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tions as these : “Why did you leave
the Methodist chureh 1’ «*What led

to a change in your epinion ¥ ‘Well, | phers

the whole story 'would "be too long
for one article. It would take a beok

oflarpdi-euiulmttnltgl..
e

Saffies ittn say, I did not leave
Methodist - church becsuse of un

the gospel among the poor. 1

not leave the Mbdhtolnniu
account of the hardships of its itin-
erant system, for I held then, snd
gtill believe, that, "in: lpth o( its
aboses amd oppressions,  ia Iplhllf‘__
the rubbiog of the machinery, it'em-

bodies the aggressive spirit of the | day

great commission, and is a greaad |
agency for carrying the gospel to the
frontier regions-of a new conatry. I
did not leave the Methodist charch

its people : for 1 believed it to be the
most effitient, and the best oeulﬂ- |
utml system om earth.

I did net leave the Methodist
church for . pecadiary gain, or
tion, or popularity, or pleasure, for
the step severed the dearest ties of
frienship I had on earth, and
brought down npoun me the abuse
and reproach of a great host of pedb—
ple, many of whom I adored and

ved with a feeling of idolatry. Bat
IQTefn for the reasons, and under the

[iE

circamstances which I am about to
relate.

In the first place, as preliminary
and preparatory to this step, I was
living among Baptist kindred and
friends, and preached occasion-
ally in their place of worship where
my Eoglish and Welch ancestors
had worshipped for nearly two cea-
taries, - This disarmed me of the
preindiees of edueation, and pat my
mind ia a condition charitably and
impartially to consider the doctrinal
differences between the Baptists and
myself. With a mind thas open to
trath, and desirous to fiad.
way, 1 was led to doubt wheth
the Methodist views of were
fonnded ou the Bible ; whether their
form of church government, while it
was tremendously strong and effi.
cient, was not aaoti-scriptural and
despotic; and whetber their notions
of falling from grace, were not in
conflict with the teachings of Christ
and his apostles.

Another circumstance, which led
me forward to & more thorough in-
vestigation of these points of doc-
trine was the fact that in the Bap-
tist charch and congregation at Mill
Swamp there were & namber of ed-
neat well-informed gentle
thomnghly pthted ip. the pecnliar.
views of the Baptists, who managed
oenilionllly to draw mo into & coun-

tray on, z_ulled, them he also justified; sud tever m o or whoever
.mm ';vhn- he justified them he zlso glo- mn'i1 h:ﬁe?mug
ing, sad | rified. s T T an oﬁq,'an:that had
convindng tn m;r My mind was madeap.- 1 went to-| reference to a particoliar time and
they were ..-.dun.. Mill Swamp charch on the day of ‘pu rticular occarrence now .
.~ versed in the Bat the | theirquarterly Confere ted’ | isince past ; that at that time it was
fyi.‘ thing ot all-was, for membership, wuuulnd‘* icompletely -and  gloriously falfilled,
that m;:tr:nmuh were not a8 satls- baptized the followin L | and thuts’_ :ou not vontradiot the
factory to my own mind, as I wished, { first Losd’s day in Septem nm, command; ‘“Let ‘your  women P
My pride" J opinion was np.little | by Bev. Patnam Owens, t.hoplna o -in the ¢hurches for it is oot |

woanded, that 1 could not nngnhh
and silence my oppnnenu. 1 felt um
the faalt was i1 m

npt in my creed. _ utk
in solemn Nﬁu%
own opinions, and to gather

and arguments, with whioch fo npset
the doctrines 18 It

into the] water and came up
the water—how Jobn was baptizing

in Enon, near Salem, because t.hm
was mach water there—~when I read
how Paul wrote of baptism as a
symbol of the burial and resurrection
of Ohrist—when I read all this, the
conclusion was
monstrative, that the form of primi-
tive, the New Testament baptism,
was immersion.

As I proceeded in the study of the
New Testament, iguoring all human
creeds and opinions, I found that the
form of government among the prim-
itive churches of Jesus Christ, waa
independent, and not. episcopal
iudicated, both in the name an& in
the prwtiuo of the Methodist Epis-

ers of John ‘Wealey taught to mag-
nify works, to the disparagement of
divine sovereignty, and as a means
of preventing “a falling from grace,”
although I was taught to hold the
doctrines of John
abhorence,
tament before me as fhe rale of my
faith, T was compelled to believe ln
election and predautinatlon
couald I beliéve 'otherwise with such
inspired words as these ®s0
positive, so- emphatic? “For whom!{
be did: foreknow, he slsp did pre-|
destinate to be wﬂ‘d to tl‘:):
image of his.son te might:
the first-bora among many brethren.
Moreover

them he.algo: called, and whom he |

In Hovambu following, I was re-or- ||
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happen

irresitible and de-

alvin in utter
atill, with the New Tes-
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consisting of 'Imtllin
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FQl'thenm not dranknn.u

lnppou. secing it is but th thlrd
. | hour of the day. » "
Bat this is that whioh was spoken

& shameful thing 1 “lt
2 womsa to aspeak
| Aischron—shameful, indecen

‘sure am. I that

corded and

t Joel ;

new wine. And then the Holy Spirit
explains—He says that it {s the
foifillment of an ancient prophesy.
Many centuries before He said that
in chelast days certain things would

{(see Joel 2:28). Oun that

Pentecost wonderfal things take
place, and these
of spesking and the like are the ful-
Jillment of that prophesy, *“THIE I8
THAT which was spoken by the proph-
ot Joel.”  So, according to the Holy
Spirit, the events of the day
tecost were the falfillment of Joel
2:28. They were what the prophet
spoke of and meant. Who woald
not rather take the expianation of the
Holy Spirit as to the intent and
meaning of Joel 2: 28, than that of
certain folks called Quakers who re-
jeet God’s word and ‘trample on aod
scorn the ordinances imstituted by

these miracles

of Pen-

copal chumh his Son, of them or ol any body else.
Aml an, :nd’ with the other mllow may nob :

“Hﬂ.hodmn does not uk what
Paal did in founding churches at
Philippi, at Ephesus aad Oorinth
eighteen hundred years ago,
what system is best at the present
age of the world to spread Serip-
taral holiness over these lands. It
is not what the aposties did in Je-
resalem in their day to advance
. Ohrist's Kingdom, but'what we must
do in our day to meet the lp!riuml
wants of ‘I;‘M world)” &oc.—
Christian A 224, 18

- Thesemay puflrth‘o‘gMum
or asy other that resemibles it and
tie themselves to human opinions, but |
all - wholoveGod's | thounght
:puu and blessed trath will cleave to
‘the teaching of. the KEternal Bpiris |

bat

P&upﬁ ker, Pm 2 ader the eld dhpnnﬂw '
mon Marfree and Jmh 'woman,,b; Divine authority, was ae-
exercised this right. |
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Doc'ron Adam Olarke says ia the
is the cream of iuplntion
8 do not bel
we would sim
DoC10R, snd
point ont s God's swork where it is
hat these women ‘‘were teach- | /o
pablic teaching of mixed assemblies adopted by the
of men and women gathered togeth-
er in church capacity for the public
worship of God.

The only account we have says
simply that Paul's ooupan;
tertaived in the famly of Philip the
evapgelist, who had four unmarried
dsaghters, who prophesied. PrOPEH-
ETEUOISAI-~Dbeing gifted with proph-
ecy, who proph
- they did this, how, where they did
it—on these points pothing at all is

said, and the fact itself is brought in
inddonﬂ;. and to conclade from
at these yonng women were wo-
men preachers,.si
nounced in OoR:
ous. That they were not would
seem certain from three things.

1, They were the daughters of
Jewish parents and therefore, as was
aniversally the case, were trained up
after a Jewish fashion
ate and observe Jawilh
and custom, and & well-known (as
bus busa said observed

otvil law was that women should not
speak in publie, or in houses of wor-
ship—their very obristisnity which
reqaired obedienoce to the laws of the
Bm would heighten their respect
for this law.
. 'They were the daughters of a
Hellenistio Jew, i. e.; a few who had
adopted, and grafted on to bis Juda-
ism, Grecian
names it is generally conceded that
Philip and all the other deacons be-
longed to_the Hellenisticelement in
the chiarch at Jerasalem whose com.-
plaints cansed the establishment of
' the  deaconate.”
e leavemed with Grecian
and semtiment. Now tte
 only women amoung the Greeks who
were public speakers, or loottrm or | od Pe
' teachers were Oourtezans. o
'body who knows anything on .ge
bject at all knows this—and it is
!inpaneeinbh that
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» pommittes to exwmine th

proof of the gen
version, Bat when the ohildren of
Obristians grow up, childven whe
had been trained to worship Jesas
from infavey, then it became neces-
sary not to take
with such rapidity, bat to.instraet
them and to teet

+ on the of
numb&d:; Paal

possible these Apostles had
story of David's nomberfug Isfael
- ;:d profited by the

uu.nmdu

exeloded, aud vln we 00
bow many vLo
08 give no evidence of

remain inthe lbuluh-
genuine oon-

it is evidently time shat
something was done. As we m!

we must tlnuom means

from . wore- |
il the way

Only let thu:ul

something, and not go. o 3
“i longer on the do no{hlng plsn,

at there was & plan an 0s
to the one I meuntioned ado ti'
the churchés at & very early date. It
might do for inspired apost!
baptize on the spot heathen jailors
who expreased a faith in Ohbrist. For
all that man's eduocation and
dices and interent were against |l
aoknowledging the Nawarine. His
willingnees to renounce the godes he

worshipped was strong

uineness of his eon-

them into thechurch

thei for
it may hv{ .::"

1 do not Mﬂhﬂ, i
how long the eatechumen.were M
ere they were allowed to be baptized,
but it was muach longer than an
case with which the committee
spoke of dealt. 8o that we have the
example of the early churches in én-
deavoring to gaard} the charches
from unregenerate members.
Besides those early churches knew

the modern counting
They had evangetists,

::dhgm b&ndo pot read ofthoh-
to Dewspapers
‘of the:number of ¢onverts i’ their
por .of their héving listle |
books in which to enter the namés of
sald converts, . To be
‘Gbost did direct: Luke to. record the
number of conversions whish foslow.
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in the dark. It is 1u;ﬁ
the
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from “That

story

sesms t0 be left oot oftlu Bibtes

read by many of our modern evan-

thoagh it is fo' Moody's I

M | jadge by his-never reckoning up s’

B.:f ponverts as generals mt their
after s battle.

. aroh I spoke of |
does not nﬂh the churches favor-
ably, will the brethren suggest. m

m s0me
ot J&hqthu
uollu of unouluu
gﬂw E paﬁnoe no such
wh. Bat then they comfort them- |
ves by remembeting that the evan-
gelist assared them they were oon-
verted, and and assured
'different temperaments were diftent-

ly - exetcised the rit. T
consiuts thew that the Seotheryiupe

thatwithout them they are Obrie-
tishe.. And thue they drift on blind-
ed by their old profession till at last

ory in valn “Lord, -Lord,” to &
wlxhrwbonuckmm

raised children who are 1‘1
danger of being thus decelyed.
have pever in their lives dm.n:
"L:f which wonld saubject them to
pline if they were in the church.
es, 80 that an apright life is.no teat
of conveérsion in thelr case. Remem-
ber there is nothing you can do so
likely to sectire the damnation of
their souls as to allow them to be
barried into the ohurches while yet
upregenerated. . Pastors have the
blood of many souls to answer. for
from their eagernéss to “string their
fish,” as I heard one man coarsely
express it, I koew an Instance in
which a paator’s wife was  wiser and
more cousgientions than ber husband,
A yonig man made a profession of
religion at'bis ‘'meéting and the paa-
tor wis urgiog hio; to join the
charch, ! MM young
mau was not couverted and had no
:ulhn: in n:n chn To be nfa,
e been ‘1o special sin
but he did not lhow a love fur God
in bis walk and talk. Bat the pastor
arged that be would goback to the
world without the rul.ralnlng infla.
ence of the cburch, whereupon the
wife rejoined to her hnsband that he
preached Oulvinism strongly enough
bat he did not seem to belleve it
'For npleas there was such » l.hhg
a8 falling from gloo. A man who
wonld go back the world if b
wasn's Hustled into the church, b
‘not been eonverted at i, Blrpu-
,vailed, and in less than & yearthe
pa#:: admitted she waa, right,
eéro Is the m& solemn responasi-
Ohbristian nts

Uility restin
‘to guard the l' lidren from all forms
jof danger.— “them to see

It-behooves

to it. they. are not barried into the
charél. It behooves them to live so
near (o God themseives that they will
be able to jadge of Lrae religion, and
to observe their ehildren so closely
that & new beart given one of them
shall be quickly observed by watch-
fal . parental. eyes. The appalling
fact conironts ua that one hall bap-
tl}.:ad ioto Baptist charches arenot

ristians, and the stern question
dellllldl an answer from every Bl&,
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The Imn[:ioru.:r otdl our bonkl
apers and creeds bel l.huoﬂ’no
gne can tell, Biblical ﬁhﬂlﬂﬂ
mighty & tln hé world’s conyer-
'I"“‘"' ohtly tieed, all over the
Binlloal prescbiog, 1 .
ng. ut onr great-
ost need, for the want of vhm m
world’s conversion lin
er nutber of Bibllcal hﬂl lﬂl;
Obristians who are BSeriptursl, not
only in their opinions, but in their
tempers, lives and conduot. The
most corrupt version of the Beriplures
that has evér beet made Is the
Douay, or Oatholio ‘Bible.  In bun.
dreds of instances this version alters
the inorind orliglnnl to harmonise

them wit mﬂo errors of the
Romish Iom' at the unboly
motenarh ."m’.‘.':‘.m:.:
more hu version
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books, the one most read and
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proving the divinity of Ohristianity
and of converting the world to if,
e Jiving épistié is the most ¢ffectunl,
We want living, thoving etnbodiment
of Aho leuthy fn order to overcome
the general unbelief of lul nd and
eonmou thre trinmphs of Ch n-
ity, Without flﬂa all other ai
he gospel will h-m o im%.-
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