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was largo aud in guild
dition. Within twelve
dircetions fhery wes d‘hﬁr oftver lourish:
ing ¢l urches. 1o the ‘ﬂhnu‘y-ﬂm ‘were
ihree ordained minikters, (o ‘wholy em-
ployed in preachingthe goapel, the ‘other,
quite an aged wan, wasonbof thonmoo. ..
1n the charch to which I'ninistered there
was a young aud Svinewhat peculiar
- ’['rnluer who had corclnded thathe waw
called to preat,u, atd baﬂ hr somg meang
persugded ihree of 1l E\p ‘Emt brathren {0
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perfectly.  D—the
_cﬁi@‘ﬂhm and’ mveslf ‘went home with

'B—and invited the candidate for
draﬁ!!' on th nieet us at bis house that

‘evening with'the “other deacons of my

church, which they did. It so hap

pened that a regular minister who was |

acting agent for s destitate charch,

while on his way to take a oollection,or
“give my hrefthren an opportanity to help
bim,” stopped at deacon B's—the same
night, we ware all dalighted to see him
and let him know  it: after supper we
were regularly organized asa presbytery
in the parlor. Elected the visiting bro.

Rev, Dr, H. Moderator, Elder D—ex-

aminer and myselt secretary. The young

ren Lad SOGEEe d¢d in seouring the young ! brotber, he was about 30 years of age, a
hrother &, Srecommendation t0 the Wdn | widower, came before us, related his ex.

cstion Board” and a “‘icense to preach
for a year:' I methim in Oollegc,‘he was
2 very peenliar man, but a good student
stond well sspecially in the’classea of the
exact sciences. Had very litfle to do
wuth anybady, never a,skaﬁ nor ever took
advice:, He ﬂmduated in Mathematios
in ihe third session he attended, and went
out into the world acaundidate for a field
of labor.,” The position I.ocoupied. a8
his pastor, having been s school mate,
was embarrasing. 'We were’glad tobe
' so near each other,. . for we were warm
personal friends while. .fellow stuadents.
Dauring the first three monihs of the year,
he made known fa me his great anxiety:
o be ordained and gave bis many rea-
sons forit. Iwas greatly. perplexed L §
did not think that the brother could by
any possibility preach an acoeptahle ser-
mon. I knew nothing personally against
him. But T'eonld not see how theall-
wizse Head of the church “could call a
man to the task or work who was inca-
pable of pe:forming the work.
The propesition was presented by dne.

of the three gond brethren ‘to = regular |

conference of the church ‘and urged.as a.
“duty” from the Lord that “*the ymmﬁ
brother bad : been so-long & hoontuto.k

Oat of forty male members pn not||
one except the three referred to said &
word. 1 twaited long that they might
think weli abont the matter. If thﬂy
thought about itat all, I never learned it.

I have nevér heard that ope of the thir- :

ty.seven silent brethren ever did. think |
ofit. I then made a short statement of |
my opinion, to..this  effect: | "‘Thli,' the

brother could preach whmm e oonld |

get hearers, un&gt,

rangement, that I ! 3;;&15 1dou'bt
ed the wisdom o m ng
who wéré not calledliby same ol :Iidum
pastor, or whe ~had not been assigned
some special work by the churches.” That
I thought no chpreh ought'to ask the or-
dination of.a. minister.anless thay wera

willipg tabave hiny syhair pestor. ot

pro
the church as to the brother’s qnalj ca-
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perience and gave us his reasons for be-
lieving that he was called to preach. El-
der D—proceeded to carefully examine
the candidate as to his views of the lead-
ing teachings of scripture, and the doc-
trines beld by the denomination. Strange
ag it may seem the young brother was
astomshmgl y ignorant of meaning of all
sach terms as “regeneration” aanctifica-
ion”, &c. He had been licensed to.
feach for six years:' Had at odd times
preached, or tried to doso. He finally
offered as an excuse for not being better
posted in theology the fact that he had
been for two years very bugy with his
farm and that of late he had, had much
trouble in saving his apples, it was Sep-
tember and the brother was making bran-
dy, | _

yAftar this statement the younng bro.
retired, and the presbytery took a recess
for half an hour. During thisrecess we
took a walk and while talking over the
matter Elder D—gave seven- reasons for
not being in favor of the young bro’s or-
‘dination.

1st. That the young brother “did not
‘kaow enough aboutthe Scriptures to en-
:able him to preach.”

" 20d:. That he had not used his gifis,

‘that he had not tried to preach.”
' 8rd. Thatthe “church was not of opin-
‘ion that he ougbt to preach,” the reo-
‘ords showing that“3 voted for itand
‘37 ‘agaimst it.”

4th. That the ‘*“churches in the coun-
ty were not in favor of it.”

5.. That the pastors and ministers who
had known the young man were not in
favor of it. - &

‘6th. That the community, ‘‘those that
are 'without” were not in favor of it.
This he had learned from deaocon B.

7th. That no chureh had o:lnldodththo

oung bro. to its pastorate, ere
:ras_ngo field in “which his services were
needed at the present time. -

_Eldér D, clearly stated those reasons

opposing the ordipnation and unhesita-
tmgly deo!amd that he would vote

ﬂn nimmhllnl.. mﬂgnution was

sobmitted: BidurD. first’ by re-
quest ot the. Moderator, apd  voted ‘no,’
1 ¥oted ‘no.” Deacon J. voted ‘yes.) Dea-
conB: votéd ‘o’ ‘The Mod. Dr. H,
voted ‘ves!  ‘Dr. H. with much alarm
and in‘a whisper sunounced that it was
‘Jost: “We by vote or resolution
agreed to say "nothing: about’it; and the

‘me to- make our

o' church
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barning seemed inevitable.
saved me waa that good brother‘d trip to)]

spe that pastor on {hat important i—
nrdav-afternoon.
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Well, it has heen years since Elder I)c droormd lmooks i do” yoti “cast’ your'

and mysalf passed throngh that warm.
hour,
out of range of all artillery the next day,’

never retnrned, wrote once to learn the’
condition of the wounded. I here learned |
anather thing trom this experience. It
is this: It is a difficylt task tn vote ‘no’
on the question of a brother's ordina-
tion. Iknow thatitisa dary to do so
gometimes. T know now that Elder D.'
Deacon B. and myself did right in voting’
‘no.’ that Saturday night. Tho young
man has proven to the chnreh and to the
world that we did right, Even the three,

good brethren admit that we voted wise-

ly and for the best interest ot the chureh:

I have never seen any reason for
changing my mind on the sabject of or-
dination, as oxpressed in that ohuroh
conference. I think now that no man
ought to be ordained unless heis called,
to the. pastorate of & regular clurth, or
appoiuted missionary to some destitute
field. Bishops withont sees, pastors
without flocks, ministerial flonters are
ornaments or instruments that cumber
rather than improve the church of Christ.
No man can have any good reason for
thinking that he is called to preach, un-
less some church or body of cbristians
are willing to have him preach, and are
anxious to hear him preach. If the
Holy Spirit calls a mman te preach,it will
call a place for him to preach. I rather
think it calls the place or field first, and
then calls the preacher If there is ,no
such thing as a call to the mizistry—and
all churches and denominations act on
the presnmption that there is no such
thing—then ordain anybody that can
and will preach only omit those who
can’'t and will not, and I have nothing
more to say about it.

JOY AND SORROW.

Dear brethren of the ministry, a new
year is dawning upon us, a year of toil,
we trust, a year of joy, but sorrow with
tears must come before, and will doubt-
leas follow on the trail of every good
werk. Looking back to the past year of

christian labor, many have been the ef-

forts to peint sinners to the Saviour. Kv-
ery sermon should have been, aud we
hope really was, seasoned with a burning
desire to direct the thoughts of the wan-
dering ones, and to magnify the Lord
before the people, If the brethren of
the ministry have an experience like
mine, our joy has all been mixed with
BOITOW,

With inexpressible joy we point over
and over again to the love of a dying Sa-

vious, his offers of merey &o; and loft

the sacred desk to regret that we could
tell nomore of it, had: spoken  so imper.
fectly, with so little feeling, and that sin-
ners did not seem to be reached,. | |
Many have been the glorious maetmg:

tho past year, 8o Inany precious sonis we

trust made acquainted with. .an antiring |

Saviour, pleading and . begging for their

return, that our hearts almost. melt ay

the review ; our. faith is strengthened,

. | onr dourage inoreased’; but asad thought
brings accusto

med S6TTOW, a8 We remem:

fe. | ber that many areleftout, and thatthere

h m work to do than we have ever
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burden wupon the waters.” and every
‘where yon oan; in the hedges as well as
in the mnhwaya! Let us begin  a new
year with more zeal, more love, more joy,
and more sermons than ever before. . If
we can only be in earnest. telling of the
love of Jesus. and - our tove to him, for
what he has done for us, he will come

down or senddown to see about it; and a

great work will be done. Let us remem:+
ber that he does the worktor us. . He 'is
our help, and if as faithful servants we
do our part, bis will surely be done. 'Sor-
row over sinners will, must be, at the
beginning, joy uuspeakab]e following in
its proper place, and sorrow again will
meet in for any sinner that may be left,
May the Liord prepare us forthis work,
leading us by his spirit, and helping our
infirmities. May we preach Jesnsand

him cruecified, tell of his wondrdus lpve,

and the loss of sucha love, iflost; and
with tears and sorrow mingled w1th30y
look for a reward in the fature.

Voi10E FROM THE VALLEY.
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Atonement of Christ.

DEAR REOORDRR:—¥uch has been sald In your
columns, under the above caption, and inasmuch se
the subject is one of importance [ have decided,at the
request of Eastern, to write a few articles for the pur.

pose of checking the Influence which might otherwise -

arise from the abundanée that has already been pub=
lished. Ishallnot attempta reply to A, Weaver's at-
ticles; but some allusion to what he hassaid may be
made before the subject is dismlissed. It is not. my
purpose to enter [nto a controversy with any one; nor
doI flatter mysell with the belief that I shall be able
to present the sabject in a more striking light than
others who have written upon it. Ihope howeéver, to
reach the general reader and possibly, to write'ln &
manner that will be less objectionable than some oth<
ers have done. 1shall say but little about stouement
iteelf; but notice equally other subjects involved in it
predestination, election, &e¢. And to begin, the firit
thing that claims our attention is the fact that, .
MAN 18 A SINNER,

God the great Soverign of the universe, had s right’
to create man, or not, and having eleeted: to ereate,
he had a farther right to make bim just such & heing.
as hesaw fit. To the praise of his glory ic. pleased him
to make him upright, in. his own imsge. Hg made

men free however, so that Miltoa properly Npmnu ,

the angel as saying to him.
That thou art happy, owe ko God;
That thou contiaueit gush, owa to ﬂlyul(
That Is to thy obedience; theraln ma_"

Onr first paremts chose dflonu,‘

II; Py

were condemaed for thelr disobadlencs, and all their
descendants partake of their nature. Like prodtuces

Tike : the stream cannot rise higher than' the fountsin,

We all inherit the same sinful sed  depraved nature,
which Adam assumed In.the fall. Paventd maybe
converted and bom againp; but tkele children are born

of the flestand cannok therefors be boi ' membery of
the dharch as spme assert. All partaks of ‘the same
siaful nature, ('There 4 nonerightnous, 0: Dotonsd
There ls none that undarstaadach, thece is apap that

seeketh-after God. They are il gone outof the way |°

they are together mlﬂmﬂhblq taere is none

that doeth good, no, Bot, Qno ' .l.u ‘, g“.d sng
come.short of the glot il {‘?
the curse; foi'(tfawﬂ;ton ‘C li em;y Jhctdsg
continueth fot ta 4l chidgs W

‘bock of the law to'do’them,”" m*u— né obliga- | &
| ‘tion to save khy onei Bat'on the  cont ;
{ e Jaw. his Justide'wuid’ bls’ very natute

my, iuls trathe

require that,
*fthe soul that slanethiis shait dle."” ‘The question,
“How shall mbo be Justwish God,”” coalid never bave
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Gentral, $4,000 ; atawbs River, $3i500; Beishy/Moastais, |-

. prise thah bome good men of large
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aconsequence lost the holy image ia . Irhhh lhq, 1
were created and were no longer uprl‘bt. “They |
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inadsy? Come nowaad go t work in your obi —
raise this amotnt. Don't stop wittll you geb the full que RIS S Ay
from gour ehmrch, and then try to stiz muulu fw- e ST R
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Beulsh Asdocintion, $2,400 ; Brown Creek, $3,500;

Cresk, $4,400; Oaps Fear, 12,600 ; Oadar Oreek;: ﬁ,\mt iy
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64.300 ; Chowan, $18,000; Eastern, $7,600; Fiat Rives, | G{Mm
'$4,800; Green, River, $4,500; Kingllﬂfmqhin.u,e(‘n _;mﬁ
Liberty, $2,300 ; Pamlios, §500 ; Pes’ Doe. §3,000 4rs. 7T
on, 98,200 ; Roeky River, $1,400; Roleiph, $6,800; Sandy”
Gmt.u,sm;mmvc,nmaudJmn JERR
Now do your best to get yonr own  charth and mm 3
sssociation to do their part. Themﬂgurs look large; h;t “'“\ el . ) Tasphprr > 3
they are only $1.80 from every member of the ehurdh, But. thﬁ!gﬂfﬁ' m owias il
soms will hot give this. True, but oftrers will give a tun’ | Providencd permil
dred timos this. Only be sure’yon everage t5lh all over o | o stia Roulah Aswociath
state and the work is done in one year. i i Baforit 3 e Friendship; Btoke
N. B. Don't wait for the canvessers tomn,bnt'ﬁ‘ ;, churelt Mm m g
up your bounty beforghand,” and send it fo brother J, mehdﬂg F T . -
Willismis, Troasurer of Convention; Raléigh, N. 0. ~ . - i = 4
Brother ‘N, B. C.*will ailow two or threé" ‘ob- ‘I.utm&an-_ ' SIERE, P o
servations onthe above: I am sure my broth “nafe. Wﬁ“‘“-
mdlwmamonthm : goodmeahﬂﬁ--
The 1st is this: nmmhhﬁ& Dear b
table plan of apportionment in thé u.nm llces ww
that shotld be made to any ohject. “But

‘Let every one of by hi '
Bodhtt-hpmm;dmn-hin{d 7

that a man -hath, and notmordtng to that
lgat:not.’t There are churches of ﬁn;mgm R4 been foﬂowe&hy gw
on than five h . e
S vt et mas, ek et T
affected yery much by the christis training of
those who give. ‘lfherpi;ﬂlbe'mnyinéompar'
ative poverty, who will bé reasonably
give, snd will give' more to’ unychrﬁt!an éi:
til we can have more ‘equality’ i’ 6uriia\iﬁoﬂ‘
training, the church’ will ‘abound in rick poor ;
men, aid poor rich mon. ‘.&eaudinttoﬂabn
man hath’ will not always refer to one’s earthly |
gooﬂs,bub my uiur tv Hmheﬂtulr'ieqﬂ
tions. g
Srd.: Tho"-imn;nlnd'-b oonu-muta; to con-1 "
tribute largély ‘according to that s man: hatly |
will turn very: muech upon the ‘grace’ of giving;
Weread ot ‘the grace of God bestowed onthe | Who wi
m#m;bwmhummi;mr
al of affliction, the sbumdance of their joy a 0 ﬂ*
their deep poverty abounded unto the riehes o

hv.am the woﬂ#» Many.
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thehheavuq: freedom 1 No,mourseh
apportionment, ktno counting of heads
possessionis mar in the least, this A ‘
fio'of souls, ‘Ther are 1o meastires x
e Fédeemied ones n their gifts, and thére will
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