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1 For the Recorder. |
Ellen's Chain. |
BY LINA LEE. |

A beantiful chain lay on Ellen's table, her |
father's present on her seventeouth birth-day.
The fair-haired girl gaged ou it with the enthu-
siasm of her young heart. She imagmed how |
beautifully it would sparkle in Mrs. Rarmond’s
brilliantly lighted parlor, the next night, when |
the young and gay of the village were assem- |
bled there, o tnifle away precious hours—gul-
den links 1 the chain of life. Life for Ellen
Somers had presented nanght but the fairest
and brightest pictures. Clounds of disappoint- |
ment and care, which oyershadow so many
hearts, had never gathered up their blackness|
and darkness for her, but very bright her sky |
hiad ‘been. Taught by a gentle pious mother, |
she had learmed the walue of truth and piety, |
and the false fleeting nature of earthly treasures, |
and months before, Ellen Somers had given her |
heart to the Saviour. Not under the wmfiuence |
of a moment of excitement, bat seriously, pray-|
erfully, and for etermty. She had scen the -
nate depravity of her pwn heart, her utter na- |
bility to niake herself better, and she had ziven
Ler heart to Him who alone could cleanse it,
and make it a temple §t for his indwelling pres- |
rnce. Before the world, she had professed her |
allegiance to the Saviour in‘his own appointec |
way. “The vows of God were on her,” “and |
she could not stop to play with shadows.” e- |
fore her was the world harvest, and it was “plen- |
teous, but the Jaborers’ were few.” Her father|
was not pious, and to endeavor Ly gentle lov-|
ing efforts to lead him to Christ, was ler new
heart’s first work, and she felt she would suc-
ceed, not trusting in Ber own sirength, but ine
his promise, “that if 'ye askin my name, yc
shiall zeceive.” W lien her father saw her devoted |
love tq God, and in her daily walk an evidence
that she had learned lessons of love which the |
warld never teaches, his heart was moved, he |
felt there was truth in religion, such as his/
danghter professed; anfl whose precepts his gen- |
tle wife had been practicing for many years.— |
Ellen sat in her room this tranquil summer
evening Jooking at her new chain. ~She knew |
it was costly. In imagination she saw the toil- |
worn missionary on ‘‘ India's coral strand,” as|
he wandered beside rude jungles sarrounded by |
dark-browed idolaters, groping their way,
surely down to eternal darkness, and amid this
throngz, she seemed ta liear ome voice crying
carpestly to the fair-irowed messenger of life,
“Books, books, give usbooks.” Sighing, sorrow
ing, the missionary turns from these petitions.
He has none to give: ance he utters an im-
ploring petition to God that he would give to
his redeemed children in the land g llight
hearts to sympathize with the dyi eathen,
and a willingness to. give them bonoﬁm, instrue-
tion, light and knowletige. And then from afar
there came a voice, “Send us men, money, and
books for the perishing.” FEllen Somer’s heart
answered the appeal; “What can I do for thy
cause, for Thee, O my Saviour; Thou who hast
done so much for me 7”7 She had givenht;er pr;’y-
ers, her pocket money, her words, her influ-
ence, but still her heart cried out more, more for
the Saviour. Could she not give up her chain ?
With its price might she not do much good?
were her s questions. Then came fair vis-
ions of beautifal maidens, * wreathing their
" fairy forms, sparkling eyes, jewels rave
and costly, glistering charms encircling swan

!
i
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| Christ was blessed of God—its influence was

| on such wordly and frivolous amusements,

of her heart, ‘“Yes, yes, my daughter, much bet-
ter, here is the mopey, do with itas you please,”
and when she had retired to Ler own room to
count over her treasure, the proud man kuelt,
and prayed as he never had before for life and
salvation, The mountain of his uubelief was
trembling, shaking ready to be removed by his
daughter's prayer of faith in God.

Ellen Somer's first sacrifice for the cause of

felt farand wide. True, it was asmall act of self-
denial to give up a superfluous ornament, yet
it was a_sacrifice to her young heart, She.did
it for Jesus' sake, and her reward came in her
own calm and happy feelings. Its influence was
felt for good in her own heart. A trininph of
grace over uature was gained. To her father
it was the light which shone out from tle dark-
ness of unbelief, to lead lnm to Christ.
Beneath the burning «ays that fell on the
hills and valleys of Asia, a care-worn missiona-
ry of the Cross was laboring for Jesus. For
days and months his heart had  been sad, not
that he doubted the promise of his God, that |
He would be with him. Oh no; but from afar
over the “blue gea” there came few Ldings of
home christians working, praying, giving, for the
Saviour's cause. A letter came to lms humble

cowe wembers of the church, And christians
danerug! are they walking in newness of life

in before they became members of ¢

are setting before others,

home with joy for lus weary heart. Tt contain- |
ed Ellen’s offering—the price of her beautiful |
chain, witha kind wish that the gift from el
“young friend” might be appropriated to the |
good of the heathen, and a simple prayer that |
God would bless him aud his holy work. i

The missionary’s heart was strengthened as he |
totled on in hi= Master’s vineyvard. He felt that |
in his own native land there was one, at least, |

who remembered the perishing, degraded sons |

of darkness ? Thounsands of miles from home |
the influence of Ellen's sacrifice was felt, and |
shall we say that time will measure its blessed |
inflnence ?  'Will not eternily reveal its entire, 3
purifving, soul-saving iuflaence for the honor|
and glory of God ?  Shali Ellen Somers alone |
give up apretty bauble for Jesus' sake? Are |
there not others who will say, as glittering jow-

els meet their eyes and tempt them to buy, |
“My Saviour hath need.” There are his poor, |
his suffering children, precious souls for whom |
He died, sinking surely down to eternal des- |
pair. A small effort by every christian, O what |
would it not accomplish 7 Who can estimate

the blessed result of one sacrifice by each of

{ those who name the name of Christ? ||

o — > e
The following article on dancing; attending

the theater, and the circus, Ly christiang, we |
take from the Mississippi Baptist. It was read ‘
befure 3 Union Meeting, held at Charch Hill, |
Lowndes county, Miss. It contains some good |
and valuable thoughts, which we commend to the
perusal of those christicng who are in the habit
of dancing, and of visiting the circus, &c., and
hope that it may serve to convince them of the |
impropriety of wasting valgable time and money

Should Christians Dance 1
God requires the worship of man undivided

| You must

and universal. We are' not to servé Him with
a half service, but we are to scrve Him with
all our being. For *Thon shalt worship the
Lord thy God and him ouly ¢halt thou serve.”
Then is it doing God's service (o attend the
Ball-room, and eother places of amusement? 1
answer, No. We are to give Him all our ser-
vice, and our time is our service. For time is
given to man to prepare himsell for eternity ;
hence it is not doing God's serviceé to dance.—
But one may say, *‘ Christians danced in olden
times, and why not dance now? The factis
simply this. In ancient times christians danced
in honor and praise to God; they danced for
joy. That was cne of the means by which they
praised God for their deliverance.  But anoth-
er may ask what can be done with the passage
which sags'a time for all things. 3d c. 7th v.
of Eccl.  “ A time to weep, and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn, and a time to. dance.,” Now

was the custom of

worshiping God in those limes,

like necks, and amid that joyous throng she
saw herself attired simply, beautifully it is true,

as we have seen dancing
of rundorinF

God praise or glory, this nndenbtedly bas re
erence to something iiketiis. A {imeto mourn,
and a time to be merry or rejoicing.  Bat this

A little while the struggle continued, then{fact ought to satisfly every one that the present

ing there with. £uy moonlight. rest- | form of dancing is not in vogue with that spoken
ing on her fairsweet face, she prayed to God to [of in the Bible. Let me ask the question:
bless ‘her first ‘sacrifice for His canse, small| Where. is the Ball-room that Las ever had any-
though it wa ] her to|thing like this in it—praise to God—and on
love them, all the | the contrary, how many there who have been
carth bes 4 peace | carsing the God that made them all the while?
likear “. < | How many have you ever Leard of being con-

motto of all christians not to ."’n' Jece:
.-qa-u&pug,ﬂ m

cord, that a member of the church who would
say there is no God, ought to be cut off imme-
diately. We are to walk in newness of life
after we obtain God's inestimable love, and be-

when it was the very thing thelv delighted
¢ church ?
Look into this and see what a bad example you
You shold live
hambly, uprightly, and devotedly. You should
be known by a pious walk and a godly conver-
sation, instead of dancing and walking in dark-
ness. Do you expect to ride to Heaven
“Upon liowery beds of case,”
while vou are so enve m darkness 7 Sap-
pose Christ had have oconsultod his ense,
what would be your coudition? I tell you, |
christian friends, old” and yvoung, ifyou expect
to be the disciples of Christ, you must deny

yourselves, take up your cross and follow him.
To encourage us, he has promised to make his |
yoke light, aud e will do it, yes, his grace will |
do . X wust throw aside selfisl  feelings

and danc g, cast them to the idle winds, and | the caption, * With what does the Christian

Fmot
| the Holy Spirit to cheer and sustain us in all

the adveggities ofdife. The worthy objects of
our anxiety 1s a home in Heaven, and the sal-
vation of a living faith. When asking such
blessings, eve gmlty of the soul should be
active with holy desire, Every word should
come glowing with forveney and devotion from
« heart melt.«d uuder the inflaernce of divine love.

_ J. G. MONTGOMERY. -

Covetlousness,

The subjoined articleon * Covetousness,” we |

clip from the Western Recorder, published in

Louisville, Ky. Tt isimportant that covetous- |

dignity and power. His cnemies might deride
his pretensions, and express their mockery of
his claim by presenting Lim with a crown of
thorns, a reed aiad a purple robe, and nailing him
to the cross, but in the eyesof uufallen intelli-
geoce, he was O kiﬂ‘.
ed over that derisive ceremony, and d
it into areal coronation. That erown of thorns
was indeed the diadem of em the purple
robe was the ensiguia of royalty—that fragle
reed was the svmbol of unbounded power, and
that cross the throne of a dominion which shall
never end.” Jesusisa sovereign—the Kingof
kmg and Lord of lords. .

The Will of this great king is contained in

ness in church-members should be noted and |the Bi',‘l‘e' In this book nothing issugerﬂuou
| There is not & chapter or a verse which may

rebuked. But how are we to tell when a pro. | be
fessing christian is covetous? We should think |

disregarded by -us without absolute sin.—
Thete is nothing wanting ; no room left for de:

that a brotl.er worth from $5,000 to $20,000, | crees of Councils, Conferences, Synods, or Popes.

that dou't pay more than from $3 to $10 for
the support of the winistry, is a covetous man.
But o the article:

I notice in the Recorder of July 11th, under

All that is necessary for faith or practice is put
down in the Word, or clearly implied. It was
‘herefore, a noble principle of Chillingworth,
“the Bible, the Bible alone is the religion of
Protestants, " but a principle fearfully disregard-
ed by most of those who rejoice in the name of

count il lost for the excellency of Chrst.|have to contend?” a question of vast impor- | Protestant.

Take
made

ed |

i your cross with Bible in hand, and

and.

tance to the purity and efficiency of the church- |

How solemuly does the Holy Spirit warn us

4 nlo the destitute parts of your benight-|es of Chnst; namely, “I ask every Baptist  agaiust adding to, or takmng from the words of
Go with the lamp in your hand, and | what is the rule or manner to yrove covetons- | God's book!

“If any man shall add unto these

lubor, and toil your days away in love and|ness on a member of the church? who can |things, God shall add unto him the plagues writ-

humility for the good of others.” Then at the |
final day you will have a good accoant to give
your Master. He will receive you witl the
welcowe plandit, “ Come ye blessed of my Fa- |
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you."|
keep yourselves away from dancing |
parties, theatres, circuses, and all vain babblimgs. |
Those places are exactly snited to wicked per-
sons, '+ e expeoct the wicked to follow their
wicked ways, unti! throurh grace lhv}' turn
from them. But to those who pr-;ft'ru to have
tarned, we shonld suggnrst 1o them agast their
mdulgence i1n this fashionable amusement — |
Those places are profeswionally places of amuse-
ment.  Aod [ do assert that the christian has
no right to seek for places of mege amusement.
The wonl of God requires that we should ocen-
py ourselves for Lis glory, for usefulness to oth- |

| VINg 80 many.

show one instance where a member hns been |
excluded for covetousness 7" The writer has
shown in detail some of the withering evils it |
has entailed upon the efficiency and purity of

| the chuirch, and then asks if there isany rule by '

which it can be detected and - fastened voon !
member 7
a rule ; but the difficulty is to get the body of |
the church to act in ferreting out the _
uiember : because the evil is whispered, invol- |
It would be like breaking up a |
church in the use of the rule in dealing with |
such offending members.
produce ! such a mouthing! But few have
nerve for the conflict. We would lose mem-
bers, and the rest would Lave to do more to!
keep up, to pay out the expensesof the church. |
The concluosion 15, we had better bear with such l

ten in this book: and if any man sball take
away from the words of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book of life, and
out of the holy city, and from the things that
are written in this book.” Tlus surely should
be enough to engage our constant and explicit

I would answer there 1s certainly obedience 1o the words, ** Whatsoever be saith |

unto you, do «.” It is our duty to take the

guilty | New Testament especially, and begin with the

begiuning, and whatever we find commanded
by precept or example; that to do.
When Jesus commands Repent, this must

Sach a tnal it would iengage our cheerful obedience. We maust look

at sin as a real evil, loathe it, and give it up.
Finding our inability to remove it from the
soul, we must look to the Divine Redeemer,
with aope of merey throngh Him.

When He requires us to believe, that we must

ers, and improvement to ourselves, and not for as are suspected of the evil ; for we can hardly {do. Al his declarations must be received as

our amusement. We should not engage in|
anything which would be nconsistent to give |
thanks to Gud. '
that there is_any good at such places. Bud |
there are some who contend if there is no good, |
there is no harm. Bat there must be some-

the community where they make their appear- |
ance. Now that something, cannot be notting, |
and as it is not good it must be evil, and tns!
evil 15 what chnstians call innocent amusement. |
Thus christans not only indulgs in idleness, Lut
i vicwous idlencss, and foudly dream that they |
are not sinning.

You waste time in attending the theatre or |
the circus. It is not only a few hours wasted |

| in attencance, but hours, and sometimes days, |

in thinking and talking of the coming event, |
and in hearing and telling of all that passed with- |
in this court of folly. ki s injurious to the in-|
tellect to attend the circus or theatre—it indaces |
dissipation of theught, superficial habits of re-
flection, and renders sober application of the
mental facolties irksome and intolerable. Many
things eould Le said concerning the injury of
the intellect in attending circuses and theatres.
It is also wasting money. The money you
give to them should be used for charitable pur
poses, 'The christian has no right to throw
away money. He or sheis a steward of God's
‘reasure, and must account for all he receives.

can spare it, you should remember that youare
also influencing others, who cannot afford it, to
throw away their money instead of paying their
debts—yes, even borrow other people’s money,
and insanely throw that away for admittance
into thecircus or theatre! I do not doubt
but. there are some professors of religion who
are all the time in debt for the necessa-
ries of life who never fail to go, and eyenm
take their families to all the circuses that come
along, and often have to borrow the money to
pay for this low and vicious gratification. At-
tendance to the circus and theatre, also injures
the heart ; it blunta the moral sense ; it causes
& man to walk in the counsel of the ungodly ;
to stand in the way of sinners, and to set in the
seat of the scornful.  'With the evil that isin the
circus, the visitor, whether male or female, is
inevitably affected, and more or less corrupted
by every visi>. No christian can attend the
circus with an approving conscience, unless that

4 ) ' Lin tiie same wnav.
| thing n i1, for they have a powerful effect in |

And if you imagire that you have a right to|
throw away money in this way, because you |

keep house any how,
I rejoicr that the brother who askea the |

I believe nochristian contends | question, has done the cause justice 1o stir this | them.

question, 1 am glad he hastalked plainly, and ‘
I am sure he will not be offended if I shall 1alk |
The Seriptures condemns covctousness, atidj
the chureh is admonished to withdraw from ev- |
ery brother that walks disorderly; i e., exclude
him. The covetous member acts disorderly in |
withholding that which isjust and due the cause |
csp—nucd b}' the cliurch,

Adopt, then, the “equality” rule to raise
means to meet the expenses of the charch, and,
so far as church expenses are concerned, yom
may come up with the covetons member ; so
ns Yo wake him amenable o the rule, with his
general course in his dealings, Tn 2nd Corrin. |
thians viii, we find this rule te raise means for
benovolent purposes. If it is allowabie in be-
neficence, it must be more so to raise money to
meet actual indebtedness. In tlus chapter the
members ol the church were exhorted to “ per-
form the doing of it"—a command. Then,
again, there is a positive command in 1 Cor v:
11, “not to keep company if ahy man thatis
called a bruther be a foruicator or covetous,”
etc., evidently the meaning is to - exclude him.
The church is to judge him too—see ver.
12

It may be asked, Iow shall we detect him?
Justas we wonld a liar or a drunkard--by his
fruita.  The rule is also a valuaile aid in fer-
reting out the gulty member.

[ might here ask this question, Does not the
church in her fellowship indorse the sin of cove-
tousness by so doing, and thus become parta.
ker of his eml deed? And yet as party to
his =in, openly violating God's law, she piﬂh
innocence, by ignoring the evil Yes aud
God sends the mildew and the blight, with-
holding the early and the latter rain, while its
members to be lamenting, the barren-
ness of the church. What! a church expecting
to be Llessed in its open and manifest violation
of God's Inw. Never, ’

Let churches deal with the covetous and the
extortioner as they do with the liar, and look
to Gud for bis protection, if they desire a bless-
ing. Iknow ofa charch that has excluded
some forty members fur this boe sin alone, and
to-day she is doing more for all the missions of
the church than sﬁe did when they were all to-
gether, and she is  infinitely more healthy, mo-
rally, than she was before. Th;ﬁuﬁ.tirﬂe
was adopted as the base. The Ly ex-

on after all due labor was had to get
) Many said they were

|certaiu truths, fixed facts, and be acted upon as

such. We must love his requirements, and do

When He commaads us t6' be baptized, as
He was immersed by John in the river Jordan,
we must do it. Never should the question be
asked for one moment, will something else do
—is 1t essential—is it fashionable—what will
my friends say—no! Away with all such tn-
fling with the commands of Jesus. It is um-
worthy, it is sinful. He requires us to t

in our baptisw an illustration of His burial and |ing
'resurrection, we must do . We ¢annot be

obedient without it. Immersion is as essential
to baptism as roundness is to a ball.

Does He say come to my table and remember
me ? That we must do,
away when he requires us thus to show forth
his death, until ke come, Are we unworthy?
That is not the question; but this, do we love
the Lord Jesus, and have we been scripturally
baptized? IHave we lost confidence in some
member of thechurch? This is not the ques-
tion—we do not come to remember brethren,
but our Saviour.

Does he require us by his grace to Lecome
holy in heartulnd life ?y This must we do.—
“ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.
Be ye perfect, even as your Fatherin heaven is
perfect.” When He.requires us to go about
doing good, we must doit.  Let us ever pray,
“ Lord what wilt thou have me to do?" and
enter upon every opening field of usefulness.

Are His judgments upon us; upon our sub-
stance, our families, our persons? Then He
requires submission. Let it be rendered, say-
ing, though He" slay us, yet will we trust m
Him. Itis to obey him—unmurmuringly
to lie in his hand, and say “thy will be done.”

Does He require prayer? Prayer for our-
selves and othe
His Spirit upon all flesh?  This we must do
without ceasing. Our Learts must be kept at
tuned to prayer “like David's harp of solemn

sound.”
Whatsoever e says; doit. Isitto preach
His gospel ? Then refase, and his woe is upon
you.  ls it to go as a missionary to the hea-
then ? * ‘Then remain at home, if you dare. Is
it to teach in the Sunday school, tolead a pray-
er-meeting among the destitate, to sing? De-
eal;nno comply, and you are tnder the censure
L]

safety. esare ours, events are God'sa—
When doing what he says, we are His friends,
and all the wicked on earth, and all'the devilsin

hell, cannot overcome us. We are safe in
lifoand in death. - o oo
This © Tis folly

100, ia the path of happiness.

higher power presid- | the
Ighe paces sl

How dare weé stay g

rs—prayer for the outpouring of

what Jesus says ‘is the path of

our happiness in this di- |serve or

i

“ Son of titan, spédlé to the
PWPle.mdtu&ghM .
sword upon a if the 1
take a man of their mn“gﬂw
their watchman : if when He seeth the sword
come wpon tlie land; he blow the
warn the people, then #Hosoéver
sound of the trumpet, and
if the sword come, and take WS,
blood shall be upon his own head. Heo H
his blood shall be upon him ; but he that
warning shall deliver his soul. s

“ But if the watchman see the sword «

and blow not the trumpet, and if the people be
not warned : if the sword come &nd take any
person from among them, be id faketf ¢ why i
his im:quity ; but his blood, will 1 require atthe
watchman’s hand, ot & alicaian
“So thou, O son of man, I have set the
oot shalt ek the word syl Sk i
thont shalt the at my mw ar
_do-ia:eaq::,»moa it awely e if tho
ost_ gk to warn e i$ way,
thatﬁtckedmu:handibgrb'n’ .:'l?t
his blood will I requiré #t thinehand. Never-
theless if thou warn the wicked of his way to

turn fromit: if he do not tum hh’z:
he shall die in bis iniquity : -but- thou hast, de-

livered thy soul.” s 5 g
Here are some things to beobserved. Fh,
the spiritual watchman is to uttér the

which God bids him. The Word of God is
authority. He is not to consult i
or human prejudice, nor

the public frown. He is to Wifn the
a faithful messénger of God. g =
The second thing to be remembered is, the
people thav, or may not, give heed to the wam-
mg. The watchman i3 not le for the
manner in which treat the 1 1}:!
for his own faithfulness, or unfaithfulness in git-
it , o R
The thid thing is, if any soul perish thgongh
the watchman’s unfaithfulness, his blood will be

required at the watchman’s band.  But if he is
f,ag?ﬁamhkmlnddim’himd-.ig

t % i S
And when it is added; that therespc .
of a watchman of Zion is €o-extensive with ns
influence, and who can think of it without fear
and trembling ? Tt rests on the preacher. The
salvation of the souls to Whom he ministers;
may be devending, nndef God, on his faithful-
ness. Woewhim,if‘b’y&lrd“.-if_-ﬁ
desire for popularity, b slolh,zm or-
ough preparation; 4 soulis perish in his
ems! It rests with peculiar-respx ity
the editor of a religious j Ifheis s

ful, if he warns tlie people in eamest, he may «
incur thefr fll-wili, hbmyhm&mpﬁ%
he may sacrifice his own temporal interests, by
woe to him to him if he fails to do his duty.—
If Le see the sword coming, and he lifts no
voice of warning when the interests” of Zion
suffer, when the tide of muﬁlrn;h
will :meet a dread account:at last.— 2‘
Wdtchman. : - N B £E
‘The Life of Godliness, -~ -
The ascetic life of abstinence, of fasting, aus-
terity, singu . is the Jower and earthliér
form ofreligion.” The life of godliness is- the
glory of Christ. It is a thing far more striking
to the vulger imagination to be religious after
the type 3ud of Joha the Baptisy=io/
fast—to mortify every inclinati be foun
at no feast—to wrap ourselves into solitariness,
and abstsin from all social joys; yes ‘and far
easier 50 to live, and far ¢aser so to wia &
acter of religi : )
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