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' - Special Notice. -

The Publisher of the Recorder has now sentaccounts
1o all those indebted for more than one year for the
- paper. ~ We hope these bills will be promptly paid.
Our readers will recollect the terms. If payment
is made in adnlice, the price of the paper is two dol-
Jars per years—if payment be delaged until the end
‘of the year, the cost of the paper is three dollars.—
Four dollars will be veceived in payment for two
years’ subscription, when the payment is made at the
beginning of the second year. If any person shall
seceive a bill for the Recorder who bas paid his sub-
scription, the mistake will he rectified, by a reference
to the number of the paper acknowledging the pay-
ment of the money. Should a person forward money
and not see the receipt in the paper after waiting a
week or two, he will confer a favor by writing to the
Publistier, stating the facts and requesting 10 know if

the letter bas been received. .- -

Baptism.

On Saturday last, the ordinance of baptism was ad-
ministered by Rev. Thomas W. Tobey, Pastor of the
Rahleigh Baptist Church, Eighteen persons—six males
and twelve females—were immersed. ; _

From the time of the coming of brother Reynold-
#on to your city, until the present, fifty-seven persons

|it is only the loss of a single argument-—an argument,
,@oweur, which I would d, were an angel to re-
ject it. Must a cause fall, if all it supporters do
not support it with all the same arguments

We believe that the following explanation of the
part of the chapter referred to, which speaks of bap-
tism, is the one generally received by the Baptists.

& Ezamination of Rom. vi. 3.—The apostle Paul,
ha:‘ling ltﬂmf gly tmlly stated nlv;lion l:o t:e

iltiest of men, t grace reigning through right-
gum unto elernal life by Jesus &nﬂ our Lord,

that we
our baptism. ‘Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into
his death? Something is here supposed to be im-
plied in baptism. of which no Chnistian should be
norant ; and that thing is, that all who are baptiz-|

are by that ordinance exhibited as dead along
with Christ. To be baptized into Christ's ddgth is
not merely to be baptized into the faith of his death,
but of our.own death with him. For ;L oprddgath
along with him is not implied in being baplized 1nto
his dgen.th?tgn hr F at 0
own death. But it is our own death with Christ,
that the apostle is proving by our baptism into
Christ's degth. The third verse would be no proof
of what is asserted in the second verse, if our baE-
tism into Christ does not imply our death in his death.
‘ Therefore we are buried with him, by baptism,
into death.’ As in Christ's death, we have died with
him ; so in baptism, we are figuratively put into the
grave along with him. Words cannot more plainly
teach an _ytgi

of the word? ~ At the very worst,

in the beginning of the sixth chapter of

his epistle to the Romans, the objection that in every
age has been made o his doctrine : *Shall we con-
tinue in sin, that grace may aboand ' He refutes
this objection by the fact, that from our union with

faith, we have died along with him. And
{uwe died along with Christ, he proves from

this Would be no proo all of our

ng than these words declare, that i

have been baptized into the fellowship of the church, baptism we are buried with Christ. Baptism, then,

and eight have been received by letter. Two who
have been received by the church as candidates, are
yet unbaptized.

- ——

Creedof a Denomination sometimes known
as an Anti-Creed Denomination.

The following Creed which we have received from

an esteemed brother, is one adopted by many mem-

must not only contain a likeness to burial, but that
likeness is emblematical. There may be resemblance
between two objects, and to exhibit that likeness in
words is a beauty in language. But if the likeness
is merely accidental, it is o a figure of speech,
and can teach nothing. To found an argament on
such ground, would be the extravagance of fanati-
cism. Homer compares the falling of his heroes
headlong from their chariots, to the diving of water-

ut this resemblance is merely accidental,

and the victor had no intention of giving an emblem

bers of a Denomination which some are pleased tolof diving; ndr could any argument be grounded on

call an Anti-Creed Depomination. Our readers may
be pleased to have an opportunity of becoming ac-
quainted with it. Tt is copied from Winebrenner's
popular work. It may also be found in the Chris-
tian Sun of Jan. 28th.

“Near]y, if not quite all of them would agree in
the following sentiments : >
" 1. “That God is the rightful arbiter of the uni-
verse ; the source and fountain of all good.

2. “That all men have sinned and come short of
the glory of God.

3. “That with God there is forgiveness ; but that
sincere repentance and reformation are indispensa-
ble to the forgiveness of sins.

4. “That man is constituted a fair moral agent
and made capable of obeying the

goepel.
5. “ That through the agency of the Holy opirit|
souls in the use of means are converted, regenerated b

and made new creatures,

6. “That Christ was delivered for our offences
and raised again for our justification, that through
his example, doctrine, death and resurrection, and
intereession. he has made salvation possible to every
one, and is the only Saviour of lost sinners.

7. “That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ors
dihances go be observed by all true helievers; and
) sm 1s the immersing of the\candidate j

water in the name of the Falge
of the Holy Ghost. :

8. “ That a life of watchfulness and prayer only
will keep christians from falling—enable them to
live in a justified state and ultimately receive to them
the crown of eternal life.

9. * That there will be a resurrection of both the
just and unjust,

10. “That God bas ordained Jesus Christ judge,
&ec., &ec. -

“Some Presbyterian preachers are quoting Judson
and another distinguished Baptist minister, as saying
that the Baptists are wrong in quoting the 6th of
Romans as favoring immersion. Is this so or nat

It is strange that good men will tell untruths.—
When our Presbyterian brethren guote Judson here-
after, we hope that they will give his exact words.
In the 5th American Edition of his sermon on Bap-

tism, published by Gould, Kendal and Lincoln, ‘page
* 18, he makes the following remarks : '

“ Baptism is by the Apostle Paul repeatedly com-
pared to a burial. In one passage believers are said
to be buried with Christ by baptism, and in another,
to be buried with him in baptism, and to be therein
rismn with him.

“Whether baptism”in these passages denotes exter-
nal or spititnal baptism, it is evident that the figure
derives all its propriety and beauty from some im-

lied resemblance between the external nte and a
gurial ; mor can it be imagined that the Apostle would
have ever compared baptism of any kind to a burial,
had there been no such resemblance.

“ When we are said to be spiritually circumeised,
m pu.umﬂ; off the body of the sins of the flesh, there
is an evident allusion 1o the nature of the external
right of cireumcision ; and the propriety of the figure

depends solely on the resemblance which can be

traced, between ihe external rite and the spiritual
100.

“When Paul was exhorted to be baptized, -and to
aash away his sins, there was an evident allusion to
the use of water, in the ordinance of baptism; and
had there been no application of water on which to
ground such an allusion, we may be certain that we
should never have heard of ing away sins in

" Accordingly. none are ever said to be washed in
u‘icumui;im, heca:ae there is ;;1: resemblance be-
tween that rite and washing, So also, igh . welwhen sy E such things. The ides is simpl
are said, in a spiritual sense, to be cruci with Eeing cove }" e 5 ¢

the likeness.
might be said to be buried in the water; and there
would be as good a likeness in this to Christ's burial,
even as in baptism. But the likeness is only acci-
dental, not emblematical. No argument could be
drawn from this, to prove a dying with Christ. This
would be a metaphor. But baptism is not a ﬁFure
of speech; it is an emblematical action. The like-
ness is intentional. and the actfon performed is sym-
bolical. - Were it not so, the aposlre

mately argue from bath as from baptism. This dis-
tinction is sell-evident, and we shall find that it is of
decisive importance. From not understanding it,
some have said that we bhave as good a right to find
in the meaning of baptism, something corresponding
to planting, as to bunal. Planting 18 a metaphor;
there must then be a likeness, but no emblematical
import.

** *That like as Christ was raised up from the dead
y the glory of the Father, even So we also should
walk in newness of life.’ Here we see that baptism
is an emblem also of the new life of the Christian.
He dies with Christ to sin; he rises with him to a
new life of holiness. There must, then, be some-

r and ¥ the Son and likeness’of his

of his resurrection.” In our baptism, then, wé are
emblematically lnid in the grave with Christ, and we
also emblematically rise with him. It is designed
to point to cur own resurrection, as well as the res-
urrection of Christ. In haptism, we profess our faith
in the one as past, and in the other as future. W hat
simplicity, what beauty, what edification is contain-
ed in this ordinance! "How have all these been over-
whelmed by the trafitions of men! How clearly
does this ordinance present the (ruth that saves the

When a person dips in bathing, he

e might as legiti-

baptism, that is calculated to be an emblem
ion, as well as of a burial. Immersion
1 ; and immersion is jthe

g

we

How admirably is it calculated to recall the

mind to a view of the ground of hope, that is calcu-
lated to silence unbelief! How is it that a vile sin-
ner can escape the wrath of God, and ebtam eternal

.H(.}W is it that Christ’x work 1s available for
Why. when Christ paid ourdebt, we ourselves

have paid our debt, for we are one with Chrisi. We
have died with Christ, and have risen with Christ;
Christ's death is our death; Christ’s burial is our
burial ; Chnsfs resurrection is our resarrection;
Christ's sitting in heavenly places, is our sitting in
heavenly places.”

Remington thus expresses his opinion.

““ 1 consider that a careful examination of this pas-
sage establishes the following. 1, That baptism is
here nsed as a metaphor, by which ta represent the
death, burial, and reswrreetion of Christ.
Christian’s death to sin, and resurrection to spiritual

Observe the two phrases. Buried with him by

baptism, and buried with him in baptisim. The one
referring to the act of baptism, and the other to the
state of the baptized. It is plain thatsprinkling can-
not answer this figure, and nothing short of, nothing
but immersion is intended by it.”

Hear what Dr. Fuller of Baltimore says, respecting
the passage in question.

‘¢ Observe, the apostle expressly says that we are
‘buried by baptism’ and * in baptism.’ He nlso calls
it a * planting.” He then adds, that in baptism there
is not only a burying, buta * rising." The pretence
that a spiritual burial is here meant conflicts directly
with the very word of God. That word says, ‘ by’
and * i’ the act of baptism the subject is buried. The
apostle had before spoken of the inward change (see
context) ; he here speaks of the external baptisinal
profession gf Christ. :

““ As for what is sometimes said abount the ancient
mode of burying, and the assertion that Christ was
not buried, | can hardly think our brethren serious

en.. The manner -is nothing,

anﬂ, we are not said 10 be crucified with him in|As to Christ's burial, the apostle says: “Christ was
baptism or circumcision, because there is no resem-) buried and rose again on the third day? And Jesus,

blance between those rites and crucifision.

expressions would be highly improper and abeurd

X s . » 1
because there is nothing Jike a burial or.a resurree- | "%, Fioom el s Thom fa bere (Rom. vi. 4) plainly

a reference to the ancieat mode of baptism by im-

mersion ; and I agree with Koppe mf

that there is reason to. regred it should have been

% latever, thpush abandouned in wost Christian churches, especially as

we “ht possibly have heard of ~washed in|it has'#o evident & reference to the mystic sense
baptism, we should never have heand of being buri-|baptism.”

- od in baptism ; for there being no resemblance, be-
tween such applications of ‘water and a barial, there
eould have been no. propriety. in. representing - bap-| " *¥

tion in the rite of circumeision.

: “‘Fo'i'lhommmwem rest assured, that
if baptism had consisted in sprinkling or pouring, or

any partial applitation of water

tism uader such a figure.

~ “But-there is fessed" resemb i
miﬂ:m;ﬁ simee &m:vﬁ
s 22z, axgndringe the highest authority

consists not in sprinkling or pouring,

but in ymymersion

- We wktt!nt our biother had given the names of

~ wrong ia quoting the 6th of Romans, as favoring
immersion. We have a distinct recollection of hav-{a
pist zutho

- N
> B

- “Rommnﬁar,' on the prssage).—* lmmc;a
the waterof hpf‘-’: and eoming forth out of it,
mbol of a persoa’s neiygg his former |

whose works are

Christ, buried as dead

referring to histurlnl, employs the very idea of the
«“Nor are we ever said to be buried in circamcis-| Passage before us,
ien, or'to-be-risen therein 10 newness of life. Such

*For as Jonas was three days and

three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son of
Man be three days and three ni

1
- &

on the contrary,

e o g o s

New Testament,

w HIgC us i :

devoted to Christ by baptism."— Stuar

Christ is faith, aud the mean of pro
of sealing our union with Christ,is bn
ploys the expression, ‘to be baptiied
as equivalent to this, *20 e united to

baptized unto Christ in the style of Pa
signate asimple external profession of &
the Gospel, bat the act of beart by wiia

ought to be baptized : 1. Because the Jba
said 10 be consecrated to Christ by
is true ofnone buybelievers. 2. Beca
die to sin and rise to a new life, whigc
true believers. As the baptized are s
to rise again, the passage can not meaf that baptism
is merely emblematie of what they o
expressing what they ought to do wi
that they did it. Either, then, the bapMized persons
really died and rose again in a spiritial sense in bap-
tism, and then they were real bellever, or else they
died and rose again professedly, and then they were
professed believers. LEither sense proves that, accord-
ing to this text, none but true believers ought to offer
themselves for baptiso, and none but those who make
a credible profession of faith ovught to be received to

2. Of the

ghts in the heart of

Rosenmuller

o_l‘

.... ;
. o

n to R

to sin; and then did rise up out of the water, 10 sig-

nify their entrance upon o mew life. And to

eustoms the apostle alludes when he says: ‘ How
shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein ?
Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Thoere-
fore, we are buried with him by baptism.”’ Vol. 1,

p. 493,

and of our returning from them.” Chrys. Hom. ii. 1
Cor. p. 6890,

¢ Indeed, only try sprinkling or ﬁng l:o:l:ha::
now ye

so many of us as were poured into Jesus Christ were

passages, and how will it sound? ¢

into hisdeath ? Therefore we are bugied with
im by pouring into death? Or let.us try *sprink-

led,’ * Know ye not that so many of us as were
sprinkied into Jesus Christ ‘Were sprinkled into his
death ? Therefore we are buried with him by sprink-

ling into his death " Tt is certmin, then, this verse

requires immersion. But note, the Apostle here de-

clares that all who are baptized are so buried,”

Baptist Noel thus writes, - -
“Knew ye not that when men are baptised, they

are by vow, covenant, and profession ligh# into the
beliel of a crugified Savior, who digd »

us from it; and do. profiss that re
we renounceit, as dead to it for
Therefore in our baptism: we. ©
water, as signifying our” covepant plol
as he was buried for sin, we are dead and
sin; that as the glorions pewer of God rajsed him
from the dead, so we should rise up to live to him in
newness and boliness of life.,”—Baxter.. -

4 Eto save

S Y

““All who had been baptised unto the name and

religion of Jesus had received the sign and made the
prolession of communion with hiq],'a."d, conformity
to him in his death, that in virtue of

their sius, they should die to all sin. This profession
was equivalent to being buried with Christ, as dead
with him. The baptism of a converted Jew or Gen-
tile wasa professed manifestation of his death 1o sin,
and it was a professed introduction “to fi}é walking in
newness of life"—Scott.

ying for

““We, by being baptized into his death, are con-

ceived to have mnade a similar transiation ; in the
act of descending under the water of baptism to have
resigned an old life, and in the act of mscending to
emerge into a second, or new life."—Chalmers.

“The act of baptism denotes dedisation 1o the

service of him in whose name we are baptized. QOne
of its desginsis to dedicate or consecrate us to the
service of Christ.- Thus (1 Cor., x., 2) the Israelites
are said to have been baptized anto Moses, €. e., they
became consezrated, or dedicated, or bound to him
as their leader and law-giver. In the place before
us, the argument of the apostle is jevidently drawn
from the sapposition that we have been solemnly
consegrated by baptism w the service of Christ. By
the solemn profession made at our bagtism we had
become dead to sin, as Christ was dead to the living
world around him when he was burieg ; as he rose
from death, so we, being made dead t4 sin and the
world by that religion whose professi

by baptism, should rise to a new life, # life of Loli-
ness,”—RBarnes.

is expressed

““To be baptized unto Clrist (in C“ﬁtwm) is be-

yond doubt to be baptized uato this, tha? each should
profess his commnion with Christ; #hat each by
that baptiem, as by a sign and testidmony, should
avow that ke had believed in Christ.]'—Vitringa,
Obs. Sae., iii., 22, 822, i

“The sense is . . . as many of us ajs have beex

““As the mean by which a union ta place with
¢ that faith,
: » Paul em-
Aunlto Christ)
rist’ To be

7 does not de-

that religion, an act of which =a 1o - the rite
of baptism was the p_ublictd ordair ‘ﬁpr#ﬁ
In s & passage, asin Gal., #it.,8 & baptias is
ta : : : Tisy, €t of wigieh |

lievers alone
ptized are
ptism, which
the baptized
.nonc do but

From this passage it is plain that -.

baptism.”

gaid respecting the matter.

- — -

Tae WestminsTer Review.-—The January num-
ber of Leonard Seottand Co.’s reprint of this Review
has beenissued. The original work “§8 now in the
hands of J. Chapman, Esq., of London. The price

of the reprint is Three Dollars per year.

- - a—s

Pastor's Haxp-Boox.—Lewis Colby, Esq., of
New York, has published a; small work bearing the
above title which we take pleasure in recommending
to the ministers of the gospel whe may read our pa-
per. It comprises selections from Scriptufe arrang-
ed {or the various occasions of official duty together
with.select formulas for marriage; and rules of or-
der for churches Ecclesiastical and other assemblies.

Every minister. should own and use the book.. W.
L. Pomeroy has the work for sale.

- —

Pixey Grove Caurcu.—Three deflars have been
received from the members of this chyggh for the N.

C. Baptist Mission House,

Also from David Wells three dplln‘!ii’. ggdfmmts_is-

ter S- Long five dollars, for the same purpose

Dr.-Dawson writes, utdet 34t gf
Nov. 13, thit the first of June
October, 6,134, applicants

VISIT OF MR- AND MRS, VINTON.

, | this
! ‘nl!li a x % Pl -
tearned hiaye rightly nminbmdod:g that on sceoabt off.

ers on.h!_toliu?
.1 Chureh. i€ el

: nme vy Dr. Woods, speak-|
ing dih-miﬁ'mgi!ﬂ" We are, like| .
arise, like him, to & new ml?:; ‘ mm a.;_.,,‘“?.“,.;:

m. yi. 4.—* Buried with him,
- of baptizing by m-

R R |

)| . A fow days ago Mr. and Mrs, . Vinton left
flm‘“-' return to Maulmain. Their com-

ng here neither excited opposition nor su-
spicion, and Do question was asked. - The fact.
srving of notice, as an evidenge of the H

- BN
4

.‘ 4;‘.?__ (_. - - -
0 ! ’.' ' -."__ﬁ 1
]« L ﬁ.'mwhop Tillotson ¢ Anciently those
: whommﬂptﬂm‘,?mu.wh ro?u‘l:
pified the g $eipg of ﬂtebﬁ'r : w o

«Chrysostom proves the resurrection from the
apostolic mode of baptism. ¢ Our being baptized and
immerged in the water, and our rising again eut of
it, is a symbol of ourdescending into hell or the grave,

he religion of
‘one aceepts

l to die dnd

gbt to do. Its
Id not prove

If any one wishes more npon this subjeet, we will
give hereafter the views of Pengilly, Jéwett, Turnty,
and a host of others. We think that epough has been

. !
Sl

s Yo the end of
the dispensary, Oeecasion is t&hﬁd“
religious jinstruction to all who will ﬁstem
Some dispute, sore ask respoctful questions,
some assent, a few stop their ears. ~The fol-.
lowing extracts from his letter will b read with

- ~ ‘-r i {4 .- "K.-_"" . o |.m”M b‘”‘go‘
The following article written by our
Meredith, & number-of years ago, has been found

his papers, Thinking it will preve highly 1.3.
i .b!'::iny of the readers of the Recorder, we
now jmbiuh it. The article appears to be a reply
to one written in the Christian Index.

Query.—Should those persons who have been
immersed on a profession of their faith. by Pedobap-

tist administrators, be rebaptized before they can be

admitted to fellowship in a Baptist church *—Chris-
tian Indez. /s

On account of the manner in which this enquiry
bas been stated, it seems to admit of a doubt wheth-
er it relates to the validity of the rite in the case sup-
posed, or to the proper subject of church fellowship.
But as it has been taken for granted both by your.

self and brother M. that the allusion is exclusively

to the validity of the ordinance, I shall take the lib-

erty to do the same. The question before us is
therefore neither more nor less than this,—Is the-or-
dinance of Baptism valid when administered by a
person who has not been immersed ?

To this questizm. thus stated, it seems to me the

answer must be plain, from a slight attention to the
following considerations.

What are the essentials of a Jawful and valid Bap-

tism? Evidently the prescribed act, performed up-
ona properly gualified subject, by a properly author-
ized administrator, and in the name of the sacred
Trinity. [If all these indispensable constituents be
present, the ceremony will be valid, but il any of
them be absent it will be altogether null. For ex-
ample if the act be wanting, there can be no Bap-
tism, because the identical operation which consti-
tutes the substance of the ordinance and gives name
and character to the whole proceeding is left out.—
It is on this ground that Baptists call in question the
validity of the sacrament, when the act of aspersion
or effusion is substituted for an act of immersion.—
So also if the person receiving the ordinance be a
Jew or a Grzek, or a Heathen, or an Infidel, or any
other than a professed and supposed believer in
Christ, although every other requisite be present,
the subject will be defective and of course the sacra-
ment will be invalil. It is on this ground that Bap-
tists withhold their assent from the rite when admin-
istered to infants, In like manner also if the cere-
mony be performed in the name of Mohamet, or of
Moses, or of Paul, or of any other person or party
than-the Holy Trinity, it can be of no avail, because
the great and distinguishing peculiarity of Christian
Baptism is laid aside. And on the sume principle,
although there may be nothing objectiopable in the
act, the subject, or the name invoked, yet if the rite
should be solemnized by a Mohametan, a Jewish
Rabbi, a Heathen Priest, or even 2 common unbe-
liever, it would necessarily be invalid,—and that for
the obvious reason, that a properly authorized ad-
ministrator would be wanting. All this is so plain
it appears to me that nothing further is necessary to
secure the concurrence of every person at all ac-

quainted with the subject.

We inquire in the second place, what are the qual.

ifications necessary to constitute a properly. author-

ized administrator? It is necessary- for our present
purpose to answer this question only so far as to say
that he must bave been baptized himself. That a

pem*b has mnl regularly baptized, gnd  who
.'.m

eR necessary qnafiﬁcaﬁ?ﬁs is au-
. inigte the ordinance, the Scriptures
aftly testify. - And if it should be suppoted

is all
o

that a person may be qualified and yet lack baptism,

the proof must be produced before the supposition

can be sustained or admitted. Accordimgly all de-

nominations of christians who practice Baptism at

all, so far as I know, proceed upon the principle that

a person who has not submitted to the ordinance him-
sclf, is wholly imcompetent to administer it to others.
I will only add that if Baptism be not an indispensa-
ble qualification for the administration of that sacra-
ment, it is folly to contend that that iz an institu-
tion designed exclusively for the christian church;
forif it may be received of one who has never been
baptized, it must be received of one of course who
has’never been visibly connected witha body of ac-
tive believers. All this, I think, is too obvious to
need further argument.

I now come to enquire in the third place, whether
our Pedobaptist brethren have been baptized. If
they have, then aspersion or effusion is baptism, and
our distinctive sentiments as Baptists must be aban-
doned. If they have not, they are destitute of an
indispensable qualification for the administration of
the ordinance of Baptism, and of course that ordi-
nance, when administered by them. must be null and
void. This may be consilered assaying a great
deal, but it is certainly saying no more than we are
compelled to say if we would be consistent, so long
as w® retain our present opinions respecting the
necessity of an act of immersion in the Baptis-
mal sacrament. I must therefore think that the pro-
posed query has been clearly and conclusively an-
swered in the affirmative.

With your permission my good brother, I will now
make a few passing remarks upon some of the state-
ments found in your replies.

Your illustrations are not it seems to me quite
analogous. If the, officiating magistrates in the ca-
ses to which you refer, were in the view of the law
unqualified to solemnize the rite of marriage, it is

proper 1o ask, why were marriages, solemnized by

such functionaries considered legal and valid ? Sure-

ly this could not bave been a matier of course, for

the very fact of the incompetency of the officiating

agent implied an absolate nullity on the part of the
solemnity performed. If therefore a marriage, sol-

emnized by a person legally disqualified, was never-

theless legally valil, this must have been in conse-

quence of a special legislative enactment expressly

making it s0o. Now if there be any enactment in

our Seriptures, making the rite of baptism  valid,

when administere] by an unauthorized administra-

tor, then the cases must be consider® parallel, and

your msoqmg must be admitted 1o be conclasive.
But until such - legal enactment.on: the part of. the
great Legislator of the church can be produced, we
must take it for granted that no such provision was

made ;

 Your seriptural quotations my brother, do mot ap-
pear to me to be more happy than your illustrations.
You certainly cannot suppose that the mere facts
that Peter commanded the Samaratans to be baptized,
and that Paul declared that God had sent him not

ea

fi-| to baptize, ni “i’i}&i&g‘ii"ke' evidence that Bap-
| tism is not indispensable on” the part of the adminis-
.| tator, _Bubif they. do not furnish evidence to . this
+ | effect, it must be obvious that they can have noef-

| fectyal bearing on the questionin hand.

e 1 x =l ¥

m&m-ﬁ, swidlipds

told what itis.
in that the recipient
sibility in this matter, that circum-
nature of things could never atone for
a defect in the qualifications of the administrator so
as to convert a defective and unauthorized ceremo-
ny, into a complete and valid sacrament. Tt might
exonorate the party from the guilt of a willful neg-
lect of the Baptismal Institution, on the ground of
ignorance; should such ignorance necessarily exist,—
but it could never give existence to _the fact that he
had been baptized, nor could it ever create any ma-
terial difference between him and a person who had
ignorantly disregarded his baptismal obligations al-

» should be
But if it were even
free from
stance in {

arts and sciences. We boast
advantages and knowledge ove 1
beathen nations, yet in many res
but little superiority to them.
Superstition and belief in familiay g
tellers, &e., prevails 10 a shameful saq gy
tent, in some parts of our country, fh‘ LS
neighborhoods where nearly all the jph ™
lieve in tricking, poisoning by stepping gy,, . 1%
that purpose, &c. I regret that e, 8
members (be it said to their shame) hefjpye s ¥
things, and are in the babit of conpge’ . ™
tellers. This state of things is very mueh ¢
gretted for several reasons. ﬂ!n?
cases of sickness, to find lost or efs;:;r '
to find out whether or not they will ever g
become the butt and ridicule of their fag ot
tious and better informed neighbors,
church members, an unfavorable impressi
against their piety. R v
2. It is often productive of the greatest evily
tion, discord, disappointment and mcm
To illustrate this, I'will give a case or
come withinmy own kno « M. =g _
negro. He took up the idea that the negrg pasis
ed or poisoned, sends and” consults a forighe gp
She says the negro is poisoned, gives directing 5
merdicine for his cure and for the detection of
had given the dose, &c. Her statements aps .
her instructions followed—ike negro it
negro in the neighborhood is suspicioned of s
poisoned the deceased. Great excitement anj o \
sion ensued. The negro no doubt died ofa
was prevailing at that time, and would |
been cured but for this delusive superstitiog X
A certain lady was taken sick, and her fe
believed she was tricked or posoned, consglisgg
same fortune teller, who gave directions, ket gy
the case above. A neighbor and relation was fiy
by suspicioned. Great excitement prevailed i
bors and relations put at variance perhaps forem]
In such ‘a community the negroes who m takn
sick, believe that they are poisoned, of in ther oy
language, “bunt.” They have no confidenss j
physicians, however skilful, throw away theipug
cine, and secretly take medicine from some g,
ring negro in the neighborhood. Some white
do the same thing. :
3. It is sinful. = All church members who befiey
in and consult diviners or fortune tellers shoull §
dealt with and expglled from the church asfyr
other immoral act. The Bible is plain upox

however that ignorance hu been
ure of the case, it

It strikes me
supposed, when, in. the very nat
cannot exist. If a given individual apply to a Pe-
dobaptist administrator for baptism by 1mmemon,
the very fact that he does so, proves that he has some
intelligible views concerning the nature and impor-
tance of the act, which valid baptism implies. What
then are those views? Does he consider aspersion
baptism.? Why then does be not consent to be‘bap-
tized by aspersion? Does he believe that aspegsion
that the proposed administrator has
tized* ‘The truth is, there is po possible wiy of ex-
tricating such a person from the most palpable in-
consisiency. The very fact that he applies for im-
mersion proves that, in his own view aspersion is
The fact that he applies to a Pedo-
baptist administrator proves that he is willing to ad-:
mit that aspersion ¢s baptism, unless we suppose
him to believe, what no one can believe, that the
rite may be lawfully solemmzed by a person whe

has never submitted to it himself.

least, there is a contradiction and an incongruity in
such proceedings which ought to be clearly and con-

clusively set forth.

Kor can I wholly concur in the statements made
by you,my brother, in your remarks relative to bro.
You say in allusion to your
previous observation—**the walidity of the baptism
was made 10 depend upon the qualifications, views,
and impressions of the recipient. To constitute such
a baptism as this, the recipient should have a chris-
tian experience, right views of the gospel, and a full
confidence in the fitness of the administrator.”
my good brother, allow me to ask you, Where is the
evidencggf all this? Where is the proof that the va-
lidity of Baptism, or of any other rite whether religious
or civil can depend upon the qualifications, views,
and impression of the recipient?
On the contrary, if this proposition be
true, it is difficnlt to see how we ean question the
validity of many of our Pedobaptist brethren, even
when performed by aspersion.
ed that those who make a consistent p;ofessfon of
faith in Christ, have a christian experiecnce—nor will
it be-doubted that such have gencrally correet views
of the gospel ;—nor yet will it be doubted that they
have the most unshaken counfidence ip the fitness of
Why then is not sheir baptism
It will not do to say the defect
lies in their misapPrchension concerning the =zct,
since this cannot be greater, nor in any respeet more
material than that necessarily implied in the ease sup-
ed , ) g the adininistrator, “For surely if a
personean b
make 2 mistal® in relatidn
tions of the administrator, it is «
bis orthodoxy can be consistently questioned, when
his error relates to the act.
person possessing the ordinary qualifications for the
ordinance, should become convineed of the fitness of
a layman, or of a professed unbeliever, or of a Mus-
sleman or a Bralimin, and should accordingly submit
to the rite at the hands of such,—what would there
be in the case, on the principle stated above, which
could make his baptism invalid ?
that the {ault lies in the erroneous views of the candi-
date respecting the qualifications of the administra-
tor, it is to be berne in mind that both ecases suppo-
ses erronconus views in this respect, so that the only
difference which exists is found in the fact, that the
latter case supposes thé absence of more qualifications
than the former.

You say again, *“ But if the receiver acts in good
faith, and proceeds according to the gospel, then we
cannot yet perceive how the dad faith of the adminis-
trator nullifies his baptisin.”
brother, that you have made a slight mistake, with
regard to the grand turning point of the question be-
The anthority of the administrator, in the
present case, is to be called in question, not on ac-
count of his bad faith, Lut of his bad baptism, not
becanse he {2 nef’ a lelierer, bui because he has not
been baptized, 1 am by no means prepared to say
that a man’s bad faith may not disqualify him for
the administration of a religious ordinance ;—but ]
certainly cannot see that there®is any bad faifh, on
thie part of most of our Pedobaptist brethren, which
counld, of itself, disgqnalify them for such administra-
I question the validity of the ordinance,
when administered by such, selely on the ground
that they have ncver submitted lo it themselves.

never been bap-

not baptism.

To say the

M.’s conimunication.

I am aware of no
such prool.

Mal. 3{ 5. “T will be a swift Witness againgt (i
sorcerers.” Ol
Mic. 5: 12. “Thou shalt have {no more o

It will not be dounbt-

Deut. 18 ; 14. “ These nations harkened s fie
observers of times. and to diviners, but the Lon gy
God have not suffered thee 10 do so.

the administrator, : i
** good. and valid™? Deut. 18: 10, 12. “ There shall nd‘ﬂ
among you one that useth divination or 2 &

with familiar spirits, for all these things s
abomination to the Lord." - e
. Lev.19 : 31. - “‘Regand not them that hawe i

;6. “And the. soul tba.lLui -
ve familiar spirits . . . . 1 will selmy i
against that soul, and will cut him off froi :
his peaple.” At
"Jer.29:9,10. «Hearken not 10 your &
your enchanters, your sorcerers. They propless
lie unto you.” g ' s
From these declarations of God's word, it
dent that it is very offensive to him for his ps
consult diviners, fortune tellers, &e., for 3 by
pose whatever. Our churches should awake
ject, and deal with their members who ane g
of consuliing fortune tellers, | -

I should be pleased to hear from the Ediw
some of Lis experienced correspondents upaS

bj
Mill Hill, March 29th, 1852,

e rigint views of gospel; ahd yst
to thd proper qualifica-|’

cult to see how

Buat again, suppose a}

Should it be said

Framixcuam, Mass., March 22,182
My Dear Broruer :—I have jusi now res
nineteen dollars from Mr. J. J. Biggs (Mr. G
check) collected by you for the benefit of
Fullei’s daughter. F
mit it, and to forward by you an ackrowledge
of the receipt of it, as =oon as [ can hearfies
Winslow, to whom I shall send it. It will beal
acceptable offering, and many prayers will
God on behalf of the donors.  Yours traly,

It appears here, my

2 dNl':w Marxer Streer Cuvren.—Foud
idates were baptized by the pastor. '
Griffith, last -Sabbath. . : -

TweLrrn Cuuvken, Kensingron — 19
tor, Bro. Paulin, baptized two candidie
Sabbath evening Jast: . . 12§ 1A

- For the Recorder.

Dear Brotaer ToBEY :

At the request of the Baptist chureh =t Salem,
Lincolu county, N. C., a Presbytery of Elders. con-
sisting of A. Abernathy, R. B. Jones and W. Hill,
was called to examine and ordain brother A. J. Cans-
ler,"a ficentiate of that church, 1o the ministry. The
Presbytery met with the church on Friday the 19th
of March. Ordinatien sermon by Elder A. Aber-
mathy from 2 Timothy 4th chapter, first clause, 2nd
verse—* Preach the word.”
Abernathy was chosen chairman of the Presbytery.
The candidate having answered satisfactorily the
questions proposed, Eld. Abernathy offered the ordi-
nation prayer, Elder R. B. Jonesdelivered the charge,
and Elder Wade Hill, presented the Bible and exten-
ded the right hand of fellowship.

Brother Cansler graduated at Chapel Hill in June
1847, and bas talents that will render him useful in
the christian thinistry. He is located in the midst
of a field that greatly needs ministérial labor. ‘We
hope that his, extensive acquaintance and qualifica-|ded. It is in contemplation to build a¢

ley [ house of worsbip immediately.
ested friends have offercd to make
18 to carry forward this object. W'

i 1

man, of the German Charch, baptized

First Canpen Crurcn.—The pastdr, B
T. R. Taylor, baptizad last ath e
three candidates. The religious ‘imfores"
continues. . '

. ‘West Privaperenia,—The:
forward in West Philadelphia. T
Jjoys delightful harmony, and much fe

After the: sermon, Eld.

the meetings.” The pastor.
bath and the Sabbath before, baptized
or twelve candidates.” . . =

- GervMantows.—The Rev. J. ﬁ cHE
baptized ut Germantown, Jast Sabbath, e

ward in this place. There are several &%
conviction, and quite a purhber of ings
The Hall where the hicetings are held #
tions. will epable him to do much good in the Val
of the Catawbda. The Baptist interes: in this

e "Mooy of o Caeatiia

for twe. Should ‘any’ of our -,

- i--'.‘.-'.w-i 7

"‘iﬂ"h‘j!l‘ lﬁ‘lii“)‘"o‘ltﬁcﬁ Iu z sk _‘ 1 p
refreat in ‘summer, lét them come to the|
they: will be

ey of the

ad,

th you my dear friend
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For the Recorder. R

shall be most happy 1o ¥
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Revival Intelligence,

L7

Baerist, Cuurca.—Bro, £

s on Sunday cvening, two_of whom}
Roman Catholics. An interesting W
going on in that chareh. * /¢

- Tairp Barrist Curca.—The e
S. Remiogton, will administer the o

LY

-

powerful work of grace is g%’




