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For the Resorder.
ELIJAH UNUVERTHEJUNIPER TREE.
Dear Reader ;

Go with me, in imagination, “a
day’s journey 1n the wilderness,” and
see sitting at the foot of some lone
tree, a woe begone haman being—
his hands gon bis lemples,
and his face buried between his
knees, the personification of despoud-
enegy and desperation. Step softly

- to his side, and bear him 10 dolorous
tonesery: “it Is emlnnn‘oc o
Lord, take away my life.” Who is
this wretched hbuman creature pray
ing 80 earnestly todie! Is he some
poor outcast of God¥ No. It is
Elijah, one of heaven's favorites.
What? Not that bonored prophet,
who was fed by God’s ravens, at the
brook Cherith ¥ Netthe Elijah who
awhile ago was trinmphing over the
vanquaished priests of Baal on Mz,
Carmel? Not theElijah who awhile
ago was bold as a lion ; now timid as
a bare—who awhile sgo was soaring
on the wings of trinmaphant sacoess ;
now groaning on che jeagged rocks of
failure! Yes, the same Elijsb; his
life, like the tide, now awellmg on
ward and opward, a mighty fluod of
joy ; then ebbing downward to the
bottom of despair.

Suoch is human life ; a series ot un-
dolations, a concatenation of para-
doxes ; now on the mounntain top of
emtaey. then in the deep vale of de
spondency ; now wishing for wings
to fly away and bein heavea, then
ready to die and be lost; now sing-
ing like an angel of Ilgbt theo howl
ing like a lost fiend of darkness;
now ander great light and power,
then shrouded in borrid gloom and
insapportable weakness.

So it often happena with charches
aod with individoais. My brethren,
when* you have had a great vic-
tory look oat for some sore trial,
When you find yourself on the house
top, take care you don’t land in the
cellar. 'When you come down from
Mt. Carmel, beware of the janiper
tree,. We may think it was very
strange and very silly in Elijab, who
Jjust now was 80 bold in the presence
of the priests of Baal, so ready to
meet his Creator alone, and mount
the chariot lame of fire—that Elijab,
80 stern, so independent, #o far above
all buman weakness, should in his
trial-hour give way to petulance,
and wish that he might die.

Baot many pgood men, and
women also, bave felt and dove the
same thing with no better reason
than Elijab ad. The best of us
sometimes get aonder the janiper
tree,

The housekeeper, when ber domes-
tic matters become bopeleasly entan-
gled and everything seems to come
up wrong end foremost, gets into a
fit of impaticree and says, “I had
rather be desd than to live,” She is
under the juniper tree.

Another temale, because of some
imaginary peglect or slight, eries
out, “I am one by mysel, aud no-
body cares for me. It wonld bes
blessed thing for me, if 1 conld die.”
Poor cresture, she too is ander the
jumiper tree.

There is a fond wife, whose idea
of perfect bliss is to be loved of her
husband. When her sensitive soul

looks ap for tokens of aympathy and |

affeation, and receives nething bat
persistent coldoess and indifference,
which little by little dries up the
fountain of her life, she bides herself
in solitnde, and with bitter tears
eries, O, that I were out of my mis-
ery and in beaven!” Poor woman!
No wonder such a mal-treated wife
should get under the jamiper tree.

How macy men, unsuccessfal in
basiness, bankrapt in fortuue, broken
down in character, their property
and their prospects all gone, Gallio
like. plunge into desperation, saying
“I had just as soon die as live.” AII
under the juniper tree.

Many a tool-hardy sinner, thwsrted
in bis bopes, disgusted with the
world-and-the God-who governe'it,
says, “I'm no Olristian and don’t
want to be. I don’t care for death
nor Hell” This'sflly man is" opder
the joniper tree.

Now and then we. meet a goad
Christian man, like Elijah, who,when
coufronted with sore trials, forgeis
God’s past mercies, and loqh upon

. the dark providences that now assail
bim with the eye of melancholy, wn-
til ‘thé whole earth aad the very
heavmdm clothed ii: black. nﬂa
goes“a day’s journey into the wilder-
nesd,” pets ander the jumiper tree,

and says, “It is enough: mow, O
Lord. take my life.” !

-Many ot usuiﬂ tﬁdﬂk coufli
UMﬂn, aml il;

wntlon, e [

8
‘solitades ot
down udcr the juniper tree,
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vie ﬂ
arogad him,
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“My brother, yon have got under the
Jauiper tree, the very worst thing
you possibly ecould do. That’s the
matter. . Oeme away quickly or you,
are gone,”
Long ago some of us would have
-perished nnder that miserable tree
bad not God sent his angel, and led
us from under the death laden
boughe.
_ My brethren, no matter what
comes, whether poverty, or misfor-
tane, or the desertion of friends, or
perseeution, don't get under that aw
fal juniper, utna. ‘It vonld bo
‘your life,
heavens above youn and the whfe
earth beneath, are bright with the
beauties, and mt with the songs
of » bappy world. Its riches are
spread oat before you' Kriends en-
viron your pathway, they claster in
clonds above you. Why should yon
wish todie ! If one friend deserts
another comes to take his place. If
oue comfort is taken away ten thous-
aod more are left. If one fountain
of joy driea np, othera are gushing
all around you. If old age comes,
you need not go moping and bending
to the grave before your time. No.
Go bathe in the glorious suslighs.’
Go drink of life's perennial stream
and be glad. Go join nature’s grand
choir and make melody in your heart.
Enjoy and improve the blessed life
your Creator has given youm, and
den’t allow any evil fit of despair or
melancholy to drag you under the
jomiper tree,
It any of you should feel that
black imp called the blues stealthily
creeping aiong ¥your nerves, rush out
of doors and iisten to the carols of
the happy birds, or the masic of the
babbling brook. If it is night, go
look up to the stars, and hear them
“ging as they shine, the hand that
made us is divine,” If itis stormy,
remember how the clouds, and the
raio, and the snow symbolize the di-
vine goodness, and how they preach
the greatsalvation. Don’t be sad.
Don’t be in a hurry to get ot of this
beaatiful world which God has given
you.
Dear reader, if any of you are now
sitting nnder the dreadfal shadow of
that juniper tree, yoo have my sym-
pathy and my pity. May the Lord
send his angel and bring you away
quickly, is the prayer of your friend,
REUBEN JONES.
Ohurchland Va.

_’
For the Reocorder.
Y.Z.” AND HEBREWS 6: 4-6.

“X.

I read tbe exegesis of Hebrews
6: 4-6, by your correspondent “X.
Y. Z."” 1 saw nothing in the article
tbat could serve as a foundativn for
the charge of dodging, or apostatiz-
ing from the faith. On the contrary,
it evinced carefal and honest stady of
a passage of Seriptare over which
its advocates, aa. well as the eppo-
pents, of final apostasy have been
maoch perplexed,

The views expressed by your coz-
respoendent in the article referred to
are, in the main, the viewa of such
men as Dr. J, L. Dagg asd N. M.
Orawiord, emiueat sainisa whom we
would poi cherge. with dedging, or
with haviag missed & good censcience
and made shipwreck convermieg the
?el:h, as did Bymeneus and Alezan-
Dr. Cr“fn_ri. eommenting on the
passage “For it is impossible,” &o.,
says, “Theve ia nothing, to preyent
our understanding this to mlpokw t:?
of the persons en of,
and nof 1o their grage.” He regards
the terms “eplightened,” “tasted,”
&ao.,a8 descriptive of the unregenerate
Hebrews who had an imtellectual,
discernment of the trath without
the love of lt.—&e Christian Para
doxes, ciqpter

Dr Dagg, in bll Hnn;n:l tgf Theol:-

» page - says of “those who
fr%re ouce wﬁgh&qﬂ" &e., (Heb.
6: 4-0) “these a
‘been true disciples of O distin-
guisheéd by love to him and works
o!' holy.obedience.”

" Your humble correspondent be-
lieves, with many others, that we
bave in Heb. 6: 46 an efamplo of
a a most fearfal warning
m l?d&me of the Hebrews
who had become anited to Ohris
not vitally, bat professionally, h
i, thus ornoifyiug Bl atreeh,
g
Panl. g that others would fol- |
low this exa: wrote the “Bpistle
"to the Hebrews” to prevent then
from so doing.

As 10 the 'hypothesis “if they
| ghall fall away,” it i# easier to show |.
that it is the work of the
‘thag it I8
‘the mind ‘of
told that- ndll

y the

thnr

our father's, with Knox at theirbesd,
‘same forth from Bome, with i-mof

very like a rayofold faith¥? -

never | b

td'how tllltitil_.
eg,n.

rll!ud - | sectarian
mmﬂ'ﬁn |

actual instead of what is possible or
bypotbetical. Therefore, it is nos
cléear or evem prohable, that the
Apostle, in the uoder ocon-
sideration, “hypothecates” either the
reverse dootrine or any other doc-
trine.

I wish to olose thiz article with
Conybeare sad Howson’s reundering |
of the passage and their comments
apon it Here is the rendering :
“1r is impossible again to renew un-
to repentance those who have been

once enlightened; and bave tasted
| of the hntrﬂ ft, & ﬁﬂ :udo
asted the et ol"

God, and t epoiremoftbuwoﬂd to
come, and sfterwards fall away ; sée-
fog they crucify to themselves the
Son of God afresh sud put him to
‘an open shiame.” Here we a part
of the comments : “A resson is bere
given by the writer why he witl not
attempt to teach his readers the re-
diments of Obristianity over agam;
namely, that it is useless to attempt,
by the repetitiou of suchiustroction,
10 recall those who bave renounneed
Ghrhmamty to repentance. The im- |
whichk be speacks of, bas
reference (it shoald be ohserved) only
to human agenis ; it is only said that
all human means of aeting om the
beart have been exhauated in soch
a case. Of course no limit is placed
on the Divine power. . . . . . These
Apostates to Jodaism crocified
Obrist afresb, inasmueh as they vir-
toally gave their approbation to his
crucifixion by joining his crucifiers.”
JNo. T. ALBERITTON.
Mt. Olive, N. C.

For the Recorder.
A RE-SPRINKLING.

- —

Much has been said and written
about re-baptism, but it is seldom
you see anything about re-sprinkling,
and yet it does sometimes occur.

Not long since, a person applied
for admission in a certain Presbyte-
riag cboreb, who had beem brought
ap in the Roman Oatholic chareb.
The case was taken uoder eonsid-
eration and it was decided that
though the individual bad received |
a so-called baptism, at the bands of
a Romish priest, it was in effeet no
baptism at all, and therefore the
rite mast be rapeated. This gues-
tion opens np a8 wide field for dis
chasion and might be disenssed ad
libitum. We domot protess, however,
to di~cuss it at any great length, but
simply eall attention to it, and make
a few inqumiries abont it.

Why 1 ask first, is pot the sdmin-
istration of a rite by a Oatholic
priest, when it is the same in form,
equally as valid as the same rite ad-
ministered by an Episcopal or Lath-
eran prigat or a Methodist sninister? !
Each one of ibese organiZations,
aloog with the Presbyterian churoh,
are offshoots trom the Remish ehuuh
—came forth from it, briaging this
rite with them, in its pervérted foxin,
attaching to it, at the same

more or less the idea attached to it
by Ahe Bomish church, thiat it is the
mesans of sealing or'conveying =pirit-
‘sl higssings 'te these who uu&we
it, whether: adult or.intant. ' Dr.
/Guthrie, in his “gospel in mnnl;"
bas this to say on this point : »Proue,
as we of Secotland are, to boast that |

i

ber old saperstitions about them
then most other charches, to what
else, thaa some lingering remmins of
popery, cad we pscribe the extreme
anxiety which some parents show to
bave baptism administered fo &
dying ohild! Does nef this look

Is not the sprinkling pm of it too
% “ray of the old faith ¥ How comes

n? received ! If the answer
" shoutdjbe that there id tao great a dis-

for the child to endorsé what the
mether does, 1 then ask iftherads
not dissimilarity slso between 'the
children. And if the dissimilarity ir |
. not great enough to justify & noa-
interchange of ritea it ds w0t great
e.nonghtojntdfy Beparation inuy
other way.

.Where aball (the line be drm
hﬂm troth and error? Wlll_’ll
‘wise enough te say how much trath
& certaio or, I:- yet the

rites of that recoguiz
and mulqmt
‘carious . question, aud in-

it then that it yis nof as.valiable in bR
'the hauds of 8 Oatholic priestas in |

that of an Episcopal pmu, and why |
‘should the anthority of the mother
wside, and thes oue ‘of her |

mimilsrity between mother and ehild |

i,g __

ur.ehu divisions ia the dlﬂ*-"f
Obrist. To be conristent, they

re-sprinkle the ‘-
uthm Catholio: ed wnad

AEBREWS cu,t, {

Bro. Bailey : -
A word, if you please, in

and brotherly love to my
Aad ﬂrinonn. Olfnlir !f
i 1-; ﬂmt“th t
er, you W a
‘utderstood me, T hfvo ‘not” ﬁﬁ
that the writer of the m‘nuﬂnu the|
‘Hebrews, was not - mﬁ-

“falling aw does not, by any
meaas,gprov:{hn sny true christian
can ever be lost. On the contrary
the contrast is presented in the same
chapter between thosa described in
this passage, and ‘the 'heirs of
promise” whose faith rests on the
immutable counsel of God. 'The ome
class are enlighténéd j the other re-
generated. The one class may so
fall away a: to bewl:lt thdoé::r
class “are ke power

through huhmn?to salvation.” All

former article.

To avoid an appearance of. wish-
ing to make a display in my exegesis,
I made no reference to the incon-
sistent cause of our transiators in
their rendering parapesontas, “if they
should fall away.” The true and
literal rendering would be, “(those
‘who) have fallen away.” This par-
ticiple is in the same forw aed tense
of those rendered “-have been enlight
ened’ ‘have tasted’” &e. Why our
tranelators ahould have rendeved it,
“if sthey should fall away,” we.are
left to guess. They bad just as
muoch aothority to. render, *If they
should be enlightened, and if they
sbould taste the heavenly gift,” &o.
The idea of the passage ia that it
is impoasible to renew to repentance
these who have once beg enlighten-
ed, and bave tasted of the beavenly
gln;. e+ a..oand have fallen
away, &c, The falling away is not
expressed in the original as a fact
contingent and in the future, hat as
one already existing. They have al
ready fallen away, and cabn not be
féoewed to Tepentante. But this
lsngeage does not the true
ebifd of God, bat obly swch; (wsl |
showed in my formerartitie,) as bave

bbhad great asdvantages, and &

aving
seen  their danger .asd theimduty

Lhave deliberately made up their

mind to rejeet the oﬁeuol'nl m

throngh Cbrist Jesns.

i, the “hnp mm

gmﬂw ant with
yed in bis sai

than with any thtnk
His chief complaint, after l!],hh
my mamrorpumnztlmuue. I

lad of. Being an to
oon ense my views as muoch as pos-
sibl®, may have cagsed some obscu-

"%

th much love to these dear

“brethren and im
“'.:S?:ﬁ:“!&&f‘ Ta w.v
res r ns,

i % X, Y. 7w

um'bomynll, Yours in Tove, *.—
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“mml breese and the nﬁvﬁl

decided to.build &
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OW, it appeared | "be_bu
ﬂ;bt. -v;u, bailt
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this is -necessarily ‘implied in my |

10 t l'taJ.

‘, XTI

I.E'I'l.'n !'Io! Bnﬂmn‘l’.

Ba-nfort is m

1723, when laid opt
1 hf H
Dg' tis n:lsgx en;;

found to @ grant for land as ﬁf‘bwk
us 1909 -

hlltlnty was fow-ed in 1722,
then called a teeslled
mﬁm#ﬂ 1738.., This is the most’
«. With apop-/

%*'é?a RS e
b “ﬁ%ﬁa‘?"w

i| stillneds s ‘al@ost “oppress *ﬁh
‘saud'iaso deep &Miﬁrptﬂit
over it makes any noisev <iNeo ssbwill

||»whistle: of she eugine, eanly boats’
|-gliding silently

over :the waves, and
508 Anow. 9ot ' whem: they come and

go. This is Qm w,gg:r t%ind

ran by wind
10 g0 ; aud the Win blovmt where
{t listech. " What o' place! Yet it fs
& popalarddd fash een gide
resort, delightfl v Setwwer sod
more plensant in Winter than
-asaally suppesed. - There. are three
dlenominations, Baptiat, Methodist
ol e Nt
ve ing. The Baptist chure
%u ulgthi:ed 27th of April 1851, by
m »

Biddle, Jagob ’U'tle and
‘Nathan Askew. Bro. Biddle presch-
ed ; text, I Oor. 1: 2,“The chureh of

r&od which is at Doriuth - st pas
wtory-J, Utley,-2ad J. - P. Moatague,
-while he was pastor in 1853 the-hoase
of warship wlgm I:;1 wm
av. ugh.a 8
g . J. Lansdell preached, 3rd
%ltor, Rayfield, 4th. Weatherly, 5th
ones, 6tk E. A, Best. After
bim J. Utley, our lamented Thorne,
Cohen, Harrell, Kennedy and Sand-
fing. Shall thelr work cease. O
Lord, revive thy wofk. Their firat
Btmdsy Bchool was organized in 1857
“with Bro. John Nichols, of Raleigh,
as Saperintendent. The Methodist
.eharch was organized many years
.before the Baptist, sud the Episco-
pal about 130 years betore: 1 have,
through the kinduess of Mr. Alexan-
der, been looking over their church
record, which goes back to 1739, (the
chiarch fartheér) and ends in 1341,
Tn this I find before the Revolation-
ary war the charch officers assessed
‘the people to build churches, pay the
preacher, read divine service, and
take-cdre of the poors Also to pay
the clerk of the chuarch and’ persons
tor killiog wild cats, wolves, paa-
thers and bears.
[.am moving on in my work, try-
ing to pat a Bible in every bouseand
tracts in the hands of all. I love it
,because I think it a great work and
L will result in great gond
. K. HOWELL.
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DEAD WEIGH

The Baptist elﬂmsh& ‘of ‘North
 Carolitya are ‘constantly ‘addiogto
their mrembers,” but are these addi-
tions “those who are saved:f: !

| i~ Iv-e geesbnomber of otir nliulml
organizatmnn that unconverted-ele

3

“T'lll‘e world
choreh. The ,good
'nl:kl %ﬂg‘zd. The dead ¥gigh

| of indt aogs like a mﬂlstone

| around ﬂ:e neck of the church. The

"drift wood chokes the stream, and
| the waters ran sloggishly. ‘Pocket-
books uté not ‘baptized along Wwith
the owners, &od 1 iosity s,
driving some of the best preaching’}
:talent from. the pulpit and unpﬂnz
the parsonages. . - .
. What are the canses!

I may be mistaken, bat I verily be-
lieve that the misguided »eal of self-

many persons to nnitewith churches,
who bave no knowledge of the way
‘gfaﬁhz !db M&ﬂmw;nrig fnb}

ations m e o

the &hdtéh';” but thié 1 not conved-|
son. “The soscalled ‘convert

£ | P.voftohm wot to Godyre !
I ‘hi”

no more. - Thiy' of

”Bonrd to remember my little

appeinted gvangelista has cansed very |

of & sinner; #n@" féar of |.
comiing mﬁlhﬂmlﬂm to “jofn |,

th [Pheed now of the Pumlito
| | Bobises of worebip. - The eountryin

- —For the Recorder.

The . nmioﬁ “Whun are our
ueds lnd daties ?" ia ohe that oonu

t fnd and'to d
T oa vkt dteer~ T
18't etbﬁﬂﬁ‘bn ook ovcr'oﬂr
‘State and tak&even ' glanes at the

destitation, aad “then just" thiok of
the rich harvestthat awaits the Bap-

bers #s to dazzle the most penetra.

h‘{a wmlm - an&%: e

--m-n ever before.
Amfyet’ we lie back apoh our oars
and sufler the interesta of the cawse

effort onour part. - Now the gues- |-get
tioniswhat areour duties & I-waat
«t0 give you the wiews of & good
btother who ' lives im+~one - of these
ileatitate sections. Brether 8. Friv-

|-etty of Marion, writes me the follow-

[dng:-*Newten, Hickory, Morgan-
ton and. Mman are.sll well sapplied
with preaching by other denomina
tions. Do they: ~4he trath?
-it so, then the State ‘Mission Board
‘sheald mot trouble itseif aboat either
of the. places. . But it  otherwise ;!
here is Newton with ita 500 inh&bl
tants, Hickory, with its 2,000, Moz-
ganton with its 800 and Marion with
its 600, without. the truth as we un-
derstand it. Bhall the standerd of

towns in almost the Eden
of North Caroli tpa, the fertile Pled-
mont Region of our State, along the
W.N.C.R.R, which, when finished,
will be one of the grand trank lines
of the nation? And these towns,
too, are the summer resort of the in-
valid and the pleasure seeker. New-
ton has no house ot worship; Hick-
ory has a good house; so has Mor-
ganton ; and as months 'roll on, tot a
sermon preached at either place.
Marion has a good house of wor-
ship jast completéd ; and beére are a
few poor Baptists who have expend-
ed almost every dollar they are
‘worth io building this house; and,
with aid for the present year, they
woald be, for the fature, a selfsus
taining ehoreh in a fast growing
town. Is there an ear open to the
Macedonian ery 1 If so will not the
waonts of these, four towus be sap-
plied. The Board may' plead the
want of means, o which I answer,
the Baptists of North Caroiina have
the wouey and if you will show them
,these needs, they will meet them.
We ate said to be poor. We are
pot poor; and if I were in the fields
that some have, I would have the
mouney. If the men have no liber-
ality, the sisters have, and if the
subject was properly presented, they
would respond by the work of their
own fingers, kuftting and aeﬁng,
and thos sostain & Hvieg
every ¢ity, town, villngo and aoigb—
borhood from the seaboard to the
MOUNTAID Summits. i

It is mot mure money .we nead,it is
wore grace, - When the senl is fall-ef

growi:

to support the goapel.. - 1f our minis-
ters wounld study less to please the
faney of the people, and more.about
-the clear, unvarmshed truth, work
more, pray more, and trust in
I cannot refrain from_ believin :ﬁ;
_we wonld soon congaer the world.
Msay God help ns, and belp your

arion

Pb rg# pon which I have er

qh ast nine months aboat t.)tIl

pe-third of all 1 am worth, 8o
g of my members have done not
lesa.” Bretbren ‘afd sistérs,

‘what aay you to your duties in such
“chses 7 JoHN E: RaAY,

‘ Secretary Board Missions.

H

For the Recorde:
PROGRESS.

Theé Baptists of North Oarolina

surely & ive le, It
“u:'g heﬂtEm&a‘p%op '
‘Halof last showitg'the !
gréat number of éhinrches fhat ‘are
“bettg billt oves the Stdte. “1t'sh
"t ‘wé are goiuy abend. ‘The

s

" { many places is deosely populated
'-rﬂhmmm be e
-¢ared almost

- progress m::l ﬁtti»ﬁillhl!l,

. | and now there is a prospeet of having

railvoads interline this eotntry, it is
upumt that' we take this whole

tary

bhave inumnddsltlh&.ufm-l
m tion of this great patios.
Rot best to count too mach.

L JiC in @ late Reli-

'rd e"%# ?-'-'-1{"\)» e *... -i,-r"‘rr -
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tists; our needs rise’ uwp in such num- |,

towanesimply for want of alittle |-

i "M{&gﬁ” .f% =

gospel truth be planted in these fast |

.graee; there is nevera lack of means |.
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