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The trath is, there is nch
a recorded instanee in - the New Testament of
sny person being reccived into the church with-
out furnishiug reasonable evidence that ho had
exercised ““ repeitance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” Aund that
sach and such only were the constitueney of
all the churches planted by the Apostles, is
evineed from the additional fact, that all the
Apostolic epistles are addressdd to them as such
— ' to them that aru sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called saints—beloved of God—the faiihful in
Christ Jesus—the saints in Christ Jesus—faith-
fal bretbren in Clrist—brethren beloved —
whose faith grew exceedingly,”” &o., &e. No
man can doubt that if the Apostles uniformly
applied sugh terms as these to the churehes to
whom they directed their cpistles, they must
have becn composed professedly st least, of
** mew crcatures in Christ Jesus”—converted
to God by the Holy Spirit.

11. The second question to be considered is,
whether thesc  persons—these saints—faithful
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The Christian is called also a
king. Isapriest? He is called * the bighest
style of man’” Is there any other character
ou carth superior to hiwm, in this respect, to
whom he can apply for guardianship 7 As a
nation, we have anpeunced the doctrine to an
astouished world, that man is capable of self
governmeal ; and shall we, in our ecclesiastical
organizations nullify that doetrine among our-
Shall we proclaim on our eivil -eun-
stitation wne thing, and on our ecclesiastical
constitutions the reverse 7 We repeat; if Chris-
tians ave not competent to govern themsclves,
who beneuth the canopy of heaven are,

L. The third question sugsested is, Wheth.
er the New Testamnent bas inculeated any form
of Church government ?
_pable of discovering it ; if it'has wot, then the
wan of God cannat be thoronghly farnished to
Now, we affirm, that the New
Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ is the
Constitation of a Gospel Church—that the
governmental, doctrinal drd disciplinary econo-
my of the kingdom of Christ is set forth in thut -
+ holy volume so luwinously ** that the wayfar-
ing mian, though a fool, need not err therein--
that *“ the Bible and the Bible only, is the reli-
gion of” christians—and that to affirm diffor-
ently, is either to charge fully upon the Triuna
. God, or unfuithfuluess upon the sacred writers,
to submit oursclves ‘to
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As we expect to discuss the * Book Con-
appurtenances thereto an-
I our mext article, we shall decline
any respouse to this part of bro. H.%s letter for
the present.
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you lay by him in store, as God bas prospered
him, that thero be no gatherings when | come.” |
20d. That covetousness was
idolatry, and that, in the judgmens of that !
meeting, no idolator ought to be retained in the
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this place, should say that he was as Seriptu-
ral a bishop as any man on the Awerican con-
gitimate to pubhsh it to
Mr. R, “ preferred the
episcopal mode of church government to any
otber 7"—7u the fiuce, 100, of a solemn declara-
tion addressed 1o a Methodist
would rather be called
scoundrel than to be ealled a Lishop 2" Agaic :
If in the sceond sentence, Mr. Wesley uses the
term bishop in the scnse in which i/ was as-
sumed by Messts. Asbury and Coke, bro. H.
bas only succeeded in convicting his venerable
spiritual progenitor of Lalking lwo ways, thus:
** Their fatber in the Lord may be ealled the
Bishop, overseer of them all.—Jounx \Vgs-
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men and principles.
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and vannot; at the same
tine enlarge our throat to the dimensions of
bave a wonderful
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It is a significant
using aguinst
ure the identical arguments
8 used against
He has picked up a few
cases in our histories, in whick, under the strong
excitement of some vexed question, a fow of
our churches bave abused their power, and
turus these against us, when he Limself will
admit that they are the ezceplions and not the
rule; just us the apclogista for royaliy eiteh
up those oceasional outbreaks, p
our large cities, and cogstrue the
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brothcr H. to show any strife
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North, befoie the United Siates Court in New
York, in reference to the * mammon of ua-
righteousuess,” in the famous Book Concern
A pretty fair evidenee, this, that
Episcopacy cannot meet every
wiay precipitate npou itself.
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who has the espeecial char
4. To appuint all the leaders; and change them
when he sees it necessary. % To RECEIVE,
TRY, and EXPEL members
the form of the Disciplime.”
8., tells us one thing, the Discipline tells us
the very reverse. - And moreover, wo have been
ain, at the reception of
. B. Cburch; and never
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too fréquently on that rich
Episcopal facts. But we vpine if
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the good Lo

‘* Men may call mea Lnave, a fool, a ras-
cal, or a scoundrel, sud | aw content : but they
shall never by my consent call me bishp.—
Joun WespLey.”

And our reply to it shall be in the Ixnguaze
of Pasebal : ** How bappy it is to have to do
with people that talk
means you furnish me with all I wauted ; which
was, (o make you confule yourselves,”

A New Testament ** Bishop must be blame-
less,”” a Meuthodist Bisho

every work.
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: too, that somethi
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bappy to know “that the frown which lowered
pon his brow so recently, is soon
suceeeded by the peels -of merriment. That
coustitutional afficers should
provokingly ludicrous ! .

Hamill

“an Established Chure
demacratic then the Metbodist Chareh in the
United States.” © The reader will remember
aid, if e, the Rev. E,

the blind guidanee of

and presumptuous
riests, who assume the prerogutives of God
imself ; and to land fidally within the crush-
ing embraces of this spiritual Moloch, the Ro-
wan Catholic hierarchy. And we believe that
this Holy Vcilume teaches the doetrine. fhat
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_ His second column contains two semtences
taken alternately from the Methodist Discip-
line and Baptist Confession of Faith, aund so
arranged as to convey the impression that the
extract from the Baptist Confession endorses
the one from the Methodist.
to charge brother H. with garbling the extract | €.
from the Baptist Confession, for this would be
unkind ; but lef the reader
tract of our brother, and read the following,
which is the veritable para
“9, The way appointed by Curist for
. of any person fitted and gifted by
- the Holy Spirit, unto the office of Bish
" elder in a oburoh, is, that ke be chosen th
o by the common suffrages o
self ; and wolemaly set apart by fasting a _
prayer, with imposition of hands by the elder-

of the church,” &e.
consecration of a Mcthodist bish
conference by ike cler gy, and
“ ordination o?’& New Testament bishop
church and its eldership,
ate .tacked on . to the other, as
particle of affinity between them!
sarely, it cannot be the defence of

esley kaew what con- |

the annual conference.
conference by a bishop,
of the district, until th
ence'’—p, 37-
so omfnously u or preacher,

We do not wish ‘of a cireuit? Ans.

not be privates is hristians are capable of govermiug themselves.

: IV. The fourth and last question that we
shall now suggest, arising out of this subject, is
: the GREAT QUESTION, over which the confliet
of every age sinee ¢piscopal government bhas
set up its impious elsim against Chureli Goy-
ernment, has been waged ; and it is the ques-
tion we are now discussing
belong to the M
~ Ministry belong

us a8 :ajing that

glance at this ex-
nd is more

, accordinz (o
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he bus muti-

present time and:
mistaken 1 eve-

: Do the ch'::c'lms members iuto the
inistry ? or conversely, do the
o e s
¢ the question this double form, so as to prese
to the reader the whole subjeet matter in con-
pacy maintains
108 and discipline;
appoint its pastors ; change their locations ¢
discretiow ; to reccive and suspend preachers as
“ne y require ; to oversee the spiritual
ral business of the charch—in a
word, itassumes all the attributes,
ileges aud immunities of a supreme
ment. - Now,

" the church it- -Perhaps this part

mended.”?

The election and
op at a general
the eleotion and

' troversy in & nut shell. —Episco
-an_absolut
- gssumes Lo

rietorship in the, t and proper.

are as far nnu‘dans-

| ‘the east is
| is 50 mutilated and
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person cxcept 8 Metho-
poor . Cbogbitenbe -of

ent, is quite a
in_opposition to all | ecclesiastical body asser

| ble .govern
these ex lln‘ulofn-
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 defer it until woek ater bext. Jus- | |

both agree in rejecting from com
Table oh,mmmin,
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ALso We woLp. ' The only question, then, |
here divide us is, what is essential to valid bap-
tigm.”, - The conolusion, then, is inevitable, if | v
we are to_belicve their own standard authors,
that f:o Methodist E. Chu;ll ﬁ:l;.'.ﬁu Bap- |/
tism is a pre-requisite to the “Sa
and the door of admission into the ohmh'fpﬁ
brother H. will tarn to the 213th page of Hall’s
Works, a volume from which be has often quo-
ted, and with which he seems pecaliarly cbarm-
ed, he will receive the following rebuke from
the ** eloquent open communion Baptist : * Let
it be admitted that baptism is, under all cirenm-
slances, a necessary condition of Church-fellow-
ship, and it is 1mpossisLE for the Beptists: to
act otherwise. The recollection of this may
-suffice to rebut the ridicule, and silence the | |
clamor of those who loudly condemn the Bap-
tists for & proceeding which, were they but to
change their opinion on the subjeet of b ptism,
their own principles would compel them to
adopt. They both coneur in a common prin-
ciple from which the practice deemed so offen-
sive.is the necessary result. Considered as an
srgumentutw ad hominem, or an appeal to the
* avowed principles of our opponents, this rea-
soning may be sufficient to shield us from that
| severity of reproach to which we are often ex-
posed, nor ovght wé to be ¢ensured for actin,
upon a system (prineiple ?) which is Banctioneg
by our aceusers.” - With what sincerity can he,
or indeed the pedo-baptists generally, use the
arguments of Robert Hall on the communion
question, they ™ all, 28 denominations, withont
exception, when equally with Baptists, repudi-
ate his premises? No, brother Hamill, you
bave cectawnly too much perception not to see,
that the legitimate question at issue betwecn
Baptists and Pedo-baptists, relates to baptism,
amf ot sacramental communion. [t is close
baptism, xoT elose communion.

Our brother takes leaves of us this time ra-
ther abruptly. A slight frown gathered upon
bis brow ! Don’t be crusty, brother H. |f
you have succeeded in *‘answering argument
with argument,” you ought to have quit jo a
better humor.  We are not conscious of having
used reproachful or insulting language to bim ;
and as we_are an alien, and bave never beep
accustomed to a * will omnipotent in the prem-
ises,” we answer his clerical command of * si-
lence !”"—pardon us if we know no such right,
if we comiprehiend no such priviloge "

-
Fiom the Puritan Recorder.
. Business and Religion. T

As religion consists in doing our whole dutfy,
buisness, secular busin-ss, isso far froni bein
opposed to it, that it is in fact an essentin
part of the same. Cunstituted and as we are,
we cannot do without it. = As it is right, nay,
uccessary to provide food, clothing, and habita.
ti-ns for ourselves and those depending onus, so
wost en certainly must give portions of their
time and attention to somé secular calling, in
order that they may be able to make such pro-
visions. Providence, by withbolding its supplies
from every other source,indicates his will that we
should put forth our energies and activitics, so
that we may be able in thiswayto ghin what
is needdful for us. Besides, we eavuot: per-
form our part in the common work of bumanity,
in ministering to the poor, or in sending the
Gospel to the destitute withount the avails of
some secular’ calling diligently and carpestly
pursued. = . : _
Business and r ligion, taking the latter in
the more devotional view of it, ought to be re-
garded as jnscparably united, both being in-
volved in the larger and more comprehensive
idea of religion itself. 1 mean to say, the same ?
man who ‘is to love, worship, and serve his
Creator spirgtuslly, is to gain his bread by the
sweat of hié face. - While his relations to the
future world, require temnporal cares and labors
corresponding with it His motto is, or should
be, diligent.in busigess, fervent in spirit, sery-
ing the Lord. . S : -
But then I deem it important to obserge,
1. That there may be business without relig-
ion: or, in other words, business, as is too of-
ten the case, may be divorced from religion.—
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It may be pursued with such a spirit, and in | this ordinance, b
sucha mlnng', that God will Iook upon those version 'F -.

engaged in it as aliens from himself. This will
‘always be the case, if we pursue it without any
‘sense of dependence, or any regard to the di-
vine will ; oir.'iolrﬁ aim be to please our- |
selves—to. soquire, that- we may gratify our >
avarice, or minister to our pleasure, or makea | J 5
show, or gairpower and influence for worldl a3
ends. Business thus pursued, degenerates into | |
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