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The bistory of every science may
be divided into three tolerably dis-
tinct and well-defined stages: 1st.
Fact; 20d. Theory 73:d. Application,
It is troe that, in some instances,
preconeeived theones. or rather by-

potheses, have given investigators
material aid in the discovery of facts,
In the discovery of “Kepler's Laws,”
for example, bypothesis played &
very important part; and in Lever-
rier's splendid discovery it performed
po mean task befors the atranger
planet was found “hovering on the
verge of our analysis.”

Notwithstanding Sir Isaac New-
ton’s celebrated boast, *
non fingo,” this very practical philo-

sopher is indebted to these despised
bypotheses for no small part of his
immense repuatalion.

These cases, however, do not con-
flict with the statement with which
we set out; for no sane philosopher
ever framed & working bhypothesis
without some sort of regard to es-
tablished fac.s, or to what are be-
lieved to be sunch. Even Poe's Fure
ka proceeds upon the supposition
that somethings are settled; aad
Ralph Waido Emerson’s wildest va-
garies cannot afford, utterly to ignore
the recogmized results of previons
investigation.

In attempting a brief sketch of the
history of Lioguistic Science, we
shall proceed upon the plan above
marked out ; and this brings us first
to the facts of the ecience. In the
discussion of this department ot the
subject, it will appear that Christian
men have been the pioneers of this
new secience.

The anecients had no facts. The
great faots of the science were the
languages of the earth ; and of these
1be Greeks and Bomans knew, and
cared to know, only 80 much as was
necessary for intercourse with the
“barbarians,” whomn they eonquered
aud governed. Even this amount
of knowledge was greatly reduced
by the employment of trained inter-
preters. So long as foreigners were
regarded as “barbarians,” and were
pronouneced *“tongueless,” merely be-
cause they coald not speak Greek,
we conld not expect Plato to accom-
piish much in his crade attempts at
elymology Uatil some praetical use
coald be made of linguistic know-
ledge, of course suech knowledge
would be limited. A mere temporary
interest might be aronsed under spe-
cial excitement, as in the controversy
between the Nominalists and the
Realists of the Middle Ages, whose
vwar of words” prodoced results
which still sarvive ; but in all such
cases, the interest excited in the
stody of words is parely incidental,
and commonly wears out before ac-
complishing any important linguistie
resalt.

It is only when we become inter-
ested in man as man, that any real
impulse can be given to linguistio
studies. When we come to regard
man’s speech as a wonderinl organ-
ism, separating him from all brates,
and hinting at his divine kinship
and destiny, we are then prepared to
take a profound interest in language
on its own acecount, and to study it
for the vast practical aid whieh it
iurniahea in our efforts to help man-.

ind.

That language is such an organ-
ism was practically confessed by
Lord Monboddo bimeself,in the admis-
sion that no brute had been discov-
ered in the possession of Janguage ;
and even Helvetins, who held that
all mental phenomena were reducible
to feeling, could not pretend that
brutes talked. We are so well satis-
fied with Whewell's view (that all’
sound knowledge of one secienee will
help to tbrow light upon all others,)
that we feel no speeial uneasinsss
even in the preseace of Darwin’s
theories ; and none- of the recent in-
vestigations in Etbnology, and in
Comparative Anatomy have sucseed-
ed in frightening ©us with visions of
oratorical mosukeys, or of poetical
apes, with or without tails.

Now, we shall not contend that
before the introdaction of Christiani-
ty, there was absolutely no material
accamulated for the use of the com+
parative philologist ; bat it is certain
that such material’ was inadequate
to the purposes ‘of a science, Even
this accnmulation was due to' some
religions motive“in almost every im-
portant -fostance, or Was somehow
connected with religion.

Abont 258 B, 0., the Hebrew Old
Testament was translated into Greek
by seventy learned Jews, aod hence
called “Tbe Beptuagint” (or Yersion
of the'seventy) under which name it
still exists among us.
e Phl.l:d;lb for thé con-
maens,’ us, or

venience of the % istic Jéws at
Alexandria, (a qnulion which “the

scholars have not settied,) makes no | th
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‘| Greek under him. At this period it

was common for Roman children to
1 Greek before Latin ; and we
fin intilian-complaivingt that with
most people it was the ion to
learn nothing bat Greek. Juvenal
severely satirizes the same gemeral
tendency. Such a state of affsire
need hot surprise those who, like the
present writer, have known excellent
Latin scholars .in the country, who
could neither speak mor write: tolaa-
able Eoglish.

The first history of Rome was vrtit-
tcn at Rome by Fabins Pictor, about

200 B.C. It wad in 3!:& udtalzh

to explain curious cir-

:"mw that Gibbon was very
near writing his famous history of
the “Doohne and Fall of the Homaa
Eopire” in French.
When the Romans wanted a code
of laws, 404 B, O, they sent com-
missioners to Greece to look up the
laws of Solon and other Greek phi-
losophers. The plays of Plantus give
abundant proof of the Roman affec-
tation of namg Greek words. Linuos
Andrionicas 272 B. C., settled at
Rome a8 a Professor of Greek, and
translated Homer's Odyssey into
Latin verse. The Greek historian,
Polybins nsed to meet with Luci-
fiug, Terence and others at the
bhoase of the Smpioe, and there with
Panactius, the Stoic philosopher,who
lived in the house, they would diseuss
the great problems of the Greek phi-
losophy. These distinguished men
used to hold a sort of infermal liter-
ary club, reminding us of the days
of Dr. Sam. Johnson, and of Cole-
ridge.
We mention these facta to show
that the Roman literary civilization
and laws were adaptations of Greek
thought in these several directions.
Max Muller says truly, that the Ital-
ians were indebted to the Greeks for
the very rndiments of civilization.
Those Romans were a strange peo
ple. With all their power, military
and civil, they were, perhaps, the
most thoroughly unoriginal people
that have acted any important part
on the stage of history: They were
great at adaptation. They under-
stood the practical valoe of their
own famous proverb, “Fas est ab
kosts doceri,"—it is right to learn
from an enemy. They were univer
sal robbers—carrying off and asing
not only the material wealth, but the
laws, the literatare and the veyr re-
ligion of their conquered enemies.
They possessed a marvellons power
of absorbing whatever was valaable
in the eivilization of any people with
whom they happened to comein con-
tact. Heathen as they were, they
did not take the trouble to invent
even a religion : but satisfied them-
selves with a inere adaptation of the
Greek theology; and of all their
adaptations, this was, perhaps the
most bungling work. It required
for its suceessfal performance more
ideality than the average Roman
could appreciate, much less possess.
Hercules, Satarn,Juapiter, Oastor and
Pollux, Minerva, &c., were all origin-
ally Greek divinities, and were sadly
damaged in names and in characters
by the transfer to the Roman Pan-
theon.
The Roman cultare, then, was es-
sentially and originally Greek. The
QGreek colture was simply the ont—
growth of Greek philosophy; for,
whatever may be said in this mate-
rialistic age, it'is a people’s thinkers
who mould their civilization. The
steam engine is just as traly a pro-
duct of modern thought as the Olym-
pic games were a prodnct of ancient
thounght.

Bat the Greek Philosophy, as well
as the Greek Literature, was intense-
ly religions. The Philosopher among
the Greeks was . really a religious
teacher, and Socrates was pat to
desth for heresy. No one can read
the discourse of Diotimus in' the

Banquet, and pot be impressed with
its profoundly religious tome. The
same remark is_ applicable to much
of what Piato has left us; and the
deaply religiouns origin and ntnra of
the Greek are’ the mest
stniking characteristies of this de-
partment of literatare.. The choruses

of Job.” Hven that military martinet
and literary dandy, Xenophon, 1n bis
*Anabasis” is continually reminding

paramount mmlu for m ‘gods of
his country.

In view of tbcln facts, 'thew, we
think;, we may

another: “We. to show, bn
ever,
form of religion so to intensify this
‘interest; aa to l'unhh the grond-.
work of 'a'scionoll (|
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sometimes reminded us of the book |
us of hWig religious faith, sad'of his |

~oonoclude ‘that |
religion had muoeh to dowith grafting |
‘of the Greek cunlture In .the Roman |
stock, and thus arousing one people |
to some interest in the ! l:ugn e of |
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plaintive lamentation of the “Jani-
per” shade, but the cheerful ‘heart-
song of one who reposés ‘neatl’'the
“gmbrage bread” of the * Tree of
Life” is' is wise, gratefal “aid
hopeful. Age is prone, sometimes,
to feel forsaken, friendless and J.'or-
gotten, “Three score years and ten™
100 often imagines.itself a burden—

its life and fngmm fnto the cold

pat on blue & Wyellow™is |
a better color, Your own wordd are :

trimmed bonnet at Winrow’s camp-
meeting, in 1834, has been &'
favorite color with me.” When I
read this my heart said, Amen! He
is thinking of “orange blossoms” {1
Think on, my brother. May “orange
blossoms,” coronating the brow iof
some helpful Aquila or Priscilla,
bloom onee inore in the home of ‘three
score years and ten.” . At Hymen's
shrine “orange blossoms” bloom all
winter—all seasons; and the color
of our native orapge is very like the
color of the trfimmed bonnet men-
tioned above. Itis all the same in
the Aeart. Forgive this pleasantry.
Your cheerfal note makes me forget
the minor key in writing to youn. You
bave struck a cord, in your letter,
whose vibrations—sweeter than an
Aolian harp—will regale the ear
and gladdeu the heart of “retired
age” and stir to life and action many
a man who haa gome into winter
quarters while it is yet buddiog
Spring or refulgent Summer.

I do not see the *‘grey hairs” of

which you speak, when I am with
you; bat I do see the blossoms ol
the Tme of Life. 1 do net see the
“:ecrows-feel” in your forebead ; bat E
dv see majesty, grace and bﬁnevoo
lence blending in the benign connte-
nance and indicaling the integrity,
purity and lively cheer of a noble
character, The *faded vision” is but
the retarning “second sight” to be-
bold the “King in His beauty” and
the enraptaring scenery .of glory-
land. The “stiffened limbs” are but
the temporary suspemsion of homdn
machinery for' the spiritual repairs
that will never wear out; for rein-
vigoration ‘that will last threugh
eternity.
No, you are not old; nor are you
growing old.  “There is no'old age
in religion.” Contlaet with Jesus ia
freahness and life—perpetnal youth
and beaaty. Old Simeon never look-
ed so young as when he held the
Babe of the mangerin hisarms. Oar
fathers and mothers in [srael are not
growing old, but they are growing
young—just entering into life—eter-.
nal life.

Mythology tells us of one who got
aged, and they tried to make him:
young again. And so they toek
herbs, and they took fragments of
of owls and wolves and pat them in
a cauldron and stirred them up, and
gave some to the man, snd instantly
his' hair was blackened; his eyes
brightened, his forehead smoothed
and his feet bounded like the roe.
This is a fable; but religion—the
gospel—that Wondrous Restorative
—the blood of Jesus—when it tells
us that we shall never grow old is no
fable, but a sounl-saving, eternal veri-
ty—the Oatholicon of immortal
youth and vigor. ¢ 18

I close by asking permission to
add my “ Tribute to an Aged OCon:
ple,” (my wife's parents). 'The senti-
ment is'in barmony with what I have
written' and is in  barmony with the
closing words of your letter in the
RECORDER. The verses are as ap-
plicable to you as to them and the
closing compliments of the season,
though late, is none the less sincera:

New Year’s rmmnu an Aged Couple.
When malti y out 1
The socatide of 1

The “-nﬁof

Shall chill snd soap life's feelils string, '
The chan; denth shall prove to
The portai of’ eternal Spring /1 0
To young and old this seascn. beings,
Toves "d kindred—dear |
We blend 's otir fondest wish ' !
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belpless . and.miserable—and . like,
Iq;ng, talla-upon the rack and calls
on world to witneas its x&
the genial Eutqr of toe |
ation.. That’s
Be not 1 lha willow tm
cundi and tweeps de the stream ;
bat rather m sl-ond 1at
‘blossoms in J and hmt es

and gloom of mid-wintér. Never | theory of (Evolation: !

| than the particles (saflots in bags)
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Hnll'a sermon was appropriate when
it was preached; ani:is still/ ‘useful
to individaals; bat as naattaskinps
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‘Now. BEvolution,. as'I ma;.m
it.hchlmdmhpm-dudwmw

“Hver since I saw a certain yellow | the higher from the lower forme of
| life. - It olaima that the /wmoeb perfect

animal iab;tm 1thh
SpeDge..

Modern. .. notnmlm.;. nx thate all

l.mn objeota. are. bailt msm
yrow ¥ the ageney of infinitesimel
parficles called Ly some gpretaplasts,
and by others bioplasts. 'I'be;are 80
| small that 8 nﬂcrowo nifyi.ng
two or threéé¢ thousan tlmel&{
quired to See'thém. Thesa1 G’IF
ing atoms; they say, are the 'dreh
teets, - which bulfd &l otic” bodien,
whether plants or animals. The'véty
sume kiwd ‘of bieophsts construct
muscles, nerves, hoaes, !um, tmk
and 'weod.
Here is Mr. Cooke’s: deaonptioncﬁ
their modus operandi : *If, according
to enstow in some mh'gonu-d
sailors, we were to put & man ina
canvass bag, and throw:himin tha
bag on this platform ; and, i(-that
bag were to begin to east out a pro-
wonitory here and & promaonitery
there, and assume scores of shapes,
and move to and fro, and pick up now;
this object and now that—we should
have no onfit’ representstion of a
naked bioplasmic mass (as seen at
work under the microscope). It forth-
with commences to ‘pick  up lifeléss
matter, and transforms itioto living
matter like'iteelf. It also'throws off
otheer little backs, which go thmugh
the same molions.” .-

Iofidel naturalists say that them
bioplastsare_independent, apd: de
tbeir own«work ;3 but the: Obristiats
philosapher believes that God works
through them; ant is the great. Brol«
ver of patare, . He- anticipates -no
daoger to Chiistianity, if a/theary.of
Evolution be, establighed. « son v

*What harm can come to religion,”
asks Mr. Kingsley, if it be demon-
strated oot ooly that’
that He'¢an make all thiogs, bat that
He is 8o moel’ wiser than even that,
that He can make atl 1h1n‘gs mtka
themselves ¥

“Feaith iv an order, which is the
basis of alt Bcience,” says Asa Griy,
“cannot reasonabl) - be separated
from faith’ in &n'ordainer, ‘which is
the basis of all religion.” *The law
of den-lopment e-xplains muoh -but
not itself.”

There are mea like anley :n-d
Tyodall, who seem to worahip . noth- |
thing more than the bioplast, whieh;
they consider the fonuodation. and:
boilder of all things from the animal-

| cula to the elephant.” ‘Asa religion

it is wotse thad hesthenism. Is Tt
' not nobler to worship the crwbﬂﬂa
of
which it s ol a'1" “Alas1 far |
more baﬂ'eﬁ #nd ‘odions,” says Dr
Eaton, “than classie mythology, with’ |
, all ita absardity, is this' modern: plli-
lesopby, which seesinall the

 of nature neither-she skilfal 10:1!51%
of gods and’ favasy . of nymphs sad
naiads, a& did- the ancient &
nor the loving care of a great Father,,
using the ministry of augels, as doea
the Ohristian; bat the bland, pitiless |
movement of unintelligent force. .Let,
me .beg modern. scientists, .fox.ihe
sake of all thajis gracefol and loxe, |
ky.in man’s. n%lf Wd&m

sist in sayiog *

mﬂs bqrqd amoni thm%

God is.80 wise rdﬁﬁ!ufﬂ‘bf the' Jife ltld po‘!’ér of
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praciice ‘these * Apostolic” tbathings
and stilldance I thiaki not !

b‘; The: gn;: consciénée: of the
c tian- world - 38 againet-widnoing
Men of. the . wides):, experience, and

malgrest wisdam haye pronoumeed
it d.alueqip-a&o,& tianity. .. When
ever Episeopa ventmqg.wPres—
byterian Synodaand Assemblies, or
Meihodist Conferences,or Baptist.As.
ons, have. taken action en the
subject, thay h&va mzﬁaxad the
practice among ' the . chur
christian pulpits, and the rehglonl-
press have warued cbristiang agains.
the dance, as an amasement replete
with peril'to their" pte‘iy and their
ustfalness.

: 8. is- damaging 'to . the
pm‘.yof those chyistians dche engage in' |
uy. Maoy christians whohive:tried’ |
ity have told. me niterwards that'ib;|
was damagiag ta them,. -1t -weakens'
the tove of pieiy,-avd . creates Bodis-’

telish for, prager avd. ether spivitaal |
exercises. A longand valied obsejza:
tion bas led me  to the, eomzlgslon,
that dancing chiristians are Dot ge

of'the'church. “With'a" few excep-
tions, ‘these ddntiog cliristidng are

aplritmﬁty !
christians M&Mr‘ 1128
ﬂucm in thechurch, and inthe whid.
if their example, lpl‘epehae. it preaches
for the world, ,If they shiae in Abe,
? nul‘.
-christian wor

hwuh ihe Jight o

ey .are nog, t
kind of christians, th{: qui:lg‘ llnq-.
nér goes to fir religiqus adv:
abgnﬂtsl;fsdu}ql'- 6!"&& “the dying’
83 nds to lnfo t h} an
pasées over t’be Tdst FP e
ctass, (hey are’ mmparﬁﬂvdry 1tiwrth
less @9 gospel workers.”

oMy,

5...&:3"‘ Lol

no with these dancliug chftuﬂa
They will dance regardless ot th
paiteand angeisll ivgives their more

%‘m:m%. Ty
raised, the lnﬂnanna. of the chu
‘ri nf, ima-
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the: thﬁm
tounseis; apd  timbly assistaves of |
their-wives.. In- selesting &

~jmetory |
. | emeny’ peadent iehurehesvwill - wake |
portant consideration . in-the choice:
it eannety-thenybei untimely {0 pres |
m hardly Becessery RH;.Y that: |
lgdrn Ie u.x@rxdm
t-lult nha onld,, lun,a
e8e egdompen
hnman gonfrol, ap
worance aud mdolenoe utterly,! g b
woman (o preside in a %a
eaIth“
must grvatly abstract his. labors and.
suwesa -
wife. It'is" a great miistake to'®tp-
pose "that ‘a4 'pastor'¥ wife” shonld*
Phebe wad a servantot the' ¢harch ‘at’
. Genvhrea ; bat she was sot'a

tite qualifieations: of his wife an it -
mt*mmnhomuo qnhtnol
.be &  pions, intdlngent,
A, ﬂgorou
fo her usefulness. %enoéo hﬂ.ﬁll,w
| home; abd ber continned il
-Sneshonld be' a first rate Hotise-
be chietly devoted to churel ‘daties.
' wite. ' If & -churels desiwres mm

, they shoaldseieet’ ber, and bee that:
| s is daly rewarded for herservices..
Tue chief duaties of a pastor’s wifeare |
in.her homeehold.: To, make her home |
 plaasant, shonld ;be. her: aim,. . This.|
| will be a relief to.her hushand noder,
: arp:dupnwxlpua and exhaus
Q

g,
th daily fro
hstjo u h gﬁ@re:,h .ajlrld tﬁ
i qtat for his stadi visi
m'ga anﬁ his publie miniatnt}gns. Ir
a‘he bias ehildren, her highest employ-
ment will be to train thewm for asefal-
vess. This will employ much of her
tiaié, nad 4l berfakill sHonid
‘be made to feel that ihere is no place
80 -pleasant as their .home, and no
teacher so kind and no-companion so
gema.l as their mother. In her pres-

nﬁ,there shoald ba rpetpal sau-
ine , or Jfat ahou gomumea
y clouda [ bation
and eensnre, l.hey should be quickly |
| toltowed” by the eertng béams of
récoucilistion dod léve A
| family shouhl-be’ u' model Tamily.’
| This is-specifically. required by the
| Spirit of inspiratiena A bislop” -
‘or Wmhu unsé, thav ruletis |

3e %n ,bonse, hawi:n higu-ohil-
g

marn}w Em an rn ng ol" a putor a
;bousehold depend on the judgment,
‘femriess ad° attention of ‘hix wife.
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