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THE LAW OF NEWSPAPEBS
| Subscribers- who do not give

e

mh

express
the contrary are considered wishing to contlnm their

subseription.

2. If the subscribers order the diseontinuance of
their papers, tha publishers may comtinue to send
them till all cash charges are paid. :

3. If subseribers neglect ot refuse to take their pa.
pers from the office 1o which they are directed, they
are beld responsible until they have settled their bill,
and order their paper discontinued.

4. If subscribers remove to-other places ‘without
inlorming the publisher, and the geper is sent t0 the
lormer direction , they are held responsible;

5."The courts hnva decided that refusing to u&aa
paper or periodical from the office,.or removing and
leaving it uncalled for, is “p:im facie™ l:ﬂdmec
of intentiondl fraud.
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The Elements and Means of Church Pros-

Perity,

The Iutmdudory Sermon of the Flat River’
: Associaton, delivered at Mt. Moriah, Or-
| ange county, V. L. Aug
| Pnbhsl«adl)y nqust of the As-

1. Devin,

eciation,

- 10, 1855, by

R.

« dnd the word of the Lord inereased, and the

greatly.” ActaB: 7.
The Christian Chu ch isa peeuliar Orgam-

!llll)n
carth.

number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem -

Itis not _like any other societv: on
It was' instituted by its great head to

epread the gospel over the earth, aud mu!uply
the namber of - disciples.
built up io their wost holy fuith, and sinoers
are to be converted 10 God ; wnd the ehurch is
the instromentality to be employed in this great

work.

The New 'l'estnmeut., as the

Believers are to be

perfect

standard of belief and practice, points out the
particular form of elureh polity, order und dis-

cipline.

1t designates the character and quali-

fications of these who may become wembers
of the ebureb, the officers,—how members are
{0 be reeewved and excisded, and ths warious
laws and regulations by . which it is governed.
‘- “ The first church at Jerusalem, form=d by
| the directions and under the eye of 'the Savier,
and the apestolic churches, organized by the
apostles, are the suthoritative models fir the

f. rmation of churches for all faturc tim .7
pentecostal times, the Jerusslem ehurch flour-
ished greatly—the gospel bad a powerful efs
fect upon the people, and muititudes were con-

verted and added to the number of believers.
lu the present discourse, we propose to con-
sider the elements and means of church prosper-

“9‘

In

I. First, we will notice several items which
o) smut- some of the essential eclemeunts of

church prosperity.
1. Genuive'piety lies at the very foundation

of the suecessof any ehurch.

1t is the chris- -

tian’s brngbteet ornament, the seeret of his use-

fulness, and the source of bis highest joys.

By

piety, we meah, spirfitual followship with Ged,

or in other words,s

bers, wealth, ¢

es of wo

but little.

sdvanece the eause

love to God Nnm-

nt preachers, and fine hous-
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will -¢
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Ontinrd show sad puade cangot

The kmgdow"ofmhst isa

The trus worsliippe

of pure religion in the world.

spiritual kingdom.

t8 of God worship bim in

spirit and in trath. No person has suy claims
to chareh membership, but a believer in the
Lord Jesns Christ. - The people of God are &

They have. bgungvnenwi by the Hely
Spirit. . They know from experience, what it
Their bearts have
been flled with love to God. The nou puty

is to

the members of any

repent_and believe.

church posscss, the

T

1

1" veal christians * The early ohiristians w

ted so ‘much’ affection for edch other A
called forth erpmm of admiration and »s-
tovishment.  ** See how these ebristizns love
one amnother, and how they are réady to die for
each other. " No church can flourish, unless
its members are united in love,  Uwien is in-
dispensable to the welfare of Zion, . The apos-
tle Paul sensibly felt its importance, when ho
penned the last he erer scat to the Co-
rinthisn brethren ““ e of ene wind, live in
poace. 44
“were, ** endeavor.to kesp the unity of the spi-
it inthe lond of peace ™  David “éxclatmod,

*“Brhold how pood and hibw pleasant it s for
brethiren to -dwell togethior 'in umity.”" One

of the principal eiuscs of the greut saco-ss |

which attended the preacbing of the gospel at
Jerusalem, and the lyrge acecessions to the
phurch, was that believers wers: of ene heart
and of one mind,

Brethren, you are bound in _the most solemn
covenant obligutions te labor for the prosparity
of Zion. That union which you should strive
to-maintain, should not be an empty mame. —
Truth wust never be sasrificed  There shauld
be v compromise betwesn trath and error —
While we seck fo promote barmony among
brethren, we must, at the same time -contond
eaincstiy for. the faith  onens deiwered b the
suin's.  On2 of the most serious hiadraness to
the progress of tho gespel, i the divisions
among prof ssing christises.  We Lave beardit
represeut d as a blessiug; that ths ehristinn
world was divided into various den swinations ;
brauelies of tic choteh! so that every Aboly muy
bo suited.  If this ¢hureh docs not eorrespond
with your viows, thers is another, and another,
atid you will find one at Jengeh, that will aite
swer!  Huw stranse! ‘Did Christ orgiuisr va-
rious- antagonistie clinrehes to sait the whins of
depaved men? ‘Our bléssed Savier praved
that-all his peaple - miglt. be -eme. - John17:
11, 21—43

4 be apostle Pual in writhng to the Cor‘lmhl—
an church, says, ** NoW | beséech you breth-
ren by the name of our Lord Jesas Cheist, that
ye Il gpeak the same thing, and that there be
po divisions among you, bdl that ye be pe riect-
ly joined lD"""TI]lI' in the same mind, and io the
8aliHC jud,qmmt " Ja order that & clmrch be
flourishing, the members wust have oné infer-
est and one toelmg—-“ Oae¢  Lord, oue faith,
one baptiswm."

That principle recognized in the udage wnion
is stremglh, is ot wore beautifully =nd forei-
bly illustrated anywhere, then in the union of
ohristians, We may expeet the blessing of

God to rest upon that chinrch, whese memb..ru
aré united together in brutlu:rly love und chris-
tian aff-ction.

#Our fears, bor hopes, our aims, are one

‘Oar comforts and cur cares.”

4. Another cause. as well as the evidence of
the suecess of a chuareh, is the addition of true
‘believers.  \While it s true, we should nut

"judge of the -h-altbful condition of & elurch
siwply on seconot of wumbers, sfill the influ-

ence of a church depends, in- a good degree,
upon the imerease of “her membership. - T he
aldition of truly cooveited porsous, gives it
more streugth.  But the inercase of numbe:s
ouly, without regard to piety, will prove a eurse
instead of a blessmg, to any church. Bat stili,
no ¢hurch ean be said 1o be in a lunrvhlng
state, when no inereass is made to her nuwber.
The ways of Ziou ofter ‘mouru, because but
few como to hor solemn feasts, aud ber glfcs

that it |*

the directiops fo the Ephesians, |

practieal resalts.

a living soul

mc.ms sav pnslnw

this eouuntry.

Episcop

brief as possivl., so

single case.

sion.

The .
d“”g

~** Money is a defence.”— Solomon.
‘It is proper that we
question st issue in this di
portant thas the readoer should bave it always
distinetly  before his mind. . The question is 4
ths : Jv Methodist Episcopacy in s nature and
tendencies, antv-Democratie cud anti-Repabla
can? In taking the ulfivwative ¢f this propo-
sition, we bave distiuctly stated from the cow-
| wivauepent, that we wre not smoking the pat-
riotisil of any wan . or set of meb,
Levn discassiny 8 priucigle in ecclesinstical
ty, which bus 1o uil ages of the woild tended
 td abuse und emraption. We have beeu attempte
ing to sbhow that there is nothing in the Metho
dist complexion of Episcopady, winch bhas in-
chned us to changevur opiniou of is usture and

this tiwe, 8o far 95 yur weuns of inforwmatiod
exicod, poiut unmistekably to the same spirit-
wal aud temporal tyrauny, whieh bus warked its
progress iu every age of the world, sinee at fivst
exinguishéd the rights of the churchies in _the
i tlmd apd fowrth contuiies,
“aur ohject, we' bave found it nécessary W bring
“to Hght some pluin and startliog facts—all of
which has beandoue with 1o unkmd tecliog to
Lhat there is 3 complexion of
varrow-minded. religious prvjudice, wuich can-
not eomprebend how plan trutbs; told in a
plaia way, in regard to an organie priocipls of
governibental economy, cdn comport with per-
sopal good: will aud Clristian chavity, is by no

an inflagnce, wonld be te sacrifice pranaple to
policy=—1by wathority of God (o tbe authority
of mun—and’ practically ta doclare that cvery
reformution which bas ever been sttempted in
religion, morals and evil governmuent, bus beea
a curse to the word.- ~Aud this wo ure not pre-
pa!ed to adwit, even out of complaisance of
* the largest. denowivation of Christians” ig
The wore exicnsive aud wide-
s} read the evil, the greater the esuse for nlarn,
YVE oo propost 1o cxEmius sho -_*
Cliurel Pioperty Case,™
and decided iu the Uunited States Cireuit Court
for the Soutbern Distriet'of New Yoik, priat-
vd-and eifculated undey the wu-pices of the
k. Chureh, South,

gle article, though we assuse the reader that a
;. volsme could be profitably written upon this

Aud lot us premise bere, that if the dom-
ocratic eloment” really exists iu the system, it
certainly could not bave elud:d the perceptioy
of the learned cousel and court whe argaed
and adjadicated thut case.
offcred iselt in whmh to clacidate the arcana
of ** our episeopacy,” surely this was the ocea-
The whole history-of ita cstablishment
aud practical workings for nearly three quarters
of a ceptury was placed in evid -nee before the
court, and expounded- with distinguished abi ity
by wost of the learped counsil ou botl sides, |

powers of lhe dergy, :Jﬁe bishops and trav *
prm.du-ra, was the poiut 1o be argued and
deeided beiore that nugust tribunal.
- recoguize thie * Property Casc,” then, as in-
volviug an authentie, - reliably exposition of
Episcopal Metbodisin,

When the miuisters of any denonrination as-
| sume the tanagement and’ covitrol of its prop-
| erty, they pot only adopt the very priveiple
whieh all etvil despots have done to enslave the
people, but mre guilty ak the same time of de-
pacung from the great work to which they pro-

state the precise
ussion. It is im-
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These resolations were passed b
Jority, Aand here let it be
that the Bishops and clergy st this Conforence
assumed an absclute proprictorship iu “ all the
churehes, schools, colleges, Book Conceros,”
&e., belonging to the M. . Chureh in the
Time and aguin the impression
has boen seught to be wade daring this diseus-
sion, that ** with regard to the businessin which
the laity are equally interested with the winis-
try—such busiaces as constitutes the sphore of
uperations” of Baptist Conventions, State and
g-.numl they (the M. E. Chureh) * have ul-
managoment’’ —
and that it is only * the pnvstege of scattering”
the ** ministers to the four winds,” appointing
them to their respective ficlds of ]abor, that the
laiity have no voice. See Bro. Hauill's third
Arc the laymen of that |
ohurch ¢ cqually. interested with the ministry,”
in the clmrrhas, schools, colleges, ermeteries,
Brother Hamill will not
And yet, when fhe Bisho
clergy in General Conference assembl
an absclute proprictorship in, and-a right to
Aisposa of all this: immense aggrogution of
eburen property in the United  States, not s
single laywan’s voice was ever beard iu the
couucil that argued, or the vote that decided
the fate of this measure! Nay turther—in the 1
pardes lifigant in the fmnous lawsuit we propuse
reviewing, as appears vpon the fues of the ]
* Bl there iv mot the pame of a singlo lay-

g *—-ﬁl " .:
!"4;\'

i - “:,-. b’ _. ; _. “; '-'; -- :
s read, stud- Baptisy, muh-ul the Ooﬁgwm Iii‘nl:
3 B ¥ it it A Ayl km mmd'v"os-# ‘
srges o £ T “.8on" AN * Moon™ op *oun' &n- * '”m“ﬂh "fm vove S8 '
must have | 3 Dr, Caper to Dlsliop) introduced o, | Methodist Chureh,to carry
6 with the | m; SLIGHTLY KCLIPSED~AN INTER- t : | dag & pmonlel ] secinissbion Autheriued by Joh
Spirit=the | It M:el' scrwena TRE Two |70 goration of “the South | the mmh and | oat any omummguuu-
_ bewub- | g INGs OF THE ' 1ERiisLE ARNY Wit abization of a Southern General Confor- conviction lhuﬂmgomlo! the Ch
wnd v | “‘“3 — E8TIMATED '-"fg’“ BACH | guoa” These resolations d!m ceded to the .| ded such a speciul and parti rgan
5 3. Agein ; among the mem- ;"“"" 088 TApouE, THR EMOCRATIC | Southiérn members, prov!ded they should form | Aud still farcher, on puge
" bers of & qbnnh;m 'y to its adwinee-- | “'-m" mbnmguhntion. all the ohurohes, sohools, | ues,—* No modicun ‘wis
m-ud _pros v u is bhnmuio( | 4 Now, therefore, O*m is utferly a fault | golleges, ouneteries,” &e ., lying within their | where.' “T'he Church was not elsew
_ !l::uhu {ove oue an- | smong you, because you go ¢o Jaw one with | specified te ,and -suthorised the wangers | for any portion of suthority.” - ote.
By tbu :Inll .Ruonhqw that ye are }‘lm Why do ye not rather take wrong ? |.oi the * Book (lancern’  to megotinte an equi- | much wore o llu same puro-,bﬂ this is-
my dum&“ it ye have love one te another, ! ‘Why do yo o4 nﬁ!’lﬁf:ﬂmﬂﬂwh table divieion of its funds with such commis- | sufficient. s KT
- Mutual is the peculiar io of | defranded. ’—1 Cor..vi. 7. sioners 08 might be nppolr.wd from the South. Nwletum nptho evidence.  Hers are

But to proceed: After the Conference ad:
journed, sundry scmuples suggested themselves
to the ‘miuds ol the Northern munagers of the
* Buok Concern,” as to whether the geceding.
party, (the Southern division,) eould ba legiti-
wately reeoguized as a  Methodist Episcopal
Church—whether the admission of such & prin-
eiple would not destroy the unity of the ehurck ~
whetler the chiurch had the right to cut jtself
in twain, aud thus commit a kind of ‘wioral sai-
They thercfore refused to cu-
lw&*n—msoﬁ-ﬁun witly tho Bouthorn com-
wissioners, ns directed by the Gensral Counfer-
Under the leadership of Hvury B. Bas-
comb, than whom they could not have chiosen
a wore cbivalious geucralissimo, the Southern
terrible army with banners” o
gaviz'd its forees, and immediately issued a
sumnions to the Northero wing of the * torri-
“meet them at Phil-
ippi I’ when and where, with ** weapons of
wurfare that’ were *“carnal,” they ehiould do-
images and soper-

We wish that time and space would allow ns
to enter ‘uto the fall merits of this easa.
huve only tims to cstablish two points which
diceetly bear upon the question we are disouss-

lst That the Methodist Episcopal Church o
the United Siatcs in its. government econmy, is
nothing more nor less than the Bishop avnd trac-

2udly. THAT THEY HAVENO CONSTITUENTS:
They sre sovereign, and are accountable to no
power on earth but their gwn consciences.

Now for the proof of these pvnpos:tmm
Mr. Lard, onc of the counsel for the eluimants,
spoke as follows: * In’ vain you lovk juto this
i Mecthodist systems piior’ to 1808, for any res-
trictions on the General Couferégee of that
If that body had choscn to broowe
Socivian ; if it bad chosen to adapt the Pres-
byseriun or Buptist forms, either of government

_ululiputteuyhgof Pope,—

government let fools

Mhhaﬁhhﬂdhw
will ‘be fouod -
m.mﬁqhﬁkhﬂw

e

“ Wi*‘ “ghl&u "M

a decided ma-
istinetly noted,

Methodist Ipiscopal Chareh, South, to defend | been held
their right w{u P:iluhle division of “ Chureh' | 281
Em rty“ beforo the Ucited States Cirouis | 5an

‘ourt, relying wholly upou the evidence which |
they fnm to their hand declaring: what?'
'I'btt the Conference of 1784, composed of
‘sixty traveling preachers,” with Messrs,
and Coke at their head, in adopting the duo-
trines end discipline of that-churchy Mb '
" consisteney—that not one particle of
was loft elsewbere—that laymon have uul
now have, no voice- in it—-thas the mimsters |
eompose the Charch—that jn a goverm _
stuse ** they are the Chureb "—that it is abso-
lutely an ArisTocRacy—that it posscses 1 au-
limited power ** to ereate,”” and *' to festroy
~thut . it oonld bave beesme Sosinian il
‘cho-en to do so ' —and that it is respunsibleto
0o tribunal on earth but the couscicuces of
those who wield its authority !” All'this, and |
mueh ‘more ot like ¢haraeter, was soléemuly pro-
voutieed, as already mtm,azed by two'of the
ablest lawyets of the United States, before ome
of the highest judicial functivuaries of the
country, as an exposition of Methodist
| pacy, sad published to the world under the aus-
| piees of the M, k. Church, South!  And yet
for during fo question its repuhbcmun, we are
| 0 be denoneed by iits pstented jonrmals as 3
d:magogue, a bigot, an ignoramus, a lcgithnala
| child of the father of lics! {
| But we have bigher evidonee than all this'te |
sustain our position.  After the case was elobo-
rately srgued by such men & Johinson, Choate, |
Lord n} Wood, Judge Nerson delivered the
opinion of the Court, from*Which we make the
following extvact : &

2. As tothe power of the Gewneral Co
ence to authovize a sepawation of the €
organization.

The Methodist Episcopal Church of 1 _
United States was establisbed, io its mvun- 1
ment, doctrine, and diseipling, by a General
Conrereuce of the traveling preachers in this
communion, in 1784. Down to thattime the
Methodist Soeietics in America bad been gov-
erned by Johu Wesley, the founder of this de-
nomination of Christians, through “the agency |
of his assistants. - During this year the entire !
government was taken into the bauds of the
traveling preachers with his approbation and
assent. They orgapized it, established its doo-
trives aud diseipline; appointed several au-
thorities—superintendents or butops; ministe
and preaghers—to administer its - polity"a
“promulgate its doctriucs and teaching 1 ) roug
out the Jand. From that time to t.bu, :he ]
soutee aud fountain of all its tcmml _
are the traveliag preachers in this
Genernl Couference assembled.  The Tiy'mem- |-
bers of the Chutch have no part or conuexion |
with its governmental organization, sod never |
had.. The travelling mpruetho ;
embodiment of its power, ecclesiastical apd |
temporsl; and, when assembled in General |
Conterence amdmg to_the and dnup-
live of the chiireh, represent themselves, and
have no coustituents ! and thas thewmutm
continued uatil the year 1808, when a modifi-
cation took place,” [Appu‘l{hx Prop. Cus:,

10, 1.
pp‘l’he “modification™ to which Judge ‘\lalmu
alludes, relutes to the organization of u General
out of the Auvnual Confemees, which occur-
redin 1808. The J ~ then 23
show that that modification did not affeot in

E

and
assert
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Such v was the e
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We

re are_they to be useful 3-;:;: ﬁ.llqw are desolate. - What an fmpatas was to | fe-si0 have bermenlled by tbe Holy Ghost,, I'he | Or of doctrine, it was in -its power to-do it. | slightest ‘the principle bo bad laid dowa |
zem the mh’ good can ﬂ‘:; ‘!ﬂam  the Jerasilem cburen. ‘when three ‘thoasand | tribe of Lvi, who were thespiritual teachorsof | There was no limit,  They rugrescnted the | to wit: That the bishops and elergy in Gone-:
in the cause 6f Christ._ Tllo #2;“ 3 iris- | were ecouverted and adied to. their uumber. | l n, were ot allowed to awa one foot of Churel ; they worg the Chureh, . T'ha Church. | ral wms 1ir qnbodid’ hm‘
tians were 50 M ‘iﬂrﬁ While we should scek for the colng-n mbef the onndwdmx other kind of property. The du‘P'v"““‘l its light from the P"*‘“hﬂ! The |- er, *‘voclesiastieat and tempcral,” km st b
of entire tia ’ﬁﬂ mﬂfmg‘io churches 10 which we belong, sull the were P“Ild thiemiselves would Bot 5o much as con- | laity were aot ~ known iu’ tho governing [ their gavernmental veonomy-. ko
ats Y any labor, o | item of numbers should hava but. little weight. | ssnt to disburse Lhe beaefuctions of the Church y. Mufters of ‘dootrine, discipline, au The decision . of the Court, thon., sustain |
advance the interest ' Rodeenter’s king- | The important point is™ the scoession of real | ot Jerusalem “awong the “poor; but asked the | overything wers ‘in ‘the gwernin body. 1€ | every. position taken by the sounsel, - We will,
ot et “of us, The great q;nahontoh pattlnd i . Churchtieleét soven deacons, ¢ kind of bourd | tlist wis o to 1898, what wis that body | state these aguin in gorhr _
o I;mw ith which Theirdeve- tﬁo"""" of weuibars is, do they belive on | oF managore: nnm‘%m so'thint | afeer thut period ? - It7 was ‘the same General oonﬂrmodb the extract from _the opition-of | *
¢d for the name of Christ. .-Letus, my breth- | the_ ‘Jesus Christ, “'*l‘be Lord added to | they * conld give thﬂllumnrely to the word Ounfmm Y| Prope Lm. p. 168: the Court : Aﬂ the “derived power which the
ren, catch that W-ﬂw‘mm and | the chareh daily sucl ‘as shotld” be (wers) | of. God tnd yer.”” (Observe, they did net The Hon. Reveroy Jounsox, who was also. | Bishops und of the H‘ E. Church ever | claim
; ‘early cbnstians. Then | saved. "™  Whelr any one knocksat the door of | «ﬂ:m-mm-, but requested, | represcnted the Southern eommissioners i0. | had came, not from the Chirches, but from |
arches to flourish as they | the cburch for ‘admission, the' answer retarted humh t0 do_it. Wo beg the reader t) | that case, spoho thus: **This..Church; be it | John' Wesley S s :
o shiotild ba,'? ".M b ¥ ¢ wit.lni ﬂ-y m ohmurvé thaese. principles, as we progeed to aua- | remembered, even unto the present time, and I | and disci - its officers to adwminis
v e rirel o ’a ""“": qf"’“e i‘*l thou _ lyn this ** cuse.”’ speak it in no offensive senso,as s | ter its polity—they are the source and fountain -
they would be aby pleasare, | (zua continued. 1S4 Yot nersl Cophpostaamodbled | kpegamont, has hoss, theplotelys e thedare. | otalbue & s s o
s m Hm” a i g Y ] h ﬂm euy of New York: A ocaso was carried | of Wosley,un Irwtoono {men have had, | with its . nn--nul

make  God 4 B e o Jihm 'l’mmut Wh ““"“' ”“ o it"from the Stateof Marjland to this | and wow have no voise m it.  If thereis alay- lnd-u
glorify { e i e + A My, Mn: cmnhug , man within the sound of ny voice, he. knows.

'.-'“"'" e &miﬁhmﬂﬂ ,m e bas o voite now.  Heretolore ‘they bave

whnrprised elind W““ &Lﬂ- been natisfied with the government, Tbe, hn'
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