: d enjoyment to be -
vance, only e i Joaple JUCH-om 00 way econflict
ntinnances m ordered before the 'Mw'l“! efal spirit. ‘The log
1 tho boiserous jlieatig gty e

ise the subscriber will be held .

r;wu be inquired aﬁcf-il-

tﬂl. : .
b‘gmj m;c"’ 3il| new names of subscribers with

- money for one year enclosed, shall be entitied to a
th:;mth copy for their sarvices.
B AMntes of Associatidns, pamphlets,. 3

ons, will be printed with nestiiess, ai _ _
iz:r:ptml\l.\:l'ﬂ" pT’ FER e ‘ : - lW“| lr;&“ ‘
————— | should be, that teachers of religion are sometimes
; . | found lending their sanction to this fatal distinc-
For Th" Recorder. " | | tion—giving their countenance to dancing parties,
| ESSAY : | | because, forsooth, they in their-youth enjoyed
0 the Baneful Tuftuence of Vain Amuserients, read | such sports, and like now to
lefore the Union and Ministers’ and Decons' Cen-

| in them. An unhappy lesson sarely, to be taught
ference, at Jintioch, Darlington, Jug. 204, 1845 ; by a gospel messenger; one well ecalculated to
and by them requested for pullication in the Re- | obliterate the line of distinction (already too dim
corder.

Could the distinctian between what are denom-
inated vaio amusements, and such as are negative-
ly harmless or positi\'e‘!y useful, be made‘obv:o?s
to all, it would be an |easy task to convince any

~n '0"";13'?' .lﬂlify these depnmlm !'s;otu
ety it is often at
codes, the one for the

Who can estimate the number and character of
the wounds the cause of Christ receives from the
spirit-of worldly conformity so ofien and so pain-
fully exhibited by his professed followers. * Instead
reflecting mind that the former should be discout of having no fellowship with “” uofruitful works
ienanced by every one who would be instrumenthl i of darkaess, but rather reproving them, they are
io advancing the true happiness of his race. A- |°f'"m“_=d at, or the wor!d 18 met half way—chris-
musements that are absolutely and intrinsically vain | tian Pl'mClPI'{ compromited, and the respect of the
can be advocated by none but such as seem 1o re- | world for religion o far from bemng increased, is
gord life as a season g be [rittered away in the de- | greatly impaired if not entirely lost. The gospel
IBSiﬂg rei‘E‘r)' of carna P]eﬂsum‘ and thme a Lhing recognizes no such distinction. lt mllm un-
. _wfficiently contemptible to be literally and habitnall) alfera!)le and eternal moral system of universal ap-
“hlled.  Aside from the natural tendency of the bu- plication to the whole race of Adam.

mancharacter to vainand improper indulgences,the| Asa striking illustration of the fallacy of this
fact that time hangs | heavily on the hands qr! position, [ will here relate an anecdote of a conver-
the young, is a (ruitlul yource of many injurious and | sation which occurred some years since between a
vin enjoyments, It is rot unusual for such to be' distingu
engaged in by persons who themselves questin.p!'l‘be son applied 10 the father for
teie propriety, and ;shunning to argue their | chase a ticket
propriety with ?neh as may chance to animadvert | The father in
upon them, will” remark by way of np?h%'y, that ‘ he d‘ld not th
they engnged in them nerely o “/ill time, Here | furnish the
we have a humiliating| coufession. implied of lhh‘the
“aching void” within, which the world with I"-
its allurements, can nLver All, as well as an u-t
knowledgement of sibility to the obli

to pur-
wherewith to attend the Theatre.
reply stated mildly but firmly, that
ink that it would be proper in him o
money for such a purpose ; arguing that
tendency of the Theatre was unfavorable to
good morals. The son not recognizing the foree
of the father’s argument, rather insisted upon the
accommedation. The father, afier perhaps a fur-
attempt to convinee binn, handed
a request that be would buy him a ticket also.—
'Theam,llmldndmdu-uhapmpuiﬁn
Inndeby&uﬁlhuwilh apparent seriousness, re-
lplhdvilhmmwhym,pu.unly
£ | would not go to the Theatre! Why not 1 replied the
youth, perhaps, in the exuberance of his feelings, father. If you can go and derive benefit, why may
wd the buoyancy of his spirit, may be ready Dot I1 If it be a place where the cause of virtue
wmphin of what may seem to him the neutrali | is advanced, where good morality is inculeated,
g ellect of the close of this sentence. He ma ; where the heart is cultivated, and the feelings el-
b tempted 10 regard it as the Ianguage of me ‘emtedmdreﬁned,whymylmtmnpmyyml
tyrnical dominion, which would war his enjy: , Oh no, no, father, you must not go to the Theatre.
B oatbya threat a_;‘-hfd,:-mum_ Let | Alter alittle reflection the argument prevailed; the
"&_mmnﬁ_f’ u’ﬂnwof M:Mmmedthomy,md was prepared 1o fore-

ins ‘
imposed by the Creator upon llnwbolemd'ithcm:ud‘u!
| o, to “redeem the time because the days 'tlnmtm:h.

al”  «Rejoice, O young man, ia thy youth, a
‘ thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy you
d walk ia the ways of thive heart, aud in
sight of thine eyes ; but know thou, that for all
things Gud will bring you into judgment.”

2 him to 1o ex. | go the pleasures of the Theatre. The evident dis-
longs mi ' crepancy between such enjoyments and the teach-

t his d iag of holy writ was deeply impressed on the iind

' ing ' of this youth. The tendency of such amusements

| is manifestly and inevitably to vanity, and to men-
4l and morul dissipation. They disconrage "n
 seuse of personal accountability, a spirit of thought-
; fuloess, and self-examination, and foster a taste
for romance rather thaa for the sober duties of re-
al life. We are naturally too prone to “listen with
credulity to the whispers of fancy, and to pursue
with eageruess the phantoms of hope.” This natue
ral predispos tion should be carcfully guarded a-

flesh, that he may not,
corruption.

:?:monlll; admitted byi
that the pleasures of the race course, the-
Wil exhibitions, cards, dancing, and novel reading,
ARONG vain amusements.—

. each be taken up ani shown 1o be
Bjurions to moral tendency. Nowe of them can
* tegarded as caleulated Lo elevate and ennoble
human character—to chasten and refine the feel-

®.avoid sowing 1o 4l
when the evil day S
. lmay be consid

, ervate the intellect, but also to diminish the strength
:ol' waral principle, and to prepare its victiin to be-
come a mere hanger on in socicty—a cypher, ora |
nuisance,

8

lempted to establish two moral | )

see others engaged | pl

and indistinet) between the church and the world. | be

ished clergyman now living, and bis son: |

 gainst, for mental dissipation not only tends to en-

and then the aveuti

have some of the ten

ed and made to thrill wi
bave the better feelings
into healthfal and p
not leave some of

th delight—if he would
of his nature drawn out
lensant exevcise—if he would
bis wnost agreeable sources of
easure dried up for want of cultivation ; and Jet
bim not shun the ladies, if he would bave his na-

lure enuiobled, his feclings elevated, his affoctions
pnnﬂyqﬂn:ud Let him be sure to do this if

|

ng
character—I would onfy dwelt upon the beffuty

of female delicacy, the exceeding excellency of fe-
male virtue. The influence of a virtous and ne-

.

I

and unobtrusve it may be,
and indeed onght to be, but it is pleassot and
overwheliming. Let it be jbe care then of qur
young ladies to throw their deservedly command-
ing influence into the right channel. Let them be
ili i ery day, duties of life,
willng ot it 0 be knawa. that they or ain
their hands, and careful to have around them the
ywork—willing 1o be seen in
itchen, the poultry yatd, and the
. Let her devote her hours

of leisure to the cultivation” of ber intellect in the
scquisition of useful knowledge, ‘wvoiding as she
would the poison of the asps, the vicious matter of
this age of trashy literature. Let her not vitiate
her taste, and dissipate Lier mind by folowing the
visionary novelist in his foolish vagaries—let her
rather ﬂhmhivﬂoud 10 elevate her moral na-
tare as as her intellectual powers devoting
her attentionto works which require J’am and
whose evident-aim it is to elevate right aflections,
and to eanoble all the better feclings of her nature.
Let this course be habitually pursued, and the
captivating charmn of vain amusements will be lost,
or turnied into louthing. She will feel it 10 be be-
neath her dignity, as a rational and immortal be-
ing, to make the ball room in any measure the the.
atre of her ambition, where she who can most |
gracefully toss the light fantastic toe, bears away the
laurel wreath. Afer having selected the proper
| sourcesof amusement and recreation, much depends
on methodical arrangewment as ta time. "The great
sum of happiness or misery experienced by man,
is inade up of minute particles, like the g'obe upon,
which we tread. { at any one in its isolation
and it appears like the small dust of the balance
in poiut of importanee, but upon the proper appro-
priations of each greatly depends the weal or woe
of the individual. The linle scraps of time which
way be snatched from business if profitably and
pleasantly occupied, go 10 make many little bappi-
nesses which coustitute at Jast the great sum. A
distinguished agriculiurist being interrognted as to
the cause of singular success which attended him,
replied, “it was secured by minding little things,”
such things probably as nive-tenths of his neigh-
hors considered oo little to recjuire their atiention.
Let amusement ard duty be judiciously and pleas-
antly interspersed and the odds and ends of time
not wasted in visionary dreams, or vain regrets,
and there will be no room for vain amuscments.

.

|

z\‘ and 10 elevate the standard of virtuous priv-| I we turn from the consideration of the injuri- |

rious influence of vain amusements, to the means |

|
of their prevention, I would humbly suggest thie |
necessity of a refor

mation of the two prevalent no- |
tions of the servility of labor and the nability of ju- |
dolence. Let all good citizens combine to reverse |
_ihiipmmﬁtmv-ard contend earnestly for the no-
i bility of laborwand the servility of indolence. ‘Could ,
n- 'such a ¢hangebe effccted ainusement would cease
| |10 be as it is now with many, the basiness of life, |
val,  directious to' and become what it slways should be mere recrea-
fe and" doctrice, enjoins ¢ |(ion,« wnore, than -innocent becaase profitable as
| _ ing men to be suber miug '_.}we'll as plessant. The too prevalent error refered
e the amne ts which have beeu | o, teyds o crowd whit are termed the learned
3 w;m nwinifestly alien to the' exergise of ey essious with many

P 8y is here gnjuined. I _izrb__a»m-.;.g;j,‘-,t_‘t ppropriutely aud. honorat
20 Walk humbly befor God, it is his duty,  buinbk tivos of life.
,hours of recre: iw,w“u‘%ldtucu ;

~But in order to detern ine what amusements are
Mocent and useful, or vhin and injurious, we must
he testimony. The sacred

1% L tg exhopt

L)
.

~employed in the
ichi either mistake
- in society which
b uscfulness to the
’,,:r ‘M,w‘.’“u

-

who would be more useful. of

But we have spoken principally of the enjoy-
ments which mizght be janocenily and indeed pro-
fitably indulged in by that portion of community
who malke no pretensions 1o religious prineiple;
whose actions are not based upon the fear of God,
and a prevailing desire to do bis will. [t is here
we must look for the bighest siyle of man. The
pursuit of happiness, the grand ultimatam to which
man’s hopes and desires tend, myst prove in a great
measure vain and visionary, unless prompted

the holy influences of the religion of Christ. [t is

at this fountain the aching void which the world{:

can never fill, may be supplied. The Psalmist
says the good man is satisfied from bimeelf—not
from his depraved nature—oot frow the indulgence
unhallowed feelings and vain thooghis—not
frown @ Pharisaical satisfuction that he is better
th-nulid;rlmn—hm from the workings of the
Pprinciple of grace implanted by the divine spirit
inl_shllun,whiebinuum:l,dnurqwh'ing
up into I ! '

by | dissipated youth

Ti¥

eyes upward, he may well exel
the Panlmist, the heavens
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ON DREAMING OF MY MOTHER.
Stay, gentle shadow of my mother, stay !
Thy form but seldom comes 10 bicss my sleep,
Ye faithless slumbers, Beet not thus away,
And leave my wistful eyes 1o wake and weep.

A

Oh'1 was dreaming of those gollen days,

When, will my guide, and pleasure all my aim,
[ ranbled wild thiough childhood's flowery maze,
And knew of sorrow scarcely by ber pame

Those scenes are fled,—and thou, alas ! art fled,
Light of my heart, and guardian of my yourh !

Then come uo more 10 slumbering Fancy's bed,
To aggravate the pangs of waking Truth.

Or, if kind Sleep these visions will restare,

O let me sleep again atd never waken more.
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LOOK T0 YOUR EXAMPLE.

of their children, not for this wotld only
the interminable ages of eterhity,

rent, thea, who loves bis child, and
ponsibility of traising him for
tence, look well to his daily and hourly ‘exam
the eye than the ear; and the impressions are
clearer and strooger from the one than the
other. They will not be influenced so much by
what you say as by what you do. . In vain de,
you exhort them tw be spiritual while you are |
worldly. i you point thém to the nlr-!
row path which leads to heaven, while you decline
o walk in it. In vain do you warn them from |
carnal indulgences, in which you seek your grati- }
fication. You must live what you teach; you;
must be what you desire them to become. Ttis
15 the necessary price of a bappy state of ve-y
ligion in the family ; and it is, alas! o price wany'|
parents decline to pay.

chikiren should be religions—it is safe and conve-
nient ; bi® they cannot afford to promote their de-
sires by a-strict oud full example.

Look, theo, carefully to pour example. There
is in it the power of life and death. Whatsoever
is just in principle, lovely in catriage, trve in ut-
terance, fair in report, generous in ‘seuliment, and
noble in aim, think of theve things, cherish these
things, as the grace of Christiun life. All mesn-
ness, vanity, equivocation, trickery, low desise—
the desire of guin, the most sordid of all<—are
worse in you than in other persons.  Come )
mon vice is made prodigious by the character of
your profession. One cherished
perplex the fuith and destroy the soul of a servant,
a child. They may know little but they are ex-
ceedingly shrewd in marking improprieties. A
y once appealed 10 by the name
and profession of his

an immortal exis. | Way walk ye in it
ple, | them
for children, says an able writer, make more use of - 8¢

They desire thiat their | etends

inconsistency may | ¢
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in haod th the land;

p'n‘_ulhm'tb&

dew, and future sholl arise

a wall of fire around the dwelling

vah, and & glory in the widst of it.
I have 0 the

ing forth from=ns 10 affect

world.  Already there is scarcely a

ma.chnm,ﬂlhhtfﬁ

nmﬂ.&uw‘_h.m*h*

wakened a apirit of inquiry into the genius of our

extends our commerce, snd increases

our (sme, and pourishes a
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