 1 pow concelve it my

h | duty to relieye him of further. incar-
ad he is, therefore, this dagl| *I this
w “fHe remainder of # sy will, for sy eause gatinfac-
iy wader-the supervision oL 4h8lipry o Tysell and withous |
AL, cEoz o
e 2 ;

day

1929, court. The jury wag {finally:

s, Harry ' agreed that the last should be ©
0. . roed AINKE lest gt st be
a few days '?r?eaﬂr{t ‘speech mm%edf??né

of | jury. 1t was made difficult to Hardle | -

in, town 'press from Governor Gardner getting|

d'| White destroyed the outfit.

been cun"-',

"fined T have made a personal investi-
1 of the facts available, P

‘were buried strong doubt in the minds of others),

 Negro Shot

While engaged in a row Jast Spn-
night Thomas Hooker ghet Jke
Melvin in the side with s pistol. Fhe
wounded man was eapried to the Lee
Coynty Hospital where an opergtion
wes performed and the ball extrsct-
ed. He has returped  to. his. home.
All are colored. A megro by the
name of Martin went gunning for
Hookergand sprinkled him with shot
from a shot gun, His wounds ave
slight,

COUNTY HOME TQ
~ OPEN NEXT WEEK
I,Thl people of Lee county are invit-

ed by the County Commissioners to
celebrate the opening of the new

Connty Home next Monday at which |

time the building will be accepted by
the Commiss’oners and all invited to
inspect it. They are asked to bring

WORLD NEED LOT ..’

Bob_Honse Sﬂ:‘}-‘m‘ F&Dr—

ukday

TALK ON NEEDS OF WORLD
A";‘ioi:nt

bly room of the Wilrik Hotel Tue

at 12:30, At the conclusion of dinner
the program was opened by E
Club. A short talk was made by P.
H, 8t. Clair, president of the Kiwanis
Club, after which the speaker of the
occasion, R. B. House, executive seg-
retary of the University of 'Nm
Caroling, was introduced in a few ap-
prbpriate words by George Wheeler,
superintendent of City and County
Schools. :

gifts to the Home such as canned
fruit, vegetables and other things that
can be used in

keep “ppen house” for a week and the |

citizeps of the ecounty are fhvited to
cdll any time during the week. - The
{ building is & great improvement over
i'g;,;p'lt__! éne and hag many move nib-

o&h_ﬂ_:y"ha\re redson to feel proudiof
;l:iir.new'county Home,

KIWANIANS HAVE
_ -:CHRISTMAS MEET

The program put on by ‘he Ki-
wanis Club at its megting at the Caro
Aust Friday pight¥includ-

e

¥

jecalled on S. J. Husketh, chairman
_the committee appointed at the pre-
‘vious meeting, to have charge of the
|wm=l: of purchasing and distributing
Christmas presents to more than 200
_children in Sanford and Lee County,
to make report of what had been
dene. His report showed that the
committee was busy preparing to
play. Santa Claus to a large number
of .children. Dr. J, F. Foster, presi-
| dent-elect, also reported the work of
3 joint eommittee that assisted in
this.work. All were highly pleased
at the idea of the club making &
large number of children happy dur-
ing the Yuletide.

e program closed with a shert
talk by W. C. York on Christmas,
Mr. York made one feel like he want-
ed to be a child again and hang up

|

| his stocking in anticipation of a visit
from Santa Claus Christmas eve.

SHERIFF WHITE
GETS TWO STILLS
New Sheriff Gets Down To Busi-

ness By Capturing Two
Blockade Stills.

Sheriff Ernest White had hardly
taken the oath of office when he ¢pen
:'ed up on the blockaders and is letting
it be known that he will show them

have expressed grave doubt as to the no quarter, He went on a rgid Mop- A&

Iday and captured a galyanized gtill
of 40 to 50 gallons capacity over
jnear Little River. Tt had been in
operation, all the material worked yp
and .the liguor moved away. The
blockader was not present when the
sheriff arrived upon the scene. Sheriff
Sheriff White, Deputy Sherjff
Henry Poe and J. M. Thomas made a
raid between Osgood and the river
‘Weihiésday morning and ca
galvanized drum outfit of about 50
‘gallons capacity. The still had been
in -operation, butino one was present

adl |at the time the officers made the rald.

ey found no material at the still
gs it'had all been worked up and
garried ‘away. The still was destroy-

A

CARD OF THANKS

We wish to express our thanks for
the many deads of kindness shown us
during the illness and death of our
beloved fathen,

The Family of the late
James M. Brannon,

Superintendent of Public Welfare of
the county in which he. intends resid-

& 0pon condition he be of good be-
‘havior and engage in gainful em-

oyment.
reserve the right to rev

red )

the Greater University, was to have

: Hpme. They will addressed the two clubs at this meef«

ing, but on acconnt of the death of a
- unable - to il
aﬁ

 was @ great

near- relative he wa
‘the engagement,
TWo:

bsj-but Mr. House Pproved: as*

conveniences. - The people of the mighty good substitute. He first paid

Dr. Gfahafi/a beautiful tribute and
‘tht e his association with him
he had d¥aWn great inspiration from
'him. “He is gne of the great men of
+his generation,” said the speaker, He
said he was the Son of Scotch parents,
born in Fayetteville and ,w
Charlotte, Mr. Houge told of
work'as one of :
of his' day,

|

and

of
| e

Democracy.” He first emphasized
ithe importance of cooperation among
:the people in the spiritual or religious
| activities of life. He said we were
dodging here and there trying to find
‘some way out and that in our strug-
gle for existence we had made a new
discovery, that the way to solve the
great problem was to, make religion
the supreme thing. He emphasized
religion as chief of the fundamentals:
that we shoyld look to God, the Fath«
ér, Christ the Son and the Holy
Spirit for guidance. He said there
was something reiten in the hearts
of th#pebpfe or the world would nob
B&*in -thig shape.

Politically speaking the speaker
ajd thdt we had slipped away from

8

'| our mdorings and that we should get

back to democratic principles; that
class domination was not in keeping
with the spirit that should obtain
|among the masses. In conclusion
Myr. House discussed at some length
the subject of education. He said
that education was a growth of the
Imincl and that we could not afford to
Ineglect the tra’ning of the young peo-
ple for the responsibilities of life. He
saw danger in curtailing the work of
the schools and colleges for the sake
lof accumulating money. His speech
i made a good impression and was
'given close attention by all who

4

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. D. H.
Gpoper Christmnas Day were Misges
'Dixie and Elsje Cooper, Autryville;
L. M. Cooper, Jr., Pittsboro; Mr. and
‘Mrs. L. B, Moore and children, Bar-
hara, Lewis, Jr., and Claire, of Fu-
quay Springs; Mr. and Mrs. McDon-
ald Davis and daughter, Miss Virginia
and son, MeDonald, Jr., of Clinton;

'apd Mrs, Curtis Thompson. Miss
Virginia and McDonald Davis were
with them until Tues_day.

TANTALIZER

properly grrenged spell th
names of two persons in San-
ford.  If the persons whose
name§ are represented by the
group of letters decipber their
own names and bring copies of
this paper to The Express Offige -
before next <Wednesday night,
to each of them will be given a
freé ticket admitting - them {0
the show st the Temple Theatre
Thursday night.

This wesk's Tantalizer:

OF PLAIN LIVING"
SAYS R. B. HOUSE:

Kivekly ke s B v

Heing, Jr., president of the noﬁf; i

Dr. Frank P. Graham, president of =

pointment 6, the memberg. of the.

three effﬁ"rei on ucaﬂ <
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