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sbseription.

2. If the subscribers order the discontinunance of
{heir papers, the pablishers may continue to send
shem till all cash charges are paid.

3. If subscribers negleet or refuse to take their pa-

rs from the ofiice to which they are directed, they
are held responsible until they have settled their bili,
and order their paper discontinued.

4. If subscribers remove to other places withont
informing the publishor, and the paper is sent to the
lormer direction, they are held responsible.

5. The courts have decided that refusing to taken
paper or periodical from the office, or removing and
‘eaviny it uncalled for, is ““prin « facie” evidence
of fintentional fraud.
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F o.r. the Rect_mler.

Dear Bro. Epitor :—Having seen so great
3 predilection in some of our Baptists to eccle- |
siastic supremacy, which 1 regard as a depar-|
ture from the old ancient landmarks of our
forefathers, | have been induced to send you!
the following thoughts on Cburch Governwent,
or the apostolic mode of church diseipline.

1. Then all church power, i. e., the power|
which Jesus-Christ bas delegated to her for|
administering her laws, resides in #the Church
itself.  Of course all church questions are to
be determined by the chuich, or the voice of
the majority, independent of any control or
probibition, either of church officers or coan-|
cil. This is a point for which our Fathors
earncstly contended, against both prelates and
presbyterians. It is the great point now il
debate concerning both a civil and religious of- |
fice, whether the power of government is con-
ferred by the people on the officers, or whether
the privileges are conferred to the peopls by
the rulers. Most denominations of ehristians
hold that church power originally belonged to
an imaginary body called the ¢hurch universal,
or to the superjor officers of the church, and is
thence dispersed to others ; so that particular
congregations or churches are formed under
them, and receive all power to act from this
soperior authority. We as Baptists claim to
be a christian commonwealth, we hold no hu-
man founder. There is no one living or dead,
on whose opinions we confide as that of Calvin
for the Presbybyterians, Wesley for the Meth-
odists, or Luther for the Lutherans. We claim
as our only head Christ the Lord.

2ndly. That all churéh questions are to be
determined in the ehureh itself by the voice or
vote of the brotherwood according to our Fa-
thers, Williaws, Baxter, Owens, Hooker and
Cotton, all Congregaticnalists. The province
of the church officers is to preside and to exe-
cute, but for any of them within called prelates
or Elders, or preachers, or deacous, or com-
wittees to claim the prerogative of acting for
the church as a matter of right, is ururpation.

And for the brotherbood to give it up to

While the evil consoquences of | the error to
an individual or & church are more likely to be
remedied, if the decision of the church is final,
we think that, so far as, experience and obser-
vation go to prove anything, are as safo here
:: under any other government, and as likel
receive the protecting ¢are of his Master,

be lives as he onght. ' And, moreover, no au-
thoritative act could make us elose our eyes to

the grevious wrongs of compelling a whole to
wdkinfellonhipwi&hsmnuhnn‘pihoymn-

sciously believe to have been convieted, on suf-
ficent evidence of erime which render him un-
worthy of the communion of saints. :

But what settles the question in our view, is,
that power of the church itself, to choose its
officers and execute discipline is a delegated
power dérived from the authority of Christ, and
consequently they have no right to delegate
their power and transfer their responsibility to
others. -

The truth is, a particular Chureh is the high-
est tribunal, before whom the party may be
brought, and if difficulties arise in the proceed
ings, the coancil may be called for from other
churches to elear the truth ; but the power, of
course, rests still in the church, where Christ

' placed it.

She, the chureh, is so far subject to the un-
ion of churches, that she is bound, in eases of
doubt and difficalty, to erave the couneil, and
if it be according to God, to follow it: and if
she shall err from the rule, and continue obsti-
nate thereii.,, they have the right to renounce
the right band of fellowship with her.

The obligation of churches to perform the
various aets of fellowship arising from the rela-
ticn to each other and to their eommon Lord,
it does not arise from any express agreement
to be in fellowship ; por does it depend om the
more or less complete cowncidence in our views
and praetice ; but on the simple fact that they
are churches of Christ. As such they havea
common interest, are pursuing a common ob-
ject, possess a eommon character, serve a com-
mon Lord, and live in a common hope. Aund

terested in *the welfare of the other. If one
suffer by deelention, error, iniquity, or prse-
eution, all suffer, for the cause suffars.

In conclusion, I would refer you to Paul 1n
proof of what I have written. If he had no

walking right, he publicly rebuked him before

their relations are such, that each is decp'y in- |

authority over Peter, yet when he saw him not | P
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] " Frém the Yndex.
The Preaching of Funeral pons . Un-
scriptural and Evil in its T eais.

I am aware that the heading of this article
contains a somewhat startling announcement.
Many will be surprised to see it, while others
will ponder and reflect sériously on' the subject.
The truth is; whole communities may be so far
led astray by popular error and exeltement as
searcely to perceive the truth when plainly
presented. There is, in many localities, a per-
fect mania on the subject of Funeral Sermons
1 have many objections to the practice, though
1 bave sometimes been guil'y of the wmconsis-
tency of doing what my own conscicnce does
not heartily approve.

The first objection is, that it is uaseriptural.
In vain have I searched the Old and New Tes-
tament for evidence to support the long and
dearly cherished custom. With this confus-
ston, many, no doubt, will be astounded. Is it
possible that so many good men of all persua-
gions bave so long practiced that which is not
authorized by the Scriptures? Is it possible
that the DBaptists, who claim to be governed
exclusively by the word of God, have so long
practiced it without authority from the Divine
Record ? These thiogs are so, and yet | can-
not account for it. The fact that the Bible
nowhere authorizes the custom should be a suf
ficient reason for its discontinuance, at least
among Baptists.

The sccond, and a very important objection,
18, that it is a relie of Popery. 1 am not for
condemning indiscriminately every thing sanc-
tioned by the Pope. Jf we have not the Di-
vine sanction for it, we have sufficient reason
for its rejection. This relic should not have
been continued—should mnever have been
brought out cf Rome. It was a regulation in
the church of Rome to cclebrate mass for the
dead, which is to go through the representation
of the passions of Christ, to offer up prayers
for the dead. The Romish idea is, that there
are many sins committed by the saints of too
trivial 2 eharacter to deserve cternal punish- |
ment. Hence the place of purgatory, or a
place of purifying was established, in which
they might expiate their offenses. The priost-|
hood claims the power, by the ceremeny o!
mass, to release the soul from its purgatorial |
rison. Thus the priest makes merchandise of |
souls, There is no difficulty in releasing the |

all the chureh ; so churches have no more an-
thority over one another than Panl had over
Peter ; yet, as one apostle has a right to ad
mounish another, so one church bas a right to
admonish one another, and that without usurpa-
tion. ' W. R. Joussox.

——_—— -—— — —— - ——

For the Recorder.

Brorier Jasmes :—In compliance with your
request which came to my netice a few days
ago in your most excellent paper, I will pro-
ceed to give you for publication some of the
success of the protracted mectings which I bad
the pleasurs to attend. Commencing with the
Church, at Colerain, Bertic county, N. C,,
Tuesday after the fourth Lord’s day in August
—it being’ the fourth day of the meeting, the
Church reuewed their efforts ; it was protract-
ed through the weck. The Lord blessed his
fruth in awakening and in the conversion of
maoy souls. , On Sabbath morning it was my
pleasure to baptize in the Chowan twenty-
eight willing subjects upon a profession of

their rulers as a matter of convenience, orto save
themsclves the labor aud respousibility of seif-
government, is a dissertation of duty. Our
Fathers held that the Lord Jesus Christ has
laid upou the church the duty of watehing over
her own members, of administering discipline,
and of choosing and removing their officers as
an important cxercise of christian graces, and
a discretionary means of sadctification. Aswe

have said before, we have no superior but the |1 had the pleasure of baptizing eighteen upon a

Lord Jesus Christ. We profess to be consti-
authoritative control than him. Every church
is complete in itself, and has all the aathority
which can reside in any orgaunized body of be-
lievers ; and is competent to perform ali charch
acts, without warrant from any superior church
udicatory. The whele authority residing in
the echurch, and being placed there by Jesus
Christ, it follows of course that no other earth-
ly tribunal is competent to reverse the determi-
nation of the church, and any aathoritative de-
crees of a Bishop, or prelate, or presbytery,
committee or counsel, purporting to control or
revise the acts of the church, ate acts of usur-
pation end merely void.. . ;

3rd. The largencss of the chureh givesno
additional autbority ; it is still a chureb, and
nothing more, whether it embraces the occu-
pants of * an upper ohambeg,“ or the prof_ess..
ed belicvers of a city, a proviace or an ew pire.

The only chureh which our Lord has appoin-
ted or recognized as sn organizéd corporation,
possessing church power are all an equality ;
and according to the prineiples of the Baptists,
all councils, convocations, prasbyterics, elasses,
conferences, synods, or whatever they may be
called, com of delegates from many

urches, whether they are officers or privates, |

¢ no authority, but are advisory councils.
In casés of discipline, they may ba sought for
- churches in the above sensé. - The
re stilt remains in the particular
the ecclesiastical council
s have no foree until
of course the church

T

faith in Christ. Ministers in attendance —El-

lour much estcemed brother Elder James Delk,
fa day or two.
| A protractcd meeting
lat Mt. Carmel, Northampton county, N. C.,
|ecommenecinz on  Saturday before the fourth
| Sabbath in.September, when the Lord. again
blessed bis truth. At the close of the mecting
i profession of faith in Christ. Ministers in at-
and Elder Jobn B. Webb.

A protracted meeting with the Church at
Corinth, in Nortbampton ecomnty. N. C.:
Nineten baptized by ElderJ. B. Webb., There
we bad the pleasure of meeting and hearing the
Gospe!l preached in its fullness, by our brother
Elder Q. H. Trotman,

Yours in gospel bonds,
R. W. DeLBRIDGE.

Deap TueatEr Actors.—It is surprising, the
amount of prais and the number of friends” which
distinguished stage performers receive and - enjoy.
It seems impo-s ble 10 show them e h attention
while living, bat when dead or d,?ing, hos they
are deserted! One of the leading New York jour-
nals says, that when the projector and builder of
the Broadway Fheater died, religious le;'and
not iang or stagelovers, attended his funeral.
Ahd anther New York paper, in a notice,of the
death of T. G. Booth, a great commedian, at Tor-

birthplace, and that at-the performances of his
ral ceremonies, there was almost utter
all members c:; ldmi__;erﬁ;:f, tlag:ea‘t‘ ﬂ'f‘;i pm(easm;l
Strange, yet how true the adage, e world wi
love in'li?; ahd forsake in déath I”

R e et 3
Tuaz Presexr anp Furoee Lire.—Earth is onl
fur ibe. Christian ; his_ is
world is bui a shadow,
we

a loiging %l‘;ce
hiexven. is d _
world a substance. 8o John O
theologian mdhumble’ Christian fe p
hours, for it is related of him that when he

Eis dying bed, avai By (3

dictated a

der Jobhn Nowell, Pastor ; Bro. Williams,.and |

held with the Cburch!

onto, Canada, August 18th, says, that his remains
| were brought for interment to New “York city, bis : : !
| mo other reason than that there is a funcral to
of { be preached in the neighborbood, at a church,

ther

n|mere ‘¢ clap<trap,” if you will suffér the ex-

... |ocecasions to deaw: off the

soul, if by a surviving friend the * onc thing |
needful” is placed in the hands of the priest.
| But now what conncction, some of our good
{ brethren will ask, has purgatory with the sim-
 ple act of preaching Funeral Sermons in mem-
ory of the dead. Disguise the subject as you
may, apologise for it as best you can, and there
is in the mind of many, a latent idea that the
soul will not be «uite so well off if the fnneral
|is not preached. The widow speaks to her
' Pastor on his visit, and says, I wish you would
préach my hosband’s funeral. It scems that |
cannot beWtisfied if 1 do net have it preached.
Why not satisfied ? 1Is it an imperative duty
lenjoined by the Seriptures? No. What
ithen ? We have but one ulternative, and that
| is some undefinable good that is to rezult to the
|departed spirit. The unlettered mnegro ap-
proaches his pastor and says, I wish you would
!give out an appointment on such a Sabbath
for brother Jordam, or brother Charles, or
| brother Gabriel, or brother Some-body-else,
for a funeral occasion. 1 want my child’s fu-
ueral preached. The pastor asks bim why he
wants it preached. The servant responds that
he thinks itright. He does not know what good
!iL will do, but he fecls that he cannot be satis-
fied if it is not done. You may see, as I think
have seen all the time in the black man’s
| countenance, that he expeets some good to re-
|sult to the child. The pastor furthier asks,—
{ Do you not think your child is gone to heaven?
| 1f 0, what good ean the sermon do the c¢hild ?|
h, says the servant, it will benefit the living. |

all gospel sermous benefit the living ? Yes ;)|
but says the servant, the funeral will draw out
a much largor number of people. The obj et
|18 then to draw out the people in great num
bers.. This leads me to notice another objcc-|
tion to Funeral Sermons, that is, it leads per-
sons to disparage the ordinary means of graee,
to look for all the good from those extraordi-
nary gatherings enlled funeral occasions. It
secms, that one object had in view, is to create
an artificial stimulous to induce people to go
t+ church, which tte ordinary means doecs not
produce. It creates itching cars—a perpetual
desire for sometliing new~-vain curiosity, an in-
definable restlessncss and craving for that excite-
ment which these occasions usually afford.—
The humble pastor who is faithful and punctual
to his appointments, and of equal ability to, if
‘n’ot in manpy cascs. superior to those who are
constantly engaged in preaching funeral ser-
mous, has ofien to preach to empty walls, for

|
|

too; it may be of another persuasion. The
writer of this essay knows a minister who
preached to a chureh located in a community
noted for funeral sermons in the churches
round ~him. He bas frequently been pained
to meet his own members returning from the
Methodist church, after elosing a very labored
'and carnest disconrse to the empty benches. —
He, with many of his brethren, think that, in
this case, furneral sermons or occasions, are

pression. ‘The writer heard a good preacher
|{once make use of this very trathful remari,
¢ the Methodist get up more extra

s can surely

| tion commenees among the whites.

{our mmnisters, have not long sinee miven it up

————— .S T

-

in the way of other sermons, which are a
necessary “for the wadvancement of Christ’s
Kiugdom. The pastor prepares his mivd to
instruct his congregation on some important
topics, which is necessary for their edification—
their improvement and their progress in the di-
vine life, when bebold sowe_ friend wishes, on
that day, a funeral to be preached! 'The pas-
tor cannot well refuse, yet it disconcerts all his
arrangements, and perhaps no one even grati-
fied, beyond the immediate family of the de-
ceased.

4. My next objection is, that funcral ser-
mons usually are productive of no good. This
would seem to be begging the question, but let
us examine. I have béen a somewhat close
observer for several years—have heard many
cxperienccs, bave buptized many, but mever
have heard the first experienco date at a faneral
discourse : but have heard many experiences
that were duted at sermons delivered on ordi-
pary oecasions, This is quite remarkable,
when we consider the great number of funeral
sarmons we pre accastomcd to hear in all the |
churches, and the great excitement produced at
thom. This all goes to prove that it is not of
God, and he will not give to it the seal of his
approbation.. The fecling attending those oe-
casjons is not the feeling of contrition for sins.
Those sobs and crics come mnot from heart-bro-
ken, on accourt of sins, but it is mere sympa-
thy—a mere animal excitemeut, that ends not
in any permancutly good results,

The example is injurions, partieularly fo the
black population. Among them, it is a perfect
wania. In some localitics, they ean’t be in-
duced to attend an ordinary meeting, not even
if the ablest minister is to preach, but will walk
fiftecn or twenty miles to hear a negro preacher
deliver a scnseless harangue in the name of a
fancral sermon.  The poor nogro is exeited,
not instructed. e feels pleasant or sorrowful,
as the case may be, but 1 fear the wost of it is
delusion.  The preaching of funerals among the
blacks, is a great nuisance. All can s2e this,
and yet it never can be cared, until a reforma-

ail®

fu =

sion a_li._l;,ilénéhni profession of fait.b,.a.s amp—
tural baptism, nuless they. give us a reason fof
the Liope that is in.them, and have a well groun-

untd life, we can neither receive nor baptize
them  We ought at least to examine every a
plicanton this important point, and ascertain
the fact that they are believers or regencrated
persons.

This is more pecessary as the conditions on

vary in the Pedobaptist denowinations. Oune
great mission of the Baptists has been for the
last three hundred years to assert the great car-
dinal, vital truth, that none but converted per-
sous are entitled to membership in the church.

gational, Presbyterian, and Datch Reformed
Churches, in this country, admit and aet on

from those churches, might be received without
questiou—though we think that an enquiry
may with propriety be made. = Other churches
have to soie extent adopted this view, but not
thoronghly. The Episcopal has two divisions,
High and Low Churchmen—the latter evan-
gelical, the former testing on baptismal regen-
eration. The German Reformed has recently
manifested a tendency to place an undae reliance
on the eflicacy of ordinances. The Lutheran
church has two parties—evangelical and anti-
evangelical. The Methodist Church occuvies
an spowmalous position. In some respeets ortho-
dox and evangelical—in actual practice, loose
and digjointed. Admitting seekers on trial,
avowedly not converted persous, and at the end
of a few mouths, still frequently as seckers ad-
witting them iuto full membership. Not un-
usually 18 the remark made in their obituary
notices, that A. B. was-converted after being
a member of the church, for one or more years.
Some of their preachers, invite persons to the
comuwanion table not even seckers or penitent,
on the plea that it may perchance result in their
conversion. 1his church, according to their

With thesd evils before us, it 18 strange that

There are, ['imagine, but few ministers that
diffor materigily witl' me on this subjeet, for 1
have often heard their expressions; but yet
there is bat little reformation. |t may origin-

own showing, comprises within its membership

lcouvcrtcd and ubnconverted persons; and in

their case and in the others enumerated, duty
and expediency alike require an examination of|
all applicants, prior to reception.

There is much greater difficulty inthe second

ate from two eauses: 1st. Ministers are askel
by the bereaved, to preach the funerals of their

| case—the receiving of applicants from the Re-
‘formers. ln two points, both generally lacking

fricnds, and they dislike to burt their feelings. |;, pedobaptists, we econcur—baptism, orim-

gain—some | g auion in water, in,or into the name of Fath-
‘er, Son, and Spirit, on a profession of faith ;
|but we differ radically as to. the design, or end
|to be accomplisted by baptism, and the pre-re-
((uisites in the subject, Thatindividual alone,
in our view, 3 entitled to baptism, who bas
been the recipictt of that faithe which worketh
by love and pufieth the ‘who has fclt a
zodly sorrow for sin, repented and .bronght
forth fruits meet for repentance ; & penitent be-
liever, who humbly trusts that 'be has paseed
from death unto life, and now dasires to follow
his Saviour, take his yoke upon him and obey
his command—that as Christ arose from his
| watery tomb he wmay also arise to a newness of
'life. Baptism with us is, therefore, not a sav-
|ing act—has not any pardoning, justifying, or
| sanctifying cfficacy. 1t isa declaratory act of
| our love for* trust in, and allegiance to our Lord
|and Master. The Reformers maintain, that
through this medinm remission of sin is obtained,
'the Holy Spirit imparted, and the subject is
pardoned, justified, and sanctified ; and that ap-
plicants arc cntitled to baplism on making the
good confession, that Jesus is the Christ, and
reformation of life and beart. .

‘T'bree things are, in our estimation requisite
to constitute a valid baptism—a fitting subjeet,
a qualified administrator, and compliance with
| the rite enjoined, immersion. A believer, or
| converted man, in the ordinary acceptation of
| the term, is alone a proper subject. A duly
qualified administrator must himself bave becn
unwmersed on a profession of his faith in Christ
a regenerated man. As to the rite enjoined,
both Baptists and Reformets agree.

Most of the early preachers in the ranks of
the Reformers in this state, bad been Baptist
ministers. Of course they were valid adminis-
trators. We presume their coadjutors were
generally eonverted men priorfto their baptism.
If not, they were baptized first, and professed

2d. Itisa source of some pecuniary g

ministers receive large fees  One mivister told
me, on a cartain occasion, that if it had not
been, for s funeral fees, he eould not have
supported his fawily. 1 live on a small salary,
but huve never received a cont for preaching
fuuerals, but have refused it when offered. ‘The
churches ought so fur relieve the wants of their
pastors, as to render the extra fees unneces-
sary.

asked, what sort of service | would have peor-
formed on the death of an individual. [ would
say, let the minister or some official active
member of the church be called upon to do-
liver an exhortation, sinz a songz, and offor up
prayer for the consolation and warning the liv-
ing. There is no need of delivering a eulogy
on the dead; for if he does not deserve it, if
bas a bal iufluence—if be does deoserve it, the
people gll kmow it. The lcast thing that is
'said about the dead, is generally best.
a funeral of a loose professor is preached, if he
is extolled above mecasure, it gives the world
fulse views of christian character. 1fheis a
wicked man, and the minister says-mach in his
favor, he will be subj-ct to the charge of dis-
sembling : if he paints out his true character,
the friends will take offcuce.

Takiog all the circumstances into considera-
tion, I am fully persuaded that the Christian

. ‘ | Bonebit. tho livi ; ds th tor. do'm . world would be much better off, if they would
tuted under his laws, and subject to no other |tendance—Elder Jobn N. Boggard, Pastor, | Denetit (ae fiving, responds the pastor, €9 not|

dispense with preaching funeral sermons. |1
have ventured thus to give my views upon an
important snbjeet. Thus bave I endeavored
to combat a popnlar ercor. ~ Much more might
be said. 1 invite your imtelligent, yoar well
informed correspondents to give their views on
this subject. INQUIRER.
Hamilton, Ga.

- -
A very Important Query—Again.

How should Pedebaptists and Campdellites
be received inlo Baptist churches? We sent
the above to the Herald a few weeks since,
and begged the views of its editor and eorres-
poudents. Those views bave pot been given.
We repeat the reguest, Our reason for doing
so is, that in some gections of our state cur
brethren are in great trouble, as to what course
they ouhgt to pursue towards applicants from
other denominatibns: T see from the Western
Recorder that numerous additions are being
made to the Baptist cliureches in Kentueky
from the Campbeilites. Will one of the editors
of the Recorder tell us how they are received

IxQUIRER.

November, 1855.

When, a few weeks ago, we gave the above
query a place in the Herald, we were about to
leave for the Dover Association, and eould not
conveniently respond to it. Moreover, baving
on a previons occasion, but a few years ago,
anéwered & similar query, we deemed it less
necossary to recur to the subject again. We
prosumed, too, that some of our brethren, in
whose cburches such cases have occurred, woul
respond to the.inquiry, aud. iaform “Inquirer”’
what sourse they ,_
sons had applied for membership. _

" Qur churehes being ndependent bodies, and,
our associations having specificd no defuite

le| sourse in referente to such cases, we presume
) :;oh applica tions,

o, o A groue, s
yerits, on different g and in di-
verse ways. As far as we can learn, there has
been no uniformity, in reference to this matter,

(|
A ke

ion we eould give, wx

e in

s e

l ll iry; is
X ';r s of our  Fead

in the maintenance of these views, I may be |

When |

d | a8 conscientious in thetr belief

adopted when such per-| cants into our fellowship, we must be

o'y |

verted at all, we eould not look upon them as
authorized administrators. We presume there
will be little difficulty on this point, but rather
in the first position, a fitting or sesiptural sub-
ject of baptism. There is great discropapey in
the preaching and views of the Reformers.
Somo of them strenuously insist on reformation
as well as faith, previous to’ baptism. Otien
at the close of a discourse, invite any one pres-
ent to come forward, make the good _cm?feagqn,_
and be baptized ; of eoutse, there is go time giv-
en for reformation, or change of heart,
the individual is straightway harried off to the
haptismal waters. =Tt 1 then only,as Mr. C.
would say, a change of relation, orstate. We
believe most firmly and conscientionsl; '_f:at__if
a man does not experience a change of heart,
or is ot conv before he descends into the
water, he will not experience & change or
come coanverted in or §by his baptism. - There
may be a change of state from an alien to a cit-
izen as far as t;:ish :eq;tl;gah_ip-.is concerned.
We have no doabt the pers are equally
' ¢ that baptism will
effeot the remission of sin. In receiving appli-
verned
by our views, not by theirs. 1f not believers or
converted persous when baptized we cannot ree-
ognizo them as fitting subjects for that ordinance,
and therefore must 1 them as still unba
'tized. 1f we receive them it must be on
| samie torms as in the ease of the )
[ If on the other hand they affirm

-

: the marked individualite of his
ded assurance that they havo passed from.death pnrti'caf; d individuality of his

p- | this convertive work of grace we. have
bimself. He saysz bash.

breakfast, ! took up the niwspaper, s

an ther thi large sala of bog
which individuals are admitted to membership, *ti;?io\v;o&’;n:g::l:ﬁon el

myself, 1 will look in as 1 go to the
sce what they are. I did g0, and the first book
I took up was & volume of the work# of Jobn

0 ! . in review before me.
1 ha‘.t. neither baptism, confirmation, nor any oth- | book out of the College li
er rite, is valid ground for adwitting to mem- ton, and readi
bership, without the new birth. The Congre-|¢r.

this scriptural doetrine. Individuals coming|dresm agaic. [ left the rooms, hayi

to be converted by the institntion, or not con-

that they were
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man from Ju&h% life,”.” A narrat
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Newton. In an instant my whole life
I remember taking the
ary, while at Prinoe-
ng Newton’s Life ‘to my moth-
His dream of the lost ring reminded me
foreibly of my dream.of the well, and 1 felt.an
srdent desire to own the book and read the
) ving first re-
quested Mr, Wood, who was a particglar friend,
to put it @p forsale as soon as he saw me in
the evening, as it was the only work 1 wanted.
He promised to do so, and 1 immediately went
out towards our office, which was nearly oppo-'
site, but ‘1 had scarcely reached the mi dre of
the street when a voice like many waters,”
said to me—This is your Jast warning! I
trembled like an aspen leaf; I felt miydelf to'be
in the grasp of the Almighty, and an carthquake
could not bave increased my dismay. Ser-
mons heard when only eight years old, on' the
Balm of Gilead, and on the Lamb of God—the.
dream—all were painfuily present, and I thought-
my hour of doom - had coma. 1 wentto, the,
ofiee, took down the day book to the
new advertisements, but iny band tre eﬂ,&u
that I could not write, and I put the book back’
in its place. I went out into Scuth Street—
then walked up and down Market Stfeef in
the crowd till delnner thme, to drown, if it were;
possible, my thoughts andfeelings. But*'ﬂf
in vain. The sound ‘still rung, not" enly in:
m¥ cars, but through my beart; like thp sound:
of a trumpet—This is your. last: warning ¥ L'
went bome to dinner, endeaveringto- congeal
my feelings as much as possible from my wife.,
The day wore heavily away; I was at the auc-
tion room at the hour; purchascd the hook.
that scemed to be strangely connected with my
weal or woe ; retprned to my home immediate-
ly, and read Newton’s eventful ntirely,
through before retiring to rest. Thicve seéted’’
to be some strong points of resemblace betyegen
us. He bad been rescued from wrath 1o gome!-
What would beeome of me . - I fopnd :that hey
read the Bible and ohhined'lisllt.._— I went to..
bed with the determination of rising.to imitate
his example, and seareh the Seriptures.. My,
dear young wife thought']l was going wad. Oh
no! no! 1 was mot mad. He who 'hp_a _com-.
passion on the poor Gadarene, was now bring-,
ing me /1o wy right mind in a way that I knew
not. 1, ! ) 1 e
. T'commenced reading the Seriptures with
/deep iuterest to find out how a siouer could be
saved ; and in two months, read tbe Psalths
and different portions of the Old Testament,
and the New Testament ] think more than .
twenty times tbrough, The Psalms, John’s
Gospel, and the Epistle to the Romans, were
particularly precious, It required great effort
to attend to domestic datics, and my business.
in the office ; for I felt continually that it would
profit me nothing *‘to gain the whole world,
| and at last lose my own soul.” I sought -out
preachers, and heard Mr. Dunctan frequently..
but could not learn from any of them the way,
of salvation. Onme .evening, after the family .
bad all retired, 1 went up into a vacant garret,.
and walked backwards and forwards in great’
agony of mind ; I kuelt down, the instance t:f
Hezekiah occurred to me; like him I turned '
my face to the wall and cried for merey. An
answer seemed to be vouched in an impression
that just as many years as I had passed in re-
bellion againts God, so many years ] must
now endure before deliverance could be granted.
clasped my bands and cried out, “Yes, dear
Lord, a thousand years of such anguish as I
now feel/; if I'may only be saved af last” ¥
continued to read, and whenever 1 could steal
away unobserved inta the garret, there | walked
the floor, when all around was hushed in sleep;
there 1 prayed and poured out tears of bitter
sorrow. Whike thug eny one night, the
plan of salvation was revealec: to me in the figure
of Noah’s Ark.. 1 saw an ung
away with the flood, but. Noah ly .
wore saved, for God shut them ip the Ark. I
felt that as a sinner, | was condemned and just .
ly exposed to immediate and everlasting de-
struction. I saw distinetly that in. Christ slone
I mast be saved, if saved at a'l ; and the view '
I at that'moment bad 6f God’s method of sav<
ing sinnérs, 1 do most_heartily . entertain,
after thirty j‘ea.r'ag"] exp ?‘fe ofl:l:II ' m
was Saturday night, and that night dé e
sweetly than I bad for many weeks. Before.
daylight on_ Lord's day morning 1 awoke, and
went down stairs quietly, made 8 fire in the
front parlor, and pen the window shut-

tere, and ae 3008 1 eoul -?im" cadel m,,e
13th chapter of Jobn, and eame to wl

—

be- | ter said, ‘thou shalt never wash my feet ; Jesus

m:im. ‘If | wash thee . pot, thot
no part with me.’  Simon Peter ‘gaith o him,
‘Lord mot my feet only, but, my. bands an
head 2 At that moment my beact see

melt, 1 felt as i planged i
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believers, had obteined the pardon of their sins, |wi
ere-they submitted to the ordinanes, we should
ecoyidial .
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