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* Regeneration, ;
As cnnllwhng views are
tanghton regencration, I have
thought it expedient to nb
lish my’ oprlﬁon on the aub
Some imagine that joini
church, or taking up sfe new
opiniun, or advocating somo
strange doctrine, or- MH:
with some schismati OII
is régeneration—or that these
things cause regeneration.
And others believe that regen- |t
eration is effected by baptisu,
80 that whosoever is baptized,
fnust of necessity be regenera
ted; but the Ser
- as_facts -of daily occurrence,
prove the contrary. Theevan-
gelist John I: 13, informs us
that pious ancestors will do ns
no good, though we could es-
tablish a direet line of holy
ancestors fmmAbraham, “nor
 will of the flesk;” that is, any
thing that the human heart
can e in its own be-
half, nor anything tha! others
can dav:se., or do for wus, will
regenerate us—*“but of God.”
Hence it is manifest from this
text that it is not baptism, for
it says expressly it is of God—
bern'from above, born of the
Spirtt. This new birth is ef-
fectcd alone by the power of
God.. Baptism is so far from
being regeneration that the re-
verse is true, as appears from
the tenor of Scripture. I John
v. 7, says, “W hosoever believ-
eth that Jesus is the Ohrist is
bornt'of God;” and 4th verse
SaYyS, Whatsavever is born of
God overcometh the world,”
and faith is the vietory which
overcometh the world. Verse5,
“Who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that beliecveth
‘that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.” Here, in these texts, we
have plain positive proof that
he- that believeth that Jesus
Ohrist is the Son of God and
trusts alone in him for salva-
tion, is born of Ged, regenera-
ted. Nor do we have any
proof in holy writ that this
faith in Christ ever did exist
in any case before bapfism %
Yes, we have solid proof in
the Scriptures that persons
actunally possessed this faith
prior to their baptismn, and
the apostles and inspired guides

- ~did-require that the candidates-

for baptism should aectually
~possess faith in Ohrist, as-a |}
" necessary prerequisite to bap-
tism. Therefore the candidates
for baptism were regenerated,
for they had that faith in
Christ, which it is said if a

man have he is of necessity re-
generated.

Again, it is said by sowme,

professors of religion that re-
generation isa gradual expan-
sion of the mental faculties,
occasioned by the accumaula-
tion of literary and biblical
knowledge. And why is this
done by professors of religion?
Because they are the only por-
sons who positively and unhes-
itatingly deny and despise the
doctrine of the divine influ-
ence of the holy Spirit—be-
cause they are conscious that
the influences of the Spirit
have never operated on their
hearts, hence they ridicule
those . whe have experienced
this mighty work of regenera-
tion by the Spirit. For this
_ Teason, men ascribe regenera-
-, tion to.a gradual expansion.
Hence mere formalists ascribe
all notionsof commuuion with
God through the ions of
his hely Spirit, to some strange
ferment of the animal spirits.
I here remark; that those who
deny the conscious ble

presence of “the influence of |80
 that they |

“the" holy Spirit, in
taom; o

have no, part in this work.
1 L,T'hsrgnnﬂ work of tra.us—

it doesnot ;
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o | infinite power to man who is

: mnotxded—nisnoj
fancy of the brain, snd |
memeuly

can he act—will a ‘dead man
expand? No, a dead thing can
not grow into life; it takes an
Almighty arm to give life. To
say that a dead soul ean ex-
pand into life; is ascribing an

said to bo - without

h.
stengtk

vig-
or to the dead faculties-of the
soul, and then it begins to ex-

pa.ml and grow. not until
ngouﬁi is a pass-
ing M death unto life, and
then the new,born spirit grows.

In the first place it is my
opinion that conviction must,
and inyariably does, preéede
regeneration. We ;must ‘not
only know that weare sinners,
but we must feel ‘ouraelm to |

like a huavy burdern’ over onr
heads.

‘In the-sesénd- place repen:
tance must also of necessity go
before regemeration. Kvan-

lical repentance is sorrow, or
in other words, godly sorrow
worketh repentance. The true
penitent is sorry because he
has sinned inst such a kind
and mercifal God, and such a
loving benefactor, he is griev-
ed for his actual sins;- but
more especially does he de-
plore the corruption of his
heart, and the deep depravity
of his nature. He hates sin
because of its detestable na-
ture, because it is opposed to
God and holiness. He hates
sin notsimply because it ruins
the soul, but because it is offen-
sive to God, and attempts the
subversion of the divine gov-
ernment. Repentance is not
only hating sin, but it also
implies a turning away from
sin with the whole heart, and
tarning the heart to God—
torning the heart from the
ways of sin and death to the
way of life. But evangelical
repentance does not alwaysfol-
low conviction. Many quench
the Spirit and finally die in
impenitence. And as before
stated, faith must always ac-
company regeneration, that is
saving faith, and what I mean
by saving is, that faith which
saves the sonl, it works by
love, &c. Saving faith is not
the act of a mind at ease. It

is the act of amind powerful-

of God, and has sought in vain
 for peace in everything else,
and has been driven to the
threshold of despair, and has
given up every hopa of salva-
tion by anything within it-
self, or anything which man
can da for it. (I do mnot
mean that there must be great
animal excitement, but there
must be deep anxiety and great
mental agony.) ;

This state of mind prepares
the sinner fo appreciate salva-
tion by grace through faith in
Obrist Jesus. When every
false hope has thus been torn
away from the sinner, he is
enabled to lay hold of Christ
—a sure hope set before us in
the gospel.

And it will be remembered
that evangelical faith is some-
thing very different from'be-
lieving that the Scriptures are
the word of God, and that all
things therein contained are
true. It is something more
than simple belief or assent of
the understanding. Assent, is
faith,to be sure,ip one sense of
the word. -And it is & part of
saving faith, I say part, be-
cause & belief in the axlstanco
of a mierciful, God is onmly
part of evangelical faith.
it is an essemtial part, so muoh
“credence mmti alwaya

de gospel faith.
~ Assent, or mniéif is only
natural or historical faith.
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be such, that our iniquities are | régen
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in by nature, -dtbomty

by Ohrist for us.

Having' stated that *lrﬁuh
mnst accompany and precede
eration, I will endeavor
to-define it. In _regeneration:
80 mlc;l; of the light of heav—
en is into the A8 ena-
Ples e to ﬂg-ourulm aright,
or discovers . unto us our im-
potency, to recover ourselves
from this state of sin and ocon-
demnation by our own power,
and to viex¥ God in most aw-
fal mmanifestations of
and holiness, and the extreme

of the gospel and its adapted-
ness to onr wants and the
riches of divine grace, and it
enables us to see the enormify
of sin. This light is accom-
panied with warmth ot vigor
that produces an internal per-
manent change,a change which
reaches to the heart and is
evinced in the life. It remo-
vates the powers of the mind,
dispels folly, - guilt, fear and
despair, and introduces holi-
ness, joy, happiness and peace.
This is properly called re-
generation, because it brings | W
the sinner into a new state—
he sustains a different relation
to God. The powers of his
spirit having been changed
through energy imparted by
God himself. The regenera-
ted sinner's apprehensions of
spiritual things are enlarged,
his affections are set on heav-
enly things, his purposes are
fally formed to serve God, de-
pending alone on the riches of
divine grace to helphim. He
now serves God frum t;d prinoci-
e of love a,mlgnh e.
R A. B. ERWIN.
Catawba Station,
e
Dear Recorper :—Through
your columns of the 6th inst.,
there were reported an unusual
ly large number of conversions
and baptisms,in the a
about five hundred. 1t 1s truly
cheering to receive sach ac-
counts of the work of the Spirit
in the churches in our State,
and to learn also, that the work
isstill going on, and that in
many cases there have been no’
reports published of the: num-
bers comrerted Should we aot
heartily’ give thanks to the God"
of all grace and salvation, that
he is once more * isiting his Zien
and building up her waste places.
Leet the prayers of his people go
continually for a more abundant
outpouring of the Spirit. No
greater blessing could be sent
upon the people of the State
than a general and wide<spread
religious awakening. By its in-
fluence ‘'we have reason to be-
lieve that hundreds of our
youths would be saved from the
moral ruin, which now so evi-
dently " threatens them. The
hope of the church and of the
State centres in them; and
‘while the gospel is od to
l“.. and intended for
:;lonld be ﬁhhldhlly tho‘ to
, peculiar and special interest
shonﬁl be manifested to m
the young into the fold of
Ministers, as well as others,
smim afraid to Mho

o gder
i

of an atonement being m.do '

excellency of his character; it good
enables us to know the worth | &
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