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his woild_is
strangely, and -sonie-
jparently ‘so unnecessarily

;83 to: utterly eonfound

does it mm? - T!:;e an-
£ physical science is easy
c'tImP Iﬂ. ;o It is this:
is dithier “worn
~ clogged by congestion, or broken by
___,sﬁgxnhl"it?i,tﬁ_ancﬁ.;aﬂ& top work-

ing; and i{# vital force ceasing, it

~smmediately begins to decay and
WH"i'eéﬁlvéﬂ'inbo_lta original

constituents anty disap-
pars, - All this is a-lmatt?"l‘ gf dialy
- obs ion; So familiar that every
ob“mm'&lt; and yet, alike to the
. ghild as to the sage, there is an “in-
saperable and passionate ‘desire {o
know what it all means.  That it

" has a meaning; the universal human
- conscience testifles; that this mean-
ing reaches far nd the mere
Physical phenomeilon,” the naked

* savage and the wisest seholar agree,
?;Mb&erialist' a_ﬁech to deny

2.
T ; )
this ulterior meaning, bub ‘when

wament for immortality he is driven
the cuve over whose gloomy en-

_trance is written Agnosco—"1 don’t
know.” They who seek ge
there are those who demand proof

- of all things, and who are, therfore,
 without faith as to_anything: ".Eo
them the ddtldration of Job, . ‘I
know thit my Redeender liveth,

" and of Puul, *T know in whom I
" have bélieved;” dre mere rhetorical

by sssions of religions fervor, un-
:xpm by an alg:i!ﬁqianf._pm::f of
. knowlédge of thie facts alleged, and

are; therefore; valueless as -state-
“mentg of truths. e
5 Tk iscertainly right to. disclaim
— o ﬂh’.l}t’zﬁ we really do not
_possess-—to, say-frankly thiat we do
- ot ﬁ now; when we do not know—
_buib it is 4 virdinal maxim, even in
- human government, that “‘ignor-
: H‘neﬂ"ﬂ! thie law excuseth no nan;
~ and whed, in, addition to iguorauce
“of the law, a man shuts his eyes to
" gl most palpable fucts, it can hard-
<1y avail kil a8 un excuse to say, “I
el ﬂ:m‘t-know._“ -
Every child knows thut death - is
£in the world, aud very emly discov-
/ ers that evéry living thirgs subject
‘£o death, - It'is.accépted as a matter
- of conrse that we sh;]l die; and yet,
* ‘whenever death strikesnear us we
e :tart.lvd into a realization of- ibs
‘profound 'mrysteriousness, and the
old, old question is suggested, “If a
mun die, shall he live again?” The
answerof the Materialist, already re-
“farred to, ist modest one, and sounds
better and niore polite than the
blunt “No" that used to be given.
. Perhaps it means the same thing,
"~ bubib nplpem 5 to be merely non-com-
' “ittal, elothed, as it is, in some
" such phraseolgy as this.  “Really,
S Eigmi. . couldn't  say,
never saw anyone live again af-
“ter dying, and never knew any per-
““gon who had. ‘T do not say it is im-
" possible, but I have no knowledge
" on the subject; { don’t know."
~1f the testimony of scripture as
to the Redurrection of Jesus is
mentioned, the reply is that it will
not stand the test of eritical analy-
~sis which scholarship has applied to
" it, or that, as Hume said, it was like
 wny other miracle—incapable of
- proof by any amount of testimony.
. One strange thing about the
whle matter is, that vien should
~consider it with no riore -m_&g;gﬁi
~ “apparently, than any other Eg 8i
problem when the trath is ¢ up-
. n;uf 1ang all th of man-

£
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grave r
nity,.
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sternity, then  indeed is
o & mockery; and a conviction of
Gf‘.ﬁ:co! that proposition in eve-
W Td would wre | |
sworld and reduce fhe race to the)

veck the moral

: veat condition of  sav \ f
hinno saio ha can  eaterlala a
._ u“‘- [ Iy

there f__%?hy‘thdl‘,umd

pressed with the multrtudinous ar-|

b nd make that linit the momens,

ghilosnph y of Aristotle: “The fun-
amental iduas of modern science
are as branscendental as any of the
axioms i-ancient philosophy.”

men of science do not
‘tend that, even in what' are ¢
the exact sciences, more than a

; mﬂwima&éy aceurate results are ob-
| twined, and they are ohliged to ad-
| mit that ntany of their postulates

do not rest on useertained facts, but
are mere creabures of the  scientific
imagination, They are pure as-
‘sumptions, and ‘these assumptions
have been continually changed as
further kiowledgze lms been ac-

quired, :
. Ifit be said that, although science
believes midlfy things that are be-
yond the reath of the senses, still
she only deals with such things as
are conceivable, whereas religion re-
quires belief in matters which are
utterly incomprehensible and incon-
céivable, the reply is that this isnot
true, so far.as scienceis coneerned.
Bhe believes for ipstance in the
foree of gr:wif.i, which is not only
ineonceivable, but as the great Far-
aday says, involves “inconceivable
inconsistencies.” She asserts that
matter was unereated; that there
never was a tinte when it did not
exist, and that it is indestrucible;
and she speaks confidently-of force
always isting in  unchanged
quanty; &e.—and there is not one
of these things that is not absolute.
Iy inconceivable. ~ They are beliefs
and nothing more.  They involve,
too, the very same ideas for faith in
which religion is accused of unreas-
ouableness, namely, the immaterial,
the infinite and eternal. The mo-
ment that science gets beyond what
is known, it ceases to be science,
and becomes speculation or rieta-
physies. :
ﬂ_ ow, death is a tremendons fact
in‘'the economy of nature, and this
fact of death itself powerfully pre-
sents the ider of the duality of flesh
and spirit. b irresistibly forces the
conclusion  that the ~ animating
principle—bhe something that gave
energy, force, vitality to the now
inert and senseless body—hasleft it
and that this severance of connec-
tion between them—this absence of
the vitaliziug force—has produced
the awful change in the material
part. Its disuppearance from our
sensible perception is not proof that
it has ceased to exist, noris it pos«
sible to prove it, or even to flnd any
—the slightest—evidence of its de-
struction. The simple truth is that
death, in its relation to the spiritual
part of man,(s not & possible sub-
ject of scientific investigation, as
such, may very justly say, in regard
to that relation, Agnosco—*1. don't
know.” But, as the possessor of
that faculty, for which the evolu-
tionist has never yet found- a place
in hus system—econscience—and with
those other phenomena which be-
long to the mental or spiritual
world as a basis of inference, he is
not justified in saying that he is
withont any evidence upon which
to rest a conclusion, Certainly he
does not know, as a fact ascertained
by experience, that a man lives after
death, and so likewise, he does not
know, a8 a fact, that one in one hun-
dred of the postalates of physical
science is true. :
This argument leaves out of view
both the evidence of Scripture and
all those striking analysis’ of nature
80 well used by ﬁiahop Butler. The
latter are not considered, becanse in
"Butler's day seience admitbed, or
was supposed to admit, a God of
Nature Eut denied & Uod of Revela-
tion, while now it recognizes neith-
er, but substitute force and matter,
My attempt is to meet the' Material-
ist on hisown gruond. He suys that
thought—the mind—is the result of,
and inseperably connected with the
structure of the brain—thatit is, in
a Word, a mere manifestation of a
certain forni and combination of
L miatter; and by way of illustration,
he cites the absence of if in an idiot,
‘or person with a diseased or injured

~0¢ | brain; butinasmuch as he also in=
gists that the matter of the brain,|

Iike all other matter, is indestructi-
ble, why shonld this manifestation
of 1k, which he calls the wmind per-
ish? _He also insists that evolution
i8 the law of Nature; that there is
alI:'liﬁ of being.
@ presume -

fix o limit to the io.ul'g'exhh«neeé
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-|House of Kepresentatiy
Cheatham, now in the Honse: Hen-

the process by which this conclu-
sion. is reached, is so nncertain as to
justify science in saying, in regard
to it, Agnoséo-*1 don®
Thé mau of science knows that mat-
ter cannot be destroyed, but whether
thé soul, if it exists, does or does not
cease its ezistence -when - the body
dies, he “realy cannot™ say.” The
fruth is, thut he veally knows as
mueh (or aslittle) of the immortal-
ity of the one as of the otlier. He
also knows that his personal happi-
ness, or thaf of others, is not all-de-
pendent npon- the indestructibility
of matter, While the establishment
in every mind of a convietion that
the soul dies with the hody, wonld
produce moral chaos in the world.
Of course I speak only of the Mate-
rialist; pure and simple; who is a fit
yoke—fe[l’low of the bLlind religionist
and bigoted fanatic to wlom all
science alﬁ‘ears to be inimical to re-
ligion. e number of each - class
is small, and will not probably, in-
crease in dudue proportion.

The great mass of humanity, en-
lightened or ignorant, have abiding
convition, an inborn consciousness,
that every soul is endued with the
3uality of immortality, and that

eath 1s a mere usher—albeit a most
solemn and mysterious one—who
heralds our entrance into larger
mansions.  The consciousness is en-
tirely independent of any external
evidence, furnished either by Seript-
ure or Nature. Its existence has
been denied, and the cuse of a cer-
tain savage tribe, who had no con-
ception of a supreme heing, or of the
immortality of the soul; h#s heen
cited to disprove the universality of
the idea; but a thorough investiga-
tion of the facts has been made, and
it appearéd that with this tribe, as
with the rest of mankind, in all
yand in every land,-the idea, al-
though of the rudest kind, had its
place. Thereis no way to explain
such a phenomenon, except by a
process unreeognized by physical
science. It existsas a fact in  ho-
man experienee; however, and be-
ing a fact, it onght to be accounted
for. It is, too, perhaps the only
idea, not based upon material e:-
periment, whichis- common to all
mankind. There are all sorts of
cuneegtious of a.Supreme Being,
and of the conditions of a future
life, but, that there is a fubure
life of some kindis a fundamental
irradicable human belief, which has
always existed and which must “al-
ways exist. The discussion of it be-
gan with the dawn of reason; 1t
was a favorite theme with the ‘ear-
liest philosophers of whom we have
any knowledge, and the libraries of
the world are full of books about it.
*This believing instinct,” says one
who wrote exhaustively on the sub-
ject of a future life; “this believing
mstinet, so deeply seated in -our
consciousness—natural, innoceit,
universal—whence came it, and why
was it given? . There is hut one
fair answer.” And elsewhere the
same writer says: “Man is the
lonely and sublinie Columbus of the
creation, who, wandering in this
Spanishistrand of time, sees drifted
waifts and strange portents borne
far from an unknown somewhere,
causing him to helieve in another
world.  Comes 'not  death, as/
a ship, to bear him thit.]:er?“
Science. may, and probably will
modify religions Imlie?s in fu-
ture, asit certainly hasin the past,
but it can'never destroy the faith
of mankind in the immortality of
the soul, It does not wish to do so;
but on the contrary, will rejoice in
continueing to be “instrumental in
enlarging men’s views of the uni-
verse, and thus failth in the infinite
| wisdom and goodness of the' Crea-
tor, who eéntertwined. inlo their
very being the assured consciousness

of.a fubure life,

! A, M. WADDELL.

e —————
1. C. Price, of Salishury,isthe Big-
gest. S

§t. Lowis Globe-Dem, }
Who are the ten greatest men of

thenegro race which the United
States has produced? J. H. M.

Probably the men most worthy of
this designation are Benjamin: Ban-
neker, the astronomer, Fredrick |
Douglass, Bishop Turner, P. B, 8,
Pinch

back, ex-Governor of Louisi-
ana; B. ki:Bruee and John R.
'Lynch, The former of whom served

in the Senate and

{ater as - Register
Lof the}Treasury

iry, and the Iamt?

" Highlind

H.J

Garnett and C.
lomats, and

t know!"|

{shall be two years.

THE SUE-"REASU

¥ Would bre Injurious
Mr. W. R. Davie,

ia following
review of the bill urgel by the Far-
mers’ Alliances. = ; ¥
I have jusc read a copy of Senate
'bill 2806, entitled “*A bill to. estab-
lish a system of agricultural deposi-
tories for the accommodation of

farmers and planters and for other

urposes,” introduced (by reqnest)
)y Senator Vance of &Iurth Caro-
lina,

The bill proposes to  inaugurate
what is known as the sub-Treasury
scheme, and as it has been endorsed
by the county and sub-alliances in
this Btate, and presumably in others
it may be will to call the attention
of our farmer friends and the public
gener>lly to its most extrannlina‘ry
provisions, its tendency and effeci,
[t provides that there may be estab-
lished in édeh county of cach State
in the United States agricaltural
depositories or warehonses, which
shall be under the control of the
United States Treasury Department,
upon compliance with the follow-
ing conditions.

PROVISIONS OF THE BILL.

First. When it shall be duly
certified by the onth or affirmation
of the clerk and sheriff of the coun-
ty that'the avernge pross amount
per unnuin of cottou, wheat, corn,
oats and fobacco producel and' sold
in the county for the preceding two
years exceeds the sum of $500,000 at
current prices in said county at that
time. ;
Second. I'rovides that upon the
petition of 100 or more citizens of
said county, and the donation of
lands for site it - shall hecome the
duty of the Secretary of the Treus-
ury to establish a United States ag-
ricural depository in such county,
and appoint a manager of seme,
The manager to give such bond as
the Secretary of the Treasury “may
require, and shall receive us a salur
for his service not less than $1,000
and not more than $2,500, to be de-
termined by the Secretary —in pro-
portion to the business of his depos-
ibory.
Section 2. That any owner of
cotton, wheat, corn, oats or tobacco
may deposit the same in the deposi-
tory nedrest the point ofits produc-
tion and receive therefor (presuma-
bly from the manager) treasury
notes, herein after provieed for,
equal at the date of depasit to 80 per
centum of the net value of such
product at the market priee, said
price to ke determined by the mana-
ger of the depository,under rules and
regulations prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, based upon
the price current in the leading cot-
ton, tobacco and grain - markets in
the United States. =
Section 3 provides for the prepa-
tion by the Secretary of the Treus-
ury of such treasury notes as may-
by required.
Section-4 makes such notes full
legal tender.
Bection b requires of the manager
of the depository to give warehouse
receipts for all’ deposits, u]wwin%
the amount and grade or qualily o
such cotfon, tobacco or. grain, and
its value at date .of deposit, the
amount of Treasury notes the ‘de-
postory has advanced on same.
“That the interest on the money so
advanced is 1 per centum per an-
uum,” expresaly stating’the amount
of insurance, wei%h[ﬁ%, ‘tlassing,
warehousing and other-eharges that
will run against such deposit, and
that all such warehouse receipts
shall be negotiable by endorse-
ment. T
Bection 8 provides for the re-
demption by the holder of the ware-
house receipt of all deposits, by the
surrender of the warehouse receipt,
paiméut of advances, with interest
and payment of all charges.
Sec 1on 7requires. the Secretary
fof-the Treasury to preseribe rules
and regulations necessary for the
management of the depositories,
and shall provide rules for the sale
at publie auction of all cotton, corn,
oats, wheat and tobacco that have
been pluced on deposit for a longer
period than 12 months after due
netice published, the proceeds after
yment of advances and charges to
E: held subject to order of ware-
house recei
~Section 8 provides for the erec-
tion of the depositories. :
« Bection 9. That vhe profits, if any
from the char for insurance,
weighing, &c.; shall be paid into th

fice for a manager of depositary

Section 11. That the sum of $50,-

~ 1000,000 be appropriated, or so much

thereof as may bo found necessary

{69 carry out the provisions of

_this

Treasury. S
f '-_Bee‘iirgn 10. That the term of of-

Section 12. That so much of any
and all other acts as are in confiict
Wity the provisions of this act are
hereby repealed.

THE SCHEME I8 PREPOSTEROUS:

Now, Mr. Editor, after réading
the bill we no longer - wonder that
the honorable Senator was careful.
to state that it was- introdueed “by
request.” 8o staunch a Democra,
80 truea rntriot, soastute a politi-
cian would not care to accept the
patiernity of such a measure, and it
is-gafe to predict that it will never,
in its present shape at least, pus; in-
to a law, either by the help of his
influence or his State.  Crude in’
constraction, illogical, - uufinished
and refreshingly generous in  deal-
ing out Uucle Sam’s millions upon
one ill-digested-experiment, it quict-
ly ignors the Agricultural Depart-
ment of the Government and .con-
verts the Becretary of the 'P'feasnry

of the United States into the respon-
sible head of a gigantic commission

business charged with the details of
building, insurance, storage, com-
mission, shipping, weighing, sam-
pling, elassifying, grading and pric-
g all the surplus product of cotton
wEeat, corn, oats and tobuceo in
this greut country of ours.

AN ARMY OF REPUBLICAN OFFICE-

HOLDERS.

It goes further and organizes the
Beerebary to prove unnumbered
milliows of dolars™ worth —of Treas-
ury notes, to be paid out by appoin-
tees of his own selection undet rules
prescribed by himself alone, as ad-
vances upon the products stored in
the depositories. It creates an army
wi office-holders, amounting in man-
agers and their clerks and assistants
to not less and perhaps -fo many
more than 10,000 men. Armed
with more money and miore patron-
age than any set of officials ever ap-
pointed in this country and of
course at the present time every man
of them a Re ublican, it establishes
and fixes for two years at least .a
good working centre of Republican
influence in every agricultural coun-

D |ty inthe United States, supplied

with unrestricted and unlimited
money to loan at 1 per cent. per an-
nam to all holders of cotton, corn,
wheat, oats and tobaceo, with power
to grade, classify and price the pro-
duets offered and to decide upon the
amount of loan and the charges to
run against the product in the ware-
house. Who can measure the weight
of such influence, the possibilities
for good or bad, incident tg such
opportunities? What can we say or
think of the action of a Southern
Farmers’ Allicance indorsing =uch
measures and adopling resolutions
asking their Senators and Represent-
atives in Congress to favor the pass-
age of such a bill? - It would, per-
haps, be more charitable than com-
plimentary to say that they had
never read or understood it.

A WESTERN SCHEME TO FLEECE THE

SOUTH.

Leaving out all hereditary ten-
dencies towards State rights, free
trade, Demoeracy aml all ~ that sort
of thing, owewould have thought
that self-interest wonld have dicta-
ted opposition to such measures.
The © average cotton  farm-
er has ecotton to sell, and
corn or wheat or flour or oats or
meat to buy. Now, it is a fact that
of all American products cotton is
to-day the deuarest, hears the largest
relative value, and that grain,
abnormally low. So that our gener-
ous and patriotic Southern entton
former is joining heart and soul in
the effort to enable the Western
eorn, wheat or meat producer to ex-
act of him a larger price of Wes-
tern produce. Buch a scheme as
this would " enhance the price of
corn and wheat and oals, and of
meat and flour, for they are perish-
able and must be consunmed within
u given time. They are necesaries
of life and smust be had regularly.
It would not and could not perma-
nently enhance the price of eotton,
for if protected it would nob decay.
Weevils will not injure or destroy.
We eannot-eal it ourselves nor feed
to stock, and the spinner . smiles at
all'our efforts to “corner™ it, know-
ing full well that tothe spindles it
must vome at last, and the guin in
price of our—crop would be more
than offset by the loss in value to
the next by reason of “carried over”
stock. Buch action on the part of
the cotton planter is pure nonsense
a suicidal folly. 2

AN UNJUSTIFTABLE PREFERENCE.

And Mr. Editor; T would like to
ask what. pre-eminent _claim * have
cotton, wheat, corn, oats and tobac-
¢o to this bonnty and fosterig'care
of the Government? Why not in-
clude sugar, rice, wool, hay, wines
silk, peunuls, ~turpentine, cotton
geed oil, petroleum, phosphate, the
fruit of the leonrs-and the
of the mines—anything that is pro-
dnced by the sunlight of heaven or

i

the glow of the furnace, by

of the air or the sweat of the brow
in the smiling fields fanned by life-
giving breezes or in the dark caverns
of the earth filled. with gusées dan=
gerous as dynamate? Kach and all
these products and the busy mill-
ions toiling to prodace thews are as
musch entitled to the aid of the
Govermment they help to support as
are the few icultural - products
mentionad in this bill, and, shonld
this pass into a lnw, will not defer
asking for it.

A COTTON AND GRAIN TRUST.

This measure means, if it means
anything, that cotton, wheat, corn,
oats and tobaceo are” produced in
this country inexcess of remuner-
ative demand; that the farmers and
planters cannot, in the openr mark-
et and uvsual channels of trade, get
what they deem sutficient profit for
their production; that, from their
standpoint, it is desirable to en-
hance the selling price of these pro-
ducts; that this ean be done in only
two ways—first; by reducing the pro-
duction, or second, by withdrawing
from the market sueh part of the
product that the remainder wi b in-
criwse in the selling price; thut it is
impracticable to reduce the yield, and
that it is impossible for them with-
out theeomnipolent nil of the Fed-
eral  Government, to  withdraw
enough from market to muaterially
affect the market valae; and. there-
tfore; ithaving been deteamimed to
form a trust, inovder Lo majntain or
enhance pricesin defiance of the law
of supply and denafel, Ahe Govern-
wient iy ealied npon to pub up the
capital and agsume the management
of it for their benefit. A wise,
promising Republican, centralizing,
paternal  Government programme,
truly! worthy of the combined ef-
forts of Reed and Boutelle, Dlair and
Hoar, Andrew Carnegie, James (.
Blaine and the New York T'ribune;
and to think, Mr. Editor, that a
Southern cotton planter would en-
dorse such a scheme.

To carry thisclass of legislation
to its legitimate resalts,. and with
justice to all classes, - wonld be to
enact: That hereinafter when any
man orset of men in this country
see fit to produce anything of any
kind in excess of remunerative de-
mand the Government should on ap-
plication build a depository or de-
positories for such product, and ad-
vanee to the producer 80 per cent.
of its the market value in money at
the rate of 1 per centum per annum,

If the producer did not see fit to
redeem it in twelve months, orif, as
might very frequently happen, the
price of the preduct should in twelve
months be reduced in the open mar-
kets by twenty or more per cent.,
the Government would then sell the
produet at public auetion for what
16 could get, pocket its losses and by
such forced sales break down
prices and market which such un-
warrauted and mischievous legisla-
tion was designed to support.

READ THE BILL.

I do hope that our Alliance friends
will get this bill, study it carefully
as | have done, and I am certain that
as sensible men and Defmocrats they
will see the folly of supporting such

“& me:_u;urc,
- W. R. Davie.
Lanpsrorp, S. C., April 16, 1890,

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The'Remarkable History of the Metho-

dist in America.
Atlanta Constitution:

The meeting [ of the Methodist
General Conference, at St. Louis, ]
will be the eleventh quadrenial sess-
ion of the Methodist - Episcopal
chureh, south, and in many repect-
it will be the most important relis
‘F;ious yathering that has been held

Or many years, .

The history of the Methodist =in
America is a remarkable one.

The first Methodist society in the
United States was -organized in
New York in October, 1776. Eight
years later the first conference,
which embraced ten preachers, rep-
resenting a membership of 1,160
was held. Now the 1\? E, church
alone has a membership in this
country of -nearly 8,000,000, and the
M. E. Church south, has in the
neighborhood of 1,500,000. Up to
1844 there was no division among
the Methodists in the United States,
and one eneral  conference
represented  the  church from
uorth, south; east and west. But
at the Conference held in thal year
a separation was branght aboot by
the difference of opinion between
the northern and southern delegates
Lon_the slm’e—hnldinﬁ questinons.

Bishop James 0. Andrews, - of
Georgia was the owner of a number
of slaves and because- he refused to
park with - them - the eanstern aund

ceeded in having him suspended

the dew

from his high in

the|

northern members of that body suc- O’Eh

This ereated a dissatifaction  amg
the Sonthern members who stea
way prepared to withdra

mreneral jorisdiction and front
ference of their own.

successfully accomplished. and’ he'
first meeting was held in: illey
Cr. i Mag, 1945 Thero

built the foundation for

large and suscessful. orgai
known as the Methodist -
Church, South,and it is to the
and earnest divines thut steered
church through those eritical peri-
ods that the present prosperity is
duoe. - g
Since then ten qnadrennial con-
ferences have occurred, ard $lfe ben-
efits resnlting therefrom are known
the world” over. In view of the
stand taken by the representatives
of this body on the question of-
slavery, there is” one significant
fact in relation to, their work that is
not so generally known as:it shonld .
he when the division occurred the
missions which.had been instituted
and carried on by the United church
were taken up and vigorously pros-
ecuted by the northern branch under
the direction of Bishop Capers, who
had made the subject a special stady
and for a long time gave the matter
his undivided attention: During the
twenty years following 1845, the
church spent over $1,000,000 in
this work of endeavoring to com~
vert the plantation slaves, At ths
close of the war, when the colored
race established an episcopacy of
their own, all their church property
was transferred to them gratis, and
they are still being largely gided
by the Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
South; especially in the establishe
ment of institutions for the eduea-
tion of eandidates for the minstry,
Sience the first assembly 1n
Louisville, there have been ten
general conferences. Two of them
were held in 8¢, Louis, but the im<
portance attached to the former . .
gatherings hardly - compares with -
the significance “attaching to the
one now in Frep ration,

. There will be len or - twelve atan-
ding committees, which will have
n review respectively. missionary,
publication, gducation‘gl, chumh-er:{-
tension, Suneja'y School, aiid other
departmients  in the work of the
church., Rooms have been  rented
in the exposition building for the
sessions of these committees,

The'opening  session of the eon-
ference will be held Wednesday
worning, May 7, at 9 o'clock.
Bishop J. C. Keener, of New Or-
leans, senior bishop of the chureh,
will preside and start. the meeting
to work. The number of delegates
will be 290, composed in'equal num-
bers of clergymen an laymen..
They represent forty conferences in-
cluding the conferences in Mexico,
Brazil and China, ther with the
representatives of the church in
other foreign lands where the miss-
ions have not yet organized into”
conferences. The representation is
based on two delegates one lay and
one clerical, for every thirty-six
members of each annual conference.
This general conferance is the leg-
islative hody and the supreme pow-
erin the church. It has unlimited
authority except as restricted by
cerbain rules which guard the infeg- ¢
rity of its doctrine and perpetuataf*
its itinerant system of miniateis
and therights of the members. In
addition to looking after all the in-
terests of the church, there will
come “Y for adjndication before this
body all matters failing to be ami-
cably settled in the annuall confer-
ences. . One subject of considerable
importance to be attended to at thia
meeting will be to  provide for an
acceptable disposition of the surplus
moneys on hand secured in profits
from the church's publication insti-
tutions. Ag Ersaeug this money . is
nsed in ereating a fund for the
maintenance of worn-out ' preach-
ers, their widowsand orphans. If .
is intended to appropriate o part of
this money in the future toward
the s%lreading of biblical - literature— -
and cheapering the cost thereof. _

This assembly also chooses the
bishops for the chureh, and it may
be that two will be elected ab tlis
meeting. How long it will take to-
complete the work of the convens
tion is not known, but the session
will continue for three weeks any~
way, andeit is not probuble that: ﬁg:
gnul aldjournmen_r. will oceur before
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