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-SKETCH

OF

A Funeral Discourse,

Sraached at the Baptist\Church in Milton, N. C., on
e mceasion of the death of Miss Sallie L. Ou'm,
deased Sabbath, November 16th, 1851, by

Rev. J. 8. RevyxoLpson.
* [Presched Monday, November 17th, 1851.]

Texr—Plillipians 1. ‘2! ¢« For f{o me to live is
pirist, and fo die is gain.”

Sach my hearers was the experience, and the
garasnce of the Apostle to the Gentiles, and
fael was but o 1man, & true but bright type of a
(inistian, of every Christian. - The life of such,
pwever varying in trials, labours, circum-
paces i still the same, Christ! The death
boueh differiang in anguish or support is yee
writably, gain; for so bath God the Lord or-
dained.

Come then my brethren while our sister sweet-
Iy sloeps, before us, consider Ist : The Christian
jife in Christ, and next his gain in passing from
this world.

[. . The Life—Chbrist.

{1.) The believer is united fo Ghrist by faith.
| “Father” said the Son of God, praying “ for
¥ that ghould believe on him.” *“The gleory
phich thow_hast givemn we, 1 have gi
hththay be one as'we are’one’; [ §
@f thon in me that they also may be-one in
" &. This union is not suppository, but
mal, piritual aud unchangeable ; as the branch
nibe vine, the limb 1o the body—the steme to
G building so is the Cliristian united to his
{sviour, deriving from hml vitality, grace, nour.

“ment and support. The bond of union,

luith, seting by implieit, holy trust ; confiding
asficient promises ; resting upon a work al-
midy done, a covenant made sure, promiscs
nich time ean never dissolve, nor contingencies
mkevoid. Such was the faith of Paul “ 7
ww" be eried *“ in whom I have beheved, and
ia persuaded that he is able to keep that which
lave committed to him against that day.”—
th was the faith of our loved sister, by Grace
bl she forsaken .all for Christ and fled to him
prefage. For the last twelve months relying on
sovenanted mercies of her Redeemer, when
8 hour of trial came; firm on the Rock of
s did " she stand, secure, dauntless—even
Biagh the storms and throes of dissolving na-
traged around. Be this faith ours, for they
%t trust in the Lord shall never be confound-

-

12) The Belicver lives o Christ by Love.
“¥e src not your own but bought witha
i And what @ price—the Procious blood
lms! Oh can the soul believing this, do
"t but yield the heart in holy love and grati-
“eto him?  Sweet is the privilege to love the
Siour, conferred upon us 85 2 sealing witness
H‘l own Spirit ; sweet to bave the affec-
f the soul, tooiastmd yet too tender to
ﬂuﬁd with eartbly objects, drawn forth to
i!ghghernd still bigher yot, as their |
“wued powers emlarge, ever thirsting, ever
fied, entwining arouad the Pﬂﬁm
%, and attributes of God, revealed as Love.
y "l! Bliss to say, to know, that * Christ is
LY A.nl;io be privileged to shew forth
lm,dlunasmd, glorying in his name,
“¥ithe Love of her whose form now lies
w. “But a'fow short weeks back, was she
with .Christ in baptism,” from that
ot 3 cloud or & doubt crossed her sky.—
‘ﬁg the present meetings have we noted
g countenance, every feature radiant
love, with its full, uplift eye, seem-
1-inqh the throbbing, fluttering spirit,
S burst forth from its frail w:g

i Sabscribe v ‘who do not give express notice tothe|
1y ATE Lemquwmmw e

Poor weak mortality drops its pai load, and i wh
leaning on the arm ofGod, every Houbt ﬁnp'
el --th “ﬁ
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the memory of qmaawm, ‘now with her on
earth to be enjoyed no more, but sweet how
sweet, the reunion and brighter bliss of Heaven.

of God.
(3)Tl|nbdiamr]hufor0hrhﬁn1mrh.
“ Whatever ye do, do all tothe Glory
(God.” Gracious word! and is God glonﬁed
by ought. that man cando? Aye truly, the
works, the fruits of faith and Love are ever
precious, ever blessed in his sight. The eup of
cold water cannot be forgotten. Love will be
active. He who lommt.hbm ot. But

motive. There is a sphere ‘of action for every
Child of God, and he will find it if bis love bo|
true, surely as water finds its level. No work
is too humble for the Christian, so that God be
glorified thereby, heis a follower of one that was

“ meek and lowly in heart.”” Allow an illastra-
tion. The Subbath School, God’s own n
of souls, coumected with this church was lan-
guishing ; here with a firm and faithful band our
Sister took her place. It had been the custom
to suspend its operations during winter, for want
of regular attendance on the part of teachers.—
“ This” said she ** I canmot do, no, in all weath-
ers, come what will, life being spared, if but
two or three will come, there will I be.” Just
so- let our light as Christians shine, in dark
places, just where it is most needed, not roman-
tically going forth, or sentimentally deploring
that we canaot heal but acting where we can
for Jesus’ sake our works will justify our faith,
will prove our love, as humbly, gently, ﬁtbfnﬂy
wo follow in the footsteps of him who * went
about doing good.” Thus are we one with
Christ by faith, the Union cemented by undy-
ing Love, shown by our works in him, and for
his sake. ** 7% live is Christ.”

II. Dazath is Gain.

(1.) A real guin! for however strong our
{sith on earth, fears and doubts will assail the
soul, leaving a painful iwpression— but death
ends the trial, faith has been fully tried, parified
asm a farnace, it has come forth more “ pre-
cious than the finest gold 2* Hope, = distant
smiling hops has realized a full a glorioas prize.

find a phee, ennnot pass the port;h of the grave,
can never enter heaven. No, all foes are left
beliad, the last arrow of the enemy has sped,
the last conflict bas been endured—the victory
is won. The remorscless, cruel power of Satan,
that followed om though oft repulscd, is now

etzrnally foiled, his arts are now despised, his
might is gone, not a single assault shall ever
break the peace, the rest of heaven. Death, the
last enemy, would have seized his vietim but as
he clutched the casket, Christ took the jewel
away, nothing but crumbling earth remained
within the monster’s grasp—the life, the soul!
had risen, our sister lives, triampkant over
death, with God. Oh, is not this a gain indeed,
life for death—certainty for fear—the joy of vie-
tory for the pain of conflict—immortality and
an eternal inheritance instead of toil and cor-
ruption ? Surely it is “‘ gain to die.”

(2.) “Death is gain.” The race is run.
Look back, bore a sin was left, there an infirmi-
ty passed, youder especial grace reccived, the
weary panting soul refreshed by love divine, now
a distant glance of heaven obtained, again a foe
avoided, a temptation distanced—the body kept
under, earthly propensities mortified—pressing
on day by day, *looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of Faith’’—sometimes painfully and
wearily was progress made—but as the end drew
near, partaking more and more of Heaven’s spir-
it, lighter are the footsteps, innumerable and
hitherto invisible witnesses most deeply interes-
ted, wait, yea come with open arms to meet the
pﬂgﬂm—hﬂeh;lh ! The goal is gained, the
prize is won, Christ with bis own band bestows
the crown. He bas olaimed his on,tbe pur-
chase of hk‘bm,ah ehosen of bis love;, united |
to him on earth, now with him forevor fnrlle
said (and ever is the Father pleased with his re- |«
quest) “Fllier,l will that M'hm thou
hast s be with me where | am, that they
may behold the glory which thou hast given me.”
And * to him that overcometh will I givé to sit
with me my throne, even as 1 overcame
and am b:tp;:ﬂ’ﬂill my father on his throne.”

“ A Gain.” I8 not thnlandtoo weak to tell
of glory, immortality, of Jesus’ throne and love?

(3.) Death is gain. “ Precious in- the sight
of the Lord is the desth of his daints.” ’Tis
said of one,  be slew more in bis death than in
E&n.” Winth m m m

Vain is our faith without this light, this Love | the

arsery | trimmed, your lamp burning. Be warned,in-

snd | peace be the lot «-am hlu.hlm
”..-n: m .umqim
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in the United States, thl lftyyuu of ordina-
ry labour could not bave effected. Dead yet
speaking. The Missionary yet is cheersd by
rocord of her sufferings and triumphs. And
who at home would not wish to be like Am H.
Judson, would not wish to aid the cause for
of| which she euffered, loved and died. There are
times in which God brings eterni peculiar],
near—when its lights and lhldo':’ﬂlnh or d-r{

ken around us; 80 i8 it now—with the well known

sister, shall not Aer death be to us a gain?. Her
h&und pure example, her fearless to

| tho tomb speaks to you in Teuder words than we
.Mﬂmaw your ‘heéarts, Oh, be The | e
mmwwblﬁ

hﬂ Tnead:y night, from this pulpit an|ti h

eral sermon to and for the liv-
Ilig'tl pu‘noﬁad-—the funeral of the clristian
and of the unbelicver. Who then could tell how
soon, and upon whom the blow would fallwit
bas fallen. Who mext? Let your hght be

structed, for God—not man—has spoken—
Wateh, and her death shall be your gain—a gain
to all of us, It was but a week ago on yester-
day, the Sabbath morn, together in the bouse of
God, sweet was the melody to which we listen-
ed, sacred was the song in which our sister lad
our voices to the Saviour. Now she is gome
but is the voice now silent ? No! hark ! a gol-
den harp now sounds, before the very throne of
God she stands—the new somg is bymnmed, and
with saints, angels, and archangels, our much
loved sister joins in holy, endless notes of joy
and praize. Then even to oursclves, strange
paradox, our loss is gain—the gain to her how
great, and in the courts above each one gained
from a sinful world to join the ranks of heaven
calls forth a louder and a higher note of joy.
And now a few short words of application.—
My own heart weeps and smiles, conflioting tra-
ly are its deep emotions. ] had learned to love,
much to love our sister, was delightca to see her
countenance warmed with holy graee, both in
the sanctuary and social eirele ; tears will not
be restrained viewing the lifeless form, although
we do rejoice in her eternal gain. Sister, we
shall meet again. Could 1 be permitted to en-
Ier the mred ssnctuary of a mother B gr;ef to

Lagile whde yet mustymr sorrows still be borne ;
but let joy mingle with the grief, yours is the
happy lot to bave children here on earth, and
childeen too in heaven. Some to love you here
and some to meet you as you near that- better
land.” Does not the sainted spirit of your daugh-
ter, even mow whisper to your ear of Faith and
Hope, ‘“‘weep not for me.’” Pcacza then mother.
God’s peace be yours. Great is your gain.

To the brother bowed and blighted, to the
sister sorrowing, yet not without hope. Go on.
Take for a little while the weighty charge apon
yourselves ; she who helped you to bear it is
gone. Jesus has taken her to a better, wider
field, but He will belp youto sustain your charge.
Give up your sister cheerfully to him, who gave
her to you at the first, and He himsclf wall fill
the void in your affection, in your circle. Each
tie cut that binds us to this earth, but brings us
nearer to our home, and binds vur hearts more
firmly there.

Speak we to the fond friends’ woe. Loved
you our sister? Jesus loved her more. ** He
walked into his garden 4o sec if the pomegran-
ates budded.” The fruit was ripe, the flower
was fair, and he took it to his home.

Shall we address the young hearts’ sorrows.
Your teacher and your friend has loft you, soon
must you follow. We would not rudely check
the flowing tear, let aff2ction weep, but let faith
look up, and see ber gain, follow her as she fol-
lowed Christ, so shall your death be glorious.—
Whenever amid familiar scenes you gase around
almost expecting still to see those kind and well
known features—remember Christ and Heaven
and her ab goin. Let Jesus beyour life
for all his Tamily in Heaven and earth are one.

And now s solemn moment of

Prepare to meet your God.”

ly, he find you sleeping.”” Who among you

ny may arise to labour in the vineyard, fw-m
the day eof labor will be o’er.

Then let u®all seek here to pnnllnt “ %o
hhw\»ﬁnﬂnu,h and

M,M“Mkm

to this community, the trmuphnt end of our|and

uFth to the aff: and

bleeding heart, § wousld say : __Pemﬂ
"n--la,-h”: qur's} band.

the k hl u g _} At

‘“Witoh&" los, is |
is the Lord’s command, “lest coming sudden=|decth,

all mllhkemmter’lplmhere 1 the church {¢

of God ; here, in the Sabbath Sehool. Ob, may {msn ¢
bemthu!wmhmhhn bo-a,u 3e

W leave thnmlln(ou-n{th .h.,h.' :

1852

the oﬁuornf the little word ﬂr. Hu therefore

pmchd&monu-_ymudhvﬁeiﬁo
contributions® of all. Imn

gentloman, noks member dh.m

pastor, “hwﬁnehmllyoupn me in aid of
this great object 2’ The reply was, “ Mr. C—,
I'll give you an even sum ; pat me down $50.”
The pasto#'was so greatly -surprised at such a
result, that he hesitated to enter the

e Y

ly, hct with no little emo-
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_For the Recorder.
“sadi» Christian Union,
Three qualifications are indispensable to chris-

pensable to ghristian communion:

three fold cord, the one baptism. Eph. 4: 3—8.

given us of His Spirii.
unity of the Sp;nt which is 2he bond of peace.

union cmnot exist.

the Spirit, are secured by the prayers of Christ.

children o
which Chri
tians are brg
 faith, it is ol

q:attem '
L -i.'

J ‘!:‘.. it :
Y 3

b Bro theis ST

of all the'y
ever invente
artificers. Smch builders might as well expec
Christ and Beli

without (de fuilk,

pensable that the constitution given by Christ
und his Apostles should be strictly observed.—
The materials baving one Spirit, oae Lord, one
Sfaith, must also, as written, have the one bap-
tism. Not the baptisms which supplant faith,
or precede fuith ; not the baptisms which Popes
and bishops have invented, and which destroy
the figures intended by the great Head of the
church’; bat the one baptism, which Christ and
his Apostles taught and praetised, and which
symbolizes the glorious plan“of salvation.

The chureh which has the one Spirit, one
Lord, one feith and one baptism, may hope and
trust in the promised intercession of their Lord—
Sanclify them through thy iruth, thy word is
truth. Baptism, with other sacred institations
has its sanctifying influences, after the Spirit has
regencrated the subjocts ; and it affords the an-
swer of & good conscionee, if no other blessing,

munions contrary thereto, aet the part of schis-

&ﬂnﬁyﬁﬂwmhw

dust to its

__________

q" .o . .'n_. II
m;m* “*wwrvm-. ;

proached him. ¢ Well, Mr. Ve ” sid &oﬂ@dod to his disciples in the American wil-

""j_'-notﬁer ‘Bloody, but” ehort -

tian uwion, sud a fourth must be added as indis-

In order to christian union, there must be one
Spirit, one Lord and one faith; and in ordor
to chureh union there must be in addition to this

Ist. A vital, spiritual union can only be effect-
'|ed by the Holy Spirit—Hereby we know that
we dwell in Him, and He tn us, because He hath
This is called the

The spirit unites -believers to Christ as branches

united to akma wheré the sap communicates
from the vine to the branches. See John 15: 2

to 6. Without this union to Christ, chmtmu
2d. Believers being made one with Christ by
As thow Falher art in me, and I in thee, that

they all my,h one in us.— That the love w)aere-
with thou h?-u loved me, may be in them,* and I

w fhem.
3d. The gme faith, is that which unites its
subjects to £ brist, whercby they are called the

s the household of God, and by
wdls in their hearts. When chris-
aght togethier and built upon this
d the unity of the faith. Those
bnild tp churohm or to fm
7 . w.*s
31T 5 ‘:‘rvb =
engmes or mlcr rogefncrutlom
_lq the papal fathers or modern

I to dwell together, as to estab-
lish a union | amongst professors of christianity

4th. In order to organize tbehdy (or chureh)
of which Chidst is the Great Head, it is indis-

m‘ou,em Mmybaguhmdndmbo <
many of the Baptist churches in Awhl,ﬂm lﬂwm

they have done in England. O, that the prayer
ourl.ordforhkprmﬂndhmplu may be

dthoqhahugyhmh

her millenary glory.

¢ What though the gates of hell withstood §
Yet must this building rise,

*Tis thine own work, Almighty God,
And wondrous in our eyes.”

"~ Vier.

From the American Messenger.,
Iam w. that Leaf,

Jn the vijlage of H , & laborious pastor was
standing in bis place on a beautiful Sabbath of
October, and with achihg heart was delivering
his message to a people 'that secmed indifferent
to all utterasnces. Behind the pulpit there was
a window, through which could belseen a tree
whose foliage had been changed by autumnal
frost. A young man ina remote pew, while
gazing listlessly in the direction of the pealpit,
saw a leaf separate from a twig of the tree, and
with slow vibrations descend to the ground. In-
stantly, be said, as if the leaf had a tongue and
spoke t¢ him, the reflection arose, I am Lixe
THAT LEAF. My hold on life is just so slender.
| may soon be detached and fall like that sere
leaf. Then where sball I be ? One considera-
tion started another, and thought piled on
thought, until his mind was stirred to its lowest
depths, and hc was in an agony of solicitude res-
pecting his proapocta for eternity. God’s still
small voice in thé leaf spoke louder to h:m than
thunder.
But this case stood not alone in that Sabbnth
assembly. Christ had his eye and his heart up-
on another precious soul of that cowpany to
whom the anxious pastor thought he was preach-!
ing with little effsct. There ‘was another M
er dmotherm 2re,.in 8 form whigh.

2l

m“:m.m -
another young man, who was lookmg up at the
singers, observed that a pious lady, s she sung
those lines, unaffectedly raised her eyes heaven-
ward, as if uttering an earnest prayer. ~ Perbaps
she is praying for me, was instantly his refloe-
tion, and yet I have never “prayed for myself.
Wretch that ] am, to live so prayerJess and
mindless of God and the fature. What can ]

- Fix d

t

_.t

know

found

awed.

cious.

expect from the hand of a righteous God but
everlasting destruction ?

The train of thought thus started by God's

scrmon in the leal was pursued nnder the direc-

tion of God's Spirit in the heart, and he, too,
that very morning became intemsely anxious to

pressed a desire to be prayed for, and to be guid-
ed into the way of life. The effect upon the meet-
ing of such a development was elesctrie.
pastor himself and most of his church were taken
by surprise. Thg impenitent were startled and

prevailing prayors.
sued and the fruit thereof were eminently gra-

what he should do to be saved.

at the prayer meeting, and there they ex-

The

It was a time of confessions, tears, and
A revival of great poweren-
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justify s departure from the original mode

T~ ol

th. h.:y, on tha

gpme

d‘&aﬂﬂm""_. | those
om&aﬁmmmbnﬂynéodtb

* {latter only in view of considerations drawn from

expedienoy ; which is to say that they canmoef =
reject it in the eontingeney eontemplated by is.

Since that time we have wet with strong cen-
firmation of the foregoing reasoning. An able
Protestant writer embodies both of these argu-
ments in a single paragraph, as his own. To
bim, a common basis of principle seemed to sup-
parttham ‘Hear his words. “‘Sacramental an-
tions have no virtue in them, as 'charms tied
either to clements, or to words ; they are only
good because commaunded. Adiﬁunuhhot
things, may indeed justify an-aiteratiomas to
circumstances : the danger of dipping in cold
climates, may bea very good reason for changing

mates were inhabited by Christians to which
wine could not be brought, we should not doubs
but that whensoever God makes a real necessi-
ty of departinig from .any institution of his, he
does thereby allow of such a change, as that ne-
cessity must draw after it : o we do not condemn
the license that is said to have been granted by
Pope Innocent the Eighth to celebrate without
wine in Norway; nor should we denys men
the sacrament who had a nataral snd uncon-
querable aversion to wine or that communicated
being near bis last agonies, and that should have
the like aversion to either of the elements. When
those things are real, and not pretended, meroy
is better than sacrifice.” (Burnet on the Arti-
cles; pp. 453, 454.)

According to Bishop Bmt, then, the substi-
tation of sprinkling for dipping in England, and
the eelebmuyl of the Eucharist without wine

; We eordial

2" them; but that, if we approve

either, our approbation must be given to both!

In fact, they are equally without excuse ; sinoe

manded,” snd the one is as destitute of divine
authority as. the other!

In both instsnees, too, “the necessity of de~
parting from the institution,” is pretended and
not real.  No one, surely, will contest this po-
sition, so far as it refers to the Eucharistin Nor-
way. And so far as it refers to imwersion in
England, we support it by the testim sny of two
Pedo-baptists, Dr. Wall :—*“Our climats is
no colder than it was for those thirteen or four”
teen hundred years from the beginning of Chris-
tianity bere, to Queen Elizabeth’s time, and not
near 5o cold as Muscory, and some other eonn-

In the evening, both of these young men were ftries, where they do still dip their children in

baptism, aand find no inconvenience in it.”
(Hist. of Inf. Bap. vol.4.) Wilsius :~*“That
immersion may be practised in cold dountries
without any great danger of health and lifs, the
Museovites prove by their own example; who
entirely immerse their infants three times in wa-
ter, not believing that baptism can otherwise be
rightly administered.” (Oeccon. Foed. I. 4, o.
16.) EXAMINER.

el o

Sommhdym,wepuhlmlwd mullu-. .
ticles under this caption, in the Herald. Thny
derness— Sanclify them through thy truth, thy|were to the following effect.—Many Protestant
word is lruth. For mthonttheintaromou of | writers
Christ, the gates of hell would prevail against|of baptism, upon the plea of its diffieulty in some
the church ; but with his intercessions, we nced|climates, and its danger to some m‘iﬂﬂ-‘
not fear that the man_of sin, 41l the seducing|So Papists exeuse the denial of the cup jn the
gpirits, ner the gates of bell, shall empm:ﬂlmd’aﬁw, of .
again®t the church baving one spirit, one Lord, |the searcity of wine
omhithlldmhph,n as to ceﬁngnhb oﬁapnmot ite %umﬂl hmp&-

hale s, g

the form of baptism to sprinkling ; and if *li- -

: el cases!?! : =
m opinion.” Not that we “do

‘‘sacramental actions are only good because com-

which is abbve all price. 'These four qualifica-
tions being indispensable to - the coustitution of
the christian church ; it follows that oll those
who attemps to form christian unions and com-

watics, rafier than peace-makers, towards the
olnmh M Toqmm without

. pnvmhouah
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Though God thus manifested his own sover-
eignty in these instances, by so choosing means
as, in the words of Elihu to Job, to hide pride
from man, and tkat no flesh should glory in his
presence, he so oxercised that sovereiguty as
to honor his own appointment that he will be in-
quired of by the house of Isracl to do these
things for them. It subsequently became known
that a few members of the ¢hurch M—qdatly

i

met for the ssme on Smﬂny evenings, ina

implore the infigsnce of the - |

occur, where earncst prayer in one portion of
ﬂnaburchormﬁu in one family or snother,
st the necessary antecedent. And how sel-
_' a revival commence just in the line of
u’poohthl- ~ The sovereignty of God,
2 it is & 8¢ of grace, is always ex-
od in his own divioe ‘answer #o pray-
or. Andﬁermiul 1o be learned by
b h,wginm:-mudm

&_

= hpﬂs- of Servants,

The correspondent of a nelghbtmng Predg
terian paper says:

“The law of Christian baptism is prednfyﬂn
same with the law of circumcision, and extends
to preeiscly the same servant-membors of Chris-
tian bouseholds as did the rite of circumeision to
tbehuﬂywhomioldd Abrabam, of the Jews,
and of all proselytesto the Jewish faith ; abat~

“Goflmplﬁnl‘r pusposes, sad per-
hpmmhﬂ,uﬂhﬁum% and our
responsibility in the present dsy; God was
pleased, I say, to set up his kingdom or Chiurch
wmﬁ,hnnﬂﬁuhhﬂqﬁﬂn
where the mdhﬂqum
the same with that whieh now exists among ©s.
mm«umm—,ﬂ
of those who mhn‘hiioh.a,

ras hnu lut. ‘“'!'Mhﬁ- liﬂ
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