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TO THE HEY." RICHARD FULLER D. D.
- LETTER VII.

My Dear BsoTiiEii,-- j In my last letter I en-

deavored to illustrate the manner in which I sup-

pose the New Testament Jo have prohibited the
existence of Domestic Slavery. It is not by any
precept forbidding it, but by the inculcation of
such truths respecting jthe character, the value,
and the responsibility of pan, and his relation to
Ins fellow man and to hijt maker, as are utterly in-

consistent with the institution. The next question
which naturally occurs is this, why was this mode
of expressing the divine will adopted 1 This in-

quiry I propose to considjeF-i-n the present letter.
I fear that this correspondence is becoming weari

I,d. v.. owtieiy, onu u can o; ato
legislation.;. The case v is the tin

-- nu ng tree, ur.moltited
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in the tIt WftU inK metme furniture ol his church.

jected. If this form cf wrong had been singled
out from all the others, and had a!or.e been treat-
ed preceptively, the whole system would have
been vitiated. . We should have been authorized
to inquire why . were not similar precepts in other

gcs ot Chn,uauity. There is I..ovecr, tin. which the imperial constitutions nl'nurd ntnt;'

! th :
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wu.ch they would have forbidden innocent.: were Andithus we see that 'the very reason why thisI cannot but cons der this as a sufficient reason mode of teaching was ndopted, was to mkomvM
why.no precept should be given on the' subject ' the universal aMUwri of slavery. ; A precept couldsome by its length, und shall therefore, in the re- -
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t!not have done this, for in the chnn?int? conditionmarks that follow, study the utmost brevity.

right of suHrage is him?e!f responsible f r eerykuv that is made, unless lie his ptu forth his f II

constitutional power to prevent it. Hcr.ec u grave
responsibility resis upon every Chn'. iim citizen
in respect to the laws by which he is oven cJ.
If he favor or if be do not remit laws at vanru.ee
with the iope which he professes, he is rc?rm-titl- e

to God fl-- r all the ur.rg which the bus
create. . ;' -

" You will perceive at oner, that I am by no of human , society, the-- means would have easily
been devised for. eluding it. But by ; teaching

of slavery, nnd why, like nlmost every other, cer-

tainly like every other social wrong, it should be
left to the results of the inculcation of a jaioral
principle. ? -

. . j
'

j

There seem to me other reasons: why this mode

means obliged to reply to this inquiry. If such Iain
t r

lW.iis, proved to: have been the method chosen by irutns, tne very truths in which Christianity con-
sisted, utterly and absolutely opposed to slavery,Oiwniscic nt Wisdom, we iall concede that it must of instruction should be adopted in this particular . truths founded in the ' Tn a word' I believe, that slavery is fjilM '-
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have been chosen for. the jtfest ! possible reason.
The fact is all that we nccJ be anxious to discov-
er. Nevertheless, if we are able to show proba-
ble reasons for the course adopted by inspiration,
it may anticipate variotts objections that might
otherwise suggest themselves.

I remark then in the first place, this mode of
teaching is, in all respects, conformable to that
universally adopted by the Saviour and his apos-
tles. . In the words of Archbishop Whately 'it

found in the moral relations and responsibilities of j ed, this institution could not exist.; Thus the
a human being. Cut these moral relations and principles of the gospel have once abolished slaw-responsibiliti- es

were at this time wholly unknown. j ry from the face of the earth. - They have almost
This I hav; attempted to illustrate iin my last let- - j done it for the second time.: May we not hopeter. h was certainly reasonable to postpone the i that the work will be speedily accomplished, and
inculcation of the duty until the truths were pro-- ! accomplished forever. . '

mulgated on which this duty tea founded. I The 'And here I think that the New Testament, hnv--

Lie rich tv, :, ;;:-- J nub!-- s ?

peasantry reiiJmg on it a

part' and pare:! eft!.? f.;rhave only coltagcj to ll;2 i

i!y, end the dom?-;I- r

prjncip'es which are utterly at variance with it.
Is no: tliis tho almost universal

'
mcthoJ of th

New Testament teaching! Do you not, my bro-

ther, so interpret it 1 When you attempt to teach
men that they ore sinners against God, da you
enumerate the precepts which they hare broken,
or! do you set before theni . the character of God
nnd the universal i elation to him X If their con-
duct has been at variance with nil
docs not tbeir own conscience pre. ounce them
gui!tyiThe cae i, as I esteem, similar h. rc.
God has thus taught us that slavery is wrong, a
violation of his most holy law. And if to it is
our duty at once to abaniun it.

luuiumiciuai iiuuis 01 ujo uecuuauon oi inoepcn- - mg aaopted this as the correct and only universalI was no part cf the scheme of the gospel revela
iwrj. ive v.
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vegetables.thin? that
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'.v : and hard ! -
icountry severed. BuUof what; us6 would have excuses from that duty another, when bah orebeen such n declaration if these principles had nev-- ;, under the cii.......same cumstances. If it prescribed the

Christian duty or to delineate after the manner
of systematic ethical writers each separate habit
of virtue or vice." New ond higher motives were

. out meat con--,ri-
- r,!'

people cf Hungary arc
own the h... j, wn":; r,

. 4The manner in which this is to be dona may,
apprehend, vary. with our circumstances, fach,

I
hut the hi

cr oeen enner promulgated or understood. Every
one sees that such an act would have been inope-
rative and absurd. - - j t J
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2. Again, slavery, at the lime
-

of our Saviour
and Apostles, was a social evil. It was establish-
ed by laws. The whole community enforced
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outyoi manumitting their slaves to Christian mas-ter- s,

it must have prescribed it to all masters, that
is, it must have ndopted that other mode of teach-
ing, by precept, instead of teaching by principle.It therefore left the vhole matter lo the operation
pf principle and the manner in which that princi-
ple wasacted upon by Christians, I have already
illustrated. In all this I see nothing but the be-

nevolence and long mindedness of the Deity. God
treats his intelligent creatures according to the na- -

. ......... muj tsntit iu uu niu ituLiiing uy cx- - i
w -

ample of the New Testament. ' A man, I suppose,
I .f ,JIcr IK' y i::;: ' l:

delivers hia::-!-
f from the guilt of slavery, at thej ,

tUch' sndtn-.r.lnl- h
topr..-,- -;

very moment when he, in the 'sight of God, re--1 lhey orctf'py- -

nounces all right in his fellow man. and acts in I lT,1lt J,ci l- - nwl-- ? L: t ;
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sincerity of heart, in the presence cf his Judge, in I mo.- n- 'Jr$c;VCi, lo " -

conformity wifh that' renunciation. Tlie manner I
cmofT the priva-i--

n

nation?,' before thryturn tt.tii.V, !,. ; U:. f . .t it .. i onii.i acting out this renunciation may, however,
I cr

vary with the circumstances r fit!.- - Cae. . All that I ''onLi
. ..v. ...nv.., (W, .lie rcvcais nis

implanted, a more exalted and perfect example was
proposed for imitation, a loftier standard ofmoraU
ity was established, rewards more glorious and
punishments more appalling, were held out, and
supernatural aid was bestowed, and the Christian
with thfsc incentives and advantages is left to ap-
ply for himself in each case, the principles of the
Gospel. . He is If ft to act at his own discretion,
recording to . the dictates of his conscience ; to
cultivate Christian dispositions, and thus become
a law unto himself.' Nay,' still further, care was
taken in the revelation of the New Testament to
guard the disciples of Christ against expecting , a
system of precise moral enactments. For this rea-
son the precepts which are given are sometimes
contradictory, as when we arc commafided to 'let
our light so shina before men,' and also 'not to let
our left hand know what our right doeth.' Some-lime- s

the literal precept was extravagant nnd ir

iot their cendi

these Luxs on every individual. . j The tn"ister;could
only manumit such a portion of his slaves as1 the
law permitted. . He could go to no other countryand then set them free, for the whole civilized
world was under the same dominion. If he' set
them free contrary to law, lhey: were liable to' be
reduced again to a worse bondage than that from
which he had delivered them. Hence it was mani-
fest that the system could only to' abolished by a
change in the public mind, by

'
inculcating those

1 r;Will.'. He DromidrrntP'!: trutli f nn!rorel I s

the gtispei requires h, that, Ui.liassed by ir.tcrrJ,
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y will c

but frquentJy allows long lime to elapse before
the effect appears, in order that that efiect may be
the more radical and comprehensive.

These seem to me to be sufficient reasons for
the mode of teaching which the New Tesiarncnt
has adopted in respect to slavery. On this sub

r.nawcd by persecution,, he carry out the princi-p'e- s

of the go pel wheresuever they may lead him.
Ha is to do this s r.n incliTjdml, with refpect to
thosa whom he now believe that he has nniunly
held in bondage. He is to do it in reject to the

principles wbich would show the whole comtnuni

Icommunity whom,"! y his fa::
Till; ;:

ThoB.:':im::t
t r- -r p:

ty that it was. wrong, and induce them, frrrfa-- a

general conviction of its moral evil, to abandon it.
I can also perceive other practical benefits of

Tie.to o i ..f
y la t!.- - ti

ritl.ech
tw.. tr:
at!-..-- 1 1 tlgreat importance which would necessarily attend

flsnple, he lias cit!,:r h--d i:
H ? is to bear his t e -- tl
it may cost him. ?".) ;

nets tijKii) these ptr i;
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iiiii 1111 nil ut : 14 u V c f o :

-- '.ites r..
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stain of blood guihineV if.it I 2 a "shx r.t
nil it is a sin Of app.d'ing r.iagnitud', is f;ar.dbn
her paimciits. .

1 tlniuc I can illustrate my view of this ?
! ' t u hieli 1, 1n !by a latiimar cxampV. I nni obliged to

case which we all know to It ?. fid for tl i.:iwa::s
c sake

rational, as when we are commanded 'to pluck
out a right eye,' or 'cut off a riht hand Some-
times the precept was in itself insignificant, as
when we are told to wash each others feet.' In
all these and similar cases, it is plain that we arc
taught to disregard the precept itself ; and looking
beyond if, to adopt as the rule of our universal
conduct the principle which it is evidently inten-
ded to inculcate. If any one has any doubts on
the mode of New Testament instruction in this
respect, I Leg, him to read the essay, to which I
have referred.

I think it must appear obvious lo every rehVcU.
Jfigmind that this is the only method in which a
universal rerelation, which should possess any
tnoral stringency, could have been given, for all
r:r,;ng time. A simple precept, or prohibition, is

' things the easiest to be evaded. Lord El-- 1

K d tT say thc.t '.: rn in England ccM

this method ot abolishing .shivcryJ To have in-

culcated the right cf the slave to freedom, and the
duty cf the master to liberate him, absolutely 'ar.d

immediately, whiKs both were ignorant of the: prin-
ciples on which the precept was founded, and
wholly uninfluenced by these principles, must liave
led to a universal social war. The masters would
not have obeyed the precept, the slaves would have
risen in rebellion. . rhis had been .'fre-

quently made before, and Lad been put down by
horrible bloodshed. Ttye're is no, reason to suppose
that the same result wpuld rjoHiave taken place
again. Myriads of unarmed arid i. norant slaves
could never , have stood the shock of the Roman
legions, comm'and.d by able generals nnd sup-portedl- by

ibe wealth of the empire. Hence, to
have adopted life "method of abolishing slavery by
precept would have defeated- - the Vrreat object in

i.r theli:.'
'a t ." t

r.' 'tr 1
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ject I do not see thst there can ba any . q iestion
between us.r I have always remarked that our
Southern brethren are especially opposed to im-medi-

.abolition. They consider it n! -- :rd, rui-

nous, inhuman, and destructive, to Society itself.
They also declare that if abolition is ever to be
accomplished, by means of the inculcation of prin-
ciples which naturally lend to it; and not by force
cf arms, or by the passage of arbitrary acts.
It would then seem peculiarly- - unreasonable for
them to assert thnt there is only one method in
which the abolition could with benevolence to nil

parties be accomplished, and then to assert that
the gospel could not certainly mean to abolish ft,
because it had adopted this very method..

-- Before leaving this part of the subject, it may
be well to consider very briefly in what manner,
the principles we have been discussing, bear upon
the question of slavery in our Soutl'cru States.

In the first place, if slavery be inconsistent with
the principles of the gospel, it is wrong, nnd God
requires us to abandon it. And besides, God docs
not require us to abandon it, simply becau;2 wo
are Christians, Cut because wc ere men, his crca- -

tures, and because it is nt variance" with the moral
bw under which we are created. If it be nsked
when, I ns!c again, when is it our duty- to obey i

of the illustration. I do not intend t. ' it cHl'n-sivcl- y.

Sapptise a man to have been nuilty of
great dishonesty. He holds in his handslho pro-
perty v f t everal of his fellow mrn, cf which he

ends cf the
ful, he may t?sihas obtained possession unjustly. He repents cf - tr1-- -
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his sin, an 1 wishes to obey the gospel cfJe
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The result of the abolition of slavery by th? in-

culcation cf the principles cf the Gospel would be
the revere cf all this. Bv teaching the nin.ter
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