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For the Recorder.
Notes on the Mode of Baptism.

NUMBER NINE.

The baptism of the¢hree thousand on the
day of Pentecost, next claims our attention.—
Acts 2: 38—41, &e.

The order of the Commission is bere strictly
observed :

1. Peter preached. 2. * They that gladly
received the word were baptized.” 3. * They
continued-steadfastly in the Apostles” doctrine
and fellowship, and breaking of bread and in
prayer.” *

That the subjects baptized were believers, to
the exclusion of infants, there can be no doubt.
Some pretend to think there was not water at
Jerusalem for the immersion of the three thous-
and. To make this objection of usc to Pedo-
baptists, they must prove that there was not
water at Jerusalem sufficient for immersion.—
This they never have, or can do, a mere con-
jecture, or supposition can never overthrow the
testimony that bas already been -adduced in
favor of immersion.

The temple contained ten lavers of brass,
each of which contained forty baths sufficient
for immersion. There were also other baths in
the temple. The Jews bad private baths for
purifications by immersion.

When we bave ‘* much water” at Eanon, we
are told that “ much water” is not necessary
for immersion. J. L. Chspman, on that pas-
sage, says, ** A pont (welve by twenly is amp-
ly sufficient.”” But when we get to Jerusalem,
we are told that ““ much water’’ is absolutely
necessary ! | - They will not admit that John's
baptizing sn Jordan, &o., is evidence of im-
mersion, neither would they admit immersion
was performed at Jerusalem if it were known
that the largest river io the known world passed
immediately by. Had we beea told in plaio Eng-
lish by the werd of God, that the three thonsand
were immersed, Pedobaptists wonld deny that
immersion should still be practiced. For' Rev.
R. Watson of the Methodist Society, says,
“ Even if immersion were in fact the original

maode of baptising in the name of Christ, these -

reasons make it improbable that no accommoda-
tion of the form should take place,” &¢.—On
Baptism, pp. 49, 50.

It is alsc affirmed that three thousand conld
not be immersed in one day.

The twelve coulddo it in eighly-three min-
utes, (three to a minute.) For the twelve, it
was two hundred and fifty spiece. If the sev-
enty assisted, it was only thirty-seven apiece.
Rev. J. M. Pendleton informs us i his * Three
Reasons,” p. 140, that he ‘‘ saw the venerable
-Rnbcnlh-, when more than sizly years of
sge, baptise sizly siz persons in thirly-three
minutes; and there was no indecent baste.”

Austln, the mouk, sent by Pope Gregory in-
to England in the year 597, consecrated the
river Swale, near York, in which hamud
tew thousand of -his converts to be baptised in
one day.” They were imneuod;—Thme
Reasous, &e., p- 140. . « £t

If « Romish monk oodtl lnu fon lhmnmd
immersed in one day st one place, surely fwelve
apostles edt have three thousand mnmd in
aday! .
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Whea the five thousand were miraculously fed, |

i“"'““*ﬂu* womea and children eat.”
A strange city “Mfﬂimmn.
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samu word is left out in Acts 5 sud 14.
Baptism of the Eanuch Acts 8: 35, * See

tised ? If tho'l believest with all thine heart
thow mayest. . . . And they went down both.
into the water, both Pii-‘ip and the Euauch, and
‘be baptized him, and’ wi- they were come up
out of the water,” &o, =

Tlunnplun ducnpmqﬂhtmwthﬂ
Baptists now practice. Rev. R. Watson, a
Metbodist, who is one of their most distinguish- 1
ed writers, says, *“ If the Eunuch was actually
immersed, Philip was also immersed, for noth-
ing is said of one, that is not said of the other.”
Watson on Baptism, p, 59,

Rev. Thos. Lape, A. M., in a work on blp-
tism asserts precisely the same thing.

Reader, you can easily judge for yourself
whether or not, ‘* nothing is ssid of one that is
not said of the other.” It is said of Philip.
that be *“ baptised bim,’* thatis the Eunuch,
Weak must be the cause that requires such pit-
iful and shameful maneuvering.

We shall not be inclined to syspect the ve-
racity of Watson and Lape, if we supposo that
they wrote in the decline of life, and that their
spectacles slipped as they read this passage,
and caused them to overlook the words, *‘and
he baptized him.”” In order to do away the
foree of this passage in favour of immersion, we
are told that in, infe, &e., mean only at, by,
or near to, and that ““ out of" only meang up,
from, &e. 3

If this reasoning be true, it is very easy ac-
counting for the fact that Daniel was not des-
troyed by the lions, “‘into the den of lions” only
means at, to, or near by the den of lions. No
wonder the three Hebrew children were not
burned when cast #nulo the flery furnace, for it
only means, they were cast at, by, or near to,
&c. The great mystery, however, is, that the
enemies of these Hebrews upon being cas? info,
that is at, by, or near to, the same fiery fur
nace were burned up! Can any Pedobaptist
D. D. explain this ? _

It is also mystevious how_the swine tbnt
ran violently down into the sea when the devils
entered into them, were drowned wpon dry
land, for evidently they never cntered into the
water, if info only means at, by, or near to!

If tnto only means at by, or near to, the
righteous will only get at, by, or near to, and
not into Heaven. The wicked will only get at,
by, or near to hell, and not iulo it.

Baptists are represented by Pedobaptists as
teaching that tnfo means immersion. We have
heard this repeatedly from the palpit.

Baptists neithor believe, nor teach any such
thing. Their argument is, that info takes them
into the water, and baptizo or baptize puts them
ander. Why go into the water, if not to im-
merse? o |

We heard a Methodist winister, say, “ If a
boy was to ride my horse down iuto the ereek,
and let him drink, and come up outof the water,
would any person suppose that my horse had
been immersed 2 With as much propriety
we may ask, would any person suppose his
horse had been sprinkled !

Going into the water to drink and to be bap-
tized are very different things. -Put the word
baptize in the place of the word drink, and
people would believe an immersion bad occur-
red. This same midister went down into the
river, and baptized certain persons. Did he
sprinkle them ? "No. He took them down into
the water, and baptized, that is, immersed them.

Philip no doubt did the same thing, when be

went down into the water with the Eunuch, he
baptiged; that is, immersed him. The theo-
ry and praciice of this minister are not in har-
mony. His pracliceis a refutation of his theory.

Paul’s Baptism, Acts 9 : 18. . 4

It is affirmed that Paul was hpﬂledm
ing up, and therefore conld not have been im-
mersed. This is said because Paul was com-
madded 10 * arise and. be baplaed.”

If sprickling bad been the mode, we think it
could bave been done as well in a sitting as a

standing posture. - If immersion was the mode, | 3
(as it mo doubt. was), it was - mqg..-m,- e

to arise in order to go to the water.
His baptism _
now why WMlﬂolﬂI be - baptized,

stranger still, if any were |
-baptized, and Luke left out the word! The

_postles. Is it not reasonable, then, thllonH, |

was to wash away hkiu,“m',
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innuuq &eo. mmmwudp! :
‘Docs not amastasa here denote the beginning of | ree
the process by which she reachéd the hill coun-
ty? Tn Luke 15: 18, the pi 80D 8AYS,
1 will arise (andstas) mM to my father,’ |
‘&o., and in.v. 20, it is said 3 ¢ Andhe arose,
(anastas) and come to his futher? Did be
stand up and go to bis father ?  Was: wth
anasias the commencement of the returnix
movement ? He wrase aund returned to
father.  Now Luke wrote the 'Aetsof the A~

that when he says (Acts 9: 18,) ﬁt Sahl'
arose (suastas), and was baptized,

by anasias the beginning of a pnu-munl?

to his baptism? He evidently argse that he

might be immersed ; but no rising up—no

anbstas —was necessary, if water was ‘to be

poured or sprinkled on him. His immersion

same chapter, it is said, ‘ And Peter arose
(anastas) and went with them’——that is, to
Joppa. He did not stand up still and go; but
he arose as the first thing to be done in getting

(To be Continued.) ates.”’

For the Recorder.

Are the Practices of the Methodist Church

Republican !

One of the singular things in the bistory of
our country is the existence and long continu-
ance of churches whose teachings are so opposed
to the spirit of our government. The recent
wovements in the political world have aroused
the attention of thinking men to the principles
advocated by the ministers of the various denom-
inations. The following article taken from the
S. W. Baptist, is a reply to & piece written by
the Methodist minister in Tuskeegee. We do
believe that those who read it, will not com-
plain of its length, so ably is the subject dis-
cussed. A rriEND oF TRUTH.

We shall, therefore, confine our remarks to
two very simple enquiries. These are

First—Is the Episcopal feature of the Meth-
odist Church a legitimate subject of newspaper
discussion ?

Secondly—Is Chutélr polity, as an element
in the formnuon of political eharacter; of suffi-
cient importanee to merit the attention of the
politician and Statesman ?

And let it be distinctly premised here, that it
is not the piety, noc even the doetrines of the
Methodist Church, that we are now to discuss.
No Protestant recognizes the scraphie piety
and the evangelical doctrines of a Fenelon and
a Bossuet in mitigation of the tyranny and
orimes of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Oar
remarks will be confined to the isolated topie of
episcopacy. ‘The most illustrious names of this
or any other age, never converted one errorinto
a truth, And he who expeets to shield an error
behind the prestige of great and good mames,
no matter if they are as numerous as the stars
of heaven, bas sadly mistaken the age in which
he lives. Whatever of charity we owe to men’s
persons, it is ccrtain we owe mnone to their
errors. He who compromits a principle out of
complaisance to any man or set of meh, is un-
worthy to be trusted, cither by God or man.
But to our first enquiry :—

Is the Episcopal feature of the Methodist
Church a legitimate subject of newspaper dis-
cussion 7 Now, we aver that it is, as muchso,
icdeed, us the ecclesiastical polity of any other
denomination on earth. Itisa trapsplant from
a foreign to an American soil ; and is no more
exempted from the ordeal of criticism and seri-
ous investigation than any other artiole of for-
eign mapufacture. That its type is the Epis-
copal Church of England, the established reh-
gion of that realm, we presumelits most devo-
tad friends will not question. Tt is not sacri-

loge for an "American citigen to” question the

right of the slergy to rule a constitueney num-

bering' &' million snd a half. " But'we will not

suppose thot our Methodist brethren will claim

ﬂm exemption: and we: need not nnously
it :

e come now to consider the second qlestlon
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allow bis subje

t naﬂoml lhndlh! -chlm‘u 5§
find the following definitions of

volved in this discussion :

of

Again :

Iﬂplld th‘ movement indi“tod b’ ﬂ“.m' o Duoc.‘o" . Gmnm bz.'h. peo-
while pouring or sprinkling ocould imply mo | ple; aform of government in which ¢ reme
such movement. In the 39th verse of the wer is | in the hands of the ool-

eotively, or in which the people exercise the
powers of legislation,"’

“ Repusnioy s, A commonwealth; a state
in whioh the exercise of the sovereign power
is lodged in the hands of representatives elected

to Joppa, just as Saul arose as the first thing | by /Ae people,” &o.

to be done in getting to = suitable place for | * Eriscoracy, a. th-mlly. oversight, or

immersion.” eareful inspeotion ; ‘E artioularly to the
overnment of the C urch by bishops or pre-

‘“ Eptscorar, a. Belonging to, or vested in
bishops or prelntel ; 2. governed by bishops.”

Now, when -we assert that the Episcopal fea-
tare of the Methodist o
ocratic and anti-Republican, we are but assert-
ing what every school boy may know in five
wminutes by turning to his dictionary—that a
form_of government in which the supreme

ower is lodged in the hands of bishops or pre-

tes, the clergy, isin mamfest antagonism with
overnment in which such power
e hands of the people, or of re-
presentatives elected by the people.
absurd to say that two such principles ever can
If the bill of rights set forth in the
preamble of all our eivil constitutions, State
and national, asserts a truth, that ** all power
8 inkerent in the penple,” then we maintain
that a government in which the pcople bave no
voice, practically scts that truth at

Who compose the annual and quadrennial
Conferences
Chureh 7 Let the Discipline apswer :—Q. 3.
Who shall attend the yearly conferences ? Ang.
All traveling preachers in full connction, and
those who are to be received in full connection.”
v Y Quest.
the General Conference, and what are the reg-
ulations and powers belonging to it? Ams. 1.
The General Conference shall be composed of
one member for every twenty-one members of
each annual Conference, to bé appointed either
by seniority or choice, at the disoretion of such
annual Conference : yet so that such represen-
tatives shall have traveled at least four full eal-
endar years from the time that they were received
on trial by an annual Conference, and in full
connection at the time of holding the Confer-
And on page 21, in defining
the Jimitations angd restrictions of the powers of
a General Conference, the following items oceur:
“ 3. They shall not change or alitar any part or
rale of our government, so as o do atway episco-
pacy, or destroy the plan of ouritinerant general
superintendeney.
clmnge the gcnenl rules of the United Socie-

ization is anti-Dem-

It were

fiance.

the Methodist Episcopal

Who shall compose

They shall not revoke or

. They shall not doaway the privileges

State.

cts.

feature of

power of an irrevocable deerée!!

of our mtmsters or preachers of trial by a com-
mittee, and of an appeal, neither shall they do
away the privileges of our members of trial
before the society, or by a committee, and of an
appeal.”
Now, observe first, that the annua! Conference
is composed, ez -officio, of the clergy under ap-
pointment of the bishops in that Conference.
Even local preachers, no matter what their picty
and talents may be, have no voice in its counsels.
Observe, secondly, that the basis of representa-
tion in & General. Conference, is not the mem-
bership of the Church, bat the aforesaid clergy
In neither an annual or general -
conference, is the voice of a layman or his rep- |
resentative ever heard, unless it be by petition
~—a right which the most perfect despot will |
Qbserve, thirdly, that this
distinet feature of the Methodist church is never
to be changed. The General Conference must |
not ** do away

will

7 It is recoguized as

roposed —Is Church polity, as. an element in | 30 essential, organie’ hv of the y to do
fhe forlnahou of pohgglnl I;mt“’ of suffi- | away with wlmh, would dissolve the  whole
cient im ce to merit the attention of the | fabric. Thatis to. sa Lt‘lﬂ recognition of the

| politician and Statesman ? We think that it is. nghu of the people, m members, to a
ver since the days of Cdmhnhne, Eoclesias- tation in the annual and Con-
tical power has been invoked Z secular prin- ferenoen, would be the death knell of Methodist
ces, as an essential elément in the government h:E pacy ! _The fathersof this Church have
oidmruubpnu_ ltu.cuma. en the special pains to throw around this

ethodism the sanctity and
Any effort

_land, that the act of non-oont'ormt was extort-
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nnd“tluwoulof.bhbop o eud of all |
strife.”’ And that we may mt ‘considered. |
uncharitable in this remark, we make the fol-
lowing extract from the late Basoomb'’s
“ Deolarstion of the Righta of Man.” Let | =
every Methodist read der it well. M
he mll not hear the word orm bishop, (written
to-be-sure before he became a bishop, yet not
the less authoritative with American readers on
that aceount,) he surely will not be persuaded
by an humble Baptist editor. But to the ex-
traot :

ARrT, 6. A mnment unit:n legislative, judi- |
cial, and executive powers in the of thesame | OOTRUIO P o
men, is a0 ahmn!lty in theory, and in practice, ty- | not. How: '
ranny, The executive power in every government, | thq oandid remder.
should be subordinate 10 the l%ultlue, and the ]u- As to the article to
dicial independent of both. henever, therefore, as oopied from the
it happens that these three departments of govern- it-oontnined
ment are in the hands of the same body of men, d- matter
mg these I:‘non ngt tihe repé‘mnuuvu of tw': 08 not o
—first ma the Iaws, then executing A WMD‘
finally the hi‘ judges of their own u;! there isno | article ¢

liberty ; the people are virtu enslaved, and liable
to be rained at any lime. I:ll.y govemment.,cwil or

ecclesiastical, where the same men are legislators,
ndmmmntou. and jndﬁ.l, in relation t? all the Tﬁm;i:“démq\
laws, and every possi pplication of them, the

Foople, whether well or 1ll-lrulod are in fact slaves;
or the only remedy against such a despotism is re-

volt. No constitution can be presumed a good one, ‘| is hon&t lad ea
embodying the principles o! corrsct government; | upon. importaut
which does not su ngainst the | with our own.
chances and possibility ol' mahdminulnuon — | position whioh is . ‘h

All absolute governments owe their character to
the manner in which they are aiministered, where-
us, in a representative government, with proper
checks and balances, it is the interest, even of the
vmons, to promote the geieral welfare, by conform-

to the laws. The greater the equalily estab-
l among men by governments, the more virtue
and happiness will prevail ; for where the voluntary
consent of the governed is 'the basis of government,
in:lrut and duty combine to promote common
' "

Fioally, Methodist Episcopacy deprives the
membership of that chureh of the right of
choosing their own pastors—a right as dear to
the Lord’s ‘ freed men” as any with which
they are invested in the New Testament. THe:
churches sometimes petition the bishop for some
particular persot of their choice, but how often
are their wishes disregarded. We recollect some
year or two since, of reading in ofe of the reg-
ular journals of the M. E. Churoh, some seri-
ous articles the policy of yielding to
this, the most humble method of expressing a
wish, in which the ground was taken, if we re-
member correctly, that if the t.hmg was not
stopped, it would virtually * ‘do away with
E Lscopacy ”  And yet we are called upon to

believe, nay, we are considered very uncharita-

ble and bigoted if we will not believe that a { and ewept ages and generations:
church organization, in which the right of the | shall lie by in mmd_ m
laity to ‘choose their own rs—those who - then be dope away. : All t0 come

are to break to them the bread of eternal life,
and who are to be supported bgtbe:r money,
and assisted by their prayers and sympathies—
is absolutely denied, is nevertheless, quite con-
sistent with American Demomy!
But says Bro. HamiLw. ¢ Jobhn Wesley, the

Methodist, Thomas Chalmers, the Presbyterian,
and Robert Hall, the Baptist, were sub-

gument such seleoti

the article, which we ba
bohountobem,ud':u n

" and are complete in me. I (R
blemish in you ! for ye are washed in my blood,
-and clothed with my righteousness, Remewsd
by my Spirit, ye bave glorified: me on-earth,
and haye been faithful unto death, -
oeive the kingdom that shall never ved ;
wear the orown whish fadeth not away ; ind
joy pleasure forever “more ! Oi!*_'_ not ¢

duftotholedl of lonrei‘n i
persist 7 Yes, the response re-echoss
and furnishes the. reply. Sin, that.ese r
sythe, which b-mtﬂimm

liness and oommnsulllﬂh-
whose countensnce is eternity.
'O Fternity ! How are ourstr
lost and overwhelmed in thee ! Who csn
landmarks, to limit thy dimensions; or f
plumbers to fathom 'ty hpﬁﬂ At
cians have figures to eompute sll the" progre:

Death will be swallowed up it viel b, i
we hm the w 3

mypadpla! Y’huntb;f%d »

Yeare tbej that nm i
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jects of the Monarehy.”” * True, they

were. ’I&mmﬁd theli&nna anc- | ions of timae. Amhx. in
tion, ** or the King.”  Bat | ¢o mgmm lanédk.  But
unol:Bro H. swmthnnhe form of Church = ok $he) o

vernment by Hall; was as pures | ol -
gamom as that recoguized by Baptist Chur- e lengths breadths of
olm,mnmthoUnMShm—ndMuhu higher than heaven ;
been mainl the agencies of such men | er than punishment what oanst the
as Robert snd the Independents of Eog- | breadth longer than the ecrth

ed from the British erown—the right to worship

than that of the sés: " Nons' oad traly

God to the distates of ’ t‘!dl‘lllﬁi md’ gos ” “ .

8. 1o oo | o g oo o when il

ﬁuﬁﬁourﬂnglafor ce,m&p- mmohpd. ltll
u,luuﬂ.itvmhgo

whwmn,ﬁ

o .‘. -5 - - x

h mr -E‘M;‘W E “"'



