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THE LAW OF NEWSPAPERS.
L Subscribers who do not give express notice to
«the contrary areconsidered wishing to continue their
subseription. :

2. If the subscribers order the diseontinuance of
their papers, the pw may econtinue to send
them till all cash cha are paid. .

3. If subscribers neglect or refuse to take their pa-
pers from the office to which they are directed, ¢
are held responsibie uatil they have settled their bill,
and order their paper discontinued. !

4. If subscribers remove to other places without
inlorming the publisher, and the paper is sent to the
lormer direction, they are held responsible,

5. The courts have decided that refusing 10 taken
paper or periodical from the office, or temoving and
leavinyg it ancalled for, is * prima facie” evidence
of intentional frand.

[Pablished by Request.]
The Elements and Means of Church Pros-
| perity.
he Imtrodwctory Sermon of the Flat River
Association, delivered at Mt Moriah, Or-
ange counity, IN. C., Aug. 10, 1855, by R.

1. Devis. Published by reguest of the As-
ociation.
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« dnd the word of the Lord increased, and the
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusaiem
greatly.,” Acts6.: 7.

[Concluded.]

I11. Secondly, we will now consider somte of
the means to be employed iu proweting the ef-
ficieney and success of a charch.

1. An intelligent and pious ministry.

The preaching of the guspel, is the great
instrumentality to be used in the edification of
believers, and the salvation of sinners. Christ
gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachersy for the perfecting of the saints, and
for the edilying of the body of Christ. Eph.
4: 11, 12.

“It pleased God by the foolishness of preach-
ing to suve them that believe » 1 Cor. 1: 21.

No cbarch can flourish without the labors of
a pastor ; and the more able, active and pious
he be, the mere it will prosper under bis charge.
If a chureh would siok into & low, cold condi-
tion, and then disbasd aud become extinet, let
them dispense with the pastorate. Oce of the
most important concerns which claim the atten-
tion of any churel, is the selection of a pastor.
The first and only question with many is, 18 he
a great man, or, is bhe a great preacher 7
Learning and - ability are important qualifica-
tions ; but ouly so far as they are subservient
to piety, and the desire of doing good. We
advocate ministerial education ; but we also be-
lieve piety to be indispensable to the preacher
of the everlasting gospel.

The embassadors of Christ, should be truly

ious faithfal wen, able to teach others also —
They must rcad, meditate, and study to show
themselves approved to God, workmen who
peed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. 1 Tim. 4: 13—15. 2 Tim.
2: 15

Ministers ought to give themselves wholly
to the work of preaching the gospel; and hence
the duty of the churches to support them.

There is no ddty wore clearly taught in the
Bible, than - mivisterial support. ** T'he Lord
bath ordained that they who preach the gos-
pel shall Jive of the gospel.” The apostle Paul
tells the chureh at Corinth—** I robbed other
churches, tuking wages of them to do you ser-
viee.” | o T 4 .

In this connexion, we will mention a subjeet
of mueh importance to our Zion; it is the
practice of plurality pastorships. -

Most of ocur ministers, if pastors at all, are
pastors of, from two to four churches each, at
the same time. The system of hlavmg preach-
ing only opce a mounth, is certainly a very
onli.o ifr; Beuediet in his bistory of the Bap-
tists, calls us fhirty-day baptists, because we
have meeting oaly once in thirty days. How
much larger woud be the smount of good ac-
complished, “were “all our churches lo bave
every Sabbath and abandon these

ips. . The mjiahaithu
poverty .or ascarcity of winisters. It is true,.
-oued:whwm poor to support & pas-

preaching
eo ¥

snd it is also true, that ministers are scarce; .
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This is wrong. - g : :
£, first establishing of the ebristian
reb, tll now, ucworthy persons hav. ht
and found admission tithi,;ll;.:l pale. X
The most close and rigid examinations bave
failed to prevent the reception of hypoorites
and uoworthy mewbers. No commapity of
christians ean flourish, unless they. enforee their
aws.  ‘The erring ehristian wust be broughit
back, and the wicked offender excluded. - Far

merely nominal ebri
proach to the gospel.

efficiency, is regular astendance on the _public
worship of God. The ssored injunction is,
JSorsake uot the assembling of yourselves togeth-
¢r, as the manner of some is. The preaching
of the gospel is the most effsctive means of en-
couragiug christians aod savine sinncrs  hat
a church may prosper, the membeérs must be
punetuul in attending™apon divine worship. —
Listen to the overflowings of'a pious heart, that
loved the public ‘worship of God. “*1 was
glad when they saidunte me, let us go iuto the
house of the Lord. One thing have | desired
of lhe.Lord. that will | seck after; that | may
dwell in the house ot the Lord all the dsys of
my life, td.bebold the beauty of the Lord, and
z'enquiye in his temple. A day in thy courts

better than a thousand. I had rather be a
door-keeper in the hous: of my God, thaa to
dwell in the tents of wickeduess.*

My bretbren, if you love the chureh, evinee
it by regularly attending your stated meetings.
Every member hus an important part to uct in
the salvation of soals. L'oo much is genirully
expected from ministers. They can'accomplish
very little without the eo operation ot their
brethren.  Whew they aét wione, unaided by

charel, their labois are nearly lost.

ing, afford oppoitauitics of usefulu:ss which
ought not :0 be negl-ctod.
5. Christians must pray for the prosperity

keep pot sileuce, aud give him no rost Gl bo
mske Jernsalew a praise in the earth.”  The
people of God should daily approach the throne
of grace, und boseech the Lord to sppear for |
bis causc. snd build up his chureh in'the world.
When Zion travails sbe will bring forth ehil-

4. Another very important megas of chur@®

!

the prayers and efforts of the members of the | =
| their several

heze M g | £ be people weve by speeial ordinauces
The Sabbath Sechool aud ¢l Ayer meet- -| trous e people Wiy OB i
O Wk, 1N0  pertyae mes | submitied back directly to the propLE for their

of Zion, ** Ye that make wention of the Lord, |

better for any eharch to hive bot a fow faithe £ - % B .
ful, pious memberssthan ‘a large number of Y 11oo:’ yiBe ay ai v Lev Whtory

whose lives are a re-

dren. Exeept the Lord build the house, thy
labor in vain who baild it?" All eur help
must cowme from God. We maust loek to him
for bis bles-ings upon the church. He ean dis-

el the dark cloud which may hang over Zio
£M CAUST & WUIUINE U UHpaFRiIeicl !Fﬂéll‘?ﬂ"ﬂ*

to dawn upon her He eun remoya the doath-
like coldncss that too often paralizes the encre
gies of a church, and caunse her to break forth
into songs of rejoicing and praises. If we would
ﬂocking to Zion_ let the praver of_ faith ascend
to the Lord of Sabaoth, snd he will open the
windows of beaven, and pour out a' blessing, .
that there sball not be room cmough to receive
it. .

6. In the last place, if a choreh would flour-
ish, it must put tosth efforts to spread the gos-
pel over the earth. :

The great work of converting the world (in-
strumentally ) has been entrusted to the church.
The efforts whieb are made for the salvation of
the bemghted beathen, however remote, will
react upon the ehurchrs at beime. The re-
flex benefits enjoyed by those wheo engage i
the missionary cause, inay be illustrated by the,
bappy influence it produecd on the Baptist
churches in England. ‘T'he state of wany of
the eburches before the revival of . the medern
missivbary enterprise, was indeed deplorable.
But when Mesars Carey, Fuller, Ryland, and
others-engaged in the great work of preaching
the gospel to the heathen, the churches aroused
from their .colduness, and enjoyed such pros-
perity as they had not realized before.

The writer of the Bapiist Missions, says,
“ The thought of having done something to-
wards enlaiging the boundaries of our Savior’s
kingdom, and of resewing poor heathens from
under Satan’s yoke, rejoiced our hearts.

Some who had backslidden from God were
réstored ; and others who had “long ‘been po-.
ring over their unfaithfalness nud questioning
the reality of ‘their personal religion, Waving
their attention direeted to Christ and  bis king-
dom, lost their fears and fuafld pgui.whmh n
other. pursuits, they sought in vaim. .

" In short, our hearts were enlarged ; and i
no other good. had arisen from th wndertaking,
than the effects produced upon gur own minds,
snd the minds of Christians in our own coun-
try, it was more than equal to the expense,”

% The liberal soul sball be made fat ; and he
that watereth shall be watered bimsel{. He

. sparingly. shall reap sparingly s
s0d he that soweth

Ju conclusion. We always judge of a man’s
love for an objest by the - s mitasts
for its sucoess. ~ My brethren, do you feel more

see religion flourishing and siuners in erowds |
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| The Coufrast.
Tue Conrtrast Berwesn MeTuopist Eprs,
COPACY AND AMERICAN REPUBLICANISM—
~ Synorsis AND APPLICATION OF THE AR-
cUMENT—CONCLUSION. .

‘““Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles
exercise dominion over them, and they that
are great exercise authority upon them. Buf
i shall not be 30 among you."”—Jesus CurisT.

“Sometimes it is said that men cannot be
trusied with the govern of Mhimself. Can
he then be trusted with the government of oth-
ra ? Or have we found angels in the form of
apsweor
this question.”—Thomas Jefforson, the Apostle
of American Republicanism.

“Aslong as I live The Prorre shall have
no share in choosing either stewards or leaders
smong the Methodists. - We have not, nor
ever bad, any such custom. We are no Re-
publicans, and mever intend fto be.”’-—Joun

Wrspey, the Apostle of American Methiod-
I1sin

We come now to the interesting task of trac.
g the coutrast between. our republican insti-
tutions and Methodist Kpiscopacy. Bro. Ham-
i1, bas given us the “‘stiiking analogy”—we
Propese preseuting the opposite side. And let
us ugain begin at the begioning.

First.  The Constitation of the United
States, and the Constitutions of ench State of
the confederacy, were formed by representa-
t ves chosen by the PeorLe in thew sovereizn
capacity. ‘The Constitations or beok of **Dis-
cipline and Doetrines”” of the Meth dist E.
Charch was formed by sixty clergymen,appoin-
ted and summoned to their work by two Ka-
glishwan, Asbury and Coke There was not
a gingle luyman, or & layman’s represcntative
in the Conference of 1784, that drafted it.—
YTRIY QUM tind wo comabidusney B Lhey were
absulutely an aristocracy.™ ;

Sceondiy. The ("ousti utions of the United
States, and of each State, wheu drafted by
conventions of represcntatives

ratification. The Constitution of Mecthodist
Eipiscopacy was adopted and  forced apon their
(we wish we could say *‘eonstiluency,’ but by

if we comprehend no such priviiges.” !

| Cousiitution of the U

the decision of the United States Circuit Court
th :y have noconstiturney.” ) wewb:r-hip with-
out vven the torm of a volunbury recognition
of sueh power as was assamed by said Coufer-
ence. INo layman was ever asked to cast bis
suffrages by wuy ol adopting that docamzut.

Thirdly. * Amendments'to the Consttution
of the United States, and of the several States
belore they are eonsidered bindmz. nre snbmit-
ted to their respective coastitucncies for tucip
rutifieation : . Awendinents to the Constitution
of them ave made at e¢very geoeral Conlorenas
W ba-lic?c, are luisted upun the cuurch s v fens
volens, by the mere prervgative of this bouy.
In this also, “they admit no constitucncy—tbey
Lave no constitueoey.’

Fourthly. The President and Viee Presi-
dent of the United States, and the Governor
of each State, the highest officers recogniz.d
by tbe Genmersl and Stste governments, are
etosen direetly Ly the PEOPLE every two, three
and four years, thereby secaring a fruqu_ent rec--
oning with these officers, and preventing any
abuse of the powes thus delegated to thewn :—
The Bisbhops of the Methodist = Kpiscopal
Chaurch are chosen for life, or during good be-
havior, by the clergy who cowpose the Gene-
ral Conference, aud who assembled “represent
themselves, and have no conslitueils.”’ They
are “‘responsible only to thewr own conscicn-
cies’’ for the wanner in which they exercise
their *‘unlimited ecelesiastical aud temporal
power.”’ :

Fifthly. The Congress of the United States,
and the Legislatares of the several States, are
composed of delegates elected by the suffrages
of the several States, and bold their offices one,
two, three, and six years, sod are therefore,
responsible directly to the people for their of«
ficia) conduet ; the anoupsl and quadrenial Cou-
ferences of the Methodist Episcopal Chursh
dre composed, ez officio, *"of the Bishops und
uaveiling preachers,”” and their represénta-
tives. No layman of the Methodist Kpiscopal
Chureh ever east a single bailot for a represen-
tative to either'n State or & General Confer-
ence. :

Sixthly. In our eivil iustitutions, the busis
of represcotatiou is the endire population of the
United States and of each respoctive Btate;
except in the Senate of the United States, in

B R ——

| detivered to bim letters of cpiscopul ordurs,

which, for wise purposes, the sdvereignly of
each State 1s rerrescnted : In the Metbodist
) ntation
is the travelling clergy in the bounds of each
State. - '
. < "Seventbly. The Congress of the United
‘Statessnd the Legislature of each respedtive
State, admit end represent a  couvstituency, to
whom they are respomsible for their aots and
_doings: Butthe Bishogs aad travelling preach-
evs in the Methodiss Kpi Church, *com-
i i _its power, ecclesiasti-
; aud when assembled in Gen-
iog to the usage sad

ARD BATE X0 _coRTITORNTS. | Bo_sffrme,

“| *©lureh, “the will** of the ¢irenit ridor, of €l- |
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exercised. ‘Their “'will is ownipotent in the
premises.*’

Tenthly. The right of petition for redress |
of grievances is clearly recogoized by the Con-
stitution of tbe-Unh.ed?sm and of each State,
But when such & right is-at ted to be exer-
cised by the locul preachers and private mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, ths |
least privilege which any form. of government
can recogniza, the bishops of that church sn~
swer—""Lardon us 1f we know ne such rights,

Eleventhly. The government of the Uni-
ted States and of each State is a government
of the people and their chosen representatives
a democrstic republic : ‘The Methodist Epis-
copal Church, “‘as regards its government,”
says the Hon. R ' Jolnson, in bis speech m
the *‘Church property Case," ‘‘has been ubso-

TOCRACY ! Luywen have bad, and now
*have,no voice in it.  If there is a layman wit! -
in the spund of my voice,’” continues Mr. J,,
"HE KNOWS HE HAS NO VOICE Now." ' Prop-
erty Casc,-p. 331,

Twelch.- Congress and our State Législa-
turcs are bodics of limited powers—they have
nu authority whatever, to ehange or modify our
present forms of civil government: The Gener-
al Conferencs of the Methodist E. Church, is
*‘the source and fountsin gf all its temporal
power,” says Judge NeLSoN—nay, it “cow-
prises the cimbodiment of its power, ecclesiasti-
cal and temporal,” It is “a body unlimited in
tue autbority to create,” says Mr. Johuson, and
*equally unlimited in the authority to destroy,
responsible only to their consciencies for the
mauver iu which either authority is exercised
“Ifthat body bad chosen to become Socinian,”
Says Mr. Lorp, one of the counsel for the
claimants ;  “if it had chosen to adopt the
PRESBYTERIAN or Baprist forms, either of

o i R e i
. out endorsing their errers—and that
iety may be ove thing, and dérical al

_ brother so frequently boasts.

government or doctrina, it wae im ite powas ta
doit. " THERE WERE THE CHURcH * * *
Fhe laity were not koowu in the governing
body.  Matters of doctrine, discipiive, snd
everything were in the governing body.  If that
was 50 up t 1808, what was that body alter
that period ¢ Iu was the same Geueral Con-
ference.”—Property Case, p. 163.
Tbirteenthly. "Lhe first paragraph of the
vited States wlledges thus
“we THe PEOPLE of the United States, in or-
der to form a perfect union, establinh justice,
casure dumestio tranquility provide for thie com
mon detenes ; promote the genepal welfure, and
sccure the biossings of liberty to ourselves and
our pusterity, do ordaiu and establish this (‘on-
sittution for the United States ot America *
Lhe first scction of the “Book of Discipline™
alleges, that us - Mr. Wesley “*preferred the
episcopal mode of cburch - government to any
vther he solemnly sot apart, by the inposition
[ o '1)"} anday preduysweraa U or yne Uidutea e
Lngland, for the episcopul office ; and baving

comutissivned aud directed biw  fto  set apart
Fraoeis Asbury, . . . for the sawe episcupal
office. 1hat 13, the people of the Uunited States
est.blisbed tlcir furm of govorowent : One
aMaN Jobn Wesley, according to the Disciplin,
uuthorized the establishweunt of the government
of the Metbodist Episcopal Chureh. 7The
truth of this statement 1o regard to Mr. Wesley
ordatoing Dr, Coke “'to the episcopal office,”
we bave already examived, and us we think
proved it to be entirely incxaet ; but as the
governmental eeonomy of that chureh is to be
ascertuined by the Diseipline, it is right and
proper, that we should refer to all its statements
in this connection, as if they were true.
Fourteenthly, In the governimeunt of ~the
United States, and of each seperate State, the
leguslative, exeoutive and judicial departments
ot governwmentgare placed in the hands of three
distipect classes of officers, cach, operating as a
check upon the others.  T'hus the President of |
the United States, and the Governor of each |
|
{
|

State, being elected by the people, and there-
fure, representing their sovercigoty, possa2ss the
veto power to check husty or uncoustitutionad
legislativn.  Aud Congressand State Legista- |
tures possess the power of passiog a law by a |
two tuird vote, notwithstanding the veto of the |
Clief Execative, thus interpusing a salatary
check upon this prerogutive. And the Judici-
ary, being the cxponent of the Constitutionali-
ty of all laws becvwes another cheek upou the
legislauve department. “Bat in the Metbodist
Episcopul Cuurch, the lgislative, executive
aud judicial departwents of government are all
in the sawe bunds.  And this body of men are
not the representatives of the people, but, s
Judge Nelson declares, *‘when assembled in
Couterenoe, represent themselves aod bave no
¢onstituents.”” Where such s body of men,
says the lute bishop Bascoub, “Hrst make the
laws, thou exevuts shem, and flaally are the
sole judgyes of their own aots, there is no liber-
ty ; the people are virtually enslaved, and lia-
ble to be ruined  at any tiwe.”’—Rights, &o.,
Art. 6. ln a word all power, legislative, exs
ecative and judicial, known in the governwen-
tal econoiny of thut charch, is lodged in the.
hands of its clergy. “Not a modicuw of pow-
er,” says Mr. Jounson **was left @lsewhere.”’ .
Fifteentuly. The great fundamental prinei-
“pls wisich lies at the busis of our eivil govern-

| private mwh.bmu; sheir form of ﬂ‘::, | from
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thay be s different thing.

Sixteenthly. Our civil constitations, State and {"to osll

Natioeal, r

clergy—" If they bad chosen, to becowe Socini-
an, they could have dope so. There was no”

Seventeenthly.

In our eivil government, the
property is held

y the people, und even the

limit,” gaid M};,q.d . Property Case, p, 163. |
b

small pittance which is used for State and Na=-

tional purposes, is  subject to the dircetion of
their répresentatives : In the Methodist Epis-
copal Chureb, the chureh property is held uud -

' lutely, since the days of Wesley, AN ARIS3 |, disposed of by the clergy. . Even :the trustees:.

who bold the property, are to be appointed by
the** preacher in charge, or the presiding clder
of the district, all of whom are to be members
of the Methodis¢ Episcopal Church.” Dis-
cipline, last edition, p. 218, "The appointmens
of ‘these trustees is the amotnt of ** lay repre-
sentation and lay management” of which our
This **lay rep-
resentation and lay management ** amounts to
about a8 much, as the * representation and
waunagement ’’ of ordinary eclerks in a werean-
tile vstablisbment. They can only execute the
orders of the bishops and elergy of the General
or State Conferenecs. This every reader can
see by turning to the Discipline, pp. 209, 114,
and pp. 256, 257. :

We could trace this contrast much farther;
but the foregoing points are deemed sufficient’
for- our presemt purpose. We will only add,
iu closing this part of the subjeet, That the
Mecthodiss Kpiscopal Charch, is the only de-
nowination of Protestants on this continent;
from whose ecelesiastical coons-ls all laymen
are excluded by comsThrutional Iaw.  If a line
were drawn upon the subject of Church Goy-
ernmeut between all professing Christians in
tLis eountry, on one side of it would be array-
cd the Methodist Episeopidl and the Roman

Catholic communions—en the other ail other °

Protestant demowinations. To what extent
Methodists are charmed with their eompany
and bow long they will keep it, the future must
show. We have not plac:d Methodisin there.
This was the work of its first apostles. Wa
bave only hung the lamp of truth over the
arcana of the system, aud are not responsible
for its revelatious. Other bLuonds wust apply
the corrective.

The reader will observe, that not one fact
that we have alleged in conmection with the
origin and history of Episcopal Methodism in
this country, has ever 'been contested by broth-
er Hamill. He has attempted to show that
s wabros~2 : : J
He has vecapied the most of his time
aud space in deploring in guite pathetic terms,
the ** Munster insutrection.”” ** Close Com-
wunion,” and *‘ Baptist Anarchy ? Of ¢ouise,
if be thug permits judgment to go by default »
—if, baving of his own free will taken issue
with us upon a plain, practical question, he
sees proper to leave us to discuss that question,
and busies himself upon other issucs, which
have no more to do with the one he set oat to
disouss than the Eastern war has to do with the
weather<—it is not our copeern It only shows
the utter npossibility of harmoniziug Methe-
dist Episcopacy with the genius of our free in
stitutions. And now if the '* democratic ele-
ment ’ really does exist in the governmental
economy of Methodism, it must exist in that
system, notwithstanding all these faefs. That
is to say, it must exist i 4 system of govern-
ment, the basis of whose represcutation in its

- —

ecclesiastical councils is not the pumerical

surength of the membership, but tha travelling
clergy—whose - constitation ' was adopted whol--
ly by the ministry, without so much as submit-
ting it to its membership—whose rulers ** when

i ussembled in General Counferenee; according to
| the usage and discipline of the Church, repre-

sent themselves, and have no.constitnentn_
which is * absolutely an aristoeracy-—whose

| funetionaries cam remove all juferior officers

without the forms of trial, the removed party
haviug Do alternative but submission, their be-.
ing “‘no tribunal to “cure the error or rectify
the wrong ?—whose bisliops, i arswer to re-
spectful petitions to make “the system republi-
can, that is, representative, use the wery lan-
gusge of despotism .itself, ** pardon us if we
know no such rights, if we comprehend no such
privileges—whose ecclesinstical . covneils are
“‘unlimited iu the authority to cpeale, and
eqully uolimited in the authority to destroy,
responsible ouly

the power secording

o logialitors posecs
to Mro J 'd'- to w : ! has
denominatiou into a ** Socivian » body—whose

ment
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lative, exceutive and judicial powersare vested | ¥
in the same meu, thers not being * & modicum | -

Youvion of that vitl priseiple whioh Jies st the |

_ That all power
inherent in place all * ecclesiastical

- . o ! . sower " ity the hands of the trav-
wieuts, State and Nationul,is, T garTasy ane | aud b M gl o
 Repriseutatives : fn the - Methodist Episcopal | elling slergy—whose cliiefoffioers, the
Church, in 1824, and 1828, a0 -ﬁnumﬂo ] :

ecoguize the principle, “That olf | bt ?p ‘m G i
pow:r is inherent in the people; In the Meth |
odist economny, all power. is inherent in the -

Methodism

i Beswmecisd Feat a3 :
! lmnurj-d pastor, w 1ich Sp hug 'ltf_usi
| you will excuse me for ohi- Tib o'ty

' to their own consciences for | !
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