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=1 'the purpose of mote effective fire

i “Graud” Flaza, It hav-
n deemed mecessary  to
sergeant-major was sent hack: ;or'
me companies of the First Missis-
mp{;_ whitch had ' remained behind,
@ returned *Itglnmhhmgntﬂsf
e enemy was behind us; tha
gwopa pe had been wil‘hd_m\_r_lf,iﬁ;

af it was safer to re-
been with irawn—to
streets where we were
liuble to be fired on by - artillery,
and- neross open grounds, where cav-
‘y night be expectod to attack us:
ders came from thé general-in-chief,
and we were bonud fo .gbey them.
80 we made  dispositions fo vekire.
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uietly, but, in Emn ' the. first.
2qum ws found that our movement
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3| tery of artillery was posted to com-
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street.  The arrangement
mvadgll;'y we was that T should ' go
first; if only one gon was fired at
me, then aucther man shoald" fol-
law;and soon, Another and another,
eé‘:houlﬂ: be fired, and
i ‘theni should rush rapid-
1y across before the guns: could” be

.|veloaded. - In this mannerthe men

got neross with littleloss. . We then

| made our way to the superb, where
| we found that an officer of infantry

campanies and a section o
artillery, had bean
us, and in case

to wait
emergency to
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Gen: Ampu-
manding the

exican force,
asked for a .con-
: to capitulation.
Gen. Taylor acceded fo the p i-

: _"goﬁimd appointed Gen. Worth; Goy.

enderson and myself commission=
ers-to arrange the terms of capitula-
tion. -Gen. Taylor received t e_git.{

fel’ﬁa!’ﬂh supplies, muc

by his arn nqja ter for

the wounded, ‘Thb. enemy . gained
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‘take by any one of the

mtered into un

sure of the treaty of Montery meant
arch into the interior of Mexi-

other thing required was |
n of field pieces to take
Lthe place of the old Ringgald? hat-|
tery, which by Iaﬂgedsmica had be-
come honey-com “When al]

, |arrangements were nearly comple-

ted, it was decided to send ,Gen
Beott, with diseretionary powers,
which enabled him to tale - nearly
all tho tried troops Gen: Taylor hiad,
incly even the engineer then
employed in the construction of @
Co'!{-'hnﬁ the battery of now guns

to replace the old ones, which were

deemed no longer safe,- bot. which,
tinder the intrepid Capt. N
|terwards did servicein the bat-
tle of Buena Viata, - R
Gen. Taylor, with the main' body|
of his army, went to Vietoria, B-nz
there made arrangements to send
them  all to' report to  Gen.
Scott, at Vera Cruz, except the
small force he considereéd entitled to

Hliis uir escord on his  route back o

Montery th h - an  unfriendly|
obpla, . That oseott consisted of

people. - That oeor
ibatbery of light ,n::lxclller o

ol e+ s
of Missimipyi dmeoong,nm “With these
he proceeded to Montery and Saltil-
o gua Nueva, where he
"B S K commanding

of the action which had Been taken

P*lin  stripping @en. Taylor of his|

forces; and was also informed that
only a handfal 5!15

he had at Saltillo on
volusiteers, which could  be
my. ~Thus assured,

E: ‘the Rio Grande, Santa Anna
vanced upon Vi |

-~ “Gen, ﬁ'ﬂf

Agua Neéva
or retired tothe Angos-
tora Pass, in front_of the Aecienda
of Buena Vista, and there made his
dispositions to receive the anticipa-
ed attack, Assage ag lic wis brave,
his dispositions were made as  well
as the small forces at his command
made it possible. After two days
of bloody fighting Gen. Santa An-
na-retired before this little force,
the greater part of which hid never
before been underfire. . -

The encounter with the enemy
was very bloody. = The Mississi
Finng_ lost many of their best men,
or ench of whom, however, they
slew several of the ememy. ~For
trained  marksmen, they never
tonclied the tri withont hnvinﬁ
Al ¢ through both s, au
bload The ifastry sastast o

e in whom
the advance was made was driv-
en back, but the cavalry then mov-
ed bo get in the rear of the Missis-
sippians, and thisinvolved the fie-
cessity of falling back t6~ where th
plain was narrow, so as to have
ravine on each flank. *
--An this position the second dems
onstration of the enemy's
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8i ﬁ:ﬂs until an aide cameand call-
ef m the, other side of the ravine,
whiﬁlﬁhé'@@!ld:adt pass, that Gen
Taylor wanted support to come as
s00n a8 hrom’blsfm' he ﬁ;ﬁoﬁ of
the artillery on the right flank. Phe
outlarmnr m ly:lﬁeyadntm
le-quick, although the distance must
ave been nearly a mile, ' They
ey S
ines upon the “batteries of Capt.
Brsxé?:]! \gg and the section of
h;)ll?v-ﬁ : y. George H.

- he Mississippians came
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of recovering the eoun:? Federal G
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with a
thich it

by was
that Gen,

ad passed [throngh

the foot, leaving in the wound bro-
ken bones and !0:'052 ‘matter,
which the delay had made it i mpos-
sible then to extract|, In © couse-
L quenice I bad-to - return -home on
‘erafches, = '
Iu the' meanti
Mississippi had died and.the Gover-
Lappoiated we his suecessor.
re: Iy rehlrn home President
Polk had also appeinted me Briga-
pointment whigh I declined on the
gronund that volunteers are’ militia,
and thaf the Constitution ‘reserved
o the Btates the. appointment of all
llnﬁjtm oﬂiner;.&iﬂ 'lgglsh wa;d in 1847.
n January, 1848, the' Mississippi
Legislatore-unanimously elected me
“United States Bendtor for tha rest of
the unexpived berm, and in 1850 I
was re-elected for the full term as
my own successor: - In the United
Btates Senate I ywas Chairman of the
Military Committee, and 1 also took
an active part in the debates on the
Compromise measures of 1850, fre-
: ‘Benator Donglas,
of Tilinois, in his #heory of squatter

=i sovereignty, and Advocating, as a

means of paeifiention, the exfension
‘of the Missouri‘Compromise line to
the Pacific.. When the question was
‘presented bo Mississippi as to wheth-
er the Btate should nequiesce in the
compromise legislation of - 1850 or
,&%:ther..lt shquld join . the other
Sonthern States in a “oavention: to
deeide as tothe best contse to pursue
in view of the threatened usurpations
of the Federal Govefﬁ_hm&ho advo-
Bcshed nemgention of the Bouthern
| Btafes, with a view to sueh co-oper-
ation as might effectually'check the
exercise of the - constructive powers,
the parent of despoti y - the
overn 2|

The canvass for Governor com-
' sandidate of
8 by his op-

menced that year, The
the Dmn:-m{ic ty |
ponents rep d tothold extreme
opinions—in other vds, to be a
disnnionist, For, although he was
a man of high charagter and had
served the conntry well in and
war, this supposition wasso artfully
cultivated that, thongh the Demo-
cratic party was ‘estimated to be
about eight thousand' in majority,
when the election oecarred in Sep-
tember the - Democratic candidates
for & convention were defeated by a

jority of over, seven thousand,
the Demoecratic |candidate for
Governor withdrew,

The election for Governor was to
o_uc:u: ::‘kljo“m:ubar..ud T was m“ifd
on - vacanted by
the candidate wfm_ withdrawn
h e BF B o

ope, especi as my heal
been impaired by ldﬁl{s in the Sum-
mer canyass, and thers was not time

before the approaching election to
make such apgmvm:. a8  would be

{meeded to reform the ranks of the

Democracy, However, as a duty to

{the party I accepted the position,

and niade as active 4 campaign as
ﬁmﬁ pa‘:%gitked; Wit% 1.:1];6 result that
emajority egainst the - party was
mhm to 'Teal than onep‘::ndred.
From this time T remained engaged
in quiet farm labors until the nom-
ination of Franklin Pierce, when - [
gmg&ough-xvmh}lT election,
‘having formed avery high ‘opinion
him as astatesman and a pagriot,
fﬂobﬂaﬂaﬁma of him in 1887
and 1888, when he wus in the United
States Senate.
« On his election as President I be-
‘eame a-member of his Cabinet; fill-
ing thaoffice of Secretary of War
during his entire term.
* During these four years I pro-
posed the introduction of  camels
or setvice on the Western 'Qll!p?
usuggestion which was adopted.
ulgo introduced an improved system

{of 'ia?num' tactics; effected the sub-

L stitution of iron for wood
‘earriages; secured rifled muske

il -gupe
ts and

od. | yiftes and the use of Minie balls,

d advocated ‘heincrense of the de-
08 of the sea coast by heavy
andthe use of large grain-
r!.. S i ing — - -
hi oin the Benate I had advo-
a8 wmilitury necessity “ind s

-o-f-— réserving the Paeific

r " w - -
ene-lsbruction _of a military. _railway |distinetions, - Adl-aspirations; - am-

Union, the eon=

la Senator of |;
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| I was put in , charge of
the surveys of the various Toutes
proposed. Perhaps for a similar
reason—my previous

: ; e
tary of War,

the extension of the
Capitol. -

° The administration of Mr. Pierce
presents thesingle instance of an ex-
abive whose Cabinet witnessed no

age of person during the whole

During the ﬁiicl;?it{l.hf tlrﬂa’,aﬂom-
to extend the - Missounri Cem-

: wﬁhm&%ﬂm

al- Ipromise line to the Pacific was early

put on the ground that there was no
eonstitutional authority to legislate
elavery into or out of any, territory,
which was in fact and seeming in-
tent a repudiation of the Miesouri
Compromise; and it was so ‘treated
i the Kansas-Nebraska bill,

Suabsequently, Mr. Do the
advocate of what was called squat-
ter-sovereignty, insisted -upon the
rights of thefirst immigrants -into
the “terrifory to deecide upon the
question whether migrating citizens
‘might take their slaves with™ them;
which meant;if it meant = anything,
that Corgress zonld authorize a few
settlers fo do what it was admitted
Congress itself conld not do. But
oukb of this bill' arcse a. diseussion

pi | which finally divided the Demoeratic

E'&rtg, and caused its defeat in the
residential election of 1860.

And from this empty, bascless
theory grew the Iliad of our direst
woes, P ;

- When Congress met, in the fall
of 1860, I was appointed one of a
Benate Committee of Thirteen o ex-
amine and réport on some”practical
adjustment of the controversies
which then threatened the dissolu-
tion of the Union. I at first asked
to be excused from the Committee,
but at the solicitation of = fijends
agreed to serve,avowin - will-
ingmess to n&t S
avert the impending struggle. The
o £ s PO o iOnE
‘ ivisions
the Benate: the igh: “of
the South, the Radieals of the North,
and the Northern- Democrats, with
% me_mbeﬁwho geuli not acknowl-
himself as belongi to an
'oné of the three divisioﬁlx:lﬁ}{r. Crii;{
teiden, an old-time Whig, and the
ongmal mover of the Compromise
Resolations. When the Committee
met it was that, unless some
measure which would receive the
support of the majority of each of
the three divisions m{d be  devised,
it was useless to thake any report;
and; after many days of anxions dis-
cussion and & multiplicity' of propo-
sitions, thrugh the gouthenn States
rights men and the Northern Demo-
cratsand the Whig, Mv. Crittenden,
could frequentl they conld
never get a majority of the “North-
ern icals to unite with them in
any substantive proposition. Finally,
the Committee reported their failure
to find anything on which the divi-
sionscould unite. Mr. Douglas, who
was a ember of the Committee,
defiantly challen the Northern
Radicals to tell what they wanted.
m had refused everything, he
.h t.tll:l.tht;l:ne{l::nughl; to be w‘illl-
ing to tell what they proposed to do.
.. n o?:diﬂly iﬂmtha e:i that
ississippi passed the ordinance
utueel:%n, I took formal leave -of
the SBenate, announcing for the last
time the opinions I'hadso often ex-
pressed as to the Btate. sovereignty,
and, as a consequenee of it, the right’
of a State to withdraw _its delegated

wers. Before I reached home I

ad been appointed by the Conven-|
tion of Mississippi commander-in-
chief of its army, with the rar> of
Major-Gteneral, and T at ones pro-
ed with the task of organisation.
Iwent to my home in Warren
county in order to pr for what
I believed was to be a long and se-
vere struggle. SBoon a messenger
came from the Provisional Cenfed-
erate Congress at Montgomery,
bringing the unwelcome notice that |
I had been elected Provisional Pres-
ident of the Confederate States. But,
reluctant as T was to accapt the
honor, and cirefully as I 'had tried
to prevent the probability of . it, in
the cireumstances of ‘the country I
could not refuse it; and I was inaun-

rated at Montgomery, Feb. 18,

fgﬁl, with Alexander H. Stephens,
of Georgin, as Vice-President.
.. From this time to the fall of the
Confederate Government -my life
Was of the history of the Con-
federacy fnd_ of the war between the
States. , It is impossible, thetefore,
to follow it in detail.

In: the selection of a Cubinet I
was relieved from a difficulty which®
surronnds that :_iuta b{a_‘t_hq__ Presi-
dent of the Uuited Btates; fur there
were no “séctions” and ne “party”

tlie.gontinent: nud, aa -Beore-
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| bitions and interests hud been merg-

‘any sacrifice -to |,

Lum “who volunteered to aeco

. 3
ed in s t desire for Cq%
in ndence, 5

federate
‘In my in :
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action in the|ed that

Benate—I also i of
on of the United - Siaton]

epmuut alltl:‘uroﬁn;i;thdﬁe
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BOEAF Chastiaton, and the atihikupt

to throw reinforecements into that |«

fort—thns doublybreaking a ldﬁ
that matters s be kept in stal
quo—constituted the occasion as
well as the justifieation of the open-
ing of fire upon Fort Sumter. Speed-
ily following this event came the
€all for a large army by Mr. Lincoln
and the secession n! ot{;er Southern
States as the consequonce of this un-
mistakable pnrpoge.of coercion.

Virginia, which had led in the
effort, by a Peace Conference, to av-
ert National ruinin, when she saw
the Constitution disregarded and the
purpose to compel free States by
mihitary force o submitto arbi-
trary power, passed an- Ordinanceof
Becession, and joined the Confeder-
ate States. )
" Bhortly after this as anthorized hy
the Provisional Congress, I removed
the Confederate capital from Mont-
gomery to Richmond.

Among the many indications of
goodwill show when on my way to
and aftermy argval at Richmond
was the purchase of a very fine resi-
dence in Richmond, by leading citi-
zens. [twas offered as a present;
but, following a rule that had gov-

ed my action in all such cases, I
declined to aecept il. I continued
to live in Richmond until the Con-
federate forces were compelled to
withdraw from the defences of the
cafital.

Lhat event was nof guite unexpec-
ted, but it occurred before the con-
ditions were fulfilled under which
1. contemplated retreat. Af-
ter Gen. Lee was forced to surrender
and Gen. Johnsow' consented . to do
80, [ started, with a very few of the
. $0 Sosompiiny
me, for the trans-Mississippi; but
hearing on the road that marauders
were pursuing my family, whom I
had not seen since they left Rich-
mond, but knew to be en route to
the Florida cost;1 changed my direc-
tion, and, after a long ‘and hard ride
o by s fobbing pary: Togioe thom

y & ng . To give them
Vil Torbetin & hanid
with them for several days, until in
the nai{hbnrhmd of Irvimville, Ga.,
when I supposed I could safely
leave them. But, hearing, about
nightfall, that a party of marauders
we.;e to attack t.]tlle camp bt:nt night
and supposing them to illaging
deserters Emrl.'.g both armies l:md that
the Confederates wonld listen to me
I awaited their coming, lay down in
my travelling clothes and fell asleep.
Late in the night my eolored coach-
man aroused me with the intelli-
genee that the camp was attacked,
and I stepped out of the tent where
my wife and children were sleeping,
and saw at 013(:3 that the asssailants
were troops loying around the
emampl!::ent. !i so informed Rj
wife, who me to . -
ter some h;rigt:sion lwm, and
& servant womian started with me

ing & bugket as if going to the

i for water. One of the sur-
mlmﬁn troops ordered me bo halt
and demanded my surrender. I ad-
yanced towards the trooper, throw-
ing off a shawl which my wife
ﬁ put over my shoulders. The
}&-}gar aimed his carbine, when n;ﬁ

, who witnessed the ack, rush
forward and threw her arms aronnd
me, thus ' defeating my intention,
which was, if the trooper missed his
aim, to try to unhorse him and es-
cape with his horse. Then, with
jevery species of pefty pillage and
offensive exhibition, 1 was tuken
from point to point until incarger-
ated in Fortress Monroe. There I
was iniprisoned for two years before
being allowed the privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus.®

*For a fuller account of my arrest
seg statements of United Stafes Sen-
ator n; W. R. Johnston, Pres-
ident Tulane Uniyersity; F. R. Lnb-
rock, Treasurer of Texas; B. N. Har-
rison,. Esq., of New York City, all
eye witnesses. e

At length, when the writ was fo
be issued, the rondition was imposed
by the Federul Exeécutive that there
ugm_.gld be bopdsmen influential in
the " “Republican™ , party
North, Mr. Greeley being spsclauo{
named. Entirely as a matter o
justice and legsl right, not from.
motives of personal regavd, Mr,

eminent Northern citizens
'.m:i bond, - ;
‘from Fortress

Canada, where my older.

went on

nroe,

of the{,

T
wood, who were divi

| procéedings «
urk. i, 4

“After abouta year's i
Canada. T went to England
my family under an arrange :
that T was to have sixty days® notice
whmleei_;ler- the Uﬂ;lﬂ'ﬁ‘éw"- Court
required my' presence. After baing
abroad in England and on the Con
tinent’ ghout a year I received
offer of an appointment ns :
of a life i ' pany.
Thereupon I returned to this couti=
try and wentto Memphis and, toock"
charge of the Company. Subse-
gi:_ently_l came to tha-Gu{f Coast of

ississippi, as a quiet place where
could prepare my work on 0
Rise and Full of the Confederate
Government,”* A friend from her
infancy, Mrs. Dorsey shared her
home with me, and “subsequently
gold to me her property of Beauvoir,
an estate of five or six hundred acres -
aboat midway between Mobile amd
New Orleans. Before I'had .f:iilz J
paid for this estate Mys. Dorsey :
leaving me her sole 'legates. From
the Spring of 1876 to the Autumn
of 1879 1 devoted myself to the
duction of the historical work
mentioned. Ttis an octavo book im =
twovolumes of about seven hundred
pages each. I havealso from time
to  time contrihuﬁ essays fio the
Narth American Review and Bels
ford’s Magazine, and have_justicom-
Elet.ed the manuseript of “A Bhort

istory of the Confederate Btates of
America,” which - i§ expected fo ap~
pear early in 1890,

Sincesettling at Beauvoir I haveper
sistently refused to take any  active’
part_in politics, no merely beeause
of my disfranchisement, {ut from
a belief that such labors could nob
bemade to'conduce to the public
good, owing tothe seotional il-
ities manifested against me since the
war.  For the same reason I have
also refused - to be a candidate for
Eubiic office, although it is well

nown that I could at any time have
been re-elected a Benator of the
United States.

I have been.twice married, the
second ‘time beibgin 1844, to a
daughter of Wm. B. -Howell,
Natchez a son of Gov. Howell, of
New Jersey. She has borne  me six
children—four sous and two daugh-
ters. My sons are all dead; my
daughters survive. The elder is Mra
Hayes, of Colorado Springs, Col.
and the mother of four chrildren;
My youngest duughter lives with us
at Beauvoir, Miss. Born in the last
year of the war, she beeame famil-
1arly knownm as “the daughter of the
Confederacy.” Jerrersox Davis.

Beauvoir, Miss. November, 1889.

G““The BiBBt’ and Fl%lw of‘;thfu" e
overnment,” e h YOI, 11, §

my life at ﬂﬁma Monroe; **“The
Prison Life of Jefferson Davis” by De, ™
&l‘ftl!: J.Craven. New York: I

GENERAL NEWwWS.

It is estimated that there have
been 300,000 divorees ‘in the United
States in twenty years. ;

At a meeting of the German rail- .
road gociety at Berlin, Prof. @Geor-
ing said that Germany ought to-
adopt the American system of rail-
way cars, which makes reading and .
writing possible. - Ha  denounced
the present German style of travel-
ing as torbure. S,

Postmaster Van Cott is endeavor-
ing Yo establish the system of ‘eols
lecting the mails in New York City,
by carts. .

In the Virginia House of Dele-
gates a bill has been introduced pro~
viding for the punishment- of petit.
1arceuf by-the infliction of g
The bill proposes” that ‘the"
shall not exceed tweenty in
day, and not over twenbynine,
limib und_;;e tbehf.o}d-'u
regimé; Thew post:
in " Virginin as w&

Was  re

-

1870, and inig
as & punishment for
The etiminal mcooidl 2

Greeley, Mr. Qerrit Smith and other |ment,

.;”‘““m_. '




