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beew vital to, and coeval with, the
very origin snd existence of religion
1tself ;

‘Wheén God had chosen the children
of Israel, and was about to plant
them iu the land fSowing with milk
and boney, lie impressed npon them
laws reqairing gifta to be made at
“stated and often recurring periods in
order to form in them habits of gen-
erops and ecouastant Leneficence.—-
These laws'are interwoven with the
whole ritoal of & Jéw’s religion, and
God'seemt to ‘have designed to set
his mark‘upoun the most sommon ar-
tieles of property, so that while em-
ployed in_ B¢ fielde, and with his
flogks, avd in gathering in bis har-
vests, ‘stieh one should be constantly
reminded that &il he had, be held
but #s a steward of the Lord.

I know that the institations of
Moses awd the patriarchs are not
binding'ou us, bat they serve to illas-
trate the general plan of God’s deal-
ings with his children, and therefore,
merit our careful consideration, Let
us seek o aseertain the law of Jew:
ish beusvalence,

In the first place, each one wad
required to give the first fruits both
of his Hocks and bis tield and the first
{ruits of the harvest, were, by cus:
toms,  vne-sixtieth of the whole,
Taen wouey was to be paid as the
ransowm of the first born male child,
'Then in reaping the corners of the
field were to, be left for the poor,
here also custom defined the require-
ments to be a sixtieth of the whol&
Then whatever fell from the rea
haud belonged to the poor, an n
gvery seventh  year; all the  flelds
were to be lefl uncultivated. to pro.
duce sponm lor thepoor As
a direct t.h ol'alL t of
qdlcw ten thenmd ts
of the qn qﬁr be given to tha

th year all debts were to
.- All the males of the

and gifts |y o0 fonei freely give, for
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Out of these, the tabernacle was to
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devotion, for the imitation of all the
ages. ; '

To pass now to the reign of David,
“Behold,” said he to Selouton, *ib
my trouble 1 have prepared for the
house ot the Lord a hundred thous-
sod talents of gold,- and a thousand
thousand talents of silver,and ot brass
and iron without weight, timber und
sione also have I prepared, and thon
mayst add thereto.” Itis estimated
that the temple of Solomon cost three
thousand  millicns ef dollars. Aud
all this vast sam was not only coun-
tribated by the people willingly, but
they rejoiced in the sucrilice -and
offvred more thau was needed, so that
David blessed the Lord before all the
congregation and said : “Who am I,
and what is my people that we should
_be ablejto offer so willlugly after this
‘sort ?

And vow brethren, what was the
principle upon which all these offer-
ings were wmade unto God! Hear
David as he announees it: “O Lord
our God, all this store that we have
prepared to baild thee a house far
thine boly name,cometh of thine hand,
and is all thine own, for all thiogs
come of thee and of thine own have
we given thee,” ' We here recognize
that priociple of stewurdship, which
distinguishes every system of Goud's
grace from Genesis to Revelation—
the principle that the silver and the
gold .are the Lord’s—that he bas a
right to all that his creatares possess,
aud that there ure higher uses to
which momney may be applied, yield
ing parer and mere permaneut enjoy-
ment, thao selfish gratification.

Such was the lanw of beueficenve
which obtained among the Jews.
Deoes the law of christian charity avd
benevoleuce require less sacrifice
than the law of Moses! Jadaism
was but the shadow of good thiugs
to come, . lis great traths were half
coneealed by aymbols and pompouns
ceremonies—Iit was restricted iu its
genins, pertaining to the twelve
tribes only, and its requirements
created a greal guif between the
Jewsand all other nations, effectually
excluding them from  any  of:the
benefita of the _system. But the

u!wtauoc of, the Law
and the {8-—~it8 Very essence
is “Glory to God in the highest, on
earth peace and. good will ha man.”
Its bapner floats, upon every
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bouses, a8 in the case of M;

mother of Joha, Tabitha and noq.

the tanuer. ARer this, I'éter makes.

an expmal acknowl t of sach

Ananias: ile it remained, was

it not. thine own ; apd after it was

sold, was it not in thine own power ¥
It is true that the Scriptures say,
“Neither was there any among them
that lacked, for as wany as were
possessed of lands sold thew, aud
brought the prices of the things that
wereswld, and lnid them dowan at the
aposties’ fieet,”) but to show that the
sale of tw,ﬁ& went no further

.than the wants of those that had

need, and that it was not & general
and. eplity alicnation of properiy, one
person is unmesl; who sctuslly, gave
up all, and avother who pretensied
to bave doneit, One would not have
been named if the same had been
done biy all. The state of 'the ease
was this : & Jarge namber of strangers
were attending the feast of entecost
in Jerusalem. Wiile there, the Holy
Ghost cawe upon thew, and many
thousands were [converted. The in-
terests of 'the christian 'church de-
manded that these converts should
remain ! Jerusalem to be instructed,
for at that time all the christianity
in the world was there. Not a word
of the gospel bad been written : not
a preacher had gone snywhere else.
Now to feedl and blothe this vast mul-
titude, while they continued in the
aposties’ doctrine, and in fellowshi
and in bréaking of bread, and in
prayer, there was a common tand
raised, aud sv liberally did the dis.
ciples coutribute that some suld &
part and others all their possessions,
that as the record declares, “distri-
‘bution might be made unte every
man, according as he had need.”
The truth is, Lrethren, the cause of
Christ demaunded the sacrifice and
those first christians inselling a part,
rty did no move
than their duty, sud Udoubt not there
are times and vircumstances now,
when it is the :)!’;ny of christians to
vie not & part of their incowe, or the
Erlhole of their incume, but to sell their
possessions for the cause of Ohrist.
Another mistake we have made in
supposing’ that this spirit of disin
terested, and generous benevolence
was only ‘exbibited in the peculiar
emergency of the shureh in its origin
for it manifested itselt’ for severa
centuries 8 A pecaliar obaracteristic
of the'ehriatian religion. Many years
atterwards, the Macedoman churches
received  this  commendation from
Paul. ' “In & great trial of afffiction
the abundance of their joy wid their

deép: poverty - abotunded o the
riches of their |liberality. ‘IR'

“their power, 1 bare them-

m
and beyond " their ‘power, they 'were
willing themeélves, praying us with
much entreaty, that we should re.
ceive the gift and take upon us the
fellowship of the mlnishaﬂng‘ot the
saints.”

The history of the first two or
three centuries of christianity
abounds in remarkasble facts, showing
with what zeal and consecration tlu
ehumhu enmdl the worl:bf
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could premote

d an end
as the conversiou ot the jworld, thay

laid wpon the altar, with aldpirit of
noblé and: selfdenying devolion to
L‘bnsi, and their| sncoess Bas been
according to their faith|/and love -
No cliristian communion has done so
much | for moderd missiond (as the
Moravian ohureh, and my very heart
does them heonor when their name is
mentioned.

The example of John Wuale_\ is
the 14 Kt 1 shall mention u*dor thie
bead.| When Mr! 'Wesley’s ineome
was ﬂhlm pounds a year, he lved on
twenly eight and reserved | two for
charity. When it was sixty pounds
he st ll lived' on tweaty elght anil
gave Ithird-two to Ged. MWhen v
was % bandred and tw«nty,lw t
for bimself only  the twe gt
pounds aud gave awhy uihety um
poauds. Wheu 'he died his whole
estatg consisted ' of his iclothes, his
books and & carriage, hnd yet he
had gjven to God‘u-onme-m hundred
thowsdnd dollars ! John Wdsley had
bis falits, Lut thére are nodt many
men Whose record is nobler than his.

Aud mow, brethren, what phull Wi
say of oar own conduct, Juﬂ;.ed by
the light of the examples 1 have
cited? Does it not seem that we
bave |scarcely learned the alphabet
of self-denial for Olirist ¥ | Why, look
at thik poor widow.  She bafl cast in
her all, Whe* would we say it some
member of this dhurch were to do
the same thiog bere todayt We
wouldl think such an oue dpranged,
and gpt Christ npproved of bat this

wlow had d liren, we

a.n-" yut to learn | he rinciples
of chitistian 'bmeﬁoanop.' Ve mens-
ure lves by one snofher—we
regulate oar gifts to the igause of
Ubrigt by what others aronnd us
give ind  not Ly’ 'what God 'requirds
ot ul. The texi| tendhs W' lesson
hard for us poox, seltial wprtals to
learn, but, brethren, it mast lurq.
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iy aiﬂmnh class of paxsages,
which seem to teach al stravge doe-
trine, and yet mevit the oareiul at-
tention of all who wish to prosper in
this 'world. fRemember the words
of the Lord Jenuu, how he sald, It is
more blussed to give than to receive,
There is that scattersth,” &e.  “The
hbeul soul ghall be wmade fat, and he
1& wateroth shall be [watered him-
sell niso. | Give and {t #hall be given
unto! you, m re, prossed
down and stiaken together, and run-
ning|over shall men give into your
besom. Honor the Lord with thy
substavoe, abd with the first fraits
of all thy indreiise, sa shall thy batrus
be filled with plenty, ahd thy presses
shall burst ont with new wine.®
‘mw 1 helieve these sariptures to
elkerall) troe, I | believe that,
“Uljere I8 that mmmﬂh aud yot n-
créageth, and/there is that withhold.
etk more thqu is meet, and it tendeth
to paverty.” 1 do not say that the
man (who gives and neglects his busi-
ness lmlll be prospened, but 1 do
that 'with the same taleuts for hﬁ
néss and the sahme attention te busi.
neds, the man who homnora God with
his nnhutan:a and gives to hia cause
liberilly wnd from & pure motive will
be more stccassiul than he that gives
nothing. And why should it not be
801 “The silver is mine and the
gokl|is mind.| sayeth (the Lord of
bosta. | The Liord makspth rich, The
Lurd ) (u he {5 ip that giveth
Viee! get waalth.” The Lord
enn wne us rioh amd ! keep us poor,
and fapts in pegard to aations, as the
.Iemsl‘kr iuskance, is ln regerd to in.
divi ve thut whosevever
honorsth them' will God' honor.
Audrew Bn!or talls ms that the com-
m people of Glasgow used to say
Da ul. y, & Yery benevolent
ves to the Lord
elh!l , and Lot shiovels
iy Mk to bim,"
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that this isoar great point of danger,

he has said to thewm that trast fn |

riches—1to them that come under the
power uf this easily besetting wuy
that it is easier for a camel lag

- through the vye of a nevdle than

them to enter the kingdot of heaven.
I am satistied, my brethron, that'
many of us have altogether nnworthy:

| \deas of this mattor of th ing money,

@ bave not |
assigoned Tt that positivn of tmpor |

has | &
Why, brethren, giv-,
ing money toa good cause abd from |
Ofthoﬂwd,:
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tavce aud inflacnce in the
system, which the Holy Spiriv
acoeided to it
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Nay, more, Panl tdluuitblm '

iwself.  In writing to the Oorinthiansy
in the Sth ghapter of hia
says, * Morvover, breth
knowi 't you the ot of God be-'
stowed ou the chu of Mavedoniu:
~=how that in a great trial of afllie
tion the abundnnve of their joy and
their deep poverty wbounded uuto
the riches of their lbermlity, Toso-
muoh that we desired Titus that we
be had boguy, 8o he would also inish
in you the samp grave also, - There
fore as yo abonnd tn everything i i
faith, and ntteranee, and knawledge,
aud in ull ailigéenee, and in your love
to us, see that yv abound v this
gruoe also—to prove the sincerity of
your love.”

Aud pow, brethren, 10 the renson
which the Apmlla utters ‘why they
should give of their means. “For
yo know the grace of our Lopd Jesus
Obriat, who, though Le was rinh ot
for yonr sakes he heaudie poor, that
you, thmugh his poverty, wight be
rieh,” That's the argument of Paul,
brethren, He valla givieg to God's
cause » grace—the grace of love, the

race of gratitude, and he compares
t to and baseéd it upon that mighty
love which wade Chriat lay down hia
life for us, O, that the love of Qhrist
might 5o constrain na thut we should
not live unto ourselves, hut unto him
who died for us!

We ure no constituted that we love
that onune and thoss persous most
for whoso sake we make the grealerst
sacrifices, If thero was & mau
thix oburch -or city wWhose love 1
especially. coveted [ might pechaps
gniu bis love by delog - him some aot
of special wid peoutiar kindueas, but
I should be sure of s love if }
could get Lim to do something for
mo which cosf ki @ saer

b, we make

love of parenta ia s0 much strongesr
for their ohildren than the love of
obildren for thelr parents. If we
could Le induced to'thake wuorifives

|'for "Oliriat, we “wonld love " blm Wy
more than we do.

Doniel  Baker that he sald to @

brother, who stated “ he counld give!
#0 much to an phject aud not feel It
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and awial words of Sorviptare, X
will sopn appear Lefore God, an
have to give an aooonnt of the the ceedy
dove 1 the body™  He Hatened
engerly, and, to my surprise, quietly.
L felt | wat go ons 1 could pob let
him die in 8 droam of false penoe,
“You Kuow you Dhuve never been
born a, or ohanged in heoart and
lfe; and Ubrist says, without that
chauge You cannot sve the Kiagdom
of God,

Au expression of intens ad paln
ful disappsintment was ou his soun.
tenance whon I paused after ufu

wore in the same ateain,
with ap .nllou

.
umu.%"" T-have thkon the Faorw: | hwnd

ment.”

“And what san that do you,
dear fripnd 1 Yon want-pardon, You
waut ulut.iou Salvation gomes
ouly through faith in Him who guve
himself a sworifioe for sin; bat » sao
rument ia not & snerifics,  The spure
ment in & sign of somoething whlnh
Giod bas given to - mem
Chrlst's gift of himself to purge our
ains; Lut » sacrifice is something
renderud to God ae an atonemont for
our sing, “n take the
the wine lnrvtém
bas savied us. But to truat in the
SACTRWADL, lumwl of the _
whom It commemorates, lhll‘ﬁl '
mistake. !J' sar friend, what
had the sacrament done N
lut for the guilt.
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