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- Por the Recorder.
Notes on the Mode of Baptism.

NUMBER ELEVEN—CONCLU pnn-'

« So shall he sprtnkh many mtinu." lu- .

iah 52: 15.

This . passage bas no reference wbataver to
water baptism. It has reference to what God
himself will do, and does not refer to lny or-
dinance. :

Mr. Barncs, a_ Pnabymn, in his motcs on
this passage, says, “ It furnishes no argument
for the practice of sprinkling in baptisw. It
refers to the fuet of bis purifying and cleansing
the nations, and net to the ordinance of chris-
tian baptism. Nor should it be used as an ar-
gument in reference to the mode in which thut
ordinance should be administered.”

Dr. A, Clarke in his commentary on tho '

passage, says, ** I retain the comwon render-
ing, though | am by no means satisfied with it.”
Clark ‘quotes Muoster as follows: ** The

word rendered in passage sprunkle, in this place

means fo speak and to disseminale the word. —
Bishop Chandler, in bis defence, p- T48, says,
“* To sprinkle is used for to surprise and aston-
ish, as people are that have much water thrown
upon them.”” Dr. Clarke also quotes Dr. Jubb
as follows : ¢ The rendering of this verse secems
o be so maay nations s hall look on bim with
astonishment, kings shall stop their mouths.” ?’

Matthew Henry, on this passage, says, © He
shall sprivkle many nations by his heavenly
doctrine, whieh shall drop as the rain and dis-
til as the dew,” &e.

This pamlge then affords no evidence in fa-
vor of lpnnklmg in baptism.

“ Then will I spriokle clean water upon you,
aad ye shall be clean.” Eszekiel 36 : 25.
This passage hes no reference to water bup-
tism. God is the ndmivistrator. _
Matthew Henry upon this passage sys,
. Which sigoifics both the blood of Christ
sprinkled upon the conscience, to purify that,
and to take away the sense of guilt, (as those
that were sprinkled with the water of purifica-
tion were thereby discharged from their ccre-
monial uncleanness,) aud the grace of the spi-
rit sprinkled on the whole soul to purify it from
all corrupt inclinations aud dispositions, as
Naaman was eleansed from lm lcproay by dip-
ping in Jordan.” : §
Dr. Adum (‘lqug p@h pamgu l#s
“ Then (at the tims. al' this M mtoﬂiwn).
will 1 lpﬂnkle 2
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ly interested mietiomg

fed %o | the recent legislation of the ON S¢hool Pres-
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Assembly at Nashville,
en to the church. We
“thus Body with peculiar
_eonfidence and sympath;, as bolding a forcmost
place in maintaiping the soundest -theology

mong the several Pedobabtist branches of the
stestant Christian eommltb- - We
| did uot llppm ‘that an organis s al con-
nezion between the parent and the mmd
very soon be recoguised by this |

Calviniem in'regions farther North. But while
other ehurches,—the Methodist, for example,
following the lead of Episcopal theology on
this Article,—bave in their public organs, lately

| shown a strong affinity either for wysticism or

for sacramental grace, in their views of this
matter; it has beena question of special interest
'ith;u to see what would turn up, when the
well tried Presbyterian church shou!d undertake
to offer its definitions as to' the slalus and rela-
tions of the imfant members of their commu-
nion.

But at length the development comes to us,
—unmistakeable and clear,—that our Presby-
terian brethren are not a whit behind other
“communions in the imiportance which they at-

.

reached, is preciscly that against which Presi-
dent Edwards contended all through that great
crisis when evangelical theology and spiritual
faith, had so greatly declined through the older
colunies of this conntry. The Half Way Cov-
‘enant among the Calvinists’ of the North, had
fixed the church membership of children ; and
as no Presbyterian organization proper, in the
shape of Presbytery, Synod. or Assembly, had
at that period been established in this country,
the Presbyterians of America gencrally bad ae-
cepted the terms of mewbership and commau-
mon that were settled by the several platforms
of the Congregationalists of the New England
colonies,

The effccts of this system of Infant-member-
ship were fully scen in the efforts made by Pres-
ident Edwards in striving to undo the tsachings
of bis grandfather, Solomon Stoddard.

velopment, up to the New Era, in reforma-
tion and revival which began under Edwards,
preaching in 1735. But now 120 years later,
the kalf way covenant, is carried nearly up {o
to the whole figure of sacramentalism by the
Old Sechiool Presbyterian Church.

It is vain to say that Baptists are given to
lay undué stress on baptism, when we see ull
these great coclesiastical bodies, recognizing it
as the radiating point of their doctrinal systems.
Well and truly has it been lately said by bigh
Presbyterian authority, that * the dogmatic
theory of baptism, becomes of necessity the
basis of the entire scheme of English theplo-
gy-"’ (INorik British Review, Aug. 1852, p.
208.) In short, it is the central point around
which gather the vital questions concerning the
nature of convers on, the influ=nee of the Holy
Spirit in regener-ti‘b:i, the comstituency of the
Christian Church, the relation of all other
church ordinances; and in a word, the position
which is assigned to baptism becomes the type
| and test for the leading articles of theology,
‘and of church institutions generally.

As a preface to the res lations and definitions
of the late assembly, we desire, by way of voun-
‘trast, to offer the foilmnug aceount, by Dr.
Baird, himself a Presbyterian, in his able book
entlt-led Religion in America, of the maoner in
{ which Edwurds and his fellowsaborers had to
contend against the system of lnfant member-
ship and mmion, preriou to the opening

J735. Speskiog of
ot &wmw

has been by some so-called fepmeiﬁhm' of

tach to infant baptism. The simple result now |

Thus fur we have read the bistory of thisdo- |

them into the Communion of _
The views of the tfbnrch with respest tg :
relation of baptised ehildren to the Church were.
set forth. thw- “* The Presbyterian Church ex-,
hibits bier concern for ?.t;oi Hre:;ndyo in
a parental ins o r conduot, inap;

te acts of discipline, and inviting thel
;::ske of the Lord’s Supper wll‘le:‘; g l )
sufficicnt knawledge to dinm h « Our
standards fully recognise baptized’children as
mewbers of  visible Chnwlp The duty of
¢ fuspec’ion”’ requires the hnh to have an
ovérsight éver har baptized children, expresscd
in acts of inpyhtfnrtheirw reand i inggiries

relating toit. Appropriate w’kuwuuphed
in the idead sh ' T_’llt q'epcw
- without doubtful
points, sug, racter of the dis-

epline, nd the menl circamstances of its ad-
ministration, mizht deserve the examination of
our higher Judmtoﬂu, and* inlly of the
General Assembly.. ‘The Church enjoius the
duty of making a publio profession of religion
upon infant church members when have

reached the years of discretion, and esn disecrn
the Lord’s body.
ization ussuwnes that baptized children are ai-
ready members of the visible Church. 2. Our
standards assame that many baptized children
will_ordinarily be led, by the grace of God, to
prafess their faulh in the Lord Jesus Christ. 3.
They further sssume that many will apply for
the Lord’s Supper, early in life. 4. Our Church
proscnhes true piely as the qunhﬁt.almn of ud-
mission to the Lord’s Supper, 5. Our Church”
uses means to bring into full communion of the
Church her infant members, w]no possess the

requisite spiritual quuhﬁcatlom
—_— -t P

The Existence of God.

The construction of the following argument,
in my own mind, originated in the necessity of
my nature. Some years ago, | had the misfor-
tune to meet with the fallacies of Hume, on
the sobject of causation. His specicas sophis-
tries shiook the fuith of my reason as to the be-
ing of a God, but could not overcome the fixed
repugnance of my heart to a negation so mon-
strous ; and conscqu:anlly, felt that infinite,
restless craving for some point of fixed repose
which atheism cannot give, but absolutely and
madly disaffirms.

One beaatiful evening in May, 1 was reading
by the light of . the setting “sun in my favorite
Plato. | was seated on the grass, interwoven
with golden blooms, immediately on the bank
of the erystal Colorado of Texas. Dim in the

distant West arose with smoky outlines massy
and-iryegular, the Blue cones of an offslioot of

the Rocky Mountains.

I was pursuing one of Academiciac’s most
starry dreams. It had laid fast Lold of my fan-
cy without exciting my faith, [ wept to think
that it could not be true. At length I came
to that startling sentence, ** God geometrizes.”
* Vain revery,” | exclaimed, as | east the vol-
ume on the ground at my feet. It fz1l close by
a - beautiful little flower that looked frush and
bright, as if it had jast fillen from the hosom
of a rainbow. | broke it from its silvery stew,
and began to examine its structure. Its ata-
mens were five in number ; its green calyx had
five parts; its delieate coral was five, parted
with rays, expandlag like those of the Texan
star. This combination of five three times in
the same blossom appeared to me very singular
I badmever thought on such a sutj2et before.
The last sentence I had just read in the page
of the pupil of Soerates wus ringing in my ears
—*“God geometrizes.” “There was the text
written long centuries ago ; and here this httle
flower in the remote wildérness of the West
farnished thé  commentary, ' There suddevly
passed, as it were, a faint flash of light. . 1 felt
my beart leapin my bosom. T'he enigmn of
the universe was open, Swift as thought 1
caleulated on the ehances against the produce
tion of those three fives in one flower, and 1
found that there were one hundred aud twenty-

ded the uleuhtm{g:two flowers, by squaring
the sum last meé d. The chanves smou: -
ted to the hrgu Mof fifteen thousand six
“Wmﬁ twenty-five. | I cast my cycs
umk\&tho&ret the old: lmdlmrahm
Lrally alive ‘with those golden blooms, where
: 83 bees were lmnmng td butterflies
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Ohfistisn in tho highdi@y1 of ol
Gb‘rhtlnity is & scheme for the restoritwn of

man to his orighual perfeotion.
that the soul’s acts be bol_y, and MM
instrument for |

properly expremed by the bodily organs. Itis
not enqugh - that the garments worn by us be
clcan : they should not be allowed to have the
appearsace of being otherwise, - It is s dishon-

or to Chbristianity to admit pmuodly or theo-

-retically, that it makes less perfect men, in any

| ’ £ th
1. The Presbyterian organ- | respect, than are made by the maxims of the

world. It is admitting that the precepts of
Chesterficld are, in some respects, superior to
the precepts of the gospel.

Christiang should be courteous that the gos-
pel may not be hindered. ' The complaint is
often made, that religion makes men gloomy
aud reserved. No ground should be furnished
for this complaint, by any negleet of courtecous-
ness. - The manners of every Christian should
be bland and econciliating. In no other way
can be be Christ’s representative. In no oth-
er way can be win men to the serviee of Christ.
He whose manners are rude and churlish will
not only eause his own good to be evil spoken
of, but will cause his Master to be evil spoken
of. . :
Christians should be courteous because of the
connexion existing between the growth of feel-
ing and its appropriate expression. Let a feel-
ing existing in the xoul bave its appropriate ex-
pression, and it will inerease in strength. De-
ny that fecling its appropriate expression, and
itywill decay. There is & wutual action and
re-action between the growth and the expres-
sion of feeling.
propriate expression of pure, kindly, benevo-
lent feeling.
witbheld, the growth of the feeling will be im-
paired. There will be less love in the soul,

aud of course a less perfect fulfilling of the law.
Comrreousuess, like every oiber inly requires

care and effort. No duty is performed by the
spontaneous action of a fall:n soul. Nor is it
enough to say, *“ I will be careful to bave my
feelings right, and will leave them to scek their
own patural expressions "’
claims of duty, our feelings must be right, and
the expreesions of them must be right also.—.
Perfeot obedience, perfection absolute, is the
standard which we should set before us.— Obs.
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From the Recorder and Register.

The Christian Tourist,

What ought a Christianto do when he is
traveling cither for recreation, business, or
bealth 7 Perbaps he is an officer in the cbarch;
or Superintendent of a Sabbath school, with
gifts for teaching or exhortation, and finds him-
self among a people whose religious privileges
are scarce. What should he do ?  What ought
he to do when he leaves home ? It may be
his last journey—the last time he looks out up-
on the world before he enters eternity. Shall
he sim to do some good, or just take a plemnt

five chances againt such a supposition. 1 exten-

trip, and take care of himself?

Let the following statement be the reply—it
is a real case, and T dare say will be repeated,
if life is spared:

A merchant ju Front street,a Deacon and
‘Sabbath school Suporinten&nt, and & veiy
good brother to -exhort, bud oceasion not long
since to visit a section of the State where ho
was uokoown.  The Lord's-dky found him in
a quiet village on the luke shore where” there
was no church of his own denomination ; but
at the hotel, they soon found that'he ** remem
bered the Sabbath day.” He lnlda no inqui-
ries for stoamboats, cors, or stages : showed no
anxiety to see the Herald or the Tribune, but
wanted to know all about the churches and
preachers, and. talked with the children shout
the Sabbath school, while he laid down's few.

This reqmres_ tde

choappropriateexpression -
those sote.. 1t ianobenough thab the soul keva. ]
proper thoughts end=feslings.  They wust be |

Now true courtesy is the ap- .

ﬁ& ynra, lml mm s
sbout my religions feelings, by. elt&ér :

mmuoem with but one mwtz
'ni. fact ¢

‘fnmlly, dlrectly ou the neeeamy of naﬂlhlge
heart. This last statément seéms almost in-

down ameng the impossibilities.
In pleasing contrast with the fo

we lately heard of two heavenly ladies .

numerous train of callers, who were
to their Master, that they left in the bouse a
most hallowed memory of their visit. Although

the wildest possible range outside the circle of
_practical  religicn, these ladics somewhat sme-
ceeded, ard apparently withous design or con-

little circle to the very foot of -the cross.

How rich the savor of such a conversation,
what healthful influences must follow ml; dis-
oiples. Such vyisits will live io meinory when
bundreds of thoughtless interviews hua bwe'n
forgotten. _

But why should such cases be ueepmm ?

B

‘one to another ¢

If that appropriate expression is-

_'L

To meet the full

tracts for any one to read that whllell 2Ui e

and theéir hearts not burn within them ?
a day will that be for the church, which sball
see many chiistians of this stamp, whosa aon—
“versitign is as_becgueth whose lips
do honor to their heavenly hoﬂl' What is
there like truly religious conversation, to bind
heart to heart—to excite self examination—to
overcome temptation—to cheer the pilgrimage
—+t0 communicate the sacred glow of piety—-to
ballow the fireside, the parlor and the bighway
—and in short, at once to anticipate and pre-
.pare for the communion of the everlasting rest ?
New York Observer.
—— el >~
Incidents in a Pastor’s Life,

In the month of May, 1854, there stood on
the deck of a packet ship, just ready to sail
from this port for Europe, a Baptist minister,
exiled from his flock by broken health, the ne-
casion of anxiety to bis friends. By his side
stood a member of his charch, who, at the mo-
ment of parting, slipped into his hands a letter,
to be opened after the vessel sailed. Adieus
were exclmngcd and the ship moved awsy.
The pastor opened the letter, and found it to
contain the juformation that the writer had
bound himself and bis executors, in case either
of his own death, or the death of the llllhr,
within the then current year, fo pay 0%
the benefit of the pastor’s wife and ¢ _
sum of moncy—coneerning which we must oaly
sdy that it was mupificcnt. The letter then ulxed
the mm, that should the pastor be removed
at any titne, and the writer be the survivor, the
.familyshould bave every provision necessary for
their comfort, if. it pleased God to continue the
weans in thg&er s hands. It is not aeoes-
sary to say that such a demonstration of wore
- than fraternal love was overwhelming, nor that
there assended from bis heart in Mﬂﬁm’
a tributé of fervent thanksgiving o
mérey 8o large and so mnlﬁputed. i 1

Time passed on ; the pastor returned !i@
improved but not re “bealth.  The
present spring camo, wl th nr hd kpmlo
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credible ; j but we regret the inability tosetjt | ®
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the conversation in the case of others, had taken '

sciousness of ‘it, in Uringing the minds of the } dre

Will not they that love thc Lord “ speak often .
Can it be that the mouti
should refase to convey the abundance of the |-

leart 2 Can true disciples journey w
What |

| ‘leasty } kave no hgierrqudzhn e
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“a recaption-day,” and takmg their twi_ '_ 1 a

curately tr

ciple whmh 1 hne

Whethgr the Baptm of lln |

' view of the numerous and . ptf
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2 of

tained widely difforent mu-y;g'h‘_‘ £
brooght forward in favor of Rsrﬁﬁg 4
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command my fechle suppo
stand alone. The :
iated with the Ameri Btble U —is &
iliary to it, in fact, if not inform. T‘UQ- \me
rican Bible Uunion is not merely a Revision, ,-
& m Society—untagonistic; wbctherm
tionally, or nmnteaﬂonlly, '
and Foteign Bible Soec
simply to do what the n
Bible Sopiety declined to db;
work whi h"tbi's Socfety’ w’:‘s'

a.nd‘
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